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      Eternal Love Is A Choice I Give You.

      

      Raine and Skye, known as Djet and Aset in Forever Loved have spent countless lifetimes searching for each other. When they meet in each new reincarnation, they fall in love with each other all over again. But they say nothing is as good as the first time, and for them, their epic love always comes with an epic battle. 

      

      Will Raine and Skye manage to defeat Demetrese, the ruler of the underworld? Or will Demetrese send his army of demons to usurp the couple from their throne and doom the witches to an eternal life of rebirths and deaths? 

      

      In 300 B.C. in Egypt, there was only one certainty, free will, and a choice to love.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            
Chapter One


          

        

      

    

    
      Lilith opened her eyes and sucked in her first breath as she took in all the purple blooms hanging from a vine in front of her. Warmth caressed her bare, umber skin, but she wasn’t sure where the warmth was coming from just yet.

      “She is beautiful. More than I could have ever dreamed, Jade Emperor Yudi!”

      “I call her Lilith, Adam. And she is born from the same dust as you. She is your equal in every way. You will live together here in my garden as long as you wish.”

      Lilith shook her head. The words she was hearing seemed fuzzy. It was as if the voices were inside a cave, yet she wasn’t cold, something she would expect in such a dank place. Words, their meanings, and speech seemed to flood her brain at a steady clip. Other knowledge, like companionship, humanity, and how she came to be, also seemed to swell her head.

      “I promise to love her with all of my soul as you have asked me to, Yudi.”

      Warm and solid arms were now cradling her waist and hoisting her to an upright position. Still weak from awakening, Lilith fell into a chiseled torso that radiated heat so strong it was as if she was standing next to the sun itself. She screwed her eyes shut in fear of the light blinding her.

      A hard object hit her inner thigh. She tried to shift her weight to ease the irritation penetrating her womanhood, but the more that she struggled against the pinch, the more she realized there wasn’t much pain at all. In fact, desire seemed to replace the pain she initially experienced. She found her body responding to the wealth of pleasure growing deep within her belly. Her back arched, giving Adam a better entrance to her center. Lilith’s fingers trailed down the length of Adam’s back until they rested on his backside. Her hands instinctively cupped each cheek, and she ground his hips further into her core. Electric liquid heat coated them both as her inner lips pulsated around his cock. A faint moan escaped her before she bit her lip to dial back her increasing pleasure, now coming to her in waves.

      “I will leave you both to grow my garden with your children.” Said the voice Lilith now knew belonged to Yudi.

      The muscular arms that had lifted her to her feet were now guiding her down to a soft bed of leaves and vines.

      “You are beautiful, Lilith, and you are all mine. I love you.”

      “I love you, too.”

      She reiterated the words strangely, like a parrot, and thought it silly at first. But she somehow knew what they meant without being told and thought the phrase was fitting. She did love this man. A man Yudi called Adam. A dull pain hit her belly again as something hard slipped between her thighs once more. The small hurt quickly turned into something pleasurable once more. She was becoming more and more aware of her surroundings as her hips rocked in union with Adam’s. It was as if the fog was lifting from her brain and allowing her to think more clearly.

      Her body soon stiffened as Adam’s lips grazed her cheek. Adam recoiled quickly from her.

      “I’m sorry! Am I doing something to hurt you? I don’t mean to! Please tell me what it is you desire, and I will be forthright in obliging.”

      Lilith opened her eyes, and a person, whom she knew to be a man without question, was staring back at her. He had gorgeous green eyes. They were as verdant as the vines surrounding the two of them.

      “You did nothing wrong. I’m still a bit confused. That’s all. I’m not sure what to do or how to act. There’s so much information to process.”

      “I understand. It was hard for me when Yudi made me.”

      “I understood the word as created. Is the phrase made you the same?”

      “Yes, and he made you, too.”

      “And why did he make us?”

      Adam shrugged his shoulders.

      “He said he was lonely, so he made me for friendship and then created you for me so I’d have companionship as well. He wants us to have children, so this way, he’s less lonely.”

      “Children?”

      “Yes. Do you understand what those are? If not, it will come to you shortly. Yudi only gives you as much information as you can process within a moment’s time. If you do not understand it now, you will see it shortly. But I will say that I can’t wait to have babies with you and watch you care for them all.”

      “Babies? As in plural?”

      Adam was right. The information was coming fast and hard, but Lilith wasn’t sure if she liked Adam’s viewpoint of the information. Was he that daft?

      “And what will you be doing while I’m caring for our babies?”

      “Forging for food, building us shelter, and gathering wood for a fire. It is my job to care for you, protect you and the babies in these ways.”

      “We are equals—are we not?”

      “Of course.”

      “Then why are you the one that forges for food? Can’t I do the same?”

      “Who will provide the babies with nourishment in your absence?”

      Lilith sucked in a breath. She wanted to protest, but as more information flooded her mind, she realized Adam was right.

      Damn it.

      No one could provide nourishment for the babies in her absence. Her chest was the only thing that could give the babes milk.

      How is this fair? How is it equal?

      The answer he provided bothered her. Sure, she was a woman and could do things he could not, but that didn’t mean they weren’t equal in other ways. He grew so adamant about having a protective hold over her, and right now, it seemed… Stifling. So stifling, she shifted her weight away from him.

      “I’ll be back. I want to go for a swim.”

      It was the first excuse she could think of to get away from him and collect her thoughts. Thoughts that seemed to crowd over her like a shadow, keeping her down and pliable to do whatever Adam and her creator asked of her.

      “I will join you shortly. I want to collect wood for a fire so you don’t get cold once you finish your swim.”

      He rose and turned on his heel and headed for the forest to gather the wood. Lilith jumped into the water, and a sense of calm washed over her once the water surrounded her. She knew Adam wasn’t a bad person. He really did care for her and even said he loved her. Adam just seemed misguided about equality, and Lilith hoped she could change that by having a chat with Yudi. Surely Yudi will understand the importance of her and Adam being equal partners in this companionship he’d concocted in his god-like mind.
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        * * *

      

      The sun was already sinking down on the horizon when Adam returned.

      This forging takes a prolonged amount of time. I’m uncertain that I like the idea of him being away from me for so long.

      Adam swam towards her. She felt her core quicken with desire again as his hooded gaze met hers. She bit her bottom lip as her eyes gazed upon his dark, chiseled chest and bulging biceps. When he finally reached her, he wrapped an arm around her waist to pull the length of her body against his. With his free hand, he cupped her cheek and traced a line over her bottom lip with his hard, calloused thumb.

      “It drives me crazy when you do that, love. It makes me want to fill you with my seed so we can have many babies together.”

      Lilith sucked in a shaky breath before Adam’s lips crashed down on hers. He parted the seam with his tongue and explored her mouth. Lilith laced her fingers through Adam’s thick, dark locks. She hoped it was a sign to him that she enjoyed this intimacy he was currently giving to her. His lips trailed to her chin, neck, and collarbone before they kissed the tops of each breast. He then cupped her right breast and took it in his mouth, sucking on the nipple. Heat rushed directly to her lower belly.

      “You are so beautiful, Lilith, and are mine in every way. I want nothing more than to give you the pleasure you deserve.”

      Lilith cupped his cheeks and rubbed her thumbs along his rugged jawline. She couldn’t help but smile at the man. Sure, she wasn’t sure about his over-protectiveness, but it was indeed coming from a love that she could be sure of.

      “Come with me. I’ve gathered wood for a fire and some fruit for a meal. Tomorrow morning, I will leave at first light to hunt for a wild game so we can have a feast and celebrate our union.”
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        * * *

      

      Adam was already gone when Lilith awoke. She settled on gathering some kindling and wood for the fire pit Adam had made yesterday evening. Once she was done, Lilith cleaned around the fire area to clear away hard pebbles that were digging into the soles of her feet. She stepped back and smiled, pleased with her work. Next, she added the wood to the fire so it would be ready to cook whatever game Adam was hunting for. The sun was leaning toward the horizon when Adam returned with a deer.

      She smiled as he approached, but his gaze lowered from hers as he rushed to embrace her. And instead of pulling her into his muscular arms, he cupped her breasts instead.

      “I’ve missed you, woman. Come, let’s celebrate my kill by taking a bath together in the water.”

      His grip was gentle but firm on her chest, something she was used to, but only while they were making love, and never before had he held and kissed her in his arms in his greeting. This possessiveness seemed different. For the first time since Yudi breathed life into her, she wasn’t sure if she liked the proprietorial hold Yudi gave Adam over her. Sure, Adam was a male and practically a different species than her. He spoke before he thought and mostly reacted to the things around him rather than acting accordingly. At least, as far as she was concerned, anyway. Adam always had an opinion about how she did something, and lately, that didn’t settle well with her.

      Lilith contemplated the issue at hand before she ever spoke a word. She understood Yudi gave her this gift to compliment Adam’s alpha approach to the world around him. All of it made sense to Lilith. Adam and his sons she’d raise with him would need the alpha and cunning behavior to hunt wild animals for food. They needed these gifts to help them all survive.

      But Lilith still wished he could turn off that possessive alpha part of his brain when he came home to her, especially since she was trying to become the woman Adam wanted and needed once he returned from a long day of hunting. She didn’t think she was asking for too much—a simple give-and-take was all she needed to feel special and appreciated.

      “You must be tired from your journey—why don’t you rest, and I’ll make some stew from the meat.”

      Lilith placed a hand on Adam’s chest and tried to gently put some distance between them, but he wrapped his arms around her tighter.

      “Nonsense! We will bathe together, and I will make love to my Lilith, so you know how loved and adored you are.”

      His eyes were dark as they raked over her body. This seemed to become more and more of a ritual, with him claiming her. Usually, she didn’t mind. Despite his Neanderthal ways of doing things, she knew he cared about her. But all she wanted to do was crawl up into a little ball next to him and sleep for days. She craved that type of intimacy with him this evening.

      He was making her feel strange tonight, just as he had for the previous two. Each night he’d come back to their dwelling later and later, complaining about the hunt for food taking longer and longer than the day before. He’d often come home immediately after his fresh kill and wanted to celebrate with wine, food, and love-making.

      But tonight wasn’t a time that Lilith wanted him to think merely of himself. Especially after his eyes darkened like he was viewing her as an object he possessed rather than a woman he cared for and treasured. He scooped her up in his arms, and as soon as he placed her in the water, his hands pawed at her chest. They seemed to have a mind of their own as they seared her skin and branded hers as Adam’s.

      “Adam, please. Let’s enjoy some dinner and conversation first.”

      She didn’t mind his possessive touch. It made her feel wanted and needed. But tonight, all she wanted was a doting, tender touch.

      His body grew ridged, and his eyes screwed shut before he sucked in a breath.

      “I’m sorry. Does my holding you not please you? I can be more gentle.”

      His hands trailed from her breasts up her arms and shoulders before cupping her cheeks. A warmth washed over her as electric heat prickled her skin from his touch. It immediately changed from possessive to doting and loving, and Lilith found herself melting into a puddle of mush that resembled the fruit she’d been mashing up for her babes to eat earlier in the day. Her emotions went from course to sweet in a matter of seconds once Adam went from grinding his hips into her inner thighs to brushing the tip of his manhood over her entrance. Her lips curled as he touched them with his own.

      Adam brushed her lips with his once more before sucking on her bottom lip. The sensation was a mixture of the feather of a dove grazing her lips before a fish from the river she bathed in nuzzled at her ankles. Such a tender touch, something she’d been craving from him for the past three moons, and if she hadn’t tasted the sweat on his upper lip, a gorgeous blend of rain and sea, she would have thought he didn’t touch her lips at all. He’d become that in tune with her within seconds. Lilith, for the first time in a while, understood why Yudi called the Garden of Eden a paradise. Everything seemed to be falling into place.

      Finally.

      “I love the taste of you. It’s a sweet combination of gentle rain and the unpredictable sea.”

      His eyes softened, and a smile spread across his face before one of his large hands encompassed her right cheek.

      “I’m glad my sometimes unpredictability pleases you.”

      “It does.”

      “I love you, Lilith.”

      “And I love you.”
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        * * *

      

      Adam was gone all day again. It had been 7 full moons since their last perfect night together, and Lilith was beginning to wonder if Adam would only please her if she were stubborn about explaining to him what she needed. Today though? She was too tired even to try. She’d fallen into a fitful sleep waiting for him to come home, and when he got back, he expected Lilith to spend the entire evening with him. After spending all day caring for the children, Lilith was too tired to function. Even with Aset, an immortal witch who was brought to Lilith to help, Lilith was still too tired to move. She wasn’t sure how she could will her body to make love to Adam.

      “Baby, I’ve missed you. It’s lonely hunting all day, and I want to be with you tonight.”

      “And I’m tired. I tended to the babies all day. I’ve been poked, prodded, and wearing caked-on spit-up. All I want to do is bathe and fall asleep.”

      Adam cupped her cheek. She peered into his eyes and saw sympathy. It was a welcome change to be on the receiving end rather than being the one having to dish out the fondness she held for Adam.

      “Of course, my darling. Do what you have to. I’ll tend to the babes and put them down for their evening nap.”

      She patted Adam’s hand, which was still on her cheek.

      “Thank you, Adam. This means so much.”

      “Certainly! After all, you need a break from your motherly responsibilities. I will have Aset help me.”

      “Aset has been helping me all day, too. She’s also tired.”

      “I’m sure she won’t mind a few more minutes.”

      Adam walked off before Lilith could say anything more. She knew Yudi made her for Adam. She was supposed to be Adam’s perfect match, but there were times, especially now, when Lilith felt that was so far from the truth. Lilith knew she couldn’t put it off anymore. She had to talk to Yudi.
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