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			Dedication

			
		
    Deuteronomy 6:1. Now these are the commandments, statutes, and judgments, which the LORD thy God commanded to teach thee, that thou shouldest do them in the land whither thou goest to possess it: That thou mayest fear the LORD thy God, to keep all his statutes and his commandments which I command thee, thou, and thy son, and thy son's son, all the days of thy life; and that thy days may be prolonged.

 

 

Obedience to God must arise from fear of Him, or from a holy fear of God felt in the heart, for all true religion must be the work of the heart. It is not the mere action that God looks at, but the motive, the spirit that dictates it. Therefore it is always said, "That thou mayest fear the Lord thy God, that thou mayest keep all his statutes and commandments." Nor should we be content to keep the commandments ourselves. It is the duty of parents to see to the good of their children, to see to it that the child and the child's child walk all their lives in the ways of God. May God grant that we may never be partakers of the spirit of those who think that they have no need to care for the religion of their children, who seem to leave it to a blind fate. May we care for them with this care so that our child and our child's child may walk before the Lord all the days of his life.

 

Deuteronomy 6:3. Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe to do it, that it may go well with thee, and that thou mayest multiply, as the LORD God of thy fathers hath promised thee, in a land flowing with milk and honey.

It seems, according to the old covenant, that temporal prosperity was added as a blessing to the observance of God's commandments. It has sometimes been said that while prosperity was the blessing of the old covenant, adversity is the blessing of the new, and there is some truth in that statement, for whom Jehovah loves he chastens, and yet it is true that it is best for a food to walk in the commandments of God. There is a sense in which we make the best of both worlds when we seek the love of God. When we seek first the Kingdom of God and his righteousness, other things are added to us; so that it is not without significance for us that the Lord here promises temporal blessings to his people.

 

 

— Charles Spurgeon
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As we come to the book of Deuteronomy, we must remind you that this is the last book of the Pentateuch. The first five books of the Bible were written by Moses and constitute the Pentateuch. These books are the following: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.

A book full of valuable teachings and promises from God to his people. In Deuteronomy, we will find important instructions and exhortations that will guide us in our walk as followers of Christ.

In this book, we will see how Moses recapitulates the commandments and laws that God had given to the people of Israel, reminding them of the importance of obeying and trusting the Lord at all times. Through Moses' words, we will learn about God's faithfulness, His unfailing love and His desire for His people to live in holiness and obedience.

During our upcoming meetings, we will explore together the truths and lessons that Deuteronomy holds for us, and how we can apply them to our daily lives. May this study inspire us to live with integrity, to love God with our whole being, and to follow His ways with faithfulness and devotion. Get ready for a journey of spiritual growth and strengthening of our faith! Let's begin this exciting journey together in the book of Deuteronomy! Accompanied by God's grace and wisdom, we are ready to dive into His Word! Welcome everyone!

Titles

The word Deuteronomy, the name given to this book in the Greek translation of the Old Testament, means the second law. We are not to infer that it was a repetition of the law as given to Moses on Mount Sinai. This was more than a recapitulation. It was another example of the law of repetition or recurrence, which we have seen before in the Holy Scriptures. The Spirit of God has His method of saying something in the form of an outline or general plan, and then returning to it and emphasizing a particular portion of what He has said. It is the method God used to call our attention to certain matters of special importance. Specific laws that needed emphasis were repeated and dealt with in detail. For example, this was the case for the Ten Commandments in chapter 5.

There are four Hebrew titles of Deuteronomy.

1. Debarim - "The Words" or "These are the Words", which is derived from the first sentence of the book.

"These are the words which Moses spoke to all Israel on this side Jordan" (Deut. 1:1). These words that Moses spoke can be classified into an outline, the main divisions of which would be as follows:

I. The first 4 chapters look back on the journeys of the children of Israel. Moses reviewed their history for this new generation.

II. He then reiterated the law in chapters 5 to 26: in this section we find a repetition and interpretation of the 10 commandments (chapters 5 to 7), a series of religious and national rules (chapters 8 to 21) and a series of rules for domestic and personal relationships (chapters 22 to 26) Then, having looked back into the past, we come to another section,

III. in which he looked ahead, into the future, and the author presented one of the greatest prophetic portions in all of Scripture (in chapters 27 to 30). Finally, there is a requiem to Moses in chapters 31 to 34. Thus, this entire outline comes from one of the names of the book of Deuteronomy - "Debarim" or "The Words". Continuing with the other Hebrew titles of this book we have:

2. The Kith or Fifth Book of the Law.

3. The Book of Reproaches, and

4. Reiteration of the Law.

The writer

Moses wrote Deuteronomy. Moses was a man who knew God, and with whom God spoke face to face. The children of Israel saw the works of God, but they did not know Him. Moses did know His purposes. "His ways he declared unto Moses, and his works unto the children of Israel," Psalm 103:7 tells us. Deuteronomy was the result of this intimate knowledge, in addition to the experience of the 40 years in the wilderness.

The section dealing with the death of Moses, Deuteronomy 34:5-12, was probably written by Joshua and belongs to the book of Joshua. When this book of Joshua was written, it was placed in the Pentateuch scroll, making it a Hexateuch.

The book of Deuteronomy has been the focus of attack by critics. The literary paternity of the book was first questioned. The original criticism was that Moses could not have written it because the art of writing did not exist in Moses' time. That criticism was later refuted absolutely, since it is now known that writing existed long before the time of Moses.

Then the critics declared that the purpose of the book was to glorify the priesthood in Jerusalem, but neither the priesthood nor Jerusalem are mentioned in Deuteronomy.

Much of this criticism was derived from the Graf-Wellhausen hypothesis, which emerged many years ago from German universities. It is still taught in many of the seminaries in the United States.

The probable reason for the satanic attack against the book of Deuteronomy is that the Lord Jesus Christ quoted exclusively from this book when Satan tempted him.

The first temptation - (Matthew 4: 4 and Luke 4: 4) In that passage, Satan suggested to Jesus to turn stones into bread. Jesus quoted Deut. 8:3, and said: Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.

The second temptation - (Matthew 4: 7 and Luke 4:12) In this passage, Satan offered Jesus to throw himself from the pinnacle of the temple. Then Jesus quoted from Deut. 6:16, and said: Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.

The third temptation - (Matt. 4:10 and Luke 4: 8) In this passage, Satan took him to a place from which he showed him and offered him all the kingdoms of the world. Then Jesus quoted from Deut. 6:13 and 10:20; and said, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.

Deuteronomy exalts the Word of God. "And these words which I command you today shall be upon your heart" (Deut. 6:7). It is not the Bible you carry under your arm, or the one you keep in your library as a souvenir, that is important. Rather, it is the Bible that you open before your eyes and that you study and read. The Old Testament prophets quoted frequently from Deuteronomy. In the New Testament there are more than 80 references to the book.

The Topic

The theme of this book is love and obedience. Some may be surprised that the theme of God's love is mentioned so early in Biblical history. The word "love" appears 22 times, and "obey" appears 10 times.

The motive for obedience is love. The Lord Jesus was not trying to teach something new. He was teaching an eternal truth, when He said, in John 14:15, "If ye love me, keep my commandments". This book teaches that obedience is a response to God's love. The true motive for obedience is stated in Deut. 6:4,5: "Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, THE Lord is one. And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might".

Man's love for God is the motive of his obedience. This is not the gospel, but its great principle is found here. This will help us to have a fair view of the law. Let us understand one thing. The law is good!

Although we emphasize the fact that we cannot be saved by the law, this does not imply that the Law is not good. Of course, the law is good! So where is the problem? The difficulty is with you and with each one of us. Consequently, God has to save us only by His grace.

The principle of love and obedience is the path of blessing. It is also the answer to those who do not find love in the Old Testament. Love is found in the Old Testament, just as the law is found in the New Testament. Moses pleaded with the people to obey. They had to obey because Israel belonged to God. God loved them and wanted to keep them and prosper them. They were to show God their gratitude.

God has given us laws because He loves us. His laws are eternal, and great blessing results from obeying those laws. The difficulty lies in the human heart.

The purpose of the book

The book of Deuteronomy was written for that new generation that had arrived on the east bank of the Jordan River (Deut. 1:5), which was not familiar with the experiences of Mount Sinai. They had arrived on the east bank of the Jordan River, and they had one month left to enter the Promised Land (Deut. 1:3). The adults of the generation that had left Egypt were already dead and their bones were disintegrating under the desert skies because of their unbelief and disobedience. They had violated the law of God by the sins they had committed. They had demonstrated their lack of faith in God, which encompassed their sins of omission, that is, those things they should have done and did not do. For unbelief is sin!

As we said before, it is not that the law was bad, but that it was incapable of being put into practice because of human weakness. The Apostle Paul said in Romans 8:3, For God has done what the law of Moses could not do, which it was unable to do because of human weakness. God sent His Son in the very weakness of sinful man and as a sacrifice for sin, thus condemning sin in the very weakness of our condition. The flesh was evil as it is today. That was the reason why God had to have a totally different basis for saving us.

This new generation of adults needed to receive the law interpreted in the light of thirty-eight years of wilderness experience. New problems not specifically addressed by the law had arisen. As an example of new situations, let us recall, from our study of the book of Numbers, that the daughters of Zelophehad had come before Moses and told him that their father had no living male children. The family consisted of those five women. The law said that a male child was to inherit the land, and so they asked him if they would have the right of inheritance, or if the land would cease to be their father's family's if they could not inherit it. Therefore, there had to be an interpretation of the law, and the interpretation was that women, those who were heirs, could inherit the land just like men.

On the other hand, God also told His people that they should constantly teach the Law to their children. By the way, I wonder if this is not a neglected area in the home of our time and in some sectors of contemporary Christianity.

Moses gave this new generation the Lord's final instructions before yielding, at his death, the leadership of the nation. He reviewed the wilderness experiences, and emphasized again certain aspects of the law. He made known to them their next journey, in the light of the Palestinian covenant, which God had made concerning the Promised Land. In this book we will not only see that the Mosaic law was not only given to a people, but that it was also given to a land. Finally, Moses taught them a new song, blessed the twelve tribes, and prepared to die. The book concludes with a requiem to Moses.

To recapitulate, Deuteronomy follows the form or outline of the treaties that the kings of the second millennium B.C. concluded with a vassal country, which leads us to fix an early date for the writing of this book. But in spite of the aforementioned outline, the nature of this work is rather of the sermon type. Moses was preaching the law to the Israelite people, so that the Word of God would be engraved in their hearts. His goal was to get the people to renew the covenant made at Mount Sinai. In other words, his purpose was to achieve a renewed commitment to the Lord. For only by committing unconditionally to the Lord could those people enter, conquer and take possession of the Promised Land, to live in peace and prosperity. Let us now consider,



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Deuteronomy 1:1-3
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Subject: the failure of Cades-Barnea

It is important to note here that the first four chapters of this book give a retrospective look at the journeys of the children of Israel. In fact, these four chapters constitute the first speech that was delivered by Moses. This speech extends from Deut. 1:6 to Deut. 4:40. Moses is recalling his past history and, specifically, the journeys of the Israelites and interpreting many of the events that occurred. All of that generation had died, with the exception of Caleb and Joshua. He was preparing the new generation to enter the Promised Land, and reviewing the experiences of their fathers, so that the new generation would profit from them and not repeat the failures of their forefathers. Let us read verse 1 of this first chapter of Deuteronomy:

"These are the words which Moses spoke to all Israel on this side Jordan, in the wilderness, in the Arabah, opposite the Red Sea, between Paran, Tophel, Laban, Hazeroth, and Dizahab."

From that mountain, it is possible to see the city of Jerusalem. What is seen today does not appear to be, in any way, a promised land. It looks more like an uninhabited land, and this reveals what has happened to that land over the centuries. When Moses looked at it from the top of that mountain, we believe he saw a flourishing and good land. Today, it is a desert. Let us continue reading verse 2:

"Eleven days are from Horeb, on the way to the mountains of Seir, to Kadesh-barnea."

Mount Sinai is in Horeb. It was a journey of about eleven days from Horeb to Kadesh-barnea. This was the entrance to the Promised Land. Israel spent 38 years wandering, when it should have taken only eleven days to enter the land. Why? Because of their unbelief. Their march became a wandering wandering, and they became simply strangers and pilgrims in that wilderness. This is the sad result. Why was it so? Because they were slow to learn. They went astray because of their unbelief and wandered for thirty-eight years in that vast and terrible wilderness.

We too are late learners, dear listener. We think we would describe ourselves by saying that we have a low mental quotient, spiritually speaking. Let us continue reading verse 3, of this chapter 1 of Deuteronomy:

"And it came to pass in the fortieth year, on the first day of the eleventh month, that Moses spake unto the children of Israel according to all that the Lord had commanded him concerning them."

At the end of their time of wandering in the wilderness, Moses delivered his first speech to them. Obviously, His words were first given verbally, and then later they were written down. Moses was the spokesman who delivered the speech, and yet he made it clear that these words were revealed to him by the Lord.

The theme of this book is based on love and obedience, as well as the purpose of its author to instill in those people the spiritual and human values of the divine Revelation, both in the relationship between human beings and God, as well as in the horizontal relationship of the social coexistence of people. This theme is highly relevant to the times in which we live. Obedience to divine laws seems to human beings to be impossible to comply with or, in the best of cases, they are considered a heavy burden to bear. It is because these laws are opposed to sin and the control it maintains over human nature. But when the human heart is captivated by the love of God revealed in Jesus Christ and in his work of salvation on the cross, the feelings of redeemed human beings, freed from slavery, feel gratitude towards God. And the more they come to love him, the more gratifying it is for them to live according to the will, words and principles of their Creator and Savior. And I think we all understand that situation, with which, on a human level, we are so familiar. Have we not felt a real satisfaction in pleasing those we love? So it is with those who love God.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Deuteronomy 1:9-2:5
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We continue today studying Deuteronomy chapter 1. And in our previous episode, we talked about how Moses was reminding the Israelites of their wilderness wanderings. And we were saying that Mount Sinai is in Horeb. And that from Horeb to Kadesh-barnea, which was the entrance to the Promised Land, was a journey of about 11 days. Now, Israel spent 38 years wandering in the wilderness when they should have traveled only 11 days to enter the Promised Land. And all because of their unbelief.

Now, at the end of that time of pilgrimage, Moses delivered his first speech. His words were expressed verbally, but later they were written down. Moses was the spokesman who gave the speech. However, he made it clear that these words had been revealed to him by the Lord Himself. Let us continue today to consider,

The failure of Cades-Barnea

In recalling in detail his history and his journeys, Moses mentioned his first mistake. Let us read verses 9, 12 and 13 of this chapter 1 of Deuteronomy:

"At that time I spoke to you and said to you, 'I alone cannot bear you..... How shall I alone bear your troubles, your burdens, and your strife? Give me from among you, from your tribes, wise and understanding and expert men, that I may appoint them as your leaders."

We find the account of this incident in Exodus chapter 18. Moses became irritated, feeling very frustrated. He believed that he alone was bearing the burden of Israel. Then the Lord allowed him to appoint elders, and so a committee of 70 elders was formed. This committee would eventually become the Sanhedrin, the organization that many years later would deliver Jesus Christ to death.

Moses, in his frustration, lost sight of the fact that it was God who was bearing with Israel. Moses was God's appointed leader and needed no Board or Committee. He made a mistake on that occasion, and it was a mistake that several generations later would lead to the crucifixion of Christ. And Moses made mention here of that mistake. Very few people would point out his failures, but Moses acknowledged them. He said that at first it had seemed to him a very good measure, but it did not work out and caused many difficulties.

Now, do you want to know Moses' assessment of the wilderness through which they passed? Let's read verse 19:

"When we departed from Horeb, we went through all that great and terrible wilderness which you saw, by the way of the mountain of the Amorites, as the Lord our God commanded us, and we came to Kadesh-barnea."

And we will have to take his word for it, because he was there. It was a vast and inhospitable desert. The journey of the children of Israel through the wilderness did not consist precisely in following a flowery path.

The second mistake Moses recorded was the decision made at Kadesh-barnea. This was a mistake of the people. And once again, it was the result of having a deliberative group or committee. Let us continue reading verses 20 to 23:

"Then said I unto you, Ye are come unto the mountain of the Amorites, which the Lord our God giveth us. See, the Lord, your God, has given you the land: go up and take possession of it, as the Lord, the God of your fathers, has said to you. Fear not, nor be dismayed. But you all came near and said to me, "Let us send men ahead of us, and let them search the land, and when they return, let them bring us an account of the way by which we are to go up and of the cities we are to come to. The proposal seemed good to me, and I took twelve men from among you, one man from each tribe.

Here we see that they considered it necessary to have a coordinating group to go in and explore the land. God had already recognized it! God had said it was a land rich in agriculture and livestock. Of course there were giants in the land, but God had said that He would take care of them. The people wanted to have that group of observers and Moses agreed. And we know what happened. This was the reason why they returned to that terrible desert.

The fundamental problem was their unbelief. God had said it was a good land. And the spies went through it and agreed that it was a good land. They said there were giants in the land. But God had said that He would deal with the giants because He would enable Israel to deal with that situation. But, they did not believe God.

The Christian is often confronted by giants in his life. We are sure that as a child of God you have also found yourself, figuratively speaking, in the land of giants, that is, facing people or seemingly insurmountable difficulties. Believe us, it is difficult to know how to deal with a giant when you feel like a pygmy yourself. God has given us the same promise. He can take care of the giants, those gigantic circumstances, for us. And it's wonderful to know that. It's not usually the external factors that are our real problem. It's our internal circumstance that causes the problems.

Now, God told them plainly that all the generation that came to Kadesh-barnea, and that fell back in unbelief, would die. A whole new generation had arisen. God was now speaking to this new generation through Moses. This new generation was to take advantage of those experiences of their fathers. They were to learn from them for their own entrance into the Promised Land. There were only two men left from the old generation, two men who were allowed to enter the Promised Land and they were Joshua and Caleb. Let us turn now to verse 34 and read through verse 38 of this Deuteronomy chapter 1:

"When the LORD heard the voice of your words, he was angry and swore this oath, Not one man of this evil generation shall see the good land which I swore to give to your fathers, except Caleb the son of Jephunneh; he shall see it, and I will give to him and to his sons the land which he trod, because he has faithfully followed the LORD. The LORD was also angry with me for your sakes, and said unto me, Thou shalt not go in thither. Joshua the son of Nun, who serves you, he shall go in thither; encourage him, for he shall give it to Israel."

Caleb and Joshua were very different from the others. They were among the spies who believed God and brought back an accurate report, a good report. The fact is that Caleb succeeded in taking possession of the land he wanted to have. We will see later in the book of Joshua that he was an extraordinary man. He went through that land and claimed precisely the mountain where the giants lived! And when the time came, he said to Moses: Give me now this mountain. And God gave it to him and to his descendants.

By the way, what do you want from God? Are you a father or mother? Are you a young person who is beginning to struggle in this life? What do you want from God? Let us say this: Perhaps by now you have discovered that you cannot just sit and watch, and then pretend to get what you want. For it is not simply a matter of praying, and praying, and praying. Of course we agree that we must pray, and that it is necessary to maintain a relationship of fellowship with God. But it is clear that we must go out and fight to take possession of what we desire. Let us remember that God said He would give Caleb the land on which he had set his foot. Many of us today, we do not receive blessing because, figuratively speaking, we spend too much time sitting. That's not where we should be. We need to walk, to get moving. Much is said in the Scriptures about the Christian's walking, but very little is said about the Christian's sitting. We must take possession of what God has promised us!

Joshua was the man who was to become the leader to succeed Moses. Why was he chosen? He was a man of experience and also faithfully followed God. He had been the other spy who brought back a good report along with Caleb, at the completion of the reconnaissance of the land. In other words, these two men believed God. That was the bottom line. They believed God and were willing to step out in faith. you don't believe God by simply sitting in a passive wait-and-see attitude and demanding the great blessings. We must step out by faith to get involved in God's cause. Let us continue reading verse 39:

"And your children, of whom you said they would serve as a spoil, and your children, who know neither good nor evil today, they shall go in thither; to them will I give it, and they shall inherit it."

There are some very important things here that we do not want to overlook. In the first place, the age at which people attain responsibility is older than we think it is. Some of these who entered the Promised Land were between the age of thirteen and nineteen in Kadesh-barnea. We know from our study of Numbers 14:29 that God set the age at 20, and all those over 20 died in the wilderness.

God did not hold responsible those young men who had not reached the age of responsibility, when the elders of the people refused to enter the Promised Land, but allowed them to enter the land. It was because those of the old generation had said that they did not want to enter the land because they were thinking of the safety of their children; and God expressed very clearly that this was not their true motive. They were insulting God. They were really saying that God would not take care of the children. Then God said to them, "Yes, I care for your children; and those little ones whom you thought were in great danger are precisely the ones who will enter the land." And that generation of young people had reached the border of the land and were ready to enter the Promised Land. And it was to them that Moses addressed himself. Let us now read verses 40 and 41 of this chapter 1 of Deuteronomy:

"But you turn and go into the wilderness, on the way to the Red Sea. Then you answered and said to me: We have sinned against the Lord. We will go up and fight, according to all that the Lord our God has commanded us. And you armed yourselves every man with your weapons of war and prepared to go up to the mountain.

After the children of Israel had refused to enter the land at Kadesh-barnea, they faced a tremendous dilemma. They had sinned against God. They faced the wilderness if they turned back, that wilderness which Moses had referred to as that great and terrible wilderness. Recognizing then that they had sinned, and realizing what they faced in the wilderness if they turned back, they declared that they would enter the land after all. Let us read verse 42 of this Deuteronomy chapter 1:

"But the Lord said unto me, Say unto them, Go not up, neither fight, for I am not among you; lest ye be overthrown by your enemies."

Let us tell you that such fighting was not good. And do you know why? Because they were outside the will of God. The reason they were willing to fight this time was not because they believed God, but because they were afraid. Their motivation was fear, not faith. They were driven by fear, and not by faith in God. Now, verse 43 tells us:

"I spoke to you, but you did not listen to me; rather you were rebellious against the command of the Lord, and by persisting haughtily you went up on the mountain."

Here it was not about faith. If they had gone up in the beginning because they believed God, it would have been different. But this attitude reveals that they acted presumptuously and that was a totally different situation. We believe there is a clear distinction between faith and presumption.

Let us now continue reading verses 44 to 46 of this chapter 1 of Deuteronomy:

"But the Amorites that dwelt in that mountain met you, and chased you as the wasps do, and defeated you in Seir until you came to Hormah. Then you returned and wept before the LORD, but the LORD did not listen to your voice or pay attention to you. Therefore you had to stay in Kadesh all the time that you were there".

Notice this, dear listener. They came before the Lord and shed crocodile tears. They wept and repented. Yes, but what kind of repentance was this? Listen to what the apostle Paul told us in his second letter to the Corinthians 7:10, The sorrow that is according to God worketh repentance to salvation, whereof there is no repentance; but the sorrow of the world worketh death.

But let us return to our passage. Were they weeping because they had disobeyed God? No. They wept because the Amorites had persecuted them. Defeat was the reason for their weeping. You know that when an offender is arrested, he begins to weep, he sheds tears and repents. But what kind of tears are those? Is he crying because he is a thief? No. He cries because he has been arrested. There is a big difference between genuine repentance and regret for being caught. And that is exactly what we see here with the Israelites. And as a consequence of all this, they spent a long time in Kadesh-barnea.

And so we conclude our study of Deuteronomy chapter 1. And we come now to,
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Deuteronomy 2:1-5
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Topic: Days in the desert

This speech of Moses continued with the review of their journeys. After they turned back at Kadesh-barnea, the children of Israel headed toward Mount Seir, and as verse 1 of chapter 2 says: for a long time we went around the mountains of Seir. We have always thought that the Lord has a sense of humor, and we believe it was evident in this phrase, in which Moses continued speaking, in verses 2 and 3:

"Then the Lord said to me, 'It is enough for you to have compassed this mountain; turn you northward.'"

It is also evident that they did not know where to go. All they had been doing was going around Mount Seir, until at last God told them that He was getting tired of it.

And we fear that many Christians do the same. Because they fail to take God's Word seriously. They are stalling, not moving forward, and getting stuck. There are lessons here in this Deuteronomy chapter 2 that we need to learn. Let us now continue reading verses 4 and 5 of this Deuteronomy chapter 2:

"Say to the people, 'When you pass through the territory of your brethren, the sons of Esau, who dwell in Seir, they will be afraid of you; but you be very careful. Do not meddle with them, for I will not give you of their land even that which covers the sole of a foot, for I have given the mountains of Seir as an inheritance to Esau."

There is something else here that is important for us to learn. In Genesis chapter 36 we learned that Esau lived in Seir and that Esau was Edom. Jacob, as the eldest son, had received the birthright, and he received from God the promise that his descendants would have the promised land. Esau went to Seir, and it was evident that God had given that part to Esau's people as a possession. Today this land is in Jordan, the country where Petra, the rock-hewn city preserved to this day, is located. God then clearly told the Israelites that they could not touch Esau's possession.

Now, here is a lesson also for the nations. God has fixed the boundaries of the nations, as the apostle Paul said in the book of the Acts of the Apostles 17:26, speaking to the Athenians: From one blood he has made all the seed of men to dwell on all the face of the earth; and he has fixed for them the order of the times, and the bounds of their habitation. Many wars have broken out because the boundaries of nations have not been respected.

Another lesson we must learn is that God always keeps His promises. Even to a people like Esau's people, God remained faithful to what He had promised.

And we say goodbye today, reaffirming our confidence in the veracity of God's promises and inviting you to share this faith, which we find confirmed in the Apocalypse, the last book of the Bible, in which He is seated on the throne and says: Behold, I make all things new. And the divine voice said to the author of this book: Write, for these words are faithful and true.
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