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Preface

 


Parent/Teacher Conferences:

What Every Parent and Teacher Should
Know

By: Meriam F. Wilhelm

 


During the elementary school years, one of
the most important relationships a parent should have is with their
child’s classroom teacher. The better you know the teacher and what
is actually happening at your child's school and classroom, the
more successful your child can be. Connecting with your child's
teacher should be a priority as you start out each new school
year.

 


One way to ensure that a fluid relationship
exists between you and the teacher is by establishing and
maintaining open lines of communication between home and school.
This will require a bit of work on your part, but I assure you that
you and your child will benefit greatly from this positive
partnering with the teacher.

 


I’m going to share with you key times to meet
with your teacher, how to interpret what he or she is saying and
when to take your meeting to the next level. Finally, I will share
with you several children’s books to help you help your child to
make the most out of every school year.


Chapter 1


​Steps For Building
Strong School Relationships

 


Let me begin by addressing why it’s so
important to establish a positive working relationship with your
child’s classroom teacher.

 


If you think about it, on any given school
day, most teachers see our kids as much or more than we do as
parents. This is the individual with whom our child spends 7 to 9
hours of their day and from whom they will receive their academic,
social and emotional modeling and instruction.

 


So it just makes sense that by connecting
with the teacher and maintaining open lines of communication your
child’s learning opportunities will be strengthened. When a parent
knows what is happening within the classroom they can “join forces”
with the teacher, ensuring that potential academic weaknesses,
challenges, victories and achievements are shared at both school
and home.

 


By establishing these relationships parents
are more likely to call when questions arise and teachers are more
likely to respond. By that I mean, when a teacher feels that a
parents is aware, informed and actually “partnering” with them,
they are more likely to make the time and effort to go the extra
mile on a student’s behalf.

 


The secondary, but equally important, result
of this positive relationship is that the child knows that everyone
is on board, informed and committed to helping them. Fewer kids
would slip through the cracks if their parents and teachers chose
to be better aligned.

 


There are many ways in which you can
"connect" with your child's school and Parent/Teacher Conferences
are just one of many methods for assuring that you are in receipt
of current, important information.

 


Although every school is different there are
generally three types of Parent/Teacher Conferences during a
regular school year. I am going to discuss each of these three
meeting styles, highlight how to best prepare yourself for the most
successful interaction, determine when to invite others to a
conference and demonstrate how to better understand and use what
you learn from these experiences.

 


Generally, the three main types of
Parent/Teacher Conferences include, Back To School Night,
“Decemberish and Mayish” Conferences and Individualized Conferences
or SST’s. Each of these forms of conferencing serve a unique
purpose, moving from a more generalized information session to an
issue specific meeting.

 


In addition to conferences, there are other
ways in which to familiarize yourself with the comings and goings
of your child's school.

 


How Can You Really Know What’s Happening At
School?

 


If you really want to know what is happening
at your child's school, you need to spend some quality time on
campus. Even if your available time is limited, make a point to get
on campus at least once every 4 to 8 weeks.

 


I encourage you to use your time wisely.
Although it can be enticing, avoid getting pulled into the hallway
gossip line and instead seek out those who can provide current,
correct info.

 


Volunteer in the classroom and get to know
your child’s teacher personally.

 


Establish a consistent e-mail relationship
with the teacher.

 


Get involved with the PTA, Site Council, art
or music programs or Booster Club.

 


Attend every Parent/Teacher Conference

 


Read every e-mail from your principal along
with all school newsletters

 


Watch carefully for all interim academic
reports and all report cards.

 


Keep an eye on your school and district
websites

 


Check your child’s backpack for school
notices

 


These are some of the most powerful ways for
you to get information, establish meaningful school relationships
and to stay on top of all that is happening at your child’s school.
However, getting more specific information on your child's academic
progress may require a bit more involvement.

 


Sometimes a teacher will assume that you are
regularly going through your child’s backpack in search of test
results, returned reports and other graded materials and that you
are up to speed on your child's academic progress. Don’t make the
mistake of assuming that all is well if you have not heard from a
teacher. Nothing might be further from the truth. Unfortunately,
not all teachers will seek you out if your child is struggling.
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