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			INTRODUCTION

		

		
			Steve Hutchison reviews 100 amazing horror procedurals from the 1980s. Each film is analyzed and discussed with a synopsis and a rating. The movies are ranked from best to worst. How many have you seen?

		

		
			#1

		

		
			Ghostbusters
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			1984

		

		
			Three unemployed supernatural investigators start a ghost hunting business.

		

		
			8/8

		

		
			Here’s a perfect mix of comedy, horror and fantasy that will get straight to your heart and guts. In a way, it is also a light superhero story. Because it is perfectly suitable for a child as much as the general audience, Ghostbusters is eerie, makes you jump, shiver, but features virtually no gore. There are monsters, though, and plenty of them. The effects are amazing and one of a kind.

			The score and soundtrack play a big role in delivering a fun supernatural aura that penetrates the screen. While some of the creature effects are a little cheap, most of the ghost effects blend well with the picture. This one isn’t all about visuals. The characters and the story are compelling and the dialogue is catchy.

			The actors are perfect in their roles and their performances are close to flawless. Ghostbuster isn’t shy on effects, making use of animatronics, rubber suits and an abundance of color keying. Get ready to be entertained all the way through; sucked in a surreal New York that gets increasingly sinister as subplots converge.

		

		
			#2

		

		
			The Fly
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			1986

		

		
			A scientist in love gradually turns into a fly after experimenting with a teleportation method he discovered.

		

		
			8/8

		

		
			The Fly is one of the best body horror movies ever made. As such, it succeeds where most werewolf films failed and features grander effects and make-up. The visuals are astonishingly elaborate and get increasingly disgusting as the story unfolds. The transformation sequence spans over several scenes and the tragedy is deeply felt because the two leads convey a wide range of emotions over time.

			Dialogue is meticulously calculated. There is an aura of remorse and regrets that the hook foreshadows. 1986’s The Fly remakes a 1958 film by the same title that can use the update. The plot is roughly the same, but this one is much scarier and more intense. It is a perfect mix of psychological and physical horror; terrifying, gory, and often both at the same time for maximum shock value.

			It is arguably David Cronenberg’s best directorial and screenwriting portfolio piece at this point in his career. Despite its extreme premise, the film is never surreal or complicated. The characters are well-written, natural, compelling. Thriller tropes meet lycanthropy in this instant classic that will surely leave its mark. It is unique and close to perfection on all levels.

		

		
			#3

		

		
			A Nightmare on Elm Street 3: Dream Warriors
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			1987

		

		
			Teenagers held in a mental institution become the victims of a mad man who invades nightmares and kills through them.

		

		
			8/8

		

		
			Fully established now, the A Nightmare on Elm Street franchise takes full advantage of the mid-80’s way to do things when it comes to supernatural slashers. This time around, we focus on a group of troubled kids held in a psych ward and not taken seriously when the deadly nightmares kick in. The new setting is a great stepping stone. The fact that the victims are confined adds to the threat.

			Until now, in Springwood, personalities weren’t clearly defined and character arcs were privileged over character traits. The different protagonists are now full-on stereotypes. They are sympathetic, nonetheless, and, though their situation is sad, they are an entertaining bunch. Their personas become a critical part of the plot when they learn they can shape their own dreams to survive the night.

			The movie is dark, magical, gimmicky. Prosthetic and animatronics play a significant role. Heather Langenkamp’s character returns and Krueger is still played by Robert Englund. The initial mythology lost in the previous entry is shunned and resumes. It’s everything the first sequel should have been. It’s is ambitious, looks great, and pushes fantasy even further than the previous films did.

		

		
			#4

		

		
			Child’s Play
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			1988

		

		
			A doll possessed by the ghost of a serial killer pursues a young boy in order to trade souls with him.

		

		
			8/8

		

		
			Child’s Play isn’t the first instance in which a killer doll terrorizes its owner, but the subject was mostly approached in anthology shorts and with limited animatronics, or in movies that underused the gimmick. This isn’t the case here. While it takes a while for Chucky, the possessed doll, to get its reveal, our imagination fills in the blank as the story unfolds.

			There is something creepy about an inanimate object coming to life, especially when it’s after the soul of a young kid. The doll’s design is terrifying and skillfully rendered. The slow pace allows for great suspense and clever jump scares you’ll never forget. There had been Gremlins before, then Critters, but nothing quite like Child’s Play in the miniature department.

			Both the writing and the directing come together nicely and give us a virtually perfect product. The actors all give a good, unique performance. Chucky joins Michael Myers, Freddy Krueger and Jason Voorhees in the ranks of famous contemporary horror villains. He’s a strange but highly marketable product of voodoo magic and pop culture. He comes with a set of batteries and a foul-mouth...

		

		
			#5

		

		
			A Nightmare on Elm Street
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			1984

		

		
			A teenage girl and her friends die one by one after being tricked and tortured by an evil figure that haunts nightmares.

		

		
			8/8

		

		
			Ultimate nightmare-themed horror movie, this film turns the only bad thing about sleep; nightmares, into some kind of contagious, spiritual disease that tries to kill you before you wake up. It exploits the idea of sleep deprivation in the most creative way imaginable. Like a werewolf curse triggered under a full moon, carnage is inevitable. It hides inside you, waits, and can hardly be delayed .

			Not your average villain, Freddy Krueger, the eccentric antagonist, can bend the laws of physics and lives in a surreal world that he disguises as our own. Thanks to brilliant photography, a rigorous sense of pace and ominous suspense, the transitions between reality and dreams are seamless. The camera doesn’t let us in on the illusion so we are as clueless as the victims are.

			A Nightmare on Elm Street is nearly perfect. The effects are visionary, the gore striking, the performances more than satisfying, the concept pure genius and the gimmick extremely catchy. Freddy comes with his sonata, his own lighting and a nice, shocking backstory. He joins Michael Myers and Jason Voorhees as one of the most marketable horror icons showing great potential for sequels.

		

		
			#6

		

		
			Psycho II
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			1983

		

		
			A murderer released from a psychiatric institution questions his sanity.

		

		
			8/8

		

		
			Psycho 2 is released 23 years after the original film. The surreal thriller became one of the few significant milestones of its time and wasn’t necessarily designed to generate a franchise, though its plot never led to the antagonist’s death. As we know now, Anthony Perkins’s character was the killer and he returns for this sequel. He gives a performance perfectly in tone with the previous one.

			The original Psycho was in black and white and this one uses washed out color. It crafts a photography that purposely feels behind its time. The grain is rich and the lighting is evened. Tom Holland wrote a slow screenplay that spends quality time with the leads. He creates dialogue tension effortlessly, as Hitchcock did. He keeps the story arc to a minimum, as if suspending and stretching time.

			Like 1960s Psycho, Psycho 2 is big on turns and twists but doesn’t necessarily keep them for last. When you think you have it all figured out, an element of surprise makes you reconsider what you think you know. This is a layered whodunit with what seems like plot holes, but it is made in the spirit of the original. The pacing is the same, the structure is as creative and it is just as dark.

		

		
			#7

		

		
			Aliens
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			1986

		

		
			The survivor of a space invasion awakened from stasis by her employer is asked to assist a troop of soldiers in hunting aliens.

		

		
			8/8

		

		
			Ripley, played by returning actress Sigourney Weaver, is offered a promotion if she resumes her nightmare. She accepts, curiously, but for the good of a franchise’s birth. This time, her friends have big guns! They are not pencil pushers stuck in space; they’re tough soldiers on a kamikaze mission. Aliens is more military and borrows from action flicks, as well as horror and science-fiction.

			Everything is bigger, more frantic, rougher. There is sporadically elongated group dialogue and the movie has many crowded, elaborate battle scenes. It also behaves like a slasher film, as the support characters meet their end in dark corners. There is plenty of room for character exposition and it significantly pays off when things get tense and out of control as the bodies start piling up.

			The players are vivid, cartoonish, superficial but purposely and not more than your average video game character. The effects range from rear projection to puppetry; all taken to gigantic proportions, this time. The detailed sets match those of the original. Elements that were left unexplored the first time around are given a meaning and a purpose. This certainly lives up to the original!

		

		
			#8

		

		
			Poltergeist
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			1982

		

		
			A suburban family’s home becomes infested with ghosts.

		

		
			8/8

		

		
			Few ghost movies are this marketable, complete and polyvalent; containing taboos, scares and gore, yet available to adults and younger audiences alike. It is also convincing when relying on psychological horror. Ultimately, the fear of the unknown is what it focuses on. It makes you go through a wide range of emotions in between its terrifying key scenes, borrowing from many genres.

			The cast is relatively limited. The actors are intense and can convey both humor and terror. The dialogue feels natural, when not purposely surreal. A character is injected late in the script to bring fantasy, spirituality and hope to a film otherwise much darker. The dynamic between scientists, believers and the family gives you a false sense of security that it can take away at any time.

			The effects in Poltergeist sometimes reveal color key artifact, but the grain and technological limitations create a unique cinematographic signature. The major scenes are big and loud, and those flaws are soon forgiven, considering how much is thrown at the viewer. The directing, the editing and the score are an immersing torrent that truly adds to the ambiance.

		

		
			#9

		

		
			An American Werewolf in London
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			1981

		

		
			The survivor of a wolf attack fears he might be cursed by lycanthropy.

		

		
			8/8

		

		
			Werewolf movies are often horrifying because the enemy is the curse; not just the beast. This film does it better than most, but transformation is what it does better than all. It features the greatest effects money and grey matter can buy. The werewolf animatronics and the other practical effects used for metamorphosis are pure genius. It’s raw, real, hairy, and it looks as painful as it should.

			A few dream sequences, irrelevant and inconsequential, come out as indulgent. Otherwise, the script is clever and well-paced. There is a mind-shattering subplot dealing with ghosts. It implies that the werewolf’s dark fate involves being forever haunted by the spirits of his or her victims. This kind of writing adds depth to a mythology merely alluded to in previous film history, and it’s scary.

			The vocal soundtrack is excellent; carefully selected and with lunar references as lyrics, and spices up the omnipresent tongue in cheek humor. The great acting and the intimate shooting locations work hand in hand in delivering a thick ambiance that feels familiar, comfortable, romantic, “next door”. Everything comes together in creating one of the spookiest werewolf movies out there.

		

		
			#10

		

		
			The Thing
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			1982

		

		
			In Antarctica, a group of scientists comes in contact with a hostile alien parasite that lurks inside their camp.

		

		
			8/8

		

		
			This is a remake of the movie The Thing from Another World, a 1951 John W. Campbell story adaptation. The actors are all male and all geared up to face the worst conditions; more specifically, here, an upcoming battle against a powerful being that wraps itself in mystery. The “Thing” can hardly be summarized with words and doesn’t communicate the way we do.

			The Thing establishes suspense like few horror films do; by laying down the facts, raising questions that may never find answers, then offering you so much more than the many outcomes you could possibly imagine. It uses perfectly paced sequences leading to unexpected jump scares. The animatronics are one of the kind and among the best and scariest ever seen in the genre.

			The lighting is always just right; not revealing too much or too little. The thick ambiance is reinforced by an ongoing storm that implicitly restricts and locks the protagonists in; therefore accommodating the creature and forcing the victims to find creative ways to survive. Fortunately, they have big muscles, free access to a large arsenal and aren’t the scared type...
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