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Episode 3

 

A Death in the Family

 

 

“I want in,” Asadi says to John.

Before the old man can reply, a crack, louder than a firecracker, fills the night. It echoes over the town.

“Did you hear that?” John says. “Shit, that sounded like a gunshot.”

The sound does not repeat. No commotion follows. No sirens sound.

“We have to get down there,” John says.

“What about my wife?”

“Jonathan’s here. He’ll take care of her.”

Asadi hesitates.

“Come on, son. It might be the beast who killed her that’s been shot. Or at least shot at.”

John descends the slope. Asadi follows.

They hurry into the street below, passing houses cloaked in darkness. No lights are switched on. No one stands in their doorway. An unnerving hush pervades the town.

John’s cell phone rings. He pulls it from his pocket and holds it to his ear. The caller’s voice is fraught with panic and so loud that Asadi can hear the words.

“Sam, calm down,” John says. “I can’t understand—”

“Deontay’s been shot!” Sam cries. “He’s not breathing. I…I think he’s dead!”

“Where are you?”

“We’re outside the pharmacy! Hurry!”

 

***

 

Sam stands beneath the glow of a streetlamp, the cell phone in her hand. Deontay lies on the pavement before her, his unseeing eyes gazing into the moonlit sky. This man, her friend for four years, is gone.

A few moments ago, he’d been squirming on the ground, his body jerking in response to his dying brain. She’ll never forget the scent of urine as he lost control of his bladder nor the rattle of his breath as it escaped his lungs. She should’ve done something, should’ve helped him. Instead, she’d watched him die.

Sam’s eyes are drawn to the bullet wound in Deontay’s temple and the blood pooling around his head. A lump forms in her throat. She swallows, trying to stem the tide of sorrow, but her efforts avail her nothing. Suzie’s heart-rending sobs splinter her already fractured soul.

Suzie kneels beside Deontay’s body, rocking back and forth, her face in her hands. Sam bends down and places a hand on her shoulder.

“Why?” Suzie shouts. “Why did you kill him?”

A man stands with his back to them. He doesn’t answer.

Footsteps approach, echoing in the empty street. Sam looks up as John and Asadi approach. John’s weathered face is pale, his eyes wide.

“Christ,” he mutters. For a moment, his knees seem to buckle. Asadi reaches out to steady him, but somehow, the old guy keeps his feet. “Who? What…?”

Sam takes a deep breath; her heart falters in her chest. “John, you won’t believe this. I don’t even believe it—”
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