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      George Adamson took a step and grimaced. The pain traversed from his knee throughout his eighty-one-year-old body. Despite the discomfort, he grinned. The doctor told him less than an hour earlier he could fix the joint. Something about stem cell regeneration. George didn't understand the particulars but they didn't matter. The important thing was he could get rid of that evil walker. The device had a mind of its own. Sometimes it wouldn't go. Sometimes it wouldn't stop. Sometimes it went places George wasn't prepared to go. One time, it rammed into old Mrs. Fernandez right on her butt cheeks when she bent over to pick up a book she had dropped. The manager almost evicted George from the nursing home over the incident. Only by feigning no memory of the moment did he stay. Besides that, Mrs. Fernandez deserved to get a ram on her posterior. She had to be the most obnoxious busybody in the home. If she couldn't find dirt on another patient, she made it up.

      George took another step. He walked to the convenience store a block from the nursing home daily. It was his way of feeling independent. The low-crime neighborhood posed no threat. His mind left Mrs. Fernandez and went to the ice cream cone he wanted. Chocolate swirl. His favorite. The old biddies at the home never served ice cream. They decreed it to be unhealthy. What did they know? As long as he could walk the block to the store and back again, George considered himself fit. Despite the pain in his bum knee, he enjoyed the outdoors, and he was about to get his knee fixed. He might skip or hopscotch to the store just to show up the old nurses who seemed determined to torment him.

      The smile remained until the bullet disintegrated his heart.
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      "I don't get it," said East Baton Rouge Parish Detective Phil Carson as he stood over George's body.

      "Me, either," Ralph Norman agreed. He had been Phil's partner for six years, and together they had worked hundreds of homicides. Their record for closures, meaning solving the cases, went unparalleled in the department.

      Phil was the no-nonsense lead detective, and Ralph served as comic relief during the intense investigations. The junior detective stood six inches shorter and fifty pounds heavier than the leaner Phil. He always wore a smile, no matter the dire circumstances.

      The two asked questions of the people who said they had witnessed the murder. Not a single one had seen the killer, knew where the shot originated or had heard the shot at all. All they could confidently testify to was George had been walking to the store and collapsed.

      Phil and Ralph tried their best to reconstruct the scene. The bullet hit George in his upper back and exited his lower stomach. Almost a seventy-five-degree angle. That would mean the shot came from a twenty-three-story building. The problem facing the detectives was that there was no such building close to the murder scene. The largest structure nearby was the nursing home, and it stood a mere three stories.

      "Maybe the vic bent over to pick up something," Ralph said, trying to come up with a plausible explanation for the entry and exit wounds.

      "If he had, the bullet would have exited around his neck, not his stomach," Phil responded.

      "What if he was shot from the front when he bent over? It might exit through the stomach."

      Phil paused. His partner might've come up with the only explanation that could possibly make sense. He tried to poke holes in Ralph's theory, just as any defense attorney would at a trial. He turned back to his partner.

      "Bend over," Phil said.

      Ralph did, but not far enough to accommodate the angle. When he got into the proper position, the junior detective was bent almost double. Phil made a quick line of sight, mimicking the trajectory of the bullet. He finally let Ralph straighten up.

      "What do you think?" the junior detective asked, hoping he had come up with a solution.

      "How old are you?"

      "Forty-one. What does that have to do with the price of crawfish by the sack?"

      "According to his ID, Mr. Adamson was eighty-one, almost twice your age," Phil said. "How tough was it for you to bend that far?"

      "I damn near passed out." Ralph laughed. "Maybe the old guy was an acrobat or a contortionist. Maybe he liked to kiss his own ass."

      "Except every witness said he was walking upright behind his walker before he collapsed."

      "You don't have to beat around the obvious." Ralph grinned. "Go ahead and tell me I'm an idiot."

      "If you are, then I'm also one," Phil said. "This thing has me completely stumped."
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