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"Mary, Did You Know?" is a heartwarming and timeless Christmas song that tenderly addresses Mary, the blessed mother of Jesus. Penned by the talented Mark Lowry in 1984, with music composed by the gifted Buddy Greene in 1991, the song has captured the hearts of countless listeners across the world.

The lyrics of this touching hymn beautifully ponder the profound moments of Mary's journey, inviting us to imagine the emotions and thoughts she might have experienced as she carried the divine miracle within her. The lyrics gently inquire whether Mary comprehended the incredible destiny that lay ahead for her and for her child, the very Son of God.

However, it is important to recognize that when Mark Lowry wrote this song, he may have been approaching it from a perspective that reflected his contemporary understanding of the events. At that time, he might not have been fully aware of the cultural and religious context in which Mary lived and how the Jewish people envisioned the liberating Messiah they longed for.

Indeed, Mary's "yes" to God's plan was undoubtedly rooted in her unwavering faith and profound knowledge of the scriptures, which foretold the coming of the Messiah who would bring salvation and freedom to her people. As a devout Jewish young woman, she would have been well-versed in the prophecies that spoke of a Redeemer who would deliver Israel from its bondage.

Throughout what we now call the Old Testament, the anticipation of a Messianic figure was a central theme, promising a powerful and just leader who would restore the nation and usher in an era of peace. Mary, like many Jews of her time, yearned for the fulfillment of these ancient promises. When the angel Gabriel appeared to her, announcing that she would bear the Son of the Most High, she must have recognized the significance of this divine calling and the role her child would play in the grand tapestry of salvation.

As we reflect on Mary's "yes," we must appreciate that it wasn't a decision made in ignorance or uncertainty. Instead, it was a profound act of faith and submission to God's plan, knowing that her child would indeed be the fulfillment of the ages-long hope of her people. With immense courage and devotion, she embraced her role in bringing forth the Savior, who would not only liberate her people from earthly bondage but also offer eternal redemption to all humanity. She knew from her upbringing that both would come at a cost.

"Mary, Did You Know?" remains a cherished Christmas melody, inviting us to share in Mary's wonder and awe as we contemplate the miraculous birth of Jesus Christ. As we listen to its soul-stirring lyrics, we are encouraged to delve deeper into the historical and theological context of Mary's life, recognizing her as a woman of profound faith and understanding, chosen to bear the Light of the world.

Embark on a profound journey of exploration and contemplation as we delve into the soul-stirring question posed by the timeless hymn, "Mary, Did You Know?" Let us traverse the path of the Advent season, where the captivating melodies of Mark and Buddy's creation draw us closer to the essence of Jesus and the profound significance of His life for humanity. In this journey, we shall not only revel in the touching moments when Mary pondered in her heart the miracles unfolding before her eyes, but also uncover the depths of her love for the child she nurtured, the Savior of the world.

As we listen to the enchanting verses of the song during Advent, we are invited to witness the profound mystery of Jesus' incarnation and Mary's pivotal role in this divine plan. We reflect on those precious moments when Jesus, even within the confines of Mary's womb, displayed signs of His divine nature, eliciting tender joy in His mother's heart. Each kick in her womb, a sign of life, foreshadowed the boundless love and sacrifice that this extraordinary child would one day bestow upon humanity.

The manger, a humble feeding trough that cradled the newborn King, serves as a poignant symbol of God's immense humility and love. As we contemplate this miraculous scene, we begin to comprehend the profound meaning behind Jesus' birth in such a lowly setting. Mary, the chosen vessel for this divine incarnation, embraced her role with unwavering faith, fully aware of the tremendous responsibility and sacrifice it entailed.

Through the pages of this compelling book, we journey alongside Mary, witnessing her unyielding devotion to the child she knew was destined for greatness. We come to understand that her "yes" to God's plan was not a momentary decision but an enduring commitment, anchored in her deep understanding of the scriptures and her unwavering trust in God's providence.

As the chapters unfold, we encounter Mary's unwavering support and love for Jesus as He embarked on His earthly ministry. We witness her standing steadfastly at the foot of the cross, enduring immeasurable pain as her beloved son bore the weight of the world's sins. Mary's love transcended the boundaries of motherhood; it encompassed the entire human race, for she understood that Jesus came not only for her but for all of humanity, offering redemption and salvation to those who believed in Him.

In these reflections, we learn that Mary's journey was intertwined with the journey of Jesus, each playing a vital role in God's divine plan of salvation. Her life was marked by unwavering faith, sacrifice, and a profound sense of purpose that continually guided her footsteps.

As we conclude this transformative journey, our love for Mary deepens, and we see her not just as the gentle mother of Jesus but as an exemplar of faith, devotion and trust. Her "yes" echoes through the ages, inspiring us to embrace our own callings with courage and trust, knowing that it all comes at a cost, just as she did.

In the poignant lyrics of "Mary, Did You Know?" and the revelations within these pages, we find a renewed sense of awe and gratitude for the profound love of Jesus and the tender love of Mary. May this journey enrich our Advent experience and draw us closer to the heart of the Christmas story, where love, hope, and redemption intersect in the person of Jesus Christ, the Son of God and Savior of humanity.
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The Anticipation Awakens
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In the quaint town of Nazareth, young Mary, a curious and thoughtful 10-year-old girl, found herself pondering the prophecies she had heard about the Messiah. One evening, as the sun dipped below the horizon, casting a warm glow over the modest family home, Mary's heart brimmed with questions about the anticipated Savior. She approached her parents, Anne and Joachim, who were sitting by the hearth, the flames flickering and dancing in the dimly lit room.

"Mother, Father," Mary began tentatively, "I've been hearing stories about the Messiah at the synagogue. They say the Messiah will come to save us and bring glory to Israel. But what will it really be like when He comes? What do you think, Father?"

Joachim, a kind and wise man, smiled at his daughter's inquisitive nature. "Ah, my precious Mary," he said, gently ruffling her hair. "The prophecies about the Messiah are indeed profound and varied. Many of our fellow Jews expect the Messiah to be a great political deliverer, much like the valiant King David, who led our people to victory in the past."

Mary's eyes widened with fascination. "So, the Messiah will be a mighty warrior, Father? Will He lead us to triumph over the Romans and free us from their rule?"

Joachim nodded, "Yes, that's what some believe. They hope that the Messiah will bring an end to foreign oppression and restore Israel to its former glory."

"But that's not all," interjected Anne, Mary's gentle and nurturing mother. "According to the prophecies, the Messiah is also foretold to be a descendant of King David, just as God had promised David an eternal dynasty. His lineage will trace back to this great king."

Mary's mind whirled with excitement. "Does that mean the Messiah could come from our family, Mother? Are we descendants of King David?"

Anne smiled warmly, "While we are from the lineage of David, my dear, it's not for us to know exactly who the Messiah will be. We can only wait with hope and faith."

Mary nodded thoughtfully, absorbing the significance of their heritage. "And what else will the Messiah do, Father? Will He be a judge and peacemaker, like the prophets foretold?"

"Indeed," Joachim affirmed. "The Messiah is believed to bring justice and peace to the world, resolving conflicts and ensuring harmony among nations. He will be a righteous judge, guiding us towards a better and more harmonious future."

As Mary continued to listen to her parents' explanations about the Messiah, a thought crossed her mind, and she turned to her father, Joachim, with curiosity shining in her eyes.

"Father," Mary asked hesitantly, "I've been learning about Moses at the synagogue. He was a great leader chosen by God to liberate our ancestors from slavery in Egypt. The stories of how he performed mighty signs and wonders to persuade Pharaoh to let our people go are truly awe-inspiring. Do you think the Messiah will be like Moses too?"

Joachim paused for a moment, appreciating his daughter's keen observation and thoughtful question. He exchanged a knowing glance with Anne before responding, "Your question is perceptive, Mary. The stories of Moses are indeed incredible, and he played a crucial role in our history as a nation. Just like Moses, the Messiah is anticipated to be a liberator, but in a different and even more profound way."

He gently placed his hand on Mary's shoulder, continuing, "You see, my dear, Moses freed our ancestors from physical bondage in Egypt, leading them through the parted waters of the Red Sea to safety. He showed great signs and wonders, guided by the hand of God. But the Messiah's liberation is of an even deeper kind. He will come to free us not just from earthly oppression but from the chains of sin and separation from God. His signs and wonders will encompass not just the physical realm but also the spiritual, touching our hearts and souls."

Mary nodded, absorbing the profound distinction her father made. "So, the Messiah's liberation is both external and internal, Father?"

"Yes, exactly," Joachim confirmed with a gentle smile. "The Messiah will offer us true freedom, a freedom that brings wholeness and reconciliation with God. He will show us the path to eternal life and salvation."

Mary's mind raced with thoughts as she began to grasp the profound nature of the Messiah's mission. "And like Moses, will the Messiah lead us to a promised land, a place of prosperity and spiritual renewal?"

Anne chimed in, "In a way, my dear, yes. The Messiah's mission is not only about leading us to a physical land but to a state of spiritual abundance and unity with God. He will guide us towards righteousness and a deeper understanding of our faith, ultimately leading us to the heavenly kingdom."

"I see," Mary replied thoughtfully, her heart stirred by the significance of the Messiah's mission. "The Messiah will liberate us in ways we cannot even fully comprehend yet, just as Moses did for our ancestors."

Joachim nodded in agreement. "Indeed, Mary. The anticipation of the Messiah's coming fills us with hope and excitement, as we know that His arrival will bring immeasurable blessings and a fulfillment of God's promises."

As the family continued their conversation, Mary's young heart was filled with a renewed sense of wonder and reverence for the Messiah. She felt a growing anticipation for the day when this long-awaited Savior would come, bringing liberation and redemption to all humanity. And in her innocence and faith, she knew that her people's story would forever be intertwined with the profound and miraculous chapter yet to unfold—the coming of the Messiah.

As Mary's parents spoke, her imagination soared. "Will the Messiah also be a spiritual teacher, Mother?" she inquired.

Anne's eyes sparkled with pride at her daughter's keen insights. "Yes, Mary, that is also a part of the Messiah's role. He will be a teacher of divine wisdom, guiding people in understanding God's laws and principles. He will lead us on a path of righteousness and spiritual renewal."

Mary absorbed all this information with a sense of wonder. "And will the Messiah rebuild or restore the Temple in Jerusalem, Father? The synagogue elders mentioned that as well."

Joachim nodded gravely. "Yes, that's a belief held by some. The Temple holds immense religious significance for our people, and its restoration or rebuilding is sometimes connected to the messianic expectations. It represents a symbol of spiritual connection and renewal for the entire nation."

As the evening wore on, Mary's heart overflowed with gratitude for the insightful conversation with her parents. She had gained a deeper understanding of the varied and profound beliefs surrounding the Messiah. The anticipation and hope for the coming of the Savior were palpable, and Mary realized that each element of the messianic figure held a unique promise of salvation and restoration.

In the days that followed, Mary continued to contemplate the prophecies, nurturing her faith in the promise of a Messiah who would bring hope, liberation, and spiritual renewal to her people. She knew one day the Savior would enter the world, bringing love, redemption, and peace to all humanity. She, with a young girl's heart beating with anticipation, wondered if her humble town of Nazareth, would produce the Messiah who would play a pivotal role in the grand tapestry of God's divine plan.
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Laws and Breaking the Laws
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As a devout Jewish girl, Mary grew up with a strong understanding of the importance of following the laws of God as prescribed in the Torah, which includes the commandments and regulations given to the Israelites in the Hebrew Bible. 

The Jewish faith places a central emphasis on obedience to God's commandments and living a righteous life in accordance with His teachings. Young Mary grew up surrounded by the teachings of the ancient scriptures and the profound significance of observing God's commandments. From a tender age, her parents instilled in her a deep reverence for the covenant relationship between God and the people of Israel.

One evening a couple days later, as the sun began to set, Mary found herself sitting with her mother, Anne, by the open window, bathed in the gentle glow of twilight. The scent of fresh bread wafted from the kitchen, and the soft murmurs of prayer could be heard from the synagogue nearby. The atmosphere was serene, perfect for a heartfelt conversation.

"Mother," Mary began with a touch of solemnity, "I have been thinking about the covenant God made with our ancestors. The stories we have learned at the synagogue speak of blessings for obedience and discipline for disobedience. What really happens if we don't follow God's commandments?"

Anne smiled tenderly, her wise gaze resting on her daughter. "Ah, my dear Mary, understanding the implications of not following God's commandments is an essential aspect of our faith. You are right; God established a covenant with our people, promising blessings and protection when we remain obedient to His laws. However, there are also consequences when we stray from His ways."

Mary nodded thoughtfully, recalling the stories she had learned from the scriptures. "Like when our ancestors wandered in the desert for forty years because they did not trust in God's guidance," she added.

"Exactly," Anne replied, her voice gentle but firm. "Their lack of faith and obedience led to a time of discipline and wandering until they learned to fully rely on God. The stories of our history hold valuable lessons, reminding us of the importance of staying faithful to the covenant.  God really wants us to love Him, as He loves us.  But God knows the evil one tempted Adam and Eve.  Although God talked to them every day and gave them everything they wanted, the evil one convinced them that God was a jealous God, not wanting to share with them the gift of knowledge”
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