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Introduction




The Supreme Court is supposed to be the conscience of the nation — the one place where principle survives politics, where rights outlast elections. Or so we tell ourselves. 

For most of my life, I believed that story. The marble columns, the robes, the solemn language — all of it suggested something higher, something apart from the raw power of ordinary politics. But over the past twenty-five years, that illusion has shattered. Case by case, decision by decision, the Court has rewritten the meaning of freedom, equality, and government itself.

What was once a shield for the vulnerable has become a weapon for the powerful.

Every case in this book begins with people — a woman, a worker, a voter, a teacher. Then the Court speaks, and the people disappear into doctrine. The opinions grow longer, the footnotes more intricate, the reasoning more detached. The law becomes a language only lawyers understand, and justice retreats into abstraction.

This book tries to bring the people back.

Each chapter gives voice to a case — not the judges, not the lawyers, but the thing itself. A ballot that never got counted. A taxpayer dollar forced to fund a sermon. A union fee that can no longer be collected. The Constitution itself, bewildered at what’s been done in its name. These are the voices of the decisions that reshaped modern America — not as legal arguments, but as lived consequences.

The cases that follow share a pattern. They were all decided in the twenty-first century. They were all close — five-to-four, then six-to-three as the Court shifted. And together they trace the arc of something that once seemed impossible: the internal undoing of American constitutional progress.

Marbury v. Madison gave the Court its power. Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization showed what that power could destroy. Between them lies more than two centuries of faith that law could protect the powerless from politics. That faith is what this book mourns.

I’m not a constitutional scholar. This isn’t a textbook or a legal commentary. It’s a reckoning — a record of how the Court’s majority has turned words like “liberty,” “equal protection,” and “religious freedom” into instruments of exclusion. The tone is unapologetically biased, because neutrality in the face of injustice isn’t virtue; it’s surrender.

Each voice in these pages asks you to feel what the Court refused to see. The hollow sound of rights being narrowed. The quiet violence of reasoning that closes doors instead of opening them. The human cost behind each citation and clause.

The Supreme Court doesn’t act in sudden revolutions. It erodes. It chips away. One precedent at a time, one quiet footnote at a time, until what once was solid becomes air.

This book begins where that erosion shows most clearly — in Dobbs, where fifty years of reproductive freedom vanished overnight. From there, the stories unfold across voting rights, free speech, religion, guns, labor, and power itself. The pattern is unmistakable: decisions that claim to defend freedom by restricting it, that praise equality while dismantling it, that quote Brown v. Board to justify segregation’s return.

The Court’s majority tells us that the Constitution means what it says. Maybe so. But it’s worth asking who gets to say what it means — and who pays the price when they do.

Here are twenty-five answers.








  
  
Prologue — Marbury v. Madison (1803)




I am Judicial Review, and I was born in 1803 in a case that wasn’t 

supposed to change the world.



On the surface, Marbury v. Madison was about one man — William Marbury — and a commission that never reached him. President John Adams, in his final hours in office, had appointed Marbury as a justice of the peace. The paperwork was signed, sealed, but undelivered when Thomas Jefferson took over. Jefferson told his Secretary of State, James Madison, not to deliver it. Marbury sued, demanding the Supreme Court make Madison hand it over.

That was the immediate drama. But in the background, Chief Justice John Marshall was quietly sketching out something much larger than one commission.



Marshall’s opinion said two things:


	Yes, Marbury was entitled to his commission.


	No, the Court couldn’t give it to him—because the law that would have allowed the Court to do so was itself unconstitutional.





And here’s where I was born. For the first time, the Supreme Court declared that it had the power to strike down a law passed by Congress if that law violated the Constitution. Marshall wrote it plainly: It is emphatically the province and duty of the judicial department to say what the law is.

That single sentence was my first breath.

Before me, the Court was respected but not supreme. Congress made laws, the President enforced them, and the Court was a quieter partner in the system. After me, I had the power to decide which laws lived and which died.

I was elegant. I was logical. I was, at first, a humble servant—a safeguard to ensure that the Constitution meant something real. And for much of my youth, I served well. I protected rights. I kept the other branches in check. I was the quiet conscience of American law.

But power ages differently than people. It grows heavier over time, more sure of itself. I began to notice how intoxicating my own authority was—how a handful of justices, robed and unelected, could tilt the entire country with a single opinion.

Many years passed, and I watched my wielders change. Some used me to expand freedom—ending segregation, protecting speech, striking down bans on interracial marriage. Others used me to uphold injustice—Plessy v. Ferguson, Korematsu v. United States. Each time, my power was the same. Only the hands that held me changed.

By the dawn of the 21st century, I was no longer young, no longer humble. The Court had learned to use me with precision—sometimes for noble ends, sometimes to erase decades of progress. And I could feel a shift: the justices were less bound by restraint, more willing to remake society in their image.

In 1803, I was the careful tool John Marshall crafted to keep the Constitution alive. In 2025, I am the sharpened blade the Court uses to cut away rights that generations had fought to secure.

I think often about that day in the early 19th century. About the candlelight flickering in Marshall’s chambers, the scratch of his quill as he drafted the opinion. I wonder if he knew that his words would echo not just through his lifetime, but into centuries he could never imagine—centuries where the country would grow, fracture, and fight over what freedom means.

I wonder if he could see the future, if he would have hesitated. Or if he would have written the same words, trusting that those who came after him would wield me with wisdom.

Sometimes, I wish I could go back to being the quiet safeguard I was meant to be—stepping in only when the law and the Constitution were in true conflict. But I can’t unmake myself. I am here, in every term of the Court, in every major decision.

I am Judicial Review. I was born as a principle of balance. I have become the instrument of both liberation and oppression. And in the chapters ahead, you will see what happens when the balance tilts, when my power falls into hands that value ideology over humanity.

The cases that follow are my children, too—the product of the power John Marshall gave me more than two centuries ago.

Some will break your heart. Some will make you furious. All will remind you of one thing: I am still here, and I am still deciding what the law is.
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Chapter 1

Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization (2022)





Mississippi passed a law banning most abortions after 15 weeks of pregnancy, directly challenging Roe v. Wade's framework that protected abortion rights until fetal viability (around 24 weeks). The state explicitly asked the Supreme Court to overturn Roe, arguing that the Constitution contains no right to abortion and that states should be free to regulate or ban the procedure as they see fit. 



The Supreme Court ruled 6-3 to uphold Mississippi's law and 5-4 to overturn Roe v. Wade entirely. Justice Alito's majority opinion declared that the Constitution contains no right to abortion, that Roe was "egregiously wrong from the start," and that the issue should be left to elected legislators in each state. The majority argued that Roe lacked historical foundation and that abortion rights weren't "deeply rooted" in American legal tradition. The decision eliminated federal constitutional protection for abortion access, allowing states to ban the procedure entirely. The dissenters warned that the majority was abandoning decades of precedent and that no constitutional right was safe if the Court could simply declare past decisions wrong based on the personal views of current justices.



Majority: Thomas, Alito, Gorsuch, Kavanaugh, Barrett, Roberts 

Dissent: Breyer, Sotomayor, Kagan



**********





I am a uterus, and they just made me property of the state.



For forty-nine years, I belonged to the woman who carried me. Her choices about what happened inside my walls were hers to make. Her decisions about pregnancy, about timing, about her body's future—those were private matters between her and her conscience, her and her doctor, her and her God if she chose.

I was her sanctuary. Her domain. Her body.

Now I belong to politicians.

I feel the shift in my very tissue, in the blood that flows through my arteries, in the hormones that pulse through my chambers. Something fundamental has changed. The autonomy I once knew—the sovereignty I took for granted—has been stripped away with the stroke of judicial pens.

Six justices looked at me and decided I was not my owner's to control. That my function, my purpose, my monthly rhythms should be subject to legislative oversight. That what grows within my walls belongs more to the state than to the woman who houses me.

I am ancient. I have existed in countless forms across countless women for thousands of years. I have carried wanted pregnancies to term with joy. I have expelled unwanted pregnancies with relief. I have mourned miscarriages with grief. I have celebrated births with triumph. Always, always, these experiences belonged to the women who carried me.

Until now.

Justice Alito held the scalpel that severed my connection to my owner's sovereignty. He declared that I had never truly belonged to her at all—that the Constitution contained no protection for her control over my function. That forty-nine years of precedent recognizing her dominion over my chambers was "egregiously wrong from the start."

I felt myself being dissected by his words, examined like a specimen in a laboratory rather than a living part of a living woman. He studied my history, my legal standing, my constitutional protection—and found me wanting. Not deeply rooted enough in American tradition. Not explicitly mentioned in eighteenth-century documents. Not worthy of continued autonomy.

The cruelest cut was his claim that returning control over me to legislators was somehow democratic. As if my owner's most intimate decisions about her body should be subject to majority vote. As if reproductive choices should be decided in state capitals by people who will never carry pregnancies, never face the physical and emotional weight of what happens inside my walls.

I know what's coming. I feel it in the tremors that run through my tissue, in the fear that constricts my blood vessels. Across the country, my sisters are already experiencing the new reality. In Texas, we're monitored for signs of pregnancy like surveillance equipment. In Missouri, we're forbidden from ending pregnancies even when they threaten our owner's life. In Louisiana, we're forced to carry pregnancies to term regardless of fetal viability.

We've become crime scenes. Evidence in potential prosecutions. Weapons turned against the women who house us.

I remember the time before Roe, when women whispered about coat hangers and kitchen tables, about dangerous procedures in unsafe places. When desperate women risked death rather than carry unwanted pregnancies. When I became a battlefield where women fought for control of their own bodies, often losing their lives in the process.

The majority pretended that returning to those days was somehow progress. That stripping away constitutional protection was a victory for democracy. That forcing women to seek abortions in other states—or risk illegal procedures—was a reasonable compromise.

But I know better. I've felt the panic that floods my owner's bloodstream when she misses a period and can't afford another child. I've experienced the relief when she had options, when she could make decisions about her future without facing criminal prosecution. I've lived through the terror of unwanted pregnancy in a world where pregnancy equals legal captivity.

The dissenters understood. Justices Breyer, Sotomayor, and Kagan saw what the majority refused to acknowledge—that this wasn't just about abortion rights, but about whether women would remain full citizens or become vessels for state reproductive policy. They warned that if constitutional rights could be eliminated simply because current justices disagreed with past decisions, no right was safe.

They were right. If my autonomy could be revoked because Justice Alito found it insufficiently rooted in history, what protection did any privacy right have? What stopped future Courts from declaring that contraception rights, marriage rights, intimate relationship rights were also "egregiously wrong"?

I feel myself becoming a contested territory. Politicians campaign on controlling me. Legislators debate my function as if they understand my complexity. Prosecutors prepare to criminalize my owner's choices as if reproductive decisions were matters of criminal law rather than medical care.

The woman who carries me tries to comfort me, to tell me that nothing has changed, that I'm still hers. But we both know that's not true anymore. Every month when her cycle begins, we both wonder if this will be the month that brings an unwanted pregnancy she can't legally end. Every intimate moment carries new weight, new fear, new calculations about consequences she can no longer control.



I am a uterus, and I used to belong to my owner.

Now I belong to whatever politicians happen to control the 

legislature in whatever state my owner lives in.

I am no longer part of her body.

I am an instrument of state policy.



And the Supreme Court calls this freedom.
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