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“The Green and Silver”

History of the Philadelphia Eagles

Fly, Eagles, Fly

On the road to victory

Fight, Fight, Fight

Fight, Eagles, Fight

Score a touchdown 1-2-3

1-2-3

Hit ‘em low

Hit ‘em high

And watch our Eagles fight

Fly Eagles Fly

On the road to victory

E-A-G-L-E-S!

Eagles!
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The franchise was established in 1933 as a replacement for the bankrupt Frankford Yellow Jackets when a group led by Bert Bell secured the rights to an NFL franchise in Philadelphia. Since their formation, the Eagles have appeared in the playoffs 29 times, won 16 division titles (including 12 in the NFC East), appeared in four pre-merger NFL Championship Games, winning three of them (1948, 1949, and 1960), and appeared in four Super Bowls, winning Super Bowl LII at the end of the 2017 season.

As of 2023, 13 individuals affiliated with the Eagles have been inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame: Chuck Bednarik, Bell, Bob Brown, Harold Carmichael, Brian Dawkins, Sonny Jurgensen, Greasy Neale, Tommy McDonald, Pete Pihos, Norm Van Brocklin, Steve Van Buren, Dick Vermeil, and Reggie White.

The team's intense rivalry with the New York Giants has been ranked the top rivalry of all time by NFL Network, the fourth-best NFL rivalry by Sports Illustrated, and one of the fiercest and best-known football rivalries by ESPN. The Eagles' bitter rivalry with the Dallas Cowboys has become more high-profile and intense since the 1960s, and the team has a historic rivalry with the Washington Commanders. Their rivalry with the Pittsburgh Steelers dates to 1933 and is known as the "Battle of Pennsylvania".

The Philadelphia Eagles rank among the best teams in the NFL for attendance and have sold out every home game continuously since the 1999 season. The Eagles are owned by Jeffrey Lurie, who bought the team from previous owner Norman Braman for $195 million on May 6, 1994. As of 2023, the Eagles franchise value has increased to $4.9 billion, according to Forbes, making them the 10th-most valuable team in the NFL.

The Frankford Athletic Association was organized in May 1899 in the parlor of the Suburban Club. The cost of purchasing a share in the association was $10. However, there were also contributing memberships, ranging from $1 to $2.50, made available to the public. The Association was a community-based non-profit organization of residents and businesses. In keeping with its charter, which stated that "all profits shall be donated to charity", all the team's excess income was donated to local charitable institutions. The original Frankford Athletic Association apparently disbanded prior to the 1909 football season. Several of the original players from the 1899 football team kept the team together, and they became known as Loyola Athletic Club. In keeping with the Yellow Jackets tradition, they carried the "Frankford" name again in 1912, to become the Frankford Athletic Association. In the early 1920s, the Frankford Athletic Association's Yellow Jackets gained the reputation as being one of the best independent football teams in the nation. In 1922, Frankford absorbed the Philadelphia City Champion team, the Union Quakers of Philadelphia. That year, Frankford captured the unofficial championship of Philadelphia. During the 1922 and 1923 seasons, the Yellow Jackets compiled a 6–2–1 record against teams from the National Football League. This led to the Association being granted an NFL franchise in 1924, thus becoming the Frankford Yellow Jackets. Despite winning the NFL championship in 1926, midway through the 1931 season, the Yellow Jackets went bankrupt and were forced to cease operations.

After more than a year of searching for a suitable replacement for the Yellow Jackets in the lucrative Philadelphia market, the National Football League granted an expansion franchise to an ownership group headed by Bert Bell and Lud Wray, who were also awarded the liquidated assets of the defunct Yellow Jackets organization. The Bell–Wray group had to pay an entry fee of $3,500, or roughly $67,000 USD in inflation-adjusted 2022 dollars and assumed a total debt of $11,000 the Yellow Jackets owed to three other NFL franchises. Drawing inspiration from the Blue Eagle logo of the National Recovery Administration, a centerpiece of President Franklin D. Roosevelt's New Deal policies, Bell and Wray named their new franchise the Philadelphia Eagles. While it could seem as if the Yellow Jackets simply rebranded as the Eagles, both the Eagles organization and NFL officially regard the teams as two separate entities. Not only was there Philadelphia NFL team for a season and a half, but almost no players from the 1931 Yellow Jackets appeared on the Eagles' first roster.

In the 1933 NFL season, the Eagles were one of three teams, along with the Pittsburgh Steelers and the now defunct Cincinnati Reds, to join the NFL as expansion teams. Wray became the Eagles' first head coach after being persuaded to assume the position by Bell, his former teammate at Penn. The Eagles originally intended to play their home games at Shibe Park, which was the home of the Philadelphia Athletics professional baseball in Philadelphia. When negotiations for use of Shibe Park fell through, however, the Eagles struck a deal with the Athletics' crosstown rival, the Philadelphia Phillies, to begin playing at the Baker Bowl. The Eagles played their first game on October 15, 1933, against the New York Giants at the Polo Grounds in New York City and lost the game 56–0. The Eagles struggled over the course of their first decade, never winning more than four games in any of their first ten seasons. Their best finish was in 1934, the second season for the Eagles, when they tied for third in the East. The Eagles' early rosters largely consisted of former Penn, Temple, and Villanova players who played for the Eagles for a few years before going on to other things.

In 1935, Bell proposed an annual college draft to equalize talent across the league. The draft was a revolutionary concept in professional sports. Having teams select players in inverse order of their finish in the standings, a practice still followed today, strove to increase fan interest by guaranteeing that even the worst teams would have the opportunity for annual infusions of the best college talent. Between 1927, when the NFL changed from a sprawling Midwestern-based association to a narrower, major-market league, and 1934, three teams, the Chicago Bears, New York Giants, and Green Bay Packers, won all but one title except for the Providence Steam Roller, which won in 1928. By 1936, the Eagles suffered significant financial losses and were sold through a public auction. Bert Bell was the only bidder and became the sole owner of the team. Wray refused a reduction in his salary and left the team. Bell assumed the head coaching position and led the team to a record of 1–11, last place in the league. From 1936 to 1939, the Eagles played at Municipal Stadium in South Philadelphia. In 1940, Bell balked at a 66% rent increase plus 10% of the gate receipts proposed by the City of Philadelphia for use of Municipal Stadium and signed a lease for Shibe Park, which was renamed Connie Mack Stadium in 1954. At Connie Mack Stadium, the Eagles were also able to play night games, since lights were installed at the stadium the year before. In the 1941 season, the Eagles played their home opener at Municipal Stadium, and then moved to Shibe Park. To accommodate football at Shibe Park during the winter, management erected stands in right field, parallel to 20th Street. Some 20-feet high, these east stands included 22 rows of seats. The goalposts stood along the first base line and in left field. The uncovered east stands enlarged the park's capacity to over 39,000, but the Eagles rarely drew more than 25,000 to 30,000. The Eagles finished the 1937 season 2–8–1 and continued to struggle over the next three seasons.

1941–1969

In December 1940, Bell intervened to stop the sale of Art Rooney's Steelers to Alexis Thompson, and Rooney then acquired half of Bell's interest in the Eagles. In a series of events known as the Pennsylvania Polka, Rooney and Bell exchanged their entire Eagles roster and their territorial rights in Philadelphia to Thompson for his entire Steelers roster and his rights in Pittsburgh. Rooney aided Bell by rewarding him with a 20% commission on the sale of the Steelers. Bell became the Steelers' head coach and Rooney became the Steelers' general manager. After assuming ownership, Thompson promptly hired Greasy Neale as the team's head coach. During the first years under Neale, the Eagles' struggles continued, and they finished the 1941 season with a 2–8–1 record. In the 1942 season, there was no improvement as the team finished the season 2–9.

In 1943, with player shortages stemming from the U.S. entry engagement in World War II, it became difficult to fill the roster, and the team merged with the Steelers to form the "Phil-Pitt Eagles", known as the Steagles. Greasy Neale continued to coach the team along with Steelers head coach Walt Kiesling. The team finished the 1943 season with a 5–4–1 record, and the merger, which was never intended to be a permanent arrangement, was dissolved at the season's end. In 1944, the Eagles, led by head coach Greasy Neale and running back Steve Van Buren, had their first winning season in team history. After two second place finishes in 1945 and 1946, the team reached the NFL Championship game for the first time in 1947. Van Buren, Pete Pihos, and Bosh Pritchard fought valiantly, but the young team lost to the Chicago Cardinals, 28–21 at Comiskey Park in Chicago.

Undeterred, the young team rebounded in 1948 to return to the NFL Championship game. With home field advantage and a blinding snowstorm on their side, the Eagles won their first NFL Championship against the Chicago Cardinals by a score of 7–0. The only score came in the fourth quarter when Steve Van Buren ran for a five-yard touchdown. Because of the severe weather, few fans witnessed the joyous occasion. Prior to the start of the 1949 season, the Eagles were sold by Thompson to a syndicate of 100 buyers, known as the "Happy Hundred", each of whom paid $3,000 for a share of the team. While the leader of the "Happy Hundred" was noted Philadelphia businessman James P. Clark, one unsung investor was Leonard Tose. In 1949, the Eagles returned to the NFL Championship game for a third consecutive year. The Eagles were favored by a touchdown and won 14–0 for their second consecutive title game shutout. Running back Steve Van Buren rushed for 196 yards on 31 carries for the Eagles, and their defense held the Rams to just 21 yards on the ground. Chuck Bednarik was selected as the first overall pick in the 1949 NFL Draft. An All-American lineman/linebacker from the University of Pennsylvania, Bednarik would go on to become one of the greatest and most beloved players in Eagles history.

In 1950, the Eagles opened the season against the AAFC champion Cleveland Browns, who, along with two other AAFC franchises, had just joined the NFL. The Eagles were expected to make short work of the Browns, who were widely considered the dominant team in a lesser league. However, the Browns lit up the Eagles' vaunted defense for 487 total yards, including 246 passing yards, in a 35–10 rout. The Eagles never recovered from the loss and finished the 1950 season 6–6. Following the 1950 season, Greasy Neale retired and was replaced by Bo McMillin. Two games into the 1951 season, McMillin was forced to retire following a diagnosis of terminal stomach cancer. Wayne Millner finished out the season before being replaced by Jim Trimble. While the remnants of the great 1940s teams managed to stay competitive for the first few years of the decade, and younger players like Bobby Walston and Sonny Jurgensen occasionally provided infusions of talent, the team lacked the total talent necessary for true greatness during most of the 1950s.

After the 1957 season, the Eagles moved from Connie Mack Stadium to Franklin Field at the University of Pennsylvania. Franklin Field had a vastly expanded seating capacity for the Eagles. While Connie Mack Stadium had a capacity of 39,000, Franklin Field's capacity was 60,000. In 1969, the grass field at Franklin Field was replaced by AstroTurf, making Franklin Field the first NFL stadium to use artificial turf.

In 1958, the Eagles took several steps to improve, hiring Buck Shaw as head coach and acquiring quarterback Norm Van Brocklin in a trade with the Los Angeles Rams. During the 1959 season, the team showed flashes of talent, and finished in second place in the Eastern Division. Former Eagles owner and co-founder Bert Bell had become NFL commissioner and attended the Eagles game on October 11 at Franklin Field against the Pittsburgh Steelers, a team Bell used to own. Bell refused the box seats that the Eagles reserved for him and purchased his own tickets to sit with the fans. During the fourth quarter, while sitting behind the end zone, Bell suffered a heart attack and died later that day.

The Eagles' 1960 season remains one of the most celebrated year in team history. Shaw, Van Brocklin, and Bednarik, each in their last season before retirement, led an Eagles team more notable for its grit than its talent. One observer later quipped that the team had "nothing but a championship" to its first division title since 1949. The team was aided by their two Pro Bowl receivers, wide receiver Tommy McDonald, who later wrote an autobiography titled They Pay Me to Catch Footballs, and tight end Pete Retzlaff. On November 20, 1960, at Yankee Stadium in The Bronx, Bednarik launched a tackle against New York Giants' running back Frank Gifford, which has come to be known as The Hit, a tackle that is routinely ranked as one of the hardest and most vicious hits in NFL history. With the game tied 10 to 10 in the fourth quarter, Gifford caught a short pass over the middle and was immediately hit by Bednarik with a clothesline tackle so hard that it dropped Gifford to the ground unconscious. Gifford was removed from the field on stretcher and transported to a local hospital by ambulance, where he remained for ten days. Gifford was diagnosed with a deep concussion that resulted in his retirement from the game for 18 months. On the 100th anniversary of the NFL's founding, the NFL ranked Bednarik's tackle the 44th greatest play in league history. On December 26, 1960, one of the coldest days in recorded Philadelphia history, the Eagles faced Vince Lombardi's Green Bay Packers in the 1960 NFL Championship Game and dealt the formidable Lombardi the sole championship game loss of his storied career. Bednarik lined up at center on offense and at linebacker on defense. Fittingly, the game ended as Bednarik tackled a struggling Jim Taylor and refused to allow him to stand until the last seconds had ticked away. Van Brocklin came to Philadelphia and agreed to play through 1960 with an understanding that, upon his retirement as a player, he would succeed Shaw as head coach. Ownership, however, opted to promote assistant coach Nick Skorich instead, and Van Brocklin quit the organization in a fit of pique, instead becoming head coach of the expansion Minnesota Vikings. 

Back-up quarterback Sonny Jurgensen became the Eagles' starter for the 1961 season; they finished a half-game behind the New York Giants for first place in the Eastern Conference standings with a 10–4 record. Despite the on-the-field success, however, the franchise was in turmoil. The 1962 team, decimated by injury, managed only three wins, and were embarrassed at home in a 49–0 loss to the Packers. The off-field chaos continued through 1963, as the 65 shareholders remaining from the original Happy Hundred sold the team to Jerry Wolman, a 36-year-old millionaire Washington developer who outbid local bidders for the team, paying an unprecedented $5.505 million for control of the club. In 1964, Wolman hired former Cardinals and Washington Redskins coach Joe Kuharich to a 15-year contract. Over the next five seasons the team failed to make the playoffs and the failures of the team over this period were highlighted by the Santa Claus incident, when fans pelted a Santa Claus with snowballs during a halftime Christmas pageant. The team had only one winning season, in 1966, finishing second in the NFL Eastern Conference. The Eagles lost to the Baltimore Colts 20–14, in the post-season's third place consolation game, the Playoff Bowl, which was held at the Orange Bowl in Miami. The Eagles finished 6–7–1 in 1967. In the following season, the Eagles fell even further in the standings, recording a 2–12 record in 1968.

1969-1984

In 1969, Leonard Tose bought the team from Wolman for $16.155 million, the equivalent of $129 million today, representing a record for the highest amount ever paid for a professional sports franchise. Tose's first official act was to fire Coach Joe Kuharich after a disappointing 24–41–1 record during his five-year reign. Tose then named former Eagles wide receiver Pete Retzlaff the team's general manager and Jerry Williams as its new head coach. With the merger of the NFL and AFL in 1970, the Eagles were placed in the NFC East Division with the New York Giants, Washington Redskins, and Dallas Cowboys. The Eagles' heated rivalry with the Giants is the oldest of the NFC East rivalries, dating back to 1933, and is often cited as one of the best rivalries in the NFL. 1970 was also the last season for the Eagles at Franklin Field; the team finished the first post-merger season in last place in their division at 3–10–1.

In 1971, the Eagles moved to Veterans Stadium, which had just been constructed and was initially acclaimed as a triumph of ultra-modern sports engineering. After a 3–10–1 record in 1970 and three consecutive blowout losses to Cincinnati, Dallas, and San Francisco to open the 1971 season, Williams was fired and replaced by assistant coach Ed Khayat, a defensive lineman on the Eagles' 1960 NFL championship team. Williams and Khayat were hampered by Retzlaff's decision to trade longtime starting quarterback Norm Snead to the Minnesota Vikings in early 1971, leaving the Eagles a choice between journeyman Pete Liske and raw Rick Arrington. Khayat lost his first two games but won six of the season's last nine, thanks largely to the efforts of the Eagles' defense, led by all-pro safety Bill Bradley, who led the NFL in interceptions (11) and interception return yardage (248). The team regressed in 1972 to finish 2–11–1, and Khayat was released. The two wins (both on the road) proved to be surprises, however. Philadelphia beat the Kansas City Chiefs (which had had the best record in the AFC a year before) 21–20 and the Houston Oilers 18–17 on six field goals by kicker Tom Dempsey. The latter game had been called the "Johnny Rodgers Bowl," because the loser, in finishing last in the league, would gain the first overall pick in the 1973 NFL Draft, which was then presumed to be Nebraska wingback Johnny Rodgers, the Heisman Trophy winner. With their loss, the Oilers got the first pick and took University of Tampa defensive end John Matuszak, who later faced Philadelphia in Super Bowl XV. With the second overall pick, the Eagles selected USC tight end Charle Young. Khayat was replaced by offensive guru Mike McCormack for the 1973 season. Aided by the skills of quarterback Roman Gabriel and towering young wide receiver Harold Carmichael, they managed to infuse a bit of vitality into a previously moribund offense. New general manager Jim Murray also began to add talent on the defensive side of the line, most notably through the addition of future Pro Bowl linebacker Bill Bergey in 1974. Overall, however, the team was still mired in mediocrity. McCormack was fired after a 4–10 1975 season.

In 1976, Dick Vermeil was hired from UCLA to coach the struggling Eagles, who had managed only one winning season from 1962 to 1975. Vermeil faced numerous obstacles as he attempted to rejuvenate a franchise that had not seriously contended in well over a decade. Despite the team's young talent and Gabriel's occasional flashes of brilliance, the Eagles finished 1976 with the same 4–10 record as in 1975. In 1977, the first seeds of hope began to emerge. The team obtained hard-throwing quarterback Ron Jaworski in a trade from the Los Angeles Rams in exchange for popular tight end Charle Young. The defense, led by Bergey and defensive coordinator Marion Campbell, began earning a reputation as one of the hardest hitting in the league. 1978 saw one of the great moments in Eagles history, The Miracle at the Meadowlands, when Herman Edwards returned a fumble by Giants' quarterback Joe Pisarcik for a touchdown with 20 seconds left in the game, resulting in a 19–17 Eagles victory. The Eagles would edge into the playoffs with a 9–7 season. Young running back Wilbert Montgomery became the first Eagle since Steve Van Buren to exceed 1,000 yards in a season. In 1979, the Eagles tied for first place with an 11–5 record, as Montgomery shattered team rushing records with a total of 1,512 yards.

In 1980, the team dominated the NFC, facing its chief nemesis, the Dallas Cowboys, in the NFC Championship Game. The game was played in cold conditions before faithful fans at Veterans Stadium. Led by an outstanding rushing performance by Montgomery, whose long cutback TD run in the first half is one of the most memorable in Eagles history, and a gutsy game from fullback Leroy Harris, who scored the Eagles' only other TD that day, the Birds earned a berth in Super Bowl XV with a 20–7 victory. The Eagles traveled to New Orleans for Super Bowl XV, where they were heavily favored over the Oakland Raiders, who had squeaked into the playoffs as a wild-card team. Things did not go the Eagles' way, beginning with Tose's imprudent decision to bring comedian Don Rickles into the pregame locker room to lighten the mood. Jaworski's first pass was intercepted by Rod Martin, setting up an Oakland touchdown. Later in the first quarter, a potential game-tying 40-yard touchdown pass to Rodney Parker was nullified by an illegal-motion penalty. The final score was 27–10. Journeyman quarterback Jim Plunkett was named the game's MVP. The team got off to a promising start in the 1981 season by winning their first six games. They ended up 10–6 to earn a wild-card berth. However, their hopes to repeat as NFC champs were dashed in the wild-card round by the New York Giants, who won 27–21. After the Eagles finished 3–6 in the strike-shortened 1982 season, Vermeil quit the team, citing "burnout". Defensive coordinator Marion Campbell replaced Vermeil as head coach. Campbell had helped to popularize the "bend-don't-break" defensive strategy in the 1970s. Philadelphia struggled through the mid-1980s, marked by flagging fan participation. The team failed to make the playoffs in 1983 and 1984. The team nearly moved to Phoenix, Arizona at the end of the 1984 season.

1985-1993

In 1985, Tose was forced to sell the Eagles to Norman Braman and Ed Leibowitz, highly successful automobile dealers from Florida, for a reported $65 million (equal to $177 million today) to pay off his more than $25 million ($68 million today) in gambling debts at Atlantic City casinos. The team again struggled during the 1985 season, and Campbell was fired after week 16, to be replaced by assistant head coach/defensive backs coach Fred Bruney for the season's last game. In the 1985 Supplemental draft, the Eagles acquired the rights to the Memphis Showboats' elite pass rusher Reggie White.

In 1986, the arrival of head coach Buddy Ryan and his fiery attitude sparked team performance and ignited the fan base. Immediately infusing the team with his hard-as-nails attitude, the Eagles quickly became known for their tough defense and tougher attitudes. Ryan began rejuvenating the team by releasing several aging players, including Ron Jaworski. Randall Cunningham took his place and, despite a 5–10–1 season, began showing considerable promise. 1987 saw another strike, which shortened the season by one game. The substitutes who had filled in for the strikers performed poorly and were crushed 41–22 by the Dallas Cowboys. After the strike, the regular Eagles' 1987 team won a 37–20 revenge game against Dallas. The season record was 7–8, of which three games had been played by substitutes. The Eagles reached the playoffs in 1988, but lost to the Chicago Bears, the team that Ryan had helped lead to a Super Bowl XX victory as defensive coordinator. The game became known as the "Fog Bowl", due to the inclement weather during the game. The Eagles lost, 20–12. The following two years would see playoff appearances as well, but the team never made it past the first round. This failure was very frustrating to Eagles fans, as the team was widely regarded as among the most talented in the NFL. On offense, the Eagles were led by quarterback Cunningham, one of the most exciting players of his generation; tight end Keith Jackson; and running back Keith Byars. The defense is commonly acknowledged as among the greatest in league history, and as the best to never win a championship. 

The two 1989 matches with Dallas were known as the Bounty Bowls. Both were won easily by the Eagles (the Cowboys finished 1–15 that year) and were marked by Ryan insulting new Cowboys coach Jimmy Johnson by placing a bounty on their kicker, and by Eagles fans throwing snowballs at him at Veterans Stadium. On November 12, 1990, during a Monday Night Football game at the Vet, the Eagles defeated the Washington Redskins by a score of 28–14, as the defense scored three of the team's four touchdowns. This game, more lopsided than its score would indicate, was subsequently labeled the Body Bag Game in reference to the number of injuries Eagles players inflicted on the Redskins and the physically tough play of the Eagles in the game. In the game, the Eagles knocked out the starting Washington quarterback, and then seriously injured his replacement. Running back Brian Mitchell, who would later be signed by the Eagles, was called upon to finish the game as the Redskins' quarterback. Washington returned to Philadelphia in the first round of the playoffs to defeat the Eagles 20–6, ending their season.

Ryan was fired on January 7, 1991, and was replaced by offensive coordinator Rich Kotite. The team started the 1991 season with the loss of starting quarterback Randall Cunningham due to a knee injury. Backup quarterback Jim McMahon assumed the starting role for the rest of the season. Despite having the top-rated defense in the league, the team failed to make the playoffs by finishing third in the NFC East with a record of 10–6. On June 25, 1992, All Pro defensive tackle Jerome Brown was killed in an automobile accident. The team and fan base dedicated the 1992 season to "bring it home for Jerome". The team finished second in the NFC East with an 11–5 record to earn a wild-card playoff spot. Kotite led the Eagles to a victory over the New Orleans Saints in the wild-card game but then fell to the Dallas Cowboys in the Divisional round. Another blow to the team was the loss of all-time sacks leader Reggie White to free agency in the off-season. Among the team's offensive stars during that period were quarterback Randall Cunningham, tight end Keith Jackson, and running back Herschel Walker. But what was known as the Gang Green defense, led by Reggie White, Jerome Brown, Clyde Simmons, Seth Joyner, Wes Hopkins, Mike Golic, Byron Evans, Eric Allen, Andre Waters, and Mark McMillian, defined the team. In 1993, Kotite's Eagles fell apart after a promising start and miss the playoffs, ending the regular season 8–8.

1994-present

By 1994, team owner Norman Braman had become largely unpopular among local fans and a polarizing presence in the front office. Jeffrey Lurie bought the Eagles on May 6, 1994, for an estimated $185 million. The club is now estimated to be the 21st most valuable sports team, worth $3.4 billion, as evaluated in 2021 by Forbes. In Lurie's first season as owner in 1994, the team went 7–9 and again missed the playoffs. Rich Kotite was fired and replaced by San Francisco 49ers defensive coordinator Ray Rhodes, who successfully lured 49ers star Ricky Watters to join the team as a free agent. In 1995, Rhodes's first season, the Eagles got off to a slow start by losing three of their first four games but subsequently rebounded to finish with a 10–6 record and a playoff spot. In the Wild Card Round, the Eagles, playing at home, overwhelmed the Detroit Lions 58–37, with 31 of Philadelphia's points coming in the second quarter. However, the Eagles were again eliminated in the next round by the Cowboys by a score of 30–11. This would be Randall Cunningham's last game as an Eagle. Cunningham scored the only touchdown of the game and the last Eagles postseason touchdown for six years. 1995 marked the end of Cunningham's tenure as starting quarterback. Rhodes benched Cunningham in favor of Rodney Peete, leading to friction between the two. Earlier, rumors had circulated that Lurie and Rhodes had tried to trade Cunningham to the Arizona Cardinals. However, no such trade materialized, and Cunningham retired shortly after the season.

In 1996, the Eagles' uniform colors were changed from the classic kelly green to a darker midnight green. The team got off to a good start, winning three of their first four games. However, a week-5 Monday night game at Veterans Stadium against the rival Cowboys witnessed a season-ending knee injury to Peete, loss of the team's momentum, and the transition to an offense led by Ty Detmer and Watters. While Detmer played well and Watters rushed for 1,411 yards, the season conformed to what had become a familiar pattern: 10–6 record and early elimination (a 14–0 shutout by the 49ers) in the playoffs. In the 1996 NFL draft, future fan-favorite and hall-of-famer Brian Dawkins was chosen in the 2nd round. The continued early playoff exits led fans and local media to cast blame on high-priced free agents (Irving Fryar, Watters, Troy Vincent, and Guy McIntyre) for not stepping up in big games, especially in the postseason. Rhodes gradually deteriorated under the stress of the job, and players were beginning to grow tired of his brash demeanor and often autocratic coaching style. After a seesaw 6–9–1 campaign in 1997, the bottom fell out in 1998. The Eagles suffered a 3–13 record, their worst since 1972, and were ranked dead last in numerous offensive statistics. Home attendance was declining, a quarterback controversy was deteriorating an already rudderless locker room, and the players had all but tuned out the embattled coaching staff. Left with little choice after a disastrous season, fan revolt, and sagging team morale, Lurie fired Rhodes and hired Green Bay Packers quarterback coach Andy Reid as head coach.

The Eagles reemerged as a predominant NFL team under the leadership of new head coach Andy Reid, who was hired away from the Green Bay Packers, where he was the Packers' quarterback coach. Reid's first notable step was drafting Syracuse quarterback Donovan McNabb with the second overall pick in the 1999 NFL Draft. On January 16, 2013, after a 4–12 season, the Eagles brought in University of Oregon head coach Chip Kelly to succeed Reid as head coach. The Eagles hired Kansas City Chiefs' offensive coordinator Doug Pederson as their next head coach on January 18, 2016. Pederson had been with the Chiefs for the preceding three years after having spent the four seasons before those with the Eagles. He served as a quality control assistant coach for the Eagles in 2009 and 2010 before being promoted to quarterbacks coach for the 2011 and 2012 seasons. The Eagles hired former Indianapolis Colts' offensive coordinator Nick Sirianni as their next head coach on January 21, 2021.
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​[image: A green football helmet with a white wing on it
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The choice of an eagle as the team mascot honored the insignia of the New Deal program, the National Recovery Administration, which featured a blue eagle as its insignia. For the 1933 and 1934 seasons, the Eagles colors were light blue and yellow. In 1935, they added green to their uniforms and for several decades, their colors were Kelly green, silver, and white. In 1954 the Eagles, along with the Baltimore Colts, became the second team ever in the NFL to put a logo on their helmets, with silver wings on a Kelly-green helmet. In 1969 the team wore two helmet versions: Kelly green with white wings in road games, and white with Kelly green wings at home. From 1970 to '73, they wore the white helmets with Kelly green wings exclusively before switching back to Kelly green helmets with silver wings. By 1974, Joseph A. Scirrotto Jr. designed the silver wings with a white outline, and this style on a Kelly-green helmet became standard for over two decades. From 1948 to 1995, the team logo was an eagle in flight carrying a football in its claws, although from 1969 to 1972, the eagle took on a more stylized look.

[image: A different types of football uniforms

Description automatically generated]In 1973, the team's name was added below the eagle, returning to its pre-1969 look. Both the logo and uniforms were radically altered in 1996, when the primary Kelly-green color was changed to a darker shade, officially described as "midnight green." Silver was practically abandoned, as uniform pants moved to either white or midnight green. The traditional helmet wings were changed to a primarily white color, with silver and black accents. The team's logo combination (the eagle and club name lettering) also changed, with the eagle itself limited to a white (bald eagle) head, drawn in a less realistic, more cartoon-like style, and the lettering changed from calligraphic to block letters. The eagle head is the only NFL logo to “face left” which causes the right side of the logo to present a stylized “E”. Since 1996, the team has made only minor alterations, mostly related to jersey/pants combinations worn during specific games. To celebrate the team's 75th anniversary, the 2007 uniforms featured a 75th-season logo patch on the left shoulder. In addition, the team wore "throwback" jerseys in a 2007 game against the Detroit Lions. The yellow and blue jerseys, the same colors found on Philadelphia's city flag, are based on those worn by the Philadelphia Eagles in the team's inaugural season and had been the same colors used by the Frankford Yellow Jackets franchise prior to its suspension of operations in 1931. The Eagles beat Detroit, 56–21.
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Stadiums

[image: ]




[image: Take Me Up To the Ball Game! Rediscovering the Bleacher Houses of North  Philly]Baker Bowl {1933-1935} 

The Baker was the first home field of the Philadelphia Eagles from 1933 to 1935. They had a 9–21–1 record. Eagles' owner Bert Bell hoped to play home games at larger Shibe Park, but negotiations with the Athletics were not fruitful, and Bell agreed to a deal with Phillies' owner Gerry Nugent. For Eagles games, 5,000 temporary seats were erected along the right-field wall. The Eagles played their first game at the ballpark on October 3, 1933, a 40–0 pre-season victory over a U.S. Marines team; the game was played at night under rented floodlights. In the first regular-season game on October 18, 1933, 1,750 fans saw the Portsmouth Spartans beat the Eagles, 25–0. Later that season, 17,850 fans watched the Eagles tie the Chicago Bears on Sunday, November 12, 1933. Under Pennsylvania blue laws, Sunday games had been prohibited. With the ballpark in poor condition, the Eagles left the ballpark after the 1935 season for the city-owned Municipal Stadium, which was then only 10 years old and could seat up to 100,000 spectators.

[image: Philadelphia Eagles MUNICIPAL John F Kennedy STADIUM Glossy 8x10 Photo JFK Print - Picture 1 of 1]Philadelphia Municipal Stadium {1936-1939, 1941} 

John F. Kennedy Stadium, formerly Philadelphia Municipal Stadium and Sesquicentennial Stadium, was an open-air stadium in Philadelphia that stood from 1926 to 1992. The South Philadelphia stadium was on the east side of the far southern end of Broad Street at a location now part of the South Philadelphia Sports Complex. Designed by the architectural firm of Simon & Simon in a classic 1920s style with a horseshoe seating design that surrounded a track and football field, at its peak the facility seated more than 102,000 people. Bleachers were later added at the open (North) end. The shape of the stadium resembles the horseshoe configuration of Harvard Stadium built in 1903. The stadium's first tenants (in 1926) were the Philadelphia Quakers of the first American Football League, whose Saturday afternoon home games were a popular mainstay of the Exposition. The Quakers won the league championship, but the league folded after one year. The Frankford Yellow Jackets also played here intermittently until the team's demise in 1931. Two years later, the National Football League awarded another team to the city, the Philadelphia Eagles. The Eagles had a four-season stint as tenants of the stadium before moving to Shibe Park for the 1940 season, although the team did play at Municipal in 1941. The Eagles also used the stadium for practices in the 1970s and 1980s, even locating their first practice bubble there before moving it to the Veterans Stadium parking lot following the stadium's condemnation.

[image: Kevin Gallagher on X: "OTD 1948 ° 1948 NFL CHAMPIONSHIP ° In a blinding  blizzard, the first televised NFL Championship sees the #Eagles defeat the  defending-champion Chicago Cardinals at Philadelphia's Shibe Park,]Shibe Park {1940, 1942-1957} 

Shibe Park stood on the block bounded by Lehigh Avenue, 20th Street, Somerset Street and 21st Street. It was five blocks west, corner-to-corner, of the Baker Bowl. The National Football League's Philadelphia Eagles moved to Shibe Park in 1940 and played their home games at the stadium through 1957. To accommodate football at Shibe Park during the winter, management set up stands in right field, parallel to Twentieth Street. Some twenty feet high, these "east stands" had twenty-two rows of seats. The goalposts stood along the first base line and in left field. The uncovered east stands enlarged the capacity of Shibe Park to over thirty-nine thousand, but the Eagles rarely drew more than twenty-five to thirty thousand. The Eagles played the 1948 NFL Championship Game in a blizzard; the home team defeated the Chicago Cardinals 7–0, the only score being a Steve Van Buren touchdown. The Eagles left Connie Mack Stadium after the 1957 season for Franklin Field. Franklin Field would seat over 60,000 for the Eagles whereas Connie Mack had a capacity of 39,000.

[image: Franklin Field Through The Years]Franklin Field {1958-1970} 

Franklin Field is the oldest stadium still operating for football. It was the first college stadium in the United States with a scoreboard and the second with an upper deck of seats. In 1922, it was the site of the first radio broadcast of a football game on WIP, as well as of the first television broadcast of a football game by Philco. From 1958 through 1970, Franklin Field was the home of the Philadelphia Eagles of the National Football League (NFL). It hosted the NFL Championship Game in December 1960, as the Eagles defeated the Green Bay Packers by four points. The Philadelphia Eagles played at Franklin Field from 1958 through 1970. According to then-Eagles president Frank L. McNamee, the Eagles did not pay rent for use of Franklin Field because Penn was a not-for-profit organization. Instead, the Eagles donated between $75,000 and $100,000 per-year to pay for maintenance and other expenses. The university collected all concessions and parking revenue. On October 11, 1959, NFL Commissioner Bert Bell died at the nearby university hospital after suffering a heart attack at Franklin Field during the last two minutes of the game between the Eagles and Pittsburgh Steelers. The Eagles hosted the 1960 NFL Championship Game here on December 26, defeating the favored Green Bay Packers 17–13 in head coach Vince Lombardi's only career playoff loss. As the venue did not have lights at the time, the game started at noon to allow overtime to be played if required.

[image: Vietnam Vet Says He Lived in Philadelphia's Veterans Stadium for Years]Veterans Stadium {1971-2002} 

Veterans Stadium was a multi-purpose stadium in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, United States, at the northeast corner of Broad Street and Pattison Avenue, part of the South Philadelphia Sports Complex. The seating capacity was 65,358 for football. It hosted the Philadelphia Eagles of the National Football League (NFL) from 1971 to 2002. It also hosted the annual Army-Navy football game between 1980 and 2001. Veterans Stadium hosted its first regular-season NFL game on September 26, 1971, as the Eagles lost 42–7 to the Dallas Cowboys. The first Eagles touchdown, and their only points of the contest, came from Al Nelson's then-record 102-yard return of a missed field goal by Mike Clark in the fourth quarter. The final football game played at the Vet was the Eagles' 27–10 loss to the Tampa Bay Buccaneers in the NFC Championship Game on January 19, 2003. The "700 Level", the highest and cheapest seats at Veterans Stadium, became well known for being home to the loudest, rowdiest fans at Philadelphia Eagles games. The 700 Level was described as having a reputation for "hostile taunting, fighting, public urination and general strangeness." The field's surface, originally composed of AstroTurf, contained many gaps and uneven patches. In several places, seams were clearly visible, giving it the nickname "Field of Seams". It perennially drew the ranking of the "NFL's worst field" in player surveys conducted by the NFL Players Association (NFLPA), and visiting players often fell prey to the treacherous conditions resulting in numerous injuries. The NFLPA reportedly threatened to sue the city for the poor conditions, and many sports agents told the Eagles not to even consider signing or drafting their clients. The Eagles, for their part, complained to the city on numerous occasions about the conditions at the stadium. Baseball players also complained about the surface. It was much harder than other AstroTurf surfaces, and the shock of running on it often caused back pain.

| Page

[image: Lincoln Financial Field | Projects | Gensler]Lincoln Financial Field {2003-present} 

It is the home stadium of the Philadelphia Eagles of the National Football League (NFL) and the Temple Owls football team of Temple University. The stadium is in South Philadelphia on Pattison Avenue between 11th and South Darien streets alongside I-95. It is part of the South Philadelphia Sports Complex and has a seating capacity of 67,594. The stadium opened on August 3, 2003, after two years of construction that began on May 7, 2001, replacing Veterans Stadium. While total seating capacity is like that of Veterans Stadium, the new stadium includes double the number of luxury and wheelchair-accessible seats and more modern services. The field's construction included several LED video displays and more than 624 feet of LED ribbon boards. Naming rights were sold in June 2002 to the Lincoln Financial Group, for a sum of $139.6 million over 21 years. The City of Philadelphia and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania cumulatively contributed approximately $188 million in public funding to the stadium construction. Additional construction funding was raised from the sale of stadium builder's licenses, which are necessary to purchase season tickets for some of the stadium's best seating levels. The Army–Navy football games are frequently played at the stadium due to Philadelphia being located halfway between both service academies, the stadium being able to house the large crowds in attendance, and the historic nature of the city. Temple University's Division I college football team also plays their home games at Lincoln Financial Field, paying the Eagles $3 million a year to do so. There are 172 Luxury Suites at Lincoln Financial Field. They range in capacity from 12 to 40 people and cost $75,000 to $300,000 per year or $20,000 for a single game rental. The suites are in six separate areas throughout the stadium. There are 3,040 luxury suite seats in total. There are two exclusive 40,000 sq ft club lounges in the stadium. The lounge on the west side is the "Hyundai Club" and the one on the east side is the "Tork Club". Suite holders and club seat holders have access to these 2 lounges. There are a total of 10,828 club seats in the stadium. These club seats feature some unique benefits above and beyond the lounges. One major benefit is the lounges open hours before the event, in most cases 2–4 hours. The lounges also have multiple full-service bars in them. The seats at the club level are padded, and there is also a wait staff present to serve food and drinks.
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​Retired uniform numbers
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Donovan McNabb



	
[image: Printable Number 5 Outline - Print Bubble Number 5][image: 2002 Topps Donovan McNabb Football Cards #200 - Picture 1 of 2]



	No. 5



	Position:

	Quarterback




	Born:

	November 25, 1976 (age 46) Chicago, Illinois, U.S.



	Career information



	High school:

	Mount Carmel (Chicago, Illinois)




	College:

	Syracuse (1994–1998)




	NFL Draft:

	1999 / Round: 1 / Pick: 2



	Career history


	
Philadelphia Eagles (1999–2009)

Washington Redskins (2010)

Minnesota Vikings (2011)



	Career highlights and awards


	
6× Pro Bowl (2000–2004, 2009)

Philadelphia Eagles 75th anniversary team

Philadelphia Eagles Hall of Fame

Philadelphia Eagles No. 5 retired

3× Big East Offensive Player of the Year (1996–1998)

Big East Rookie of the Year (1995)

4× First-team All-Big East (1995–1998)

Syracuse Football All-Century Team

Syracuse Orange No. 5 retired



	Career NFL statistics


	


	TD–INT:

	234–117




	Passing yards:

	37,276




	Passer rating:

	85.6




	Completion percentage:

	59.0




	Rushing yards:

	3,459




	Rushing touchdowns:

	29











––––––––
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Steve Van Buren
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	No. 15



	Position:

	Halfback




	Born:

	December 28, 1920, La Ceiba, Honduras




	Died:

	August 23, 2012 (aged 91), Lancaster, Pennsylvania, U.S.



	Career information



	High school:

	Warren Easton (New Orleans, Louisiana)




	College:

	LSU




	NFL Draft:

	1944 / Round: 1 / Pick: 5



	Career history


	Philadelphia Eagles (1944–1951)


	Career highlights and awards


	
2× NFL champion (1948, 1949)

5× First-team All-Pro (1944, 1945, 1947–1949)

2× Second-team All-Pro (1950, 1946)

4× NFL rushing yards leader (1945, 1947–1949)

4× NFL rushing touchdowns leader (1945, 1947–1949)

NFL scoring leader (1945)

NFL 1940s All-Decade Team

NFL 75th Anniversary All-Time Team

NFL 100th Anniversary All-Time Team

Philadelphia Eagles Hall of Fame

Philadelphia Eagles 75th Anniversary Team

Philadelphia Eagles No. 15 retired

Third-team All-American (1943)

First-team All-SEC (1943)



	Career NFL statistics


	


	Rushing yards:

	5,860




	Yards per carry:

	4.4




	Rushing touchdowns:

	69




	Return yards:

	2,503




	Return touchdowns:

	5




	Interceptions:

	9
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Brian Dawkins
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	No. 20



	Position:

	Safety




	Born:

	October 13, 1973 (age 50) Jacksonville, Florida, U.S.



	Career information



	High school:

	William M. Raines (Jacksonville, Florida)




	College:

	Clemson (1992–1995)




	NFL Draft:

	1996 / Round: 2 / Pick: 61



	Career history


	
Philadelphia Eagles (1996–2008)

Denver Broncos (2009–2011)



	Career highlights and awards


	
As player

4× First-team All-Pro (2001, 2002, 2004, 2006)

Second-team All-Pro (2009)

9× Pro Bowl (1999, 2001, 2002, 2004–2006, 2008, 2009, 2011)

NFL 2000s All-Decade Team

PFWA All-Rookie Team (1996)

Philadelphia Eagles Hall of Fame

Philadelphia Eagles 75th Anniversary Team

Philadelphia Eagles No. 20 retired

Second-team All-American (1995)

First-team All-ACC (1995)



	Career NFL statistics


	


	Total tackles:

	1,147




	Sacks:

	26.0




	Forced fumbles:

	36




	Fumble recoveries:

	19




	Interceptions:

	37




	Total touchdowns:

	4
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Tom Brookshier
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	No. 40



	Position:

	Cornerback




	Born:

	December 16, 1931, Roswell, New Mexico, U.S.




	Died:

	January 29, 2010 (aged 78) Wynnewood, Pennsylvania, U.S.



	Career information



	High school:

	Roswell (New Mexico)




	College:

	Colorado




	NFL Draft:

	1953 / Round: 10 / Pick: 117



	Career history


	Philadelphia Eagles (1953, 1956–1961)


	Career highlights and awards


	
NFL champion (1960)

2× Pro Bowl (1959, 1960)

Philadelphia Eagles Hall of Fame

Philadelphia Eagles No. 40 retired



	Career NFL statistics


	


	Games played:

	76




	Interceptions:

	20




	Fumble recoveries:

	8



	Military career



	Allegiance

	[image: image]United States




	Service/branch

	[image: image]U.S. Air Force




	Years of service

	c. 1954–1956




	Rank

	[image: image]Lieutenant




	Unit

	USAFA backfield coach




	Battles/wars

	Cold War











––––––––
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Pete Retzlaff



	
[image: SVG, Vettoriale - Quattro Cifre Di Un Numero 4. Image 63731226][image: 1959 Topps #88 Pete Retzlaff NM/MT  **AA-4852** - Picture 1 of 2]



	No. 44



	Position:

	Halfback/Split end/Tight end




	Born:

	August 21, 1931, Ellendale, North Dakota, U.S.




	Died:

	April 10, 2020 (aged 88) Pottstown, Pennsylvania, U.S.




	High school:

	Ellendale (Ellendale, North Dakota)




	College:

	South Dakota State




	NFL Draft:

	1953 / Round: 22 / Pick: 265



	Career history


	As a player:


	
Detroit Lions (1953) *

Philadelphia Eagles (1956–1966)



	* Offseason and/or practice squad member only


	As an executive:


	Philadelphia Eagles (1969–1972) General manager


	Career highlights and awards


	
NFL champion (1960)

2× First-team All-Pro (1958, 1965)

2× Second-team All-Pro (1964, 1966)

5× Pro Bowl (1958, 1960, 1963–1965)

NFL receptions co-leader (1958)

Bert Bell Award (1965)

Philadelphia Eagles Hall of Fame

Philadelphia Eagles No. 44 retired



	Career NFL statistics


	


	Receptions:

	452




	Receiving yards:

	7,412




	Touchdowns:

	47
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	No. 60



	Position:

	Linebacker, Center




	Born:

	May 1, 1925, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, U.S.




	Died:

	March 21, 2015 (aged 89) Coopersburg, Pennsylvania, U.S.



	Career information



	High school:

	Liberty (Bethlehem, Pennsylvania)




	College:

	Penn (1945–1948)




	NFL Draft:

	1949 / Round: 1 / Pick: 1



	Career history


	Philadelphia Eagles (1949–1962)


	Career highlights and awards


	
2× NFL champion (1949, 1960)

10× First-team All-Pro (1950–1957, 1960, 1961)

8× Pro Bowl (1950–1954, 1956, 1957, 1960)

NFL 1950s All-Decade Team

NFL 50th Anniversary All-Time Team

NFL 75th Anniversary All-Time Team

NFL 100th Anniversary All-Time Team

Philadelphia Eagles Hall of Fame

Philadelphia Eagles 75th Anniversary Team

Philadelphia Eagles No. 60 retired

Maxwell Award (1948)

2× Consensus All-American (1947, 1948)



	Career NFL statistics


	


	Games played:

	169




	Interceptions:

	20



	Military career 



	Service/branch

	[image: U.S. Army Air Forces seal]U.S. Army Air Forces




	Years of service

	1942–1946




	Rank

	Staff Sergeant




	Unit

	Eighth Air Force




	Battles/wars

	World War II
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	No. 70



	Position:

	Offensive tackle



	Personal information



	Born:

	December 28, 1920, Chicago, Illinois, U.S.




	Died:

	March 5, 2016 (aged 95) Grants Pass, Oregon, U.S.



	Career information



	High school:

	Carl Schurz (Chicago, Illinois)




	College:

	Michigan (1940–1942)




	NFL Draft:

	1943 / Round: 5 / Pick: 32



	Career history


	
Steagles (1943)

Philadelphia Eagles (1944–1951)



	Career highlights and awards


	
2× NFL champion (1948, 1949)

4× First-team All-Pro (1944–1947)

Pro Bowl (1950)

NFL 1940s All-Decade Team

Philadelphia Eagles No. 70 retired

Philadelphia Eagles Hall of Fame

Consensus All-American (1942)

First-team All-Big Ten (1942)

2× Second-team All-Big Ten (1940, 1941)

Michigan Wolverines No. 11 retired



	Career NFL statistics


	


	Games played:

	95




	Games started:

	84




	Fumble recoveries:

	8
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	No. 92, 91



	Position:

	Defensive end



	Career information



	High school:

	Howard (Chattanooga, Tennessee)




	College:

	Tennessee (1980–1983)




	Supplemental draft:

	1984 / Round: 1 / Pick: 4



	Career history


	
Memphis Showboats (1984–1985) / Philadelphia Eagles (1985–1992)

Green Bay Packers (1993–1998) / Carolina Panthers (2000)



	Career highlights and awards


	
Super Bowl champion (XXXI)

2× NFL Defensive Player of the Year (1987, 1998) / 3× UPI NFC Defensive Player of the Year (1987, 1991, 1995)

8× First-team All-Pro (1986–1991, 1995, 1998) / 5× Second-team All-Pro (1992–1994, 1996, 1997)

13× Pro Bowl (1986–1998) / 2× NFL sacks leader (1987, 1988)

NFL 1980s All-Decade Team / NFL 1990s All-Decade Team

NFL 75th Anniversary All-Time Team / NFL 100th Anniversary All-Time Team

Bart Starr Award (1992)

Philadelphia Eagles Hall of Fame / Philadelphia Eagles 75th Anniversary Team

Philadelphia Eagles No. 92 retired

Green Bay Packers Hall of Fame / Green Bay Packers No. 92 retired

First-team All-USFL (1985)

Unanimous All-American (1983)

SEC Player of the Year (1983) / First-team All-SEC (1983)

Tennessee Volunteers No. 92 retired

NFL records

Consecutive seasons with 10+ sacks: 9 / Seasons leading league in sacks: 2 (tied)

Consecutive seasons leading league in sacks: 2 (tied with Mark Gastineau and T. J. Watt)



	Career NFL statistics


	


	Tackles:

	1,112




	Sacks:

	198




	Forced fumbles:

	33




	Interceptions:

	3




	Touchdowns:

	2
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Jerome Brown
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	No. 99



	Position:

	Defensive tackle



	Personal information



	Born:

	February 4, 1965, Brooksville, Florida, U.S.




	Died:

	June 25, 1992 (aged 27) Brooksville, Florida, U.S.



	Career information



	High school:

	Hernando (Brooksville)




	College:

	Miami (FL)




	NFL Draft:

	1987 / Round: 1 / Pick: 9



	Career history


	Philadelphia Eagles (1987–1991)


	Career highlights and awards


	
2× First-team All-Pro (1990, 1991)

2× Pro Bowl (1990, 1991)

PFWA All-Rookie Team (1987)

Philadelphia Eagles 75th Anniversary Team

Philadelphia Eagles Hall of Fame

Philadelphia Eagles No. 99 retired

National champion (1983)

Consensus All-American (1986)



	Career NFL statistics


	


	Games played:

	76




	Sacks:

	29.5




	Interceptions:

	3
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​Pro Football Hall-of-Famers
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	Philadelphia Eagles in the Pro Football Hall of Fame








	No.

	Name

	Positions

	Seasons

	Inducted




	15

	Steve Van Buren

	HB

	1944–1951

	1965




	60

	Chuck Bednarik

	C–LB

	1949–1962

	1967




	53

	Alex Wojciechowicz

	C–DT

	1946–1950

	1968




	35

	Pete Pihos

	TE–DE

	1947–1955

	1970




	11

	Norm Van Brocklin

	QB

	1958–1960

	1971




	56

	Bill Hewitt

	DE-FB

	1937–1939, 1943

	1971




	33

	Ollie Matson

	RB

	1964–1966

	1972




	54

	Jim Ringo

	C

	1964–1967

	1981




	9

	Sonny Jurgensen

	QB

	1957–1963

	1983




	98, 89

	Mike Ditka

	TE

	1967–1968

	1988




	86

	Bud Grant

	WR–DE

	1951–1952

	1994




	25

	Tommy McDonald

	WR

	1957–1963

	1998




	80

	James Lofton

	WR

	1993

	2003




	76

	Bob Brown

	OT

	1964–1968

	2004




	92

	Reggie White

	DE

	1985–1992

	2006




	85

	Art Monk

	WR

	1995

	2008




	95

	Richard Dent

	DE

	1997

	2011




	80

	Cris Carter

	WR

	1987–1989

	2013




	87

	Claude Humphrey

	DE

	1979–1981

	2014




	20

	Brian Dawkins

	S

	1996–2008

	2018




	81

	Terrell Owens

	WR

	2004–2005

	2018




	17

	Harold Carmichael

	WR

	1971–1983

	2020









	Coaches and executives



	Name

	Positions

	Seasons

	Inducted




	Bert Bell

	Owner/Founder

	1933–1940

	1963




	Earle "Greasy" Neale

	Head coach

	1941–1950

	1969




	Dick Vermeil

	Head coach

	1976–1982

	2022
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​Eagles Hall-of-Honor
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	Year

	No.

	Name

	Position(s)

	Tenure




	1987

	60

	Chuck Bednarik

	C–LB

	1949–1962




	
	
—
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	Bert Bell

	Founder-Owner

	1933–1940




	
	17

	Harold Carmichael

	WR

	1971–1983




	
	56

	Bill Hewitt

	TE–DE

	1936–1939, 1943




	
	9

	Sonny Jurgensen

	QB

	1957–1963




	
	33

	Ollie Matson

	RB

	1964–1966




	
	31

	Wilbert Montgomery

	RB

	1977–1984




	
	
—
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	Earle "Greasy" Neale

	Head coach

	1941–1950




	
	35

	Pete Pihos

	TE–DE

	1947–1955




	
	54

	Jim Ringo

	C

	1964–1967




	
	11

	Norm Van Brocklin

	QB

	1958–1960




	
	15

	Steve Van Buren

	HB

	1944–1951




	
	53

	Alex Wojciechowicz

	C–DT

	1946–1950




	1988

	66

	Bill Bergey

	LB

	1974–1980




	
	25

	Tommy McDonald

	WR

	1957–1963




	1989

	40

	Tom Brookshier

	CB

	1953–1961




	
	44

	Pete Retzlaff

	TE

	1956–1966




	1990

	22

	Timmy Brown

	RB

	1960–1967




	1991

	76

	Jerry Sisemore

	OT

	1973–1987




	
	75

	Stan Walters

	OT

	1975–1983




	1992

	7

	Ron Jaworski

	QB

	1977–1986




	1993

	28

	Bill Bradley

	S–P

	1969–1976




	1994

	
—
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	Dick Vermeil

	Head coach

	1976–1982




	1995

	
—
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	Jim Gallagher

	Team Executive

	1949–1995




	
	82

	Mike Quick

	WR

	1982–1990




	1996

	99

	Jerome Brown

	DT

	1987–1991




	1999

	
—
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	Otho Davis

	Head Trainer

	1973–1995




	2004

	76

	Bob Brown

	OT

	1964–1968




	2005

	92

	Reggie White

	DE

	1985–1992




	2009

	70

	Al Wistert

	OT

	1943–1951




	
	12

	Randall Cunningham

	QB–P

	1985–1995




	2011

	21

	Eric Allen

	CB

	1988–1994




	
	
—
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	Jim Johnson

	Defensive Coordinator

	1999–2008




	2012

	
—
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	Leo Carlin

	Ticket Manager

	1960–1982, 1985-2015




	
	20

	Brian Dawkins

	S

	1996–2008




	
	23

	Troy Vincent

	CB

	1996–2003




	2013

	5

	Donovan McNabb

	QB

	1999–2009




	2015

	36

	Brian Westbrook

	RB

	2002–2009




	
	55

	Maxie Baughan

	LB

	1960–1965




	2016

	54

	Jeremiah Trotter

	LB

	1998–2001, 2004–2006, 2009




	
	
–
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	Merrill Reese

	Radio Play by Play

	1977–present




	2017

	2

	David Akers

	K

	1999–2010




	2018

	59

	Seth Joyner

	LB

	1986–1993




	
	96

	Clyde Simmons

	DE

	1986–1993




	2019

	83

	Bobby Walston

	WR–TE–K

	1951–1962




	2021

	72

	Tra Thomas

	OT

	1998-2008




	
	69

	Jon Runyan

	OT

	2000-2008




	2022

	53

	Hugh Douglas

	DE

	1998-2002, 2004




	
	58

	Trent Cole

	DE, OLB

	2005-2014
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​Notable Head Coaches
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[image: Great coaches of the NFC East - Hogs Haven]Greasy Neale {1941-1950} 

Neale was born in Parkersburg, West Virginia. Although writers eventually assumed that Neale got his nickname, "Greasy", from his elusiveness on the football field, it arose during his youth, from a name-calling joust with a friend. 

Neale played Major League Baseball as an outfielder with the Cincinnati Reds between 1916 and 1924 and briefly with the Philadelphia Phillies for part of the 1921 season. Neale was the starting right fielder for the championship-winning 1919 Reds. He batted .357 in the 1919 World Series and led the Reds with ten hits in their eight-game series win over the scandalous White Sox. Neale spent all but 22 games of his baseball career with the Reds. He had a career batting average of .259 with 8 home runs, 200 RBI, and 139 stolen bases, and finished in the top ten in stolen bases in the National League four times. When football season came around, often he would leave baseball and fulfill his football duties (albeit playing about 90% of a baseball season most years, except for 1919 when he played the entire season, including the World Series).

Football career

Neale also played professional football in the Ohio League with the Canton Bulldogs in 1917, the Dayton Triangles in 1918, and the Massillon Tigers in 1919. He starred as an end on Jim Thorpe's Pre-World War I Canton Bulldogs as well as the Dayton Triangles in 1918 and Massillon Tigers in 1919. He coached the Triangles in 1918.

Neale began his coaching career while still a professional player. He served as the head football coach at Muskingum College (1915), West Virginia Wesleyan College (1916–1917), Marietta College (1919–1920), Washington & Jefferson College (1921–1922), the University of Virginia (1923–1928), and West Virginia University (1931–1933), compiling a career college football record of 82–54–11. He coached basketball for two seasons at Marietta (1919–1921) as well, amassing a record of 26–11. He also served as an assistant football coach at Yale Bulldogs football for seven seasons (1934–1940). At Washington & Jefferson, he led his 1921 squad to the Rose Bowl, where the Presidents played the California Golden Bears to a scoreless tie. At Virginia, Neale was also the head baseball coach from 1923 to 1929, tallying a mark of 80–73–2.

Neale later coached the independent professional Ironton Tanks. He and Tanks quarterback Glenn Presnell claimed victories against the NFL's second-place New York Giants and third-place Chicago Bears in 1930. The team folded in 1931.

Neale moved to the National Football League (NFL), serving as head coach of the Philadelphia Eagles from 1941 to 1950. From 1944 through 1949, Neale's Eagles finished second three times and in first place three times. The Eagles won the NFL Championship in 1948 and again in 1949 and became the first team to win back-to-back titles since the 1940-41 Chicago Bears by shutting out their opponents, beating the Chicago Cardinals 7–0 in the snow-ridden 1948 NFL Championship Game and the Los Angeles Rams 14–0 in the 1949 NFL Championship Game in a driving rainstorm. It was the last championship for the Eagles until 1960. His offense was led by the passing of quarterback Tommy Thompson, the pass catching of future Hall of Fame end Pete Pihos, and the running of another Hall of Famer, Steve Van Buren. He tallied a mark of 66–44–5 including playoff games in his ten seasons with the club. Neale was inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame in 1967 and the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1969. Both inductions recognized his coaching career.
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Vermeil was born in Calistoga, California, one of four children. He worked at his father's auto repair shop as a teenager and played quarterback on the Calistoga High School football team. After graduating from Calistoga High in 1954, Vermeil enrolled at Napa Junior College (now Napa Valley College). He transferred to San Jose State College (now University) after two years at Napa. After one year as a backup quarterback on the 1956 San Jose State Spartans football team, Vermeil became starting quarterback on the 1957 team, throwing for 580 yards, one touchdown, and nine interceptions on a team that finished 3–7. Vermeil completed a bachelor's degree in 1958 and master's degree in 1959 at San Jose State, both in physical education. 

Vermeil began his football coaching career as assistant coach for Del Mar High School in San Jose in 1959. Then from 1960 to 1962, he was head coach at Hillsdale High School in San Mateo. Moving up to the junior college level, he was defensive backfield coach at the College of San Mateo in 1963. In his first head coaching position, Vermeil returned to Napa Junior College in 1964, leading the Chiefs to a 7–2 record, best in the school history. While at Napa JC his younger brother Al played for him. From 1965 to 1968, Vermeil was an assistant coach at Stanford under John Ralston. Vermeil shares the distinction of being hired as one of the NFL's first special teams coaches with Hall of Fame Coach Marv Levy. Vermeil was hired by George Allen's Los Angeles Rams in 1969 the same year Levy was hired by Jerry Williams, then head coach of the Philadelphia Eagles. Except for 1970, when Vermeil was an assistant coach with UCLA, he remained with the Rams until 1974 when he was named as head coach by UCLA.

As the head coach for the UCLA Bruins, Vermeil compiled a 15–5–3 record in two seasons (1974–75), including a 9–2–1 record in 1975 when he led the Bruins to their first conference championship in 10 years, and a win in the Rose Bowl over an undefeated and number 1 ranked Ohio State team. He was inducted into the Rose Bowl Hall of Fame as a member of the Class of 2014. 

Vermeil began his NFL head coaching career in 1976 with the Philadelphia Eagles, taking over after the team went 4–10 the previous year. Due to past trades by the Eagles, Vermeil's teams did not have a first-round draft pick until 1979. After suffering through two losing seasons under Vermeil, the Eagles made the playoffs for the first time in 18 seasons in 1978. That 1978 season featured breakthrough years by NFL stars Ron Jaworski, Wilbert Montgomery, and one of the greatest games in Eagles history—the seminal Miracle at the Meadowlands. The Eagles were losing to the New York Giants with seconds to play but when the Giants fumbled the ball, Eagles' cornerback Herman Edwards recovered it and ran it back for a touchdown and a miraculous 19–17 victory. In the 1979 season, Vermeil's Eagles went 11–5 and won their first playoff game since the 1960 NFL Championship Game. In the 1980 season, Vermeil led the Eagles to Super Bowl XV after defeating the Dallas Cowboys for the NFC championship. The Eagles lost the Super Bowl to Oakland, 27–10. Philadelphia recorded a 10–6 record in 1981 but was eliminated in the first round of the playoffs by a 9–7 New York Giants team that was playing with their starting quarterback (Phil Simms) and middle linebacker (Brad Van Pelt) out with injuries. After the Eagles ended the 1982 season with a dismal 3–6 record in a 9-game season shortened by a players' strike, Vermeil retired for the first time on January 10, 1983, citing occupational burnout.
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Reid was born in Los Angeles on March 19, 1958. He attended John Marshall High School and worked as a vendor at Dodger Stadium as a teenager. He also played youth sports in East Hollywood at Lemon Grove Recreation Center; Pete Arbogast was one of his coaches. Arbogast is the radio announcer for the USC football team and was the radio play-by-play announcer for the Cincinnati Bengals. In 1971 at age 13, Reid was on Monday Night Football participating in the Punt, Pass, and Kick competition; he was already so large that he wore the jersey of Les Josephson (6'1", 207 pounds). Reid played offensive tackle at Glendale Community College in Glendale, California, and planned to transfer to Stanford but injured his knee. BYU head coach LaVell Edwards wanted Reid's teammate and best friend Randy Tidwell and recruited him to the team to help persuade Tidwell to come to BYU. At BYU, Reid was a teammate of Jim McMahon and Tom Holmoe. Teammates recalled that Reid did not play often but was very analytical, closely studying Edwards and offensive coordinator Doug Scovil. BYU won the 1980 Holiday Bowl in his senior year.

Reid had thought of becoming a writer, but frequent questions to Edwards about football strategy caused the head coach to suggest coaching as a career. After graduating from BYU in 1981, Reid spent one year as a graduate assistant on the school's football coaching staff; colleagues included Scovil, Norm Chow, and Mike Holmgren. He spent the next nine years as an offensive line coach with four colleges. During his college coaching career, he was on the staff for teams like the San Francisco Gators, Northern Arizona Lumberjacks, UTEP Miners, and Missouri Tigers. It was with the 1986 Northern Arizona University team that he coached Frank Pollack, who went on to play for six seasons with the San Francisco 49ers.

The Eagles hired Reid on January 11, 1999; he was the second-youngest head coach in the league after Jon Gruden and the first then to be hired as a head coach without first having served as an offensive or defensive coordinator. Some in the Philadelphia news media criticized the hiring, citing the availability of other candidates who had already served previously as successful head coaches. As he set about leading the Eagles, one of Reid's first major decisions was drafting dual-threat quarterback Donovan McNabb in the first round with the second overall pick, although Reid started former Packers' backup Doug Pederson in the first nine games of the 1999 season. In Reid's first season in Philadelphia, the Eagles improved their record by two games over 1998, finishing 5–11. Among the five wins was the team's first road victory in 19 games, a 20–16 road victory over the Chicago Bears on October 17. In 2000, the Eagles posted an 11–5 regular-season record and won their first playoff game since the 1995 season, beating the Tampa Bay Buccaneers in Philadelphia on New Year's Eve. In 2001, Reid's Eagles won the first of four consecutive NFC East titles, the longest such streak in franchise history, and advanced to the conference championship game in 2001, 2002, 2003 and 2004, losing this game on the first three occasions. The 2003 team qualified for postseason play after opening the season with two losses, both at home, and was also the first NFL team ever to reach the conference title round of the playoffs after having been shut out at home on opening day. The 2004 team was the second NFC East squad to defeat all its division rivals (New York Giants, Dallas Cowboys, and Washington Redskins) twice during the same regular season (the Dallas Cowboys did it in 1998). The 2004 Eagles clinched the NFC #1-seed with a 13–1 record and proceeded to rest their starters for the final two games. After three straight NFC Championship losses, the team beat the Atlanta Falcons by a score of 27–10 and made it to Super Bowl XXXIX but fell to the New England Patriots 24–21.

The 2005 season was difficult for Reid as he sought to deal with wide receiver Terrell Owens' flamboyant persona, which forced Reid to permanently deactivate him midway through the 2005 season. A couple of weeks later quarterback Donovan McNabb suffered a season-ending injury, leaving the Eagles without the services of two of their star players. The Eagles lost eight of their last ten games and finished 6–10. With their third win of the season – a 23–20 win over the Oakland Raiders – Reid passed Greasy Neale to become the winningest coach in franchise history. 

The Eagles enjoyed a rollercoaster campaign under Reid in 2006. The season appeared to be lost by October with another season-ending injury to McNabb, turning a 4–1 start into a mid-season breakdown which left the team 5–5. After an embarrassing 45–21 defeat at the hands of the Indianapolis Colts, the Eagles were on the verge of elimination from the playoffs. Reid coached backup quarterback, Jeff Garcia, and the 5–6 Eagles, to victories over a slew of NFC rivals including the Carolina Panthers, Washington Redskins, New York Giants, and Dallas Cowboys. The Eagles, at 10–6, won the NFC East division title, as well as an NFC wild card game against the New York Giants. Their season ended at the hands of an opportune New Orleans Saints team in the NFC Divisional Round. 

In the 2007 season, Reid led the Eagles to an 8–8 season with no appearance in the postseason. In the 2008 season, Reid's 9–6–1 Eagles managed to knock off the defending Super Bowl Champions, the New York Giants, in the divisional game, leading the Eagles to a fifth NFC Championship game, where they lost to the Arizona Cardinals by a score of 32–25. He coached the NFC to a 30–21 win in the 2009 Pro Bowl. However, the team was devastated by the death of Jim Johnson, who had been the defensive coordinator for Reid's entire career and had helped turn the Eagles into one of the NFL's elite defenses. In the 2009 season, Reid failed to win a first-round post-season game for the first time in his career, with his 11–5 Eagles being eliminated by the first place Dallas Cowboys by a score of 34–14 in the Wild Card Round. Over the offseason, the Eagles traded longtime starting quarterback Donovan McNabb to the Redskins. After Week 2 of the 2010 season, Reid named Michael Vick the starting quarterback of the Eagles. In the 2010 season, Reid led the Eagles to 10–6 record in the regular season and qualified for the playoffs. In the Wild Card Round against the Green Bay Packers, the Eagles fell 21–16. Reid was named the Earle "Greasy" Neale Award winner for the third time in 2010. In the 2011 season, Reid led the Eagles to an 8–8 season with no appearance in the postseason. 

In the 2012 season, Reid and the Eagles struggled to a 4–12 record, the worst of his head coaching tenure. The year also marked the first time the Eagles missed the postseason in consecutive years under Reid. On December 31, 2012, the day after the season ended with an embarrassing 42–7 loss to the New York Giants, Eagles owner Jeffrey Lurie announced that Reid's contract would not be renewed. Reid was the longest-tenured head coach in the NFL prior to his release. Reid provided encouragement to his successor as Eagles head coach, Chip Kelly. Lurie said that Reid's induction into the Philadelphia Eagles Hall of Fame was inevitable, and players gave their former coach a standing ovation during his last meeting with them. During his 14-year tenure with the Eagles, Reid compiled the best win total (120), winning percentage (.609) and playoff victory total (10) in team history. He captured six division titles and five trips to the NFC Championship game. During this period, no other franchise earned more divisional playoff round appearances (7) and only Bill Belichick's New England Patriots exceeded Philadelphia's (5) conference championship game appearances with (6). Despite his success, however, Reid was ultimately unable to lead the Eagles to a Super Bowl title. Reid sent 19 players to 44 Pro Bowl appearances, the highest total for any team in the NFL during that period. None of these players had ever appeared in a Pro Bowl before Reid was hired.
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Rivalries
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Dallas Cowboys

The Eagles and Dallas Cowboys rivalry has been listed among the best and most acrimonious in the NFL. The Eagles won the first game in this rivalry 27–25 on September 30, 1960. Dallas leads the all-time series, but in recent years, the series has been close, with each team winning 12 games since 2006. There is considerable hostility between the two teams' fan bases, with incidents such as the 1989 Bounty Bowl. The rivalry has even spilled over into Draft Weekend, with Cowboys legend Drew Pearson and Eagles legend David Akers exchanging insults at the opposing franchise in 2017 and 2018, respectively.

New York Giants

The Eagles' rivalry with the New York Giants began in 1933 with the founding of the Eagles and slowly strengthened when both teams came to relative prominence in the 1940s and 1950s. The two teams have played in the same division in the NFL every year since 1933. The ferocity of the rivalry can also be attributed to the geographic New York-Philadelphia rivalry, which is mirrored in Major League Baseball's Mets–Phillies rivalry and the NHL's Flyers–Rangers rivalry. It is ranked by NFL Network as one of the greatest rivalries of all time, Sports Illustrated ranks it as the fourth best NFL rivalry of all time, and according to ESPN, it is one of the fiercest and most well-known rivalries in the football community.

Washington Commanders

While not as big as the rivalries with the Giants and Cowboys, the Eagles' historical rivalry with the Washington Redskins and Washington Commanders has still been fierce. Although the two franchises played in the same division in the Eagles' inaugural 1933 season, their first meeting did not take place until October 21, 1934, during Washington's first year under the Boston Redskins moniker; the Redskins defeated the Eagles 6–0 at Fenway Park.

Pittsburgh Steelers

The Eagles and Pittsburgh Steelers are both located in Pennsylvania and began play in 1933. From that season through 1966, this was a major rivalry for both teams, as both were part of the same division. In 1967 they were placed in separate divisions but remained in the same conference for three years. In 1970 the Steelers (along with the Cleveland Browns and Baltimore Colts) moved to the American Football Conference, while the Eagles stayed with the rest of the old-line NFL teams in the National Football Conference. As a result, the Eagles and Steelers no longer played each other every year; instead, they are scheduled to meet once every four years in the regular season. The most recent meeting was in 2022 at Lincoln Financial Field due to the addition of a regular season game based on opposing conference divisional finish from the season before, with the Eagles winning 35-13. The Steelers have lost ten straight games on the road against the Eagles dating back to 1966, which was also the start of the Super Bowl era.
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