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 “Give ear and come to me;
 listen, that you may live.
 I will make an everlasting covenant with you,
 my faithful love promised to David.
 See, I have made him a witness to the peoples,
 a ruler and commander of the peoples.
 Surely you will summon nations you know not,
 and nations you do not know will come running to you,
 because of the Lord your God,
 the Holy One of Israel,
 for he has endowed you with splendor.”

	Spoken through the prophet Isaiah around 700 BC (Isaiah 55:3–5) , this invitation from the Lord was addressed to the people of Judah, yet it reaches far beyond them—extending the promises once made to David to all who would listen and believe. It affirms David’s lasting legacy as a witness to the nations and a foretaste of the coming eternal King.
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Part One: A Shepherd’s Calling

	

	




	





Chapter 1: The Rise of a King


	The days before David’s emergence onto the biblical stage were marked by spiritual confusion and national unrest. Israel had asked for a king—an act that revealed a deeper problem than politics. It was not just that they desired a centralized monarchy; they longed to be like the other nations. In doing so, they rejected the unique leadership God had designed for them. Under Moses, Joshua, and the judges, Israel had been ruled directly by the Lord, with human leaders acting as His representatives. But now they wanted a visible figurehead, someone who looked the part of a warrior-king, someone who could stand tall in front of their enemies.

	Their first king, Saul, had all the outward characteristics the people admired. He was tall, impressive, and charismatic—exactly the kind of leader Israel thought it needed to stand among the nations. But beneath the surface, Saul’s heart was slowly drifting from the Lord. Though he began his reign with promise, it soon became clear that he valued appearance over obedience. Twice, Saul violated God's direct commands: first, by offering sacrifices himself instead of waiting for the prophet Samuel (1 Samuel 13:8–14), and later, by sparing King Agag of the Amalekites and keeping the best of the plunder despite God’s explicit order to destroy everything (1 Samuel 15:1–9). His excuses were polished, but his heart was exposed.

	Samuel, God’s prophet and Israel’s spiritual leader, was grieved. When he confronted Saul after the Amalekite disobedience, Saul insisted he had obeyed the Lord—even as the bleating of sheep and lowing of oxen betrayed his compromise. Samuel then delivered the Lord’s solemn verdict: “Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, he has rejected you as king” (1 Samuel 15:23). As Samuel turned to leave, Saul seized the edge of his robe, and it tore in his hand. Samuel immediately turned the torn fabric into a prophetic symbol: “The Lord has torn the kingdom of Israel from you today and has given it to one better than you” (1 Samuel 15:28).

	That image—the torn robe—would haunt Saul. It wasn’t just cloth that had been ripped away, but the very kingdom he was so desperately clinging to. And to seal the moment with finality, Samuel then did what Saul would not: he summoned King Agag and executed him personally before the Lord at Gilgal (1 Samuel 15:32–33). The contrast was sharp. Saul, the rejected king, stood powerless—while Samuel, the prophet of God, carried out the judgment Saul had failed to complete.

	Though Saul still sat on the throne, God had already begun to move forward. Samuel mourned deeply over Saul, but the Lord told him it was time to anoint a new king (1 Samuel 16:1). At that point, Saul did not know who the replacement was—only that one had already been chosen. And somewhere in the hills of Bethlehem, a young shepherd named David was faithfully tending sheep, unaware that the oil of kingship was about to be poured over his head.

	At this point in Israel’s history, the threat of foreign enemies was not theoretical. The Philistines were an ever-present danger. This aggressive and militarily advanced people had migrated from the Aegean region and established five powerful city-states along the coastal plains—Gaza, Ashdod, Ashkelon, Ekron, and Gath. Their strength in iron weaponry gave them a considerable advantage over Israel’s often untrained and poorly equipped forces. Battles were frequent, brutal, and demoralizing. Israel’s survival often seemed to hang in the balance, especially when their spiritual compass had gone askew.

	In the midst of this national crisis, the Lord was at work behind the scenes. He had not abandoned His people, though their leaders had failed. God was preparing someone who would reflect His heart and lead with integrity. But this new leader would not rise from the capital or emerge through conventional channels. He would not be discovered in a palace or trained in the arts of war. Instead, God's chosen one was tending sheep in the quiet hills of Bethlehem, unseen and uncelebrated.

	Though Israel longed for political deliverance, what they needed was spiritual restoration. The nation's true crisis was not external but internal. Their king had lost his way, and their hearts were drifting. Yet God, in His covenant faithfulness, had not forgotten His promises. As the curtain closed on Saul’s descent, another story was quietly beginning—one that would change Israel’s destiny and ultimately lead to the arrival of a greater King yet to come.

	A Chosen Nation Among the Nations

	Long before David’s time, God had established a relationship with Israel that set them apart from every other nation. When He brought them out of Egypt with signs and wonders, He made a covenant with them at Mount Sinai. There, amidst thunder and smoke, God declared that Israel would be His treasured possession, a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. This calling was not based on their size, strength, or righteousness, but solely on His love and sovereign choice. Their uniqueness was not in their politics or power but in their proximity to the living God.

	The Law given through Moses was not merely a religious code—it was a framework for living in communion with God. Every aspect of Israel’s life was to reflect their covenant identity, from dietary habits to civil laws, from worship practices to their military conduct. Their calling was to be a light among the nations, demonstrating the wisdom, justice, and mercy of their God. Yet even with such a high calling, the nation repeatedly turned away from the Lord, choosing idolatry and compromise over faithfulness and obedience.

	Following the death of Joshua, Israel entered the era of the Judges—a cycle of rebellion, oppression, deliverance, and restoration that repeated itself for generations. Though God raised up deliverers like Deborah, Gideon, and Samson, the people struggled to maintain consistent allegiance to the Lord. The final chapters of Judges echo with the words, “In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes.” This chaotic backdrop sets the stage for the emergence of monarchy, but even then, Israel’s desire for a king was not rooted in submission to God’s plan but in imitation of the pagan nations surrounding them.

	By the time David was born, roughly four centuries had passed since Moses led the people out of Egypt. Though they now dwelled in the land of promise, the moral and spiritual challenges remained. The tabernacle system still functioned, but reverence for God’s presence had waned. Prophets like Samuel operated with divine authority, yet they were often ignored or feared. The spiritual pulse of the nation was weak, and leadership was unstable. In this environment, God determined to raise up a man who would shepherd His people not only with skill but with a heart aligned to His own.

	David would embody the ideals that Israel was meant to live out. Though imperfect, he would serve as a model of what it meant to lead under God’s authority. His kingship would bring national unity, military success, and spiritual revival. But more than that, David would point forward to the One who would one day rule perfectly—a King who would not only lead Israel but redeem all who trust in Him. From the shadows of Bethlehem, God was beginning to unfold the next chapter of His redemptive plan.

	Bethlehem and the Youngest Son

	Bethlehem was a quiet and unremarkable town in Judah—hardly the kind of place one would expect to produce a future king. Yet throughout redemptive history, God often chose the humble and the hidden to accomplish His greatest works. Known in earlier times as Ephrathah, Bethlehem had a modest place in Scripture before David’s time. It was the burial site of Rachel, the wife of Jacob, and the hometown of Boaz and Ruth, whose love story formed the unlikely foundation of David’s royal line.

	David was born into the family of Jesse, the grandson of Ruth and Boaz. Jesse was likely a respected elder in his town, and his household would have been part of the agrarian culture common in Bethlehem. David, the youngest of eight sons, was not seen as one of consequence within the family. The responsibilities of leadership and inheritance fell to the elder sons, while David was given the lowly task of tending the sheep. In a household full of warriors, David was viewed as expendable, his work considered menial and his presence nearly forgotten when the prophet Samuel came calling.

	But God's eyes were not fixed on birth order or social standing. In David’s quiet obedience and hidden faithfulness, God saw a heart prepared for greatness. David did not demand attention, nor did he assert himself. He simply did what was required of him, and he did it with diligence. The same boy who watched over lambs in the wilderness would one day lead a nation with courage and compassion.

	This pattern is not unfamiliar in Scripture. God often chooses the unexpected. Moses, a fugitive shepherd, became the deliverer of Israel. Gideon, hiding in fear, became a mighty warrior. And in David’s life, we see this same divine pattern—God raising up the humble and confounding the wise. There is a glimpse here of another humble beginning, centuries later, when a baby would be born in the same town, laid not in a palace but in a manger. David’s obscurity foreshadowed the humility of Christ, who would also be underestimated and rejected before being revealed as the world’s Redeemer.

	As David led sheep through the rocky hills outside Bethlehem, he could not have known that his life would form the hinge of a much greater story. His path would take him from pastures to palaces, from private worship to public warfare, from anointing to coronation. But it would all begin in the quiet fields where his heart was shaped and his faith was forged.

	The Shepherd Years: God’s Hidden Training Ground

	David’s time as a shepherd was not a pause in his life’s purpose; it was the training ground God used to shape his character. Shepherding in ancient Israel was far from romantic. It required stamina, courage, attentiveness, and long stretches of solitude. David rose early to lead his flock to pasture, defended them from predators, and often slept under the stars, enduring the elements. This was not a task for the weak or distracted. It demanded a constant awareness of the flock’s needs and a willingness to lay down one’s comfort for their safety.

	In this environment, David developed the skills that would later define his leadership. His bravery, later seen on the battlefield, was first tested when lions and bears threatened the flock. With nothing but a staff and sling, David stood his ground—not because he sought glory, but because the sheep depended on him. These moments, recorded later in his own testimony before Saul, revealed a young man who had already learned to rely on God’s strength rather than his own.

	Yet the lessons of the field were not only physical. They were deeply spiritual. In the stillness of the hills and valleys, David came to know God intimately. Surrounded by nature, free from the noise of men, he meditated on the Lord's greatness. It was likely here that the melodies of the Psalms began to form—songs of trust, lament, joy, and praise. The beauty of creation, the threat of danger, and the simplicity of shepherd life gave rise to profound spiritual insight. David’s reflections on God as his Shepherd would become a timeless testimony of trust and rest in divine care.

	What David learned in obscurity prepared him for visibility. Before he ever stood before armies or sat on a throne, he knelt in worship with only the sheep and the stars to witness. This training was deliberate. God was forming not only a king but a worshiper, a man whose rule would flow from his relationship with the Lord. David’s authority would not be grounded in politics or bloodline alone, but in the tested faith that had been refined through years of solitude and service.

	There is also a whisper of Christ in these years. Jesus would later call Himself the Good Shepherd, one who lays down His life for the sheep. Just as David protected his father’s flock with fierce devotion, Jesus protects His people with divine love. The quiet strength that marked David’s early life points to the same gentle authority embodied in the Messiah. In the wilderness of Bethlehem, a shepherd was being fashioned—not just for Israel’s throne, but to reflect the heart of the One who would one day shepherd the nations.

	The Lord Sends Samuel: A New King Is Chosen

	When God sent Samuel to anoint a new king, it was not merely the end of Saul’s reign; it was the beginning of a new era in God’s redemptive story. The Lord told Samuel to go to Bethlehem, to the house of Jesse, for there He had chosen one of his sons to be king. Samuel was hesitant, knowing that Saul’s jealousy could erupt in violence if he heard of this mission. Yet God provided a cover, instructing Samuel to offer a sacrifice in Bethlehem and invite Jesse’s family to the feast.

	The town elders were uneasy at Samuel’s arrival. A prophet’s visit was not a casual matter. Often it signified judgment or national change. But Samuel calmed their fears and focused on the task ahead. Jesse was invited, along with his sons, and the search for God’s chosen king began. As the firstborn, Eliab, stepped forward, Samuel was immediately impressed. Tall and commanding, Eliab looked every bit the part of a king. Surely, Samuel thought, this was the one.

	But the Lord interrupted Samuel’s assumptions. “Do not consider his appearance or his height,” God said, “for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” This principle would not only define the moment but echo throughout Scripture. God’s evaluation cuts through image and position. He searches the inner life, the motives, the soul. Eliab, like Saul, may have fit the world’s model of a king, but he did not meet God’s standard.

	One by one, Jesse’s sons passed before Samuel—Abinadab, Shammah, and four others. Each time, the answer was the same: not this one. Confused, Samuel turned to Jesse and asked if these were all his sons. Jesse, almost reluctantly, admitted that the youngest remained. He was out with the sheep. It was a telling omission. David had not even been invited to the gathering. His role as shepherd was so lowly in status that his father did not think to include him.

	Yet he was the one. The overlooked son, the forgotten shepherd, was God’s choice. At Samuel’s insistence, David was summoned. And when he arrived—young, ruddy, bright-eyed—the Lord spoke again: “This is the one; anoint him.” And in front of his family, David was anointed with oil. From that moment, the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon him. The same Spirit that had departed from Saul now rested on David, equipping him for a future he could not yet see.

	The Anointing and the Spirit’s Power

	David’s anointing was a defining moment—not just in his life, but in the story of Israel. It marked the transition of divine favor from Saul to a new and better king. But this anointing was not a coronation. There was no crown placed on his head, no public proclamation, no immediate authority. In fact, David returned to his sheep. His life looked no different to those around him. Yet everything had changed. He had been chosen by God, filled with the Spirit, and set on a path that would eventually lead to the throne.

	The Holy Spirit’s presence in David’s life signified divine empowerment. In the Old Testament, the Spirit would come upon individuals for specific roles—prophets, judges, and kings. The Spirit enabled them to fulfill God’s purposes with courage, wisdom, and strength. For David, this anointing began a journey of spiritual maturation and public responsibility. Though young, he was now equipped to face the trials ahead.

	Contrast this with Saul, whose rejection had left him spiritually barren. The Spirit had departed from Saul, and in its absence, an evil spirit began to torment him. The contrast could not be more vivid. One man chosen by men was now abandoned by God, while another, chosen by God, remained unknown to men. The spiritual implications were clear. God’s presence made the difference—not charisma, not strength, not appearance.

	This scene also foreshadows another moment in Scripture—Jesus’s baptism in the Jordan. As He emerged from the waters, the Holy Spirit descended upon Him, marking the beginning of His public ministry. Like David, Jesus was anointed not for earthly applause but for heavenly mission. He would walk a path of suffering before glory, servanthood before kingship.

	David’s anointing is a picture of divine initiative. God chooses, calls, and equips. David did not campaign for kingship. He did not lobby or strive. He simply lived in faithfulness, and in God’s timing, he was lifted up. This truth echoes through every believer’s life. God often prepares His servants in hidden places, then sends them forth in His power, not for their own name, but for His.

	The Wait Between Anointing and Reigning

	Though David was now anointed, the crown did not rest upon his head, and the throne remained occupied by Saul. This gap between calling and fulfillment is one of the most instructive parts of David’s early story. It reminds us that God’s purposes unfold according to His timing, not ours. The oil had been poured, the Spirit had descended, but David returned to the pastures, unchanged in the eyes of men. This delay was not a detour, but a divine design meant to deepen his dependence on the Lord.

	For David, the wait was long and filled with paradox. He knew what God had promised through Samuel, yet the evidence of that promise seemed distant. While Saul reigned with increasing instability, David served with increasing faithfulness. In the chapters that followed, he would be brought into Saul’s court as a musician, become the king’s armor-bearer, and eventually face the Philistine giant. But none of this happened immediately. For a time, he remained a shepherd boy with a secret anointing and a heart full of trust.

	This season of waiting served to strengthen David’s character. He did not force his way to power. He did not undermine Saul, though he had the opportunity to do so. Instead, he trusted God’s hand to exalt him in due time. This restraint showed remarkable spiritual maturity. David understood that God’s promises do not require human manipulation—they require faith, patience, and obedience. In a world eager for instant results and recognition, David’s life teaches the enduring value of waiting on the Lord.

	The waiting also positioned David to see God's hand at work, even in the slow moments. He learned how to lead by serving, how to command by obeying, and how to trust without controlling. These lessons were not academic—they were earned through sweat, suffering, and spiritual formation. As he stood in the fields and sang his songs to God, he was not wasting time. He was growing into the man who would one day shepherd an entire nation.

	This long preparation mirrors the path of Jesus, who, though anointed by the Father, waited in obscurity before His public ministry began. For thirty years, the Son of God lived in Nazareth, learning obedience and walking in quiet fellowship with His Father. Like David, Jesus did not seize power before the time appointed. He waited, submitted, and served—until the hour came. The connection between the shepherd and the Savior grows ever clearer the deeper we go into their stories.

	Dispensational Insights: The Anointed King and God's Unfolding Plan

	From a dispensational perspective, David’s anointing is more than a historical event—it is a pivotal moment in the progressive revelation of God's kingdom program. With David, God formalized His plan to establish a righteous king whose throne would endure forever. Though this promise was made explicitly in the Davidic Covenant later in 2 Samuel 7, the foundation was laid here in Bethlehem when God chose a man after His own heart. David’s selection marked a shift in how God would administer His rule on earth, moving from the era of the judges into a divinely endorsed monarchy.

	David’s kingship was not the culmination of God’s plan, but a significant foreshadowing. His reign would bring unity to the nation, establish Jerusalem as its spiritual and political center, and bring temporary rest from Israel’s enemies. Yet even at its height, David’s rule was marred by human frailty and sin. This demonstrated that while David was chosen and blessed, he was not the final King God had in mind. His throne pointed to a greater fulfillment—one that would be realized in the person of Jesus Christ, the true heir of David.

	The Davidic Covenant promised that one of David’s descendants would sit on his throne forever. This was not fulfilled in Solomon, whose kingdom eventually fractured, nor in any subsequent king of Judah. Instead, this promise looks forward to Christ, who was born of David’s line, yet whose kingdom is not of this world—for now. At His first coming, Jesus came as a servant, humbly and without fanfare, just as David did after his anointing. But at His second coming, He will return as King, establishing His throne in Jerusalem and fulfilling every promise made to David.
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