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Foreword by Les Wheeldon

Les is the pastor of Epsom Christian Fellowship.

Read and be inspired!

Paul has compiled a most remarkable collection of missionary stories and testimonies. These pages are just a small sample of what God has been doing through this group of churches and missionaries. In all probability, over forty books could be written to do full justice to what has been accomplished in each situation. I have personally had the joy of knowing many of the individuals mentioned, either at missionary conferences in the UK or by visiting the different situations and having first-hand knowledge of what the Lord is doing in so many parts of the world. 

Missionary life is often lonely and there are many ups and downs. I believe that the greatest thread through all these stories is the love of God expressed through His people. I have seen so many tears shed for the lost and hurting throughout the world. I have also seen many faces radiant with joy after receiving the wonderful good news of the grace and power of God to save sinners. My prayer as these precious pages go forth is that many will be inspired to follow in the footsteps of these soldiers of the cross.

There can be no doubt that this is but a small part of the vast work of the Holy Spirit in these last days. All these missionaries will agree that they are but the least of His servants, and thank God for the privilege of witnessing to the amazing love of God expressed in Christ and Him crucified.



Introduction



In her book A New Song, Gill Silver shared the story of a spiritual movement that started in the backstreets of Liverpool in the 1960s and subsequently led to many being called to missionary service across the globe. Norman Meeten and Mr North were key leaders instrumental in spreading a message of living a Spirit-led, Christ-centred life.


In the very earliest days of the Fellowships, the Lord gave Norman a vision, and he related this in a talk entitled ‘Worldwide Mission Spread from the Fellowships’ at Longcroft Fellowship in 2006:

“The vision was like a tree rather like a Canadian maple; all the leaves were a flame colour and they began to fall from the tree, but they didn’t fall like a carpet, they fell in a heap, and they burned, rather like Moses’ burning bush, but they weren’t consumed. Then a wind began to blow and sucked the leaves up into the air, and they formed a great canopy in the sky, and under this canopy there appeared a globe and the leaves began to fall all over the globe. The vision disappeared and I said, ‘Lord, what was that all about?’ He said, ‘The tree represents the tree of life, and the leaves represent you people here, and I will allow you to come together in love, and then the wind of My Spirit will catch you up and I will scatter you to the ends of the earth, for the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.’ Now I didn’t even know that verse was in the Bible; it was only some three months later, reading the book of Revelation, with my eyes now open, that I saw this wonderful scripture (Revelation 22:2); and from that very day right up until this present day, the Lord has been fulfilling that prophetic word by a vision. It was not a figment of my imagination and I am so glad about that.”

The movement eventually reached around seventy countries, bringing spiritual transformation to countless lives.

This book is a collection of stories from those who were ‘scattered’.


In case you have not yet read A New Song, what follows here is a summary of the movement’s beginning, which provides context for the testimonies in this book.


The birth of a movement

Norman Meeten was an Anglican curate deeply committed to his ministry but increasingly dissatisfied with the state of his spiritual life. His defining moment came during a trustee meeting at The Longcroft, a family home used for Christian gatherings, when he felt God speak to him, saying, “Stop trying and let Me live!” This revelation – that the Christian life was not about human effort but about allowing Christ to live through him – reshaped his faith and led to his departure from the Anglican Church.


Norman’s new understanding of Christian living was rooted in the belief that true spiritual transformation came through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. This concept would become the foundation of the House Fellowships, which would emphasise simplicity, personal holiness and Spirit-led worship. Meeten’s personal transformation echoed the apostle Paul’s declaration in Galatians 2:20, “…it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me…”


G.W. North, a pastor and teacher whose powerful teachings on the new covenant and the Holy Spirit inspired many, played a vital role in the movement’s theological development. North emphasised the necessity of the new birth, which he equated with the baptism in the Holy Spirit, and called for a radical commitment to living a holy life free from sin through Christ’s indwelling.

Establishing ‘House Fellowships’

‘The House’ on Queens Road was established as a centre for fellowship, prayer and outreach. Despite the derelict state of the building, Meeten and a group of young people, many of whom were marginalised or struggling with issues like addiction, transformed it into a place of refuge and spiritual renewal. The House became a symbol of the movement’s commitment to simplicity, sacrificial living and reliance on God’s provision.

The principles of the Fellowship were simple but profound: the house was to be a true home where Christians could find support, a place where the body of Christ could function according to New Testament principles and a launching point for sharing the gospel with those outside the church. The emphasis was on the full gospel, which included forgiveness of sin, the baptism of the Holy Spirit and the operation of spiritual gifts.

G.W. North’s teachings had a profound impact on the Fellowships. He brought a fresh understanding of the new covenant, emphasising that it was not merely an extension of the old covenant but a complete transformation. North’s message was one of deep spiritual renewal, calling Christians to die to their old selves and embrace the life of Christ within them.

North’s ministry was marked by a powerful sense of the Holy Spirit’s presence, and his meetings were often accompanied by miraculous signs, healings and deliverances. His teachings on the work of the cross in the believer’s life were central to the Fellowships’ message, and many who encountered his ministry experienced radical life changes.

The Fellowships were marked by a deep hunger for God, and people were drawn to them because they offered a living, vibrant experience of faith that went beyond traditional church practices.

Challenges and expansion

As the Fellowships grew, they faced resistance from traditional church structures. The Anglican Church, as well as other denominations like the Brethren, viewed the movement with suspicion due to its emphasis on the Holy Spirit and the gifts of the Spirit. Many who were part of these denominations found themselves at odds with their church communities when they embraced the teachings of the Fellowships. However, the movement continued to grow as more people were drawn to its message of spiritual renewal.

The Fellowships spread throughout the country, and as the movement grew, it remained committed to its foundational principles of simplicity, Spirit-led living and communal worship. Regular conferences and gatherings played a key role in maintaining unity and spiritual vitality within the Fellowships. These gatherings were times of intense worship, teaching and ministry, where individuals could seek prayer for healing and spiritual guidance. A list of the House Fellowships can be found in Appendix 1.

While some of the original Fellowships no longer exist or have evolved into other forms, the legacy of the movement continues to influence individuals and Christian communities around the world. The Fellowships’ emphasis on the new birth, the work of the cross and the power of the Holy Spirit remains a vital part of their enduring legacy.


1

India

Mr G.W. North

Mr North’s first invitation to preach abroad came in 1969 from Bethany Fellowship, a missionary society in Minnesota in the United States of America (USA). The next year he was invited by very good friends of his,  Alan and Eileen Vincent, to stay with them in Bombay (now Mumbai), where they had been labouring for some years and had started a small church in their home. Mr North had got to know Hester Withey, a very experienced American missionary with World Evangelisation Council (WEC) in the Darjeeling area of north-east India, so he flew up there to fulfil speaking engagements which she had arranged. This was the start of what would become many visits to India. His wife, Dolly, accompanied him on this tour, but disliked travelling and found the conditions so difficult that she rarely went overseas again, but instead various ministering brethren would travel with Mr North to assist in the work and to help take care of him
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G.W. and Mrs North with their three daughters

on their golden wedding anniversary

Mr North rarely did any sort of journalling except for on one particular trip to India in 1974 with Dr Jack Kelly, leader of Auchenheath Fellowship near Glasgow. In Bombay he spoke several times a day for weeks at churches of various denominations, including to many Catholics, amongst whom he was amazed to find so much love and worship for the Lord and hunger for so much more. There were usually several hundred people at each meeting, and healing, deliverance, new birth and giving of spiritual gifts, with overall about seven hundred and fifty who sought and found the Lord.  

Mr North and Dr Kelly moved on to Delhi where they stayed for several months with similar schedule and outcomes. At a big convention towards the end of their time there were nearly two thousand women alone, quite apart from men, and many hundreds stood at the invitation to receive Christ.

Norman Meeten

Norman Meeten made his first visit to India for a month in autumn 1975, when he took David Wetherly (Queens Road and Devonshire Road Fellowships, Liverpool) along. On a visit to Auchenheath, Norman asked Len Grates (of whom we will hear more later) to accompany him for four months on a preaching tour arranged by Hester Withey, and they set out in September 1976. Norman was almost overcome by the heat and humidity and was deeply challenged by the poverty. They travelled almost constantly to churches and conferences – thousands of miles by plane, train, bus and ox cart to Delhi, Lucknow, Kalimpong, Darjeeling and Kanpur, as well as many smaller places. They also visited the believers in Kabul, Afghanistan and in Kathmandu, Nepal. This was to be the first of three such yearly trips which Norman and Len made together, but Norman’s visits continued until the very latter few years of his life when they were constrained by COVID-19 (COVID hereafter) and then ill health. 


Both Norman and Mr North had major input to India over many years. Mr North did very little journalling, though you can read more about his life and work in his biography[1]. By contrast, Norman’s very substantial diaries will need a very brave person to allocate considerable time to work through their great volume! They are housed in Liverpool Hope University library.


Rajesh Kumar gives his testimony of working with Norman Meeten:


“In 1976, at the age of ten, a very godly lady, (Aunty) Hester Withy, introduced me to Norman and Jenny Meeten (‘Dad’ and ‘Mum’) and their three sons. At the time, I didn’t speak English, so Aunty Hester, who spoke Hindi, was my mouthpiece. When she moved away, I had to depend on my own limited ability to converse with the Meetens. In autumn 1996, the family stayed for three months in Mussoorie, where I was studying in sixth grade, and I saw them every day and played football and cricket with the boys every evening after school. My little heart was so touched and moved by Mum and Dad’s love and care, that though I didn’t understand English, I understood the language and warmth of their love.


I didn’t see Dad again for almost twenty years but we exchanged letters every month. He always concluded with Matthew 6:33 – “…seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you.” – which I understood progressively as we worked together.

We met again in 1999 on one of his regular visits to India, and in due course I became his travelling companion and interpreter for about twenty years as we travelled around the north twice a year for approximately a month each time, visiting churches, house fellowships and Bible schools.

Dad’s desire was always to put God first, no matter what. He lived by faith and proved God’s faithfulness. He said, “I never doubt God. He always takes care of my personal needs, the needs of my family and for all kingdom works in which I am involved.”

Simplicity was another of his virtues. He often said, “If the Son of God lived this way on earth, why can’t we? Why should we spend everything on ourselves when there is so much need in the world?” I can testify that Dad spent little on himself; his heart was for others. As an itinerant preacher he always contributed generously toward his board and food, a burden to no-one. He even covered all my expenses when I travelled with him as I was unable to earn during those times.

Dad wasn’t concerned about his comfort. On occasions, we didn’t get seat tickets on trains so we sat on the hard floor. He would sit cross-legged for hours on the floors of simple homes, sleep on hard beds and use the open-air toilet facilities where the whole village would go at sunrise.

People longed to hear the word of God. Often when Dad preached, many folks wanted to be prayed for and many responded and gave their lives to the Lord. We frequently saw healings, barren wombs opened and demons cast out. He poured out his soul and longed for everyone to be born again of the Holy Spirit. One man testified that when he was in serious trouble, he picked up a card that Dad had sent him, put it on his head and prayed, “In the name of the God whom this man serves, may my trouble vanish,” and the Lord heard and answered his prayer.

When interpreting I had no difficulty in understanding his English; in fact, I often knew what his next sentence would be. On many occasions, people commented, “Though you are two people ministering, yet it seems as if just one person is communicating in a way that everything makes sense to us.” When I asked Dad why this was so, he replied, “My son, when the love of God has been shed abroad in our hearts and we are born from above of the same Spirit of God, it is expected to happen. That’s how the world will know we are one with Him and one with one another.”

Dad was due to come again in spring 2020 but was prevented by the COVID restrictions, and I never saw him again as he soon became ill. I had a few minutes on a WhatsApp video call when he was in hospital ICU, when he said, “My son, look to the Lord always. I will go home soon. Stay in touch with mum and the Longcroft folks. They all love you and know you. Greet all the other brothers there for me; give them my love. I may not be able to talk to them individually but I have you, my dear Rajesh, there. It has been my heart’s desire that all the Lord has given me, I want to pass on to you and to others. I have wanted to invest my life for brothers and sisters. I love you, dear Usha, and all your daughters very dearly. You are all mine; you are my family and my home in India.”

Looking back, I can see the love of God in His plan for my life. I am forever thankful that Norman and Jenny became ‘Dad’ and ‘Mum’, and my family and I count it such a joy and an honour that they came into our lives, making Jesus so real to us. Every word of their prayers for us has been answered by the Lord.”

Jean Munro

Jean Munro was a member of Auchenheath Fellowship and went with their blessing to work in India from late 1978. She travelled overland through Turkey (where she met dacoits), Iran (where bombing accompanied the deposing of the Shah), Afghanistan (where she was for a short time under house arrest as the Russians invaded) and Pakistan. She was based in Bombay and was personal assistant to the co-head of Operation Mobilisation (OM) India.


She was also responsible for driving transit vans (with one other female co-driver) to and from Kathmandu every six months. Norman introduced her to Hester Withey, and Jean enjoyed stopping at Delhi en route where at that time Hester’s home was the base for her own ministry and for the many personnel passing through. Jean also enjoyed escaping there from the heat of Bombay in the height of summer. The wisdom of two single women doing that job was often questioned, but the vehicle registrations were linked to Jean’s passport.


Norman would meet up with Jean each time he visited India. She was so appreciative of his great support and encouragement, and he so valued the way in which Jean and other foreign workers there got alongside the Indian brethren.

After three-and-a-half years, Jean returned to the UK and went to work at the Reading Fellowship. She was sent from there for another six months to India in 1985, where she helped OM informally, did some English teaching and helped Hester.

Due to retire, Hester came to the UK, and Jean was released from her work at Reading for the lovely task of driving her around to all the Fellowships which had supported her. However, they only got as far as the Wirral when Hester had a Jacksonian seizure and was given three months to live. A prayer meeting was held, and Norman and others prayed; Jean took her to the hospital the next day, at which they could no longer find the tumour. There was much rejoicing and Hester went on to live another twenty years in retirement in the USA.

Barbara Lhendup (née Peck)

In February 1979, Barbara Peck was sent out from Devonshire Road Fellowship, accompanied by Pam Nuzum, to travel around north India with Hester Withey, who was now approaching retirement, to help her say her goodbyes in the various areas where she had worked. This had been mainly with Tibetans and north-east Indians, but latterly she was also largely responsible for organising visits by Norman and other brethren from the Fellowships, helped by another WEC missionary, Margaret Houison. This trip was also to give Barbara the opportunity to find out where in India the Lord may send her for long-term service.

By the time she returned to Liverpool in May, it had become clear to Barbara that she should take over the Fellowship-related work from Hester, and so in February 1980 she returned to start language study in Mussoorie in the Himalayan foothills. She spent two years studying Hindi and working with Hester in the winter months when the language school was closed, mostly helping her and others to run their Delhi flat. This was used as a hostel for visiting brethren and also for brothers and sisters from all over North India, Nepal and Bhutan when they needed to go to Delhi for business, study or medical treatment.


During one winter there, Barbara helped to care for Thinley Dukpa (Timothy), a Bhutanese student who was having treatment for acute leukaemia – and who through Hester’s contacts became the first language helper with the Dzongkha[2] New Testament being translated by Pam Love and Mary Sargent of the Summer Institute of Linguistics (SIL). Later, after Thinley died, his sister Phubzam continued the work. During those two years, Barbara was able to help organise and host conferences in Mussoorie at both Firs Estate and Edge Hill Guesthouse, led by Norman Meeten and sometimes involving other brethren. She knew Rajesh there as a young schoolboy.


Chris and Val Stoneman

Chris and Val Stoneman were saved young, married young in 1972 at Rora Fellowship in Devon and always knew that they were called to mission in India. They worked at Rora on a faith basis for nine years, which they always felt was fantastic training for what they believed would be a lifetime in India. Chris made two trips of a few months to India during that time – one with Norman and other brothers – and these just cemented in his heart that India was where they were to be.

Chris and Val left for language school at Mussourie in February 1982, with their two sons, three suitcases and a small tub containing some kitchen stuff. Mussoorie had just suffered a major cyclone and was about six feet deep in snow. There was no electricity for several weeks and they melted snow off the roof to provide water. They had letters from home asking if they were getting a nice suntan in India but in reality they had never been so cold! There were long walks up and down hills from home to language school and the boys’ school. Val at first struggled with it all but was massively helped by a Canadian missionary who had been in the country for many years.

After language school, Barbara moved to Delhi where Hester was preparing to retire to the USA, but it soon became apparent that living there was becoming too expensive and there were other Christian guesthouses where visiting brethren could stay. By then, Jai Prakash Pandey, an Indian who had been managing a Christian bookshop in Mussoorie and who had become linked to Norman’s work, was planning to move with his family back to Gorakhpur, a railway-dominated city close to the border with Nepal. So Barbara, along with Andrea Lee from Longcroft, moved there to join Jai in 1982.

As well as being involved with Jai and his family running a children’s ministry in a small Muslim slum village and organising the itineraries for Norman and other UK brethren, a major part of the Gorakhpur work became the annual month-long men’s Bible training camps held in Gorakhpur and Faizabad, where Norman Meeten led the ministry. Young men from India and Nepal, and Taki Gyaltshen from Bhutan (then a student in Pune and later Delhi, but previously a school student in Darjeeling where he had got to know Hester and Norman), attended these camps. Many went on to become significant leaders in their home areas.

After nine months at language school, Chris and Val moved to Gorakhpur to live and work very closely with Barbara and Andrea. Arthur and Hilary by that time were also not far away and were linked with the team. Val homeschooled their boys with help from Barbara. Chris and Val helped Barbara with many practical matters and with the conferences and travelling brethren. They greatly enjoyed their close friendship with Jai and his wife Latta, and Chris found it a privilege and a joy to travel often with Jai. He had been brought up a Brahmin Hindu but after becoming a Christian always lived an exemplary life for Christ. Latta went to be with the Lord during COVID, but to this day Chris and Jai have enjoyed an excellent friendship. Jai still ministers to the north of Gorakhpur, close to the Bhutan border. 

Jai’s ministry took a somewhat different direction, and a change in visa regulations made it difficult for the British to stay, so over a period of about a year Andrea then Barbara then Chris and Val returned to the UK. The Fellowship work there ceased, though it flourished in other areas of North India where Norman continued to visit regularly.

Chris and Val say that they do not feel they achieved a lot in India but that God did so much in them of life-changing value. “We never considered ourselves missionaries and just went to live as Christians in India to do whatever God gave us to do.”

They reminisce about some of their experiences with laughter but also many tears:


“Just doing normal things wasn’t straightforward. We couldn’t just phone up and chat with anyone in times of difficulty; no email, no internet, no television, and mail out and back took up to six weeks, by which time any need or crisis was over! Life was far from private; we were clocked in and out by neighbours, and they also questioned the rickshaw wallah as to where we had been and what we had been up to.


One of the main challenges was the extreme heat for much of the year. We had frequent power cuts, sometimes for several days. The house was like an oven; it was all we could do sometimes to keep our sanity and at such times we would sleep outside. Sometimes we just cancelled the homeschooling as it was impossible to work. In the evenings, we had to decide whether to light the oil lamp, making an increase in temperature, or just sit in the dark! Many hours were spent together with Barbara and Andrea and our boys playing word games etc. to take our minds off the heat.

It was such a relief when the rains came, and after the heat we had no problems going out in it. The boys would run around shouting and jumping for joy for ages. However, it did seem that everyone’s sewage came up through our hole in the floor toilet, as we were at the end of the row, and it also brought rats with it. On one occasion, Jai and Val were on the table with the cat while Chris was in the small scullery kitchen up against the wall with a huge rat running up his trouser leg!

Our neighbours used to bring rats which they caught, along with snakes and other creatures, for Chris to ‘dispatch’. Our house would be overrun with wildlife very quickly: scorpions, mice, rats, geckos, termites, etc. Our son Andrew even hatched gecko eggs in a jam jar. A large langur monkey tried to rip our mosquito screen door off (fortunately we had managed to get inside first) as a result of him being chased and stoned by local children. There was a season of flying ants when, if you didn’t close everything, they would be in everything including food, and by the morning there was just a carnage of discarded wings to be swept up. Throughout the rainy season, everything went mouldy overnight – and it sometimes felt that we were going the same way!


We very often didn’t have water, and the first thing we had to install was a handpump. Initially we cooked on charcoal. Calor gas was rationed, and even when we were allocated our monthly ration we had to rush to get it before someone else acquired it while we were still en route.



We employed a cook, the wife of the local Mullah, who also cleaned and washed our clothes (under our handpump). She was married at fourteen and had, we think, about eleven children – she was only about thirty! Chris went by bicycle to the meat market to buy buffalo very early in the morning, and one day she called Val into the kitchen as there was what looked like a pile of spaghetti in the pan, which turned out to be tapeworm!”


Arthur and Hilary Jones

Arthur and Hilary were sent out from Birmingham Fellowship (Wentworth Road) in August 1977. They worked at Wynberg Allen School in Mussoorie so they also got to know both Barbara Peck and Rajesh. They moved to Gorakhpur in June 1982, where they helped to build a newly-founded Christian school. Arthur headed up the science department and developed the curriculum, while Hilary mainly cared for their two young children. Arthur was a pioneer both in the field of creationism and in Christian education, which continued throughout his life.

Their mission organisation, Interserve, moved them in September 1985 to Gandaki Boarding School in Lamachaur in central Nepal, following the assassination of Mrs Ghandi in India. Arthur was again head of science and Hilary taught English. The assassination galvanised the local Nepalese Christians to endure the ensuing persecution and so a strong indigenous church grew. Arthur and Hilary nurtured a little Fellowship which started in their living room. They returned to the UK in 1988.

Samuel and Shima

Samuel and Shima were the first converts in Kataila Village, to the west of Gorakhpur, having heard the gospel from WEC missionaries. Samuel was a tailor, working very hard on his old Singer treadle sewing machine and running his business from a tiny space in their home. They had four beautiful children – Esther, Miriam, Daniel and David. The family were beacons of light and hope in an area with otherwise no Christian witness.

Norman Meeten and Jai became frequent visitors to Kataila village, and Jai was Norman’s interpreter. Norman’s preaching, life and commitment to the family had a deep and lasting influence. Samuel and Shima, with their children, attended the conferences in Gorakhpur and Faizabad.

Andrew Shuttleworth

Born in London in the late 1960s, Andrew Shuttleworth grew up in west Wales. In his primary school years, he recalls his parents, although being Christians, having a longing for the deeper things of God to become real in their lives. He remembers several ministering brothers, including those from the Fellowships such as David Wetherly and Norman Meeten, coming to minister at meetings at the family home and in other church homegroups in the area.

In 1973, the family went to Bryn Goleu Fellowship in Llanfairfechan, north Wales for a week’s visit that extended to a stay of twelve months! In spring 1974, Mr North went there to minister at a conference, where firstly Andrew’s mother and then his father responded to the deep call of God and were thoroughly born again and radically changed, along with several others.

From 1975, the family moved and spent time at both the Rora and the Exeter Fellowships. Andrew had known a sense of God’s calling to minister the word ever since the age of seven. However, he knew he still needed God to move in his life, so from the age of eighteen he started to seek the Lord passionately and began to attend as many meetings as possible. Eventually he had a very clear indication that he should be baptised at the next opportunity, which turned out to be just twenty-four hours later, and that night he experienced the most wonderful baptism of the Holy Spirit and transforming new birth. 

Over the next few years, Andrew worked for a local electronics company, but always longed for the opportunity to serve the Lord. Brother Norman Mayes (from Exeter Fellowship) did cleaning and cooking all week at a local school, and took every opportunity at weekends and holidays to travel anywhere to share the gospel. He travelled extensively around the UK, Europe, USA, Canada and India. As Norman was not a driver, Andrew would often chauffeur him to his meetings in the UK. He would always start his preaching with, “Andrew would like to get up and share something first.” This encouraged Andrew to start ministering and he was soon invited back to many places in his own right.

In 1982, God gave Andrew a very clear call to go to Bible school, and in 1984 he went to the Bible Training Institute (BTI) in Glasgow for two years. Happily, the timing was perfect; he met Ruth and they were married in 1986 at Auchenheath Fellowship. 

Ruth had previously worked with WEC, and both wanted to go into full-time ministry, so they moved to Berkshire to be near the WEC headquarters and they joined the Bracknell Fellowship.


As we will read later, Andrew made some visits to Romania from the beginning of the 1990s. He became frustrated in his secular job and was convinced that he should be in ministry full-time. In the mid-1990s, a director of WEC and a good friend, who oversaw missionaries working in the 10/40 window[3], invited Andrew to visit India with him. There he spoke at a Bible school in Dehra Dun in the north, and the following year he was invited back to teach some classes. Through the Bracknell Fellowship he also came to know Amir from Varanasi (the seat of three major non-Christian religions) in north India. He invited Andrew to help plant a church there. Along with others, Amir walked and prayed around a section of the city for many years, and God told them to build a church and He would fill it. The church experienced rapid growth and a move of God.


Amir headed up a large and growing organisation in the Uttar Pradesh region of India and in Nepal, and was keen to set up a supporting charity in the UK to promote prayer and practical and financial support for the work. In 2002, Andrew and four others were asked to become founding trustees of the Bethel Full Gospel (India-UK) Trust, which later became known as Vision for Asia (VFA).

The Trust concentrated initially on the planting and growth of churches and also a variety of projects to help the poor in rural areas: schools, water pumps in villages, vocational training centres, a dentistry and medical camps. The UK side also became actively involved in youth camps, pastor training and ministry conferences. Within a few years, the gospel had spread to nearly two thousand villages and towns. The youth camps in the late 1990s in the Himalayan mountains of North India were particularly special, in that there was a great outpouring of the Holy Spirit and nearly all those young people are now in full-time ministry throughout India.

Over the years, many others joined Andrew and made great contributions to the ministry visits – notably Ricky Wilson, Allan Wilson, Mickey Wright (Auchenheath Fellowship), Andrew Turnbull, Phil Buckman, Jason Whitehead, Jonathan Wright and Daniel Bull.

There are many wonderful testimonies from those early India days:

Kabir, a very simple pastor by Western values, had been transformed by the love of God, having previously been a village witch-doctor. He would regularly cycle from village to village to share the gospel and on one occasion while speaking was attacked, beaten, stripped and sent on his way naked. He returned home, washed, dressed and got back on his bike to share the gospel at another village. He is still, many years later, pastoring a church and reaching out to the lost.

During the mid-2000s, the Lord started to open doors farther afield. Andy Turnbull contacted Andrew to ask if he would accompany him to Kolkata to visit Hasan, who had received a call from God to take the gospel to the outlying villages of West Bengal. The work had grown rapidly, and he needed some help with ministry and to train new pastors. Hasan booked a ticket to the UK and turned up at the Keswick convention in the pouring rain but dressed for the heat of Kolkata and staying in a tiny tent with little money or food. When Andy and Heather Turnbull met him, they invited him into their caravan, warmed him up, and Andy immediately offered to go to Kolkata to help him. Andy then asked Andrew Shuttleworth to accompany him as he had never travelled to India.

It was always the vision of VFA to work alongside indigenous leaders who have the burden to reach out to communities in their area. As a UK-based organisation, VFA could never intimately know the languages, customs and needs of the Asian nations. VFA offers these local partners support in a very broad range of ways – spiritual, humanitarian, personal and financial.

In both Varanasi and Kolkata, local VFA partners set up vocational training courses in welding, motor mechanics, umbrella repairs, sewing, manufacturing detergents and dentistry. They are then taught how to apply their new trade to bring in some much-needed income. In the villages of West Bengal many ladies are widowed for various reasons (including their husbands being eaten by a tiger whilst working in the fields). They cannot remarry, as culturally men consider them to be ‘second hand’, but they must support themselves and their families. Often the only option open to them is prostitution. VFA partners organise dressmaking lessons, provide a loan to buy a sewing machine and then teach them how to sell their products at the market. The loan is then repaid from the widows’ earnings and then another sewing machine purchased for the next candidate.

And now some mini-stories from Andrew’s ministry:

Mickey Wright met Varughese from the Andaman Islands and introduced him to Andrew, who subsequently made visits there and Varughese became a partner of VFA. He runs orphanages and conducts outreaches to some of the remote Indian islands where some of the inhabitants are cannibals. The Indian Ocean tsunami of 2004 wiped out many villages in the Andamans and many people moved to the relative safety of the main island, which gave Varughese the opportunity to share the gospel with those previously living in inaccessible areas.
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Going to the unreached – Mickey Wright
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Andaman Islands Orphanage







Andrew met Rohan when he travelled to Kolkata from his home in Visakhapatnam on the east coast of India to ask for help. VFA became involved in ministry conferences and outreach crusades there, and as a result there is a growing network of VFA churches. VFA has also been active in many practical and humanitarian issues.

Les Wheeldon (and wife, Vicki) was originally at the Fellowship in Winchmore Hill, north London (latterly known as Chase Family Church) and subsequently associated with several Fellowships, but with a progressively itinerant ministry across the world. At Les’s request, Andrew arranged to visit Viham in Kottayam in Kerala State. Viham had inherited fifty-three churches that were founded by his mother over many years. For various reasons these churches were declining and needed a new vision and touch from the Lord. They held a weekend of prayer and fasting and had invited a guest speaker who did not know their situation. At the end of the weekend, the speaker gave a prophecy. He said that a very tall visitor with grey hair would come from Europe dressed in North Indian pyjamas and they were to obey everything the Lord spoke through him. When Andrew turned up at the airport, he had been travelling in North India and was wearing the North India pyjama suit. Viham and Andrew immediately recognised each other across the busy airport. There followed a week of meetings across the region, ending with a conference in a tent on what looked like a building site. The presence of the Lord was extraordinary and wonderful.

When Andrew returned to Kottayam a few months later, Viham’s greeting words were, “We have done everything you told us to do.” There was a new church building, a new house (which generously included a room for Andrew) and a flourishing group of churches in the area which have continued to grow. Andrew cannot even remember anything of what was shared in the first visit. Since then, the churches have spread from there into Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Orissa, and Viham became a VFA partner.

Andrew then received invitations to minister in Mindanao in the Philippines, where large areas are controlled by bandits and Islamic groups (such as ISIS). Chary Refugio (a VFA partner there) is envisioned by the love of God to reach out to all in that area and beyond. He regularly weeps for the lost and travels on foot or on his motorbike through the jungle to take the gospel to remote villages, often travelling for several days. Many hundreds of churches have been planted there by him and his team. VFA supports him in numerous ways, including sending personnel. There is now a thriving church, and an ISIS village where all the residents came to Jesus and laid down their arms.

[image: Two people standing in front of a sign  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

Philippines – Andrew Shuttleworth at a youth centre

Andrew has recently ministered and developed partnerships with VFA in Pakistan and Myanmar. He has had the privilege of speaking about Jesus on rubbish dumps, at large crusades, on Asian TV and radio stations, in churches, house groups, Bible colleges and to government personnel. The involvement of the growth of the church in Myanmar is of particular encouragement as it endures much persecution.

Andrew has learned the importance of not leaving the roots God has given us in Himself. For him, these were formed in his years in Exeter Fellowship and have been foundational in his life ever since. He says:

“Every ministry experience has been a gift from the Lord. God gives us relationships for His kingdom. We need them as much as they need us. This was particularly pertinent when my wife fell sick with cancer and the hundreds of thousands of the VFA network prayed for us daily. God heard their cry, and following major surgery in 2010 all cancer was removed and she has led a quite normal life ever since. We will never know how many lives have been touched but we must continue believing that the word of God can reach people wherever He leads us. VFA may have touched three million people (excluding the unknowns through television and radio). We don’t know. We may see one day when gathered around His throne.”


God has shown Andrew that we are not to be limited to our own ways and understanding. He recalls a meeting in the wretched slums of Lahore in Pakistan where he was called up in front of about four hundred people desperate for prayers for their healing. As he walked up to the stage thinking, “This is a bit out of my league; what do I do now, Lord?”, the reply came, “Look up to the stars. Satan has been cast onto the earth and is prince of the power of the air. Up there, you can see Me reigning in all My glory. Tell the people to look up to Me and I will come.” As he looked down from the stage, he wondered if there was anyone out there who did not need healing of some sort. He took the microphone, told the people to place their hand on the place where they wanted healing and he prayed a short prayer. Many were healed that night. Glory to God!


Andrew and Ruth never went full time into the ministry but in later years ran their own businesses which enabled them to be more flexible with time away. They have now moved to Chard in Somerset. Andrew receives many invites from his existing connections. The last trip to India was in 2020 just before the COVID pandemic, and they are currently preparing in faith for the next chapter to open.

Indian names have been changed for the protection of the individuals.


2

China


Cyril and Gabrielle Thomas were originally from Bristol and London respectively. During the course of Cyril’s army career, they were posted to Hong Kong in 1972, where he embarked on a two-and-a-half year intensive training course to be a Chinese interpreter. There they came into contact with the charismatic renewal and were gloriously changed. In due course, God led them to start a work to take teachers to China as it began to open up after the Chairman Mao era (from about 1980) and to help meet the insatiable demands of those wanting to learn English in this ‘new China’ [4]. They set up an organisation which in due course became called Vision For China (VFC)[5] and sent their first teacher to work in a city in southern China in 1982.


Over the years, hundreds of teachers and later other practitioners went to serve with VFC, including many from the UK Fellowships.

Julia Justham


Julia was one of the first to go to China and was from The Longcroft Fellowship. She had been a member there from 1981, and as her teaching career developed, she felt ready to progress from her semi-detached to a detached house – especially one with a really smart kitchen! – until the Lord began to challenge her about priorities. She heard some missionaries speak with such Christian fervour about their work and where the ‘kitchen’ comprised just a tap and a bucket and a charcoal stove on the floor. So Julia stopped house-hunting and heard the Lord speak to her from the words of the prophet Joel: “Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe … the day of the Lord is near in the valley of decision.”  [6]



She started to consider all sorts of possible mission destinations, especially favouring Africa, until she seemed to hear about China from many directions – and then had a dream about crossing the South China Sea and doing so with extraordinary joy. She asked Norman Meeten whether there even was a South China Sea and how she might ever get there! So he directed her to Cyril and Gabrielle. In those days, they ran a month-long training programme in Hong Kong for the teachers before sending them to various locations on the mainland. In 1991, Julia found herself at a middle school in a city in south China teaching classes of about sixty – well over a thousand children during the course of a week. The floors were packed dirt, windows lacked glass and two children shared each desk. Summers in that southern part of China are very hot and humid – so there were the challenges of mosquitoes, prickly heat and having to change clothes several times a day. The winters can be cold – but as the communist regime did not allow heating south of an east-west line across central China (and still don’t to this day), foreigners have to get used to wearing their outdoor clothes in the home.
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