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Dedication


To God, my ‘spirit guides’ and the ethereal beings who provide me with knowledge and wisdom and protection and love during my earth-plane sojourn ... and upon many different planes and dimensions and realms of existence.









Epigraph


“Where God’s Almighty Power meets man’s


undoubting faith there is a holy marriage


of which miracles are born.”


—Charlotte Sharman


“What matters is to live in the present, live now, for very moment is now. It is your thoughts and acts of the moment that creates your future. The outline of your future path already exists, for you created its pattern by your past.”


—Sia Baba


“Until you make the unconscious conscious,
it will direct your life and you will call it fate.”


—Carl Jung


“God’s goodness is flooding the universe all of the time, but human consciousness is not receptive to it. Therefore, blessings seem scarce.”


—Thomas Hora









Introduction


Foreseeing the future


If you could foresee the future, would you consider that a gift or a curse? And would you then simply accept everything as ‘whatever will be, will be’, or try to live each day in the belief you can create the life you want for yourself and your loved ones around you?


Well, such questions may not be all you need to think about … for there lies the problem, the confusion, and the uncertainty. You might bear witness to a future event, but the exact time and place and reason can remain unknown … because the proof has not yet come to pass.


Besides such dilemmas, even when you know (deep inside your soul) that something will definitely happen, you’ll still be wondering whether what is going to occur is simply fate or divine intervention. Why? Because of the many variables in between the time of your dream (or vision or forecast or prophecy) and when it takes place.


A whole host of things can influence the outcome, such as the choices that you—or other people—make. Then there is human error, karmic balance, free will, and cause and effect, to name a few. Even the statement ‘no fate but what we make’ provides a potential conflict of ideas, opinions, and possibilities. If an individual makes a decision that affects another’s life, how can one deem that they have made their own choice? Surely karma has to be involved, doesn’t it?


So, observing what’s going to take place may neither empower you in any way, shape, or form nor provide you with the ability to prevent it from occurring, even if you want to, or feel that you should. Perhaps we’re just not meant to determine the outcome, even if a moral compass were at our disposal.


Allow me to expand on this.


Over many years, I have become a channel for ‘spirit’, for which I have developed automatic writing (also called channelling or inner dictation). I believe this is a spiritual gift.


On one occasion, my consciousness was being taken to some crossroads. ‘Do you turn left, or right, or onward? And how do you know whether any—or all—routes won’t lead to the same destination? One may be quicker, another more joyous, and a third may be laced with trepidation and fear.’


The answer soon became clear … simply keep moving. After all, it is believed that most things in life result from our own choices and free will, but are they made with faith and hope and trust, so they can create a destiny within truth, too?


And what makes you think and feel you are always the ‘doer’? Can you really believe that this is the case … especially if God is giving you the skill, chance, power, fortune, time, space, cause, health, and the body and soul and mind to achieve what you think you want and need?


Now let’s delve deeper.


Throughout history, people have sought the wisdom of foresight, seeking guidance from soothsayers, fortune tellers, seers, psychics, and mediums, to name but a few. It seems the desire to discover hidden knowledge or foresee future events captivates our imaginations and poses countless further questions. Is life predetermined? Are our lives planned on a soul level and lived out on the physical plane? Is God a master puppeteer? How much control do we really have in our daily existence? Is everything preordained? Do we really have free will?


Consider that line I mentioned earlier: ‘No fate but what we make’, taken from the classic 1980s film, The Terminator. From a precognitive point of view, this is a real conundrum. I mean, on one hand, you could assume the future is a blank slate. On the other, those who experience such things witness (or feel) that something will take place. It is certain. It is fixed, and so it appears to be fate.


One could state that a prime example of ‘fate’ was the experience of Jesus Christ … and that what he went through was both necessary and ordained by God. He acted out his destiny to guide people from the depths of shadow into the light. One could say he was the greatest prophet known to man because he knew for certain when, where, and how his earthly body would die. And his resurrection too!


We need to clarify that the one who prophesies ‘speaks to people’ to both encourage and motivate. We often use the noun prophecy to explain a feeling (or sensing) of what is going to happen—something based on what we believe—instead of taking existing facts into account. Know that prophecy is actually a Greek word meaning to declare divine will, to interpret, and to make known the truth of God, rather than meaning to predict the future.


We could expand this further.


For God’s will to constantly unfold, then one’s karma must surely play a role, because all life and energy require balance upon the scales of justice. Consider the ‘perceived’ good and bad in thought and word and deed, the positive and negative, love and hate, and truth versus lies; all these affect both the individual and the masses.


Spirit once asked me to imagine a row of bells in a variety of shapes and sizes. They chime and ring in different waves of pitch and tone, and each reverberates and echoes. Our life experiences resemble this, and our future will usually reflect our past deeds karmically too. From this, there is no escape. So, each of us is, in fact, the orchestrator of the bells and the music is our ‘deeds’. The result of which allows every soul free will, with choices and decisions to make both day and night, which can be deemed spontaneous or fateful.


The Titanic’s maiden voyage


Now let’s consider human error, karma, divine intervention, natural laws, and fate in an example where perhaps all of these played their part: the sinking in the North Atlantic of RMS Titanic on her maiden voyage. A quick overview of the facts reminds us that the famous White Star liner struck an iceberg at 11.40 pm on 14 April 1912 and sank in the early hours of 15 April 1912. However, what occurred before it set sail and up to the period after the sinking—resulting in the loss of some 1500 lives—is a tragic event full of what ifs and why nots.


At the British inquest into the sinking of the Titanic, one of the first big talking points was the disregard by Sir John Charles Bigham, Lord Mersey (overseer of the inquest), for the evidence submitted by the survivors of the fire crew. Apparently, there had been a fierce blaze in one of the 300-tonne coal bunkers for possibly as long as two weeks prior to the ship leaving the port of Southampton. Imagine how many passengers would have declined the trip if they had known that! World-renowned specialists have since stated that the temperature would have reached 1000º Celsius … hot enough to buckle and weaken the first watertight compartment at its base. They believe this reduced the strength of the steel to 25 per cent! A fire crew had to battle this by emptying the bunker and disposing of the coal in the engine’s boilers. Worse was to come, for during the Atlantic voyage another fire broke out in a second bunker. This was also extinguished, but the effects of both fires forced Captain Smith’s hand and caused him to take an ill-fated gamble.


Another ship, the Mesaba, sent iceberg warnings to Titanic’s wireless room at 9.52 pm Titanic time ‘From Mesaba to Titanic. In latitude 42° N to 41° 25′, longitude 49° W to longitude 50° 30′ W, saw much heavy pack ice and great number large icebergs, also field ice, weather good, clear.’


This warning was not relayed to the bridge, though Captain Smith would have known about the risk of icebergs, anyway. He allowed the course to head further south.


However, he did have to weigh up the small chance of a collision with an iceberg with the fact that, because of the fires, there would not be enough coal to make sure the Titanic reached New York unless she maintained her speed. It would have been commercial suicide if the ship had completely run out of fuel … let alone not arrived on time.


This vital information has always been brushed under the carpet. Joseph Bruce Ismay, an English businessman who served as chairman and managing director of the White Star Line, survived the sinking and knew how relevant the fires were. Before the US inquest started, Ismay was desperately trying to get any surviving members of the fire crew back to the UK, preventing this information from getting out. He even tried to disguise telegram. requests (to and from the offices) with coded messages using his surname in reverse—Yamsi.


In addition, what if there had been binoculars in the crow’s nest instead of being locked in a cupboard? But even without these, perhaps lookouts Fredrick Fleet and Reginald Lee could have spotted the iceberg sooner, had it not been such a calm sea.


What about the Titanic wireless operator who did not relay a message from SS Californian that she had earlier become surrounded by ice and had to stop temporarily. Apparently, the wireless operator was so inundated with passenger messages to the mainland that he even told his Californian counterpart to ‘Shut up. Shut up. I am busy.’ It’s no surprise that the steamship operator responded in kind by turning off his equipment and going to bed, which is why he subsequently never received the CQD (a distress signal used in the early 1900s, Come Quick Disaster) sent out later by the Titanic.


Then there’s the uncertainty of which ship was closest, the SS Californian or RMS Carpathia or even a mystery vessel whose lights were seen between the Titanic and the Californian. Much speculation surrounds this theory that those who perished could have received help much sooner. A Norwegian sailing ship called the Samson has frequently come up during investigations. If true, it would have probably been hunting seals, which was considered poaching and illegal, making it quite plausible that it ignored the distress rockets for fear of being caught.


There is still no proof this occurred though, despite checks into record logs. Hence, it was Captain Stanley Lord and his crew of the Californian, deemed to be only five miles (eight kilometres away), who were believed guilty of ignoring those rockets of distress. But here is another twist in the sad tale. New evidence has since emerged that that may not be true after all!


Perhaps the mystery ship was, in fact, SS Mount Temple! The plot thickens. We need to remember that the exact location of where the Titanic sank was not actually established until 1 September 1985, and it correlates to Captain Lord’s testimony that the Californian was between seventeen and twenty miles (less than 30 kilometres) away, which then proved his navigational skills were spot on, and he was where he said he was.


In addition, Captain Moore of the Mount Temple was told by his company superiors not to venture into the ice field under any circumstances, basically ignoring Titanic’s plight. In what seems an attempt to disguise Mount Temple’s location, that steamship’s logbook omits passenger and crew claims that they spotted the Titanic. Stranger still, notes and pages and entries made to the log went missing after the event.


What finally appears to vindicate Captain Lord’s claim are two pieces of compelling evidence dated almost five years apart. Joseph Groves Boxhall, the fourth office of the Titanic, noted in the log that the mystery ship had ‘two masts close together’, which was most unusual. During the First World War, SMS Möwe, a German navy ‘raider’ commanded by Nikolaus zu Dohna-Schlodien, spotted, and sank the Mount Temple on 16 December 1916. This was recorded in a top secret German war diary, using the same phrase: ‘two masts close together’. Subsequently, in April 1992, James Decoverly, Deputy Chief of Marine Accidents in the UK at the time, considered the Californian’s position was between seventeen and twenty miles (less than thirty kilometres) from the Titanic at the time of the collision and so was NOT the so-called mystery ship.


Now let’s consider three further facts. Reportedly, the Titanic could stay afloat with up to four of its sixteen watertight compartments breached: the impact breached five. Incidentally, the breached compartments were precisely where the first bunker fire took place!


After the collision, the Titanic did not immediately stop. Why not? This is alarming news, especially when almost 500 tonnes of water a minute were being forced against the breach. This might have affected the calculation of its final ‘position’ too. (This is based on Titanic’s last known position, adjusted by time, speed, current, and direction and to transmit those co-ordinates).


Was Captain Smith’s order to set a dead reckoning inaccurate?


In addition, why had no lifeboat drills been carried out? Was it the intense fear and panic that led to launching the lifeboats without full capacity? And many years later, examination of retrieved parts of the liner from the depths of the ocean (together with paperwork in the archives) led to the possibility that low-quality steel or weak rivets had been used, which may have contributed to the sinking too.


In addition to all these issues, witnesses and survivors stated that starlight disguised the calamity. You would think the exact opposite and believe a clear and calm night is to your advantage … until we learn of a phenomenon known as ‘scintillation’. These unique atmospheric conditions produce an uneven refraction of starlight whereby layers of warm and cold air cause lights to flicker with rapid changes of brightness in the twinkling of stars and—wait for it—even in radio sources. Is this another reason that the nearby ship didn’t realise it was Titanic’s Morse signal lamps and never came to her aid? Was this trick of light the final nail in Titanic’s coffin?


Thank goodness, then, for Captain Arthur Rostron of the Carpathia who sped through an ice field from sixty miles (around 100 kilometres) away. He increased his speed from 14.5 knots per hour to 18 knots, saving an hour’s journey to the stricken ship, arriving at 4 am to help rescue some 705 survivors. A point to note is that Rostron, a religious man, said, ‘I can only conclude another hand than mine was on the helm.’ Very poignant indeed.


So, when I look at these things in greater detail, it makes me wonder whether the ship of dreams ever stood a chance at all. I mean, one ‘negative’ thing after the other, a catalogue of human errors, and a bizarre set of circumstances. It’s easy to see why this tragedy could be deemed as the hand of fate. Although the responsibility appears to lie at Captain Smith’s door, one may wonder whether he was wholeheartedly to blame. And, for all the pain and suffering, could those natural laws of creation, or even God’s will, have dictated the outcome? Was it destiny? Karma? If so, isn’t this a miracle itself?


Spiritual destiny


Interestingly, I was asked during a meditation once to think about destiny from a spiritual point of view, to consider that the goal—through a person’s self-realization of their own divinity—is to reach fulfilment, bliss, and peace in God. This premise should therefore circumnavigate every sinew of our being.


I was also informed that during our earthly sojourns—our soul journeys—we need to remember and appreciate the ‘time’ we are given, which has to be used for love and growth not only for ourselves but within society too. We need to understand that all societies live or fall by their connection to the core values of peace, good conduct, and righteousness. Therefore, it is our own choice and so-called free will that dissipates, dilutes, and filters good actions from bad … the effect from the cause.


So, as you make your way through life, can you choose to trust in yourself and simply let go … or, moreover, let God? Or will you continue to seek to control every outcome and aspect of your life? If it’s the latter, then you may become tempted to explore other ways to bear witness to the truth and turn to the many forms of divination available to you.


You could start predicting the future using some well-known examples, including reading tea leaves, Tarot cards, rune stones, or auras. How about using psychometry, palm-reading, or scrying, or throwing three coins to consult the I Ching? An important thing to note here is that when you are invoking energies within and around you, one must first cleanse your thoughts—and the objects used—through prayer, invocations, or affirmations.


Alternatively, to receive the guidance you need, you could simply turn ‘within’. You do not need to spend any money … or travel anywhere. You could even pick a flower, gaze upon its beautiful petals, and delve deep into your heart—and creation—to seek the answers you need.


Know that meditation provides you with the opportunity to go beyond the boundaries of your senses too. Please appreciate this: any form of inner inquiry will always bring you closer to your goal and create a real link to your subconscious mind (and soul), whereby you expand your connection with God.


Heck, you could simply trust your intuition and those gut feelings that will also lead you towards your higher good. An old saying states the ‘tummy’ knows best! Of course, it is fine for me to state this, but most people believe the future can’t be seen or known. And many academics and scholars will also insist dreams and visions are caused by psychiatric or neurological conditions. They regard everything about the future as speculation upon present information. In fact, mainstream science does not support such practices as reliable methods for predicting the future, basically because the ‘results’ are not physically ‘observable’. And therein lies the main problem—a lack of evidence.


So, where and how do you find irrefutable proof? Well, our modern and technological age gives us all an advantage. We have the internet, newspapers, and radio. Cameras and mobile phones can now capture photographs, dates, and times of events, which can collaborate information or ‘predictions’ that previous generations never could. A privileged position indeed!


That said, this made little difference for two prominent people with special ‘gifts’ ... Joan of Arc and Nostradamus. So, let’s take a brief look into why they inspire our hearts, captivate our imaginations, and still enthral many lives today.


Joan of Arc


Jeanne d’Arc (Joan of Arc) was a famous visionary who was also known as “The Maid of Orléans.” She testified that her first vision took place while she was in her father’s garden in 1425, when she was about thirteen (history has recorded the date of her birth as 6 January 1412). The vision, involving Saint Michael surrounded by angels, brought her to tears. For my part, this confirms true insight—the emotional aspect proves it was genuine. It is important to understand that dreams and imagery involving God—and God’s Hierarchy of Light—are real rather than imagined.


Joan continued to receive many more visions of saints and immense heavenly guidance through her heart and soul. It’s no wonder then that two of her prophecies circulated around the country during challenging times of war. One promised that a maid from the borderlands of Lorraine would come forth to work miracles. The other was that France had been lost by a woman … but would be restored by a virgin. In 1429, she influenced events so much that her presence and visions turned the Anglo-French conflict into a religious war, creating devotion and the hope of divine help. Joan had the faith of the troops: they fervently believed she could bring them to victory, and she did!


However, she was eventually captured by some French nobles who were allies of the English. During May 1430, she was handed over, imprisoned in the keep of a castle, and tried for heresy, which was clearly politically motivated. Nevertheless, even when threatened with torture and facing death by fire, she still insisted that voices of God guided her. This is faith in action. Almost a year later, when she was aged about 19, on the 30 May 1431, Joan was burned at the stake.


After her death, she became known as a heroine of the Hundred Years’ War. In 1456, Pope Callixtus III debunked the charges against her. After pronouncing her innocent, he proclaimed her a martyr. In 1803, Napoleon declared her a national symbol of France. She was ‘blessed’ by the Catholic church in 1909 and canonized in 1920, and Joan of Arc became one of nine patron saints of France.


For me, she’s the perfect example of someone living without fear, with the knowledge that God’s love will guide her to whatever end. It’s well-known that she was illiterate and could not use the ‘written’ word to defend herself. In reality, the words from her heart were from the eternal witness of truth. Truly, Joan was beyond ego and lived without attachment to the ‘body’.


Nostradamus


Moving on now to Michel de Nostredame, a man better known as Nostradamus. Born to a grain dealer in 1503 in Lyon, Southern France, he was a visionary. He had Jewish heritage, but his father converted to Christianity. Interestingly, it’s said that his grandfather was also a ‘seer’, so it seems likely that not only do we all inherit our DNA, characteristics, and elements of our health and well-being through our lineage, we may also inherent our latent powers (spiritual and psychic gifts).


Nostradamus married in 1531. His wife and two children later died of the bubonic plague in 1534, which was said to be the catalyst for his abilities of foresight. This resonates deeply within me because time and time again, we hear about people who develop their spiritual gifts or experience psychic phenomena after emotional, physical, or mental trauma. Many people who have also gone through near-death experiences have documented their visions or wonderful meetings with saints, guardian angels, and Jesus; they feel blessed by moments of immense peace and love within ‘heaven’.


After his wife and children died, Nostradamus travelled through France and then Italy. When he returned to France in 1545, he assisted Louis Serre, a prominent physician in the fight against a major Black Death outbreak in Marseille … and then outbreaks of the disease in Salon-de-Provence on his own. In 1547, he settled there and married a rich widow and had six children—three sons and three daughters. He later revisited Italy, whereby he moved away from medicine toward the occult.


In the 1550s, he published an almanac to great success, and then began his work as an astrologer for wealthy patrons and even royalty. It’s weird how he became so successful, because he was also heavily criticized by professional astrologers who thought he was incompetent!


Nostradamus made his predictions and forecasting events using ‘judicial’ astrology, (God's judgment through the stars), calculating planetary and stellar bodies and their relationship to the Earth. This form of astrology was very prominent at that time but was considered a heresy by the Catholic Church. The prophecies were based on consistent night and day observations of the ‘heavens’—the changing positions of the sun and moon, the fluctuations in the brightness of the planets and their paths within constellations, and the path of asteroids, comets, and so on.


This wasn’t new, of course, as such observation is an ancient tradition. Throughout history, we have used such information gathered from the stars to plan ‘life’ by day and night; for instance, sowing and harvesting crops, and also for avoiding impending disasters! Even today, we still have daily horoscopes in newspapers, though how serious one takes these are down to the individual.


Nostradamus then began writing his predictions in one thousand quatrains, four-line stanzas, producing 942 of these before his death. It took about four years to complete and collate them into a book entitled Les Prophéties, known in English as The Prophecies of Nostradamus. Between 1555 and 1568, his quatrains were a series of four-line poems published in groups of a hundred and called ‘centuries’. Nostradamus’s problem was that he feared persecution from religious establishments, so he wrote these verses in a way to obscure their meaning … yet still leave clues for future generations. There were also uplifting predictions to the Queen, though that might have been a way of protecting himself! The Queen of France, Catherine de’ Medici, was the first to read his work in 1555.


Because of the turbulent and perilous times of civil war, risk of invasion, death, and disease, much of his work has an antichrist theme and hints at deeds yet to be carried out by Napoleon and Hitler, calling him Hister, the German child of the Rhine.


Nostradamus believed in the cycle of time itself and the repetitions of tragedies, disasters, and wars. He hoped the world would learn from its mistakes, and surely wanted the reader to look inwards and take life and their future in their own hands.


This poetry of prediction had an almost rhythmic effect on the mind as he used anagrams, poetic disguises, wordplay, and phrases that appear random and yet are ordered. In addition, hidden codes and arcane symbols appear to speak to the human brain, while others seem completely nonsensical. I guess that’s why about 30 per cent of his quatrains have still to be linked with any ‘evidence’. Some are so obscure they could have been referring to his present or our future. Only time will tell if his predictions are of potential catastrophes … but a 70 per cent so-called ‘hit’ rate is amazing! Therefore, in times of unrest, or even when the naturally gullible see the forecasts have been contradicted, the power of prophecy can endure for centuries.
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