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Synopsis

––––––––
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In the war-ravaged kingdom of Dravenhall, the ruthless warlord Darius Vex has conquered cities, slaughtered armies, and bent the land to his will. But when he storms the ancient city of Veymar, he unknowingly awakens something far worse than himself—the Forgotten God, Xal’Zir, a being of pure, soul-devouring darkness.

Xal’Zir does not care for thrones, power, or ambition—it seeks to consume the entire world, starting with Dravenhall. Now, Darius faces an impossible choice: fight against an evil beyond comprehension or watch as everything—even his own empire—falls into oblivion.

Can a villain who has spent his life destroying rise as a saviour? Or will his own darkness be his undoing?
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Chapter 1: The Conqueror’s Triumph
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The battlefield reeked of blood and fire. The once-great city of Veymar, a jewel of knowledge and faith, now lay in ruin under the iron will of Darius Vex. His banner, a black sigil of a serpent coiled around a sword, fluttered over the smoking ruins of the temple district.

Darius sat atop his warhorse, his steel armour smeared with the blood of the fallen. His cold, golden eyes surveyed the remnants of the resistance—priests impaled on broken spires, warriors crushed beneath the hooves of his cavalry. His generals awaited his command, but he relished the silence of victory. “Burn the libraries,” he ordered at last. “Let their gods watch their wisdom turn to ash.”

His second-in-command, General Kael, a scarred brute of a man, smirked. “And the survivors?”

Darius dismounted, drawing his curved sword. “We make an example.” He strode toward a kneeling priest, an old man whose eyes held defiance. Darius admired that—for a moment. Then he slit the priest’s throat. The others screamed as his soldiers descended upon them.

But amid the slaughter, something called to him.

A deep, unnatural whisper. Darius turned his gaze toward the grand temple at the city’s heart—a forbidden place, untouched even by the blood thirstiest of kings. A strange black mist coiled from its entrance, curling like fingers beckoning him forward.
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