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A

s a young boy growing up in North Carolina, I was involved in an education process that excluded black people from most of the signicant contributions in history. In the schools and churches, I listened to countless achievement stories about other races of people with little stated recognition about the contributions of African-descent people.After graduating from North Carolina A&T State University in 1973, I embarked on a lifelong journey to study and research the true history of Africa and its people.  I laugh now as I realize that a lot of my research was before the Internet and that I had to do it the old-fashioned way. This required reading many books and looking at their related bibliography and reference sections in search of more books, news articles and materials to read. This process allowed me to develop a broad perspective of African history, since I was not allowed the luxury of using quick Internet search engines or shortcuts.I developed a passion for my studies and spent countless hours over the years doing what I loved so much. I soon realized that the prominent role of the African people in the early stages of civilization had been overlooked in many history books and school textbooks.  In my studies, I continually came upon information on the ancient and powerful Ethiopian empire. In olden days, this African empire was often called Cush and its people Cushites. In more modern times, they were studied by the Greeks who called them Ethiopians (meaning “the land of the sunburned people”). Introduction
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I found it quite interesting that the authors of the Bible knew a great deal about the great Ethiopian people. Among the biblical references are:•Genesis2:13,whichtalksaboutthelandofEthiopia.ThismakesEthiopiaoneofthe rst countries to actually be named in the Bible;•Genesis10:8-10,whichtalksaboutNimrod,thesonoftheAfrican-descentCush.Nimrod founded a kingdom that included parts of present day Iraq;•2Chronicles14:9,whichdescribesabattleinvolvinganEthiopiangeneralZerahand his large and powerful army;•Numbers12:1,wherethegreatleaderMosesmarriedanEthiopianwoman;•andActs8:27,whichtalksabouttheprominentQueenCandaceofEthiopia.ManyhistoriansbelievethattheEthiopianorCushiteempireprecededtheriseofthe Egyptian empire. While the Ethiopians and Egyptians were rivals for an extended time period and fought each other in many wars, they both share the common legacy of being part of the ancient African people.  MystudiesincludedinformationonthelegacyoftheEthiopianqueenMakeda.BecauseshewaslistedintheBibleinseveralpassages(1Kings10:1-13and2Chronicles9:1-12),Iwasparticularlyinterestedinherlife.Tofurthergainknowledgeon her, I studied a wonderful ancient Ethiopian manuscript, The Kebra Nagast, which included historical accounts about a line of rulers of Ethiopia. This manuscript containedadetailedaccountonthelifeofQueenMakeda.Thoughttohavebeenwritten as far back as the fourth or fth century AD, The Kebra Nagast is among the most respected historical documents in Ethiopian history. The Kebra Nagast and the Bible serve as the primary reference documents for this book. This is an updated version of this book, which was rst published in 1995. I cannot begin to list the numerous historians and writers of all races, both in ancient times and modern times, who took up the challenge of revealing the truth about Africa and its people. I am forever grateful to them and without their accomplishments I would not have told this story. This book was written out of humility and complete reverence to Ethiopian history anditsbelovedQueenMakeda.Sincerely,
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