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      For Riley, my reason for everything that I do.

      

      For the ones who need a little pick-me-up on Valentine’s Day.

      

      And for the readers who love their characters obsessed in the sweetest way possible.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Note from the Author:

          

        

      

    

    
      I want to make it known I had sensitivity readers for this book. However, it is NEVER my intention to write something harmful or incorrect. If something is harmful, potentially harmful, or incorrect, PLEASE reach out to me via email: authorwestgreene@gmail.com, Instagram (authorwestgreene), or Facebook (Author West Greene).

      Please note that this book contains elements that some readers may not find enjoyable. These include mentions of homophobia and online bullying.

      If you find any of the above triggering, I advise against reading.

      If you have any questions, please reach out to me via authorwestgreene@gmail.com, my Instagram, or my Facebook.

      Thank you, and happy reading!
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      I tossed my keys onto the small table in the foyer, inhaling the scent of baked chicken, rice, and tomatoes mixed with okra that was filling the small apartment I shared with my roommate, Ash… Ash, who I was one hundred percent in love with. Head over heels, could never see anyone apart from him, kind of love.

      Ash came from a family with more money than they knew what to do with, so living in dorms had never been a worry for him. I’d lived in dorms my freshman year of college, but I vowed to never live there again after all the parties that led to sleepless nights. And after spending half a semester in a frat house, I couldn’t deal with that either. Since I had a little nest egg of savings from endorsements I got from playing basketball, I went on the hunt for an apartment. Coming across Ash’s ad seeking a roommate had been a Godsend. He’d only wanted someone to go half on the groceries because all other bills were covered by his parents.

      And the fact that Ash was hot as fuck, sweet, kind, and also gay? It made living with him so fucking easy. He was literally the best roommate a guy like me could ask for. He cleaned up after himself, was chill and introverted, and he made damn good food. I literally never had to eat anything on campus because Ash went out of his way every single day to make me breakfast, lunch, dinner, and snacks to make sure I stayed on my strict diet for basketball.

      Seriously, he took better care of me than my own parents did, and that wasn’t a joke. My parents were amazing, but Ash was otherworldly. His love language was one hundred percent taking care of people.

      “It smells orgasmic in here,” I announced as I made my way further into the kitchen.

      “You think all my food smells orgasmic,” Ash teased. He lifted his head, turning to look at me. His dark brown eyes were warm and open, just as they always were. His dyed black locks flopped over onto his forehead in need of a trim, but I also knew nothing short of literally dragging him to the barber would get him to one. And those freckles sprinkled across his cheeks—which I fucking adored—added even more beauty to his almost androgynous looks.

      Ash Trent was fucking beautiful.

      “Well, it’s always so fucking good.” I patted my stomach and headed for the fridge to grab a sugar-free soda. “Did you remember to take your shot today?” Ash was on testosterone hormone therapy and had been on it since he was in high school, back when he first began his transition. His parents, who had always been supportive of him since I’d known them, paid for top surgery for him, as well as a therapist who specialized in the LGBTQIA+ community and trans people, and they paid for his hormone therapy without batting an eye.

      I wished—and I knew Ash did, too—that all trans received the kind of support he did. But since he’d come out as trans masc, his parents had been hard at work doing charity functions, opening centers across the US for trans individuals, and providing free items like binders, packers, and educational materials to trans folk.

      I seriously loved his parents to absolute pieces. They were two of the most accepting, loving individuals I’d ever met in my life—apart from their son, that was.

      “Yes, I remembered to take my shot,” Ash said, rolling his eyes. He turned off the burners. “How was practice? You ready to eat?”

      My stomach rumbled. “I’m always ready to eat. And practice was practice. Same thing, different day. We’ve got our rival homecoming game coming up on Thursday. You going to be there?”

      Ash groaned and dropped his head back to stare up at the ceiling. It was near impossible for anyone to not know the homecoming game was coming up. At our school, basketball was just as big of a thing as football, if not more than, and the campus had been exploding all week with homecoming week celebrations.

      “Come on,” I pleaded, folding my hands in front of me and giving him puppy eyes. “I know you hate the crowds, but I really want you there.” Ash liked to stick to himself and watch my games from the comfort of our couch. But it was homecoming, a rival game, and one of the biggest games of the season. I wanted to look over and see him in the crowd, right behind my teammates… where I’d already gotten him a seat. I just needed him to agree.
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