
    
      
        
          
        
      

    



  	
  	
			 

			
		
    To my family, for always supporting me. To all of the mothers and fathers who have difficulty having kids - you are not alone. To all of the mothers and fathers who have chosen to get an abortion in the past - God can forgive you and you can heal. To every single child that has been murdered in the womb. Lastly, to God, for all that He has done.
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Introduction
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What defines a human? Is it our eye color or hair? Is it our personalities, our hobbies, what we like or dislike? Is it our voices or senses? Or is it more technical—our brains and nerves? Is it our hearts that beat and keep us alive?

People who are for abortion oftentimes focus on the mother. It’s her body, so it’s her choice. She has rights too, and so on. What they forget is that there is another human life inside her now, so it isn’t just her body anymore. 

“No, that is just a fetus,” one would argue. Abortion doctors and anyone who is pro-abortion will say the same thing. It’s just a fetus. If you look at any abortion clinic website or even blog posts asking about how the abortion will go, they use terms like “terminate pregnancy” and “remove pregnancy tissue.” It’s a “fetus.” 

What do these terms do?

They dehumanize.

They use these terms because, then, it’s a fetus, not a baby. If it’s a fetus, then it isn’t murder. That’s the same thing that people did to African American people during the times of slavery. The derogatory terms used against them was used to dehumanize all African Americans—so that they were seen as slaves and beasts, beneath whites in society. The same thing happened to Native Americans—they were called savages... why? 

To dehumanize them.

What we are doing to babies is no different.

So, I ask again: what defines a human? Not the color of our skin, as we know already. Racism plays a huge role in society—people who feel we still have it, people who want to stop it, and others who don’t think or dwell on it too much. Not our sexuality, because we are told that a man can be a woman and a woman can be a man. 

When society uses terms and starts to dehumanize any type of person, it’s used as a justification for harming them. We’ve seen this time and time again throughout history. It doesn’t matter whether the term is: nigger, savage, or fetus, the goal is to dehumanize and destroy. 
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Life Inside the Womb
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You are still inside your mother’s womb. At 3 weeks, your heart starts to beat. This means that at 21 days old, before your mother even knows she’s pregnant with you, your heart is already alive and beating. A few days after that is when your mother will likely learn about your existence. 

During week 5, your hands and wrist joints begin to form. One day, those same wrists and hands may play an instrument—like the piano or guitar. They may one day write a best-selling book, or even hold a child of your own. But for now, they are slowly developing, aided by the forming of your limbs and the cranial nerves. At this stage, you’re already moving, even though your mother can’t quite feel the movements yet. 

By the next week, the bones inside your arms and legs have formed and your brain activity is starting. You have eye lids and a primitive nasal cavity as well. You’re already starting to develop some of your vital organs: kidneys, liver, pancreas, lungs, stomach, and intestines.

Week 7 is when you are finally able to hiccup for the first time. Your head can rotate and your legs move. You’ve also just learned how to touch your hands to each other and even overlap your fingers. Your heart is fully formed at this stage and your toes and knee joints are finally starting to develop. 

But wait, the very next week, the hair on your eyebrows and mouth have formed. Your eyelids are finally fused together and your joints are similar to that of an adult. By week 9, you can suck your thumb, yawn, and your vocal cords have formed. At week 10, your fingernails and toenails begin to grow and you already have your unique fingerprints that identifies you from every other human being on the planet. Your bones solidify during this week as well, and you can roll your eyes.

Just a week later, at week 11, with your nose and lips fully formed, you can make facial expressions. Your gender and reproductive organs have formed and your weight will increase at over 60% during this time. A week after that, you have taste buds, your bowel movements begin, and your hands touch your mouth on average of 50 times in a single hour. 

Week 13, your teeth are growing and your kidneys have fully formed. By this time, your body is already sensitive to touch. A week after that, your cerebral cortex has four lobes, just like an adult.

3 weeks later, your mother can finally feel your movements. Your teeth enamel is starting to form, and your body has fully developed hormonal stress that happens as a result of invasive procedures. By the time week 18 happens, your eyes and ears are in their final position, and the bones in your ear and the nerves in your brain allow you to be able to pick up sounds. You also have sweat glands and insulin. 

Just a week later, if you’re a female, your oogonia have formed and will one day become eggs so that you too may one day have a baby of your own. If you’re a male, your prostate gland starts to form. Your life has already developed a steady schedule every day, such as sleeping.

At week 20, your skin layers and structures are fully developed. The cochlea inside your inner ear is actually the same size as an adult’s, is fully formed, and you can respond to sounds you hear from outside the womb. You can open your eyes and your head is about 20 centimeters in circumference. Just a week later, your legs are at their correct proportions, hair grows on your scalp, and your brain has developed the same way it will be all the way until you are five years old. At this stage of your development, if you are born prematurely, you have a 50% chance of surviving.

At 23 weeks, your white blood cells help you fight off infections, hearing is as clear as it ever will be, your brain will increase in size at around 400%, and your nostrils open. During this time, you’re busy moving around to help develop your body’s muscles. 

Within the next two weeks, you can fully hear outside the womb to the point where loud, sudden noises will startle you, and increase your heart rate and movement. Your eyes can now see light and color, and you have fully developed your sense of taste. If your mother eats something sweet, for example, you will swallow faster, but you’ll swallow bitter foods slower. The lining in your intestines have the exact same cell types that you will have as an adult. 
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