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In Narrated by the Author: How to Produce an Audiobook on a Budget, I went through all the technical steps to recording, editing, mastering and distributing an audiobook. But that’s not all there is to creating an audiobook. Before you even switch on your microphone, you have to decide how your characters will sound.

If you have voice acting skills, fabulous. You can use this workbook to make additional notes on how each character will sound. If your voice acting skills are more like mine (you play with different voices when you read to your kids but they all sound a bit over the top, you keep mixing up which character had the squeaky voice and your kids laugh at you instead of with you) then you can use this workbook to choose simple variations and keep track of who sounds like what.

There are several ways you can use this book. As an author, you could use it during the writing process to get to know your characters better. As a narrator, you could use it during the preparation phase. You could use a separate copy of this book for each audiobook you narrate or take notes on several stories in the one volume. You could make notes on every single character from the book you plan to narrate, just the main ones or only the ones that come up less frequently. After a couple of practice runs, you’ll work out which process works best for you. There’s room for eight projects and 200 character voice descriptions in this book.

When characters are written, they have different speech patterns and vocabulary to give them individual voices on the page. When narrating, there are many aspects to spoken voice that can bring your characters to life and help them sound different from each other. Here are some simple ones to start with. 

Pitch – use a higher pitch for a woman or child, a lower pitch for a man. Tempo – have characters speak at different speeds, not too fast or slow though otherwise, it can be difficult for the listener to understand. Cadence – you may have a character who speaks in a monotone, one with a melodic voice, or one whose voice goes up at the end of each sentence like it’s a question. Accents and speech impediments are another way to give characters individuality but subtlety is the key. I shudder when I hear someone butcher the Australian accent (which is pretty much every non-native speaker who attempts it) and you don’t want to sound like you’re poking fun at people with speech impediments. The posture you hold while speaking can change the sound of your voice so standing tall for a confident character or slouching for an unmotivated character may give depth to your performance.
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