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Chapter 1

Introduction 
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Before the internet there was television and before there was television there was radio and before there was radio there was the newspaper. To those old enough to remember, newspapers and magazines survived the onslaught of radio and television but were almost wiped out by the internet.

There are still newspapers being printed but their glory days are long gone. Newspapers especially in western countries are largely found inside the internet were they can reach more people but at the same time for much lesser profits.

I still remember our household buying not one but several newspapers everyday. We bought a normal newspaper together with a tabloid and with a magazined and/or comics occasionally.

Our family, neighbors as well as the other people in our town would talk about what the newspapers were reporting. It seems a part of our day revolve around the contents of our newspapers.

We used to file our newspapers because we use it as a reference for our school assignments and even cut them out for our arts and crafts assignments. 

This was how important newspapers were in our lives back then before the age of television. Slowly, I started ignoring newspapers because television was simply much more informative and entertaining.

Of course, newspapers are fast becoming obsolete the more people have access to the internet. Even television is fast becoming obsolete because of the internet. 

But you might wonder, if the internet is making newspapers obsolete fast or extinct, wouldn’t newspapers become very valuable one day because they are becoming rarer and rarer? Should you start collecting and preserving old newspapers? 

This and many other questions would be answered in this book. I hope this book would enlighten you on the reality of collecting and even investing in newspapers. 



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Chapter 2

Bought for $2 and sold for $15
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There is a YouTube video were an influencer-flipper bought a stack of newspapers in a convenience store because it prominently featured a large portrait of President Donald Trump in its front cover. 

He bought the newspapers at $2 each and resold them all for $15 each which made him a tidy profit. He increased his capital by more than 700%. If this doesn’t spark an interest in you of newspapers I don’t know what will.

But is this a rare financial opportunity or a financial opportunity which can be replicated on a regular basis which leads to a regular income?

While someone might be able to make a quick profit by reselling a stack of newspapers featuring a recent prominent event like a presidential win, it's generally not a common or sustainable occurrence for significant profit in the long term. Here's why:

Supply and Demand: When a major historical event happens (like an election, a significant court ruling, or a major news story involving a prominent figure), many people will pick up a newspaper as a keepsake. This means there's a huge supply of these newspapers, which generally drives down their long-term collectible value. As one Reddit comment notes, "It's a historic event so everyone saves them. They will never be rare, so they are nearly worthless."

Condition: Newspapers are made of cheap paper and are highly susceptible to damage from light, moisture, and handling. For a newspaper to hold significant value as a collectible, it needs to be in pristine condition, which is rare for something meant for daily consumption.

––––––––
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE vs. Collectible Value: While a newspaper marking a historical event is historically significant, that doesn't automatically translate to high monetary value. Truly valuable historical newspapers are often very old (pre-20th century), rare, and document exceptionally unique or early reports of major events (like the sinking of the Titanic or the Kennedy assassination), especially from smaller presses or in limited editions.

The Digital Age: In today's world, news is consumed primarily digitally. Physical newspapers are less common, and their role as a primary record of history has diminished. Most people can access historical news digitally, which further reduces the demand for physical copies.

Short-Term Hype: The scenario I described is more like a "flip" based on immediate interest and perhaps a local market opportunity. Right after a major event, there might be a small window where some people are willing to pay a premium for a physical keepsake. However, this is usually a fleeting opportunity.
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IN SUMMARY: WHILE IT'S possible for someone to make a quick buck by capitalizing on immediate demand for a current event newspaper, it's not a reliable or common way to generate significant income. The true "collectible" value of newspapers is typically reserved for genuinely rare, very old, and well-preserved issues covering truly monumental events.
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Chapter 3

Valuable Common Newspapers
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While most common newspapers from recent history don't hold significant monetary value, there are several factors that can make an old newspaper valuable to collectors:
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