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			"It doesn't matter what happens in your life;
what matters is how you choose to react to it."
—Mackenzie Flohr
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“Ah, Professor McKinnon, just in time. I trust you have been well. Please, sit.” Mayor William's tone was formal but familiar. He pointed towards a tall-backed and weighty chair made from dark oak.

Mortain hesitated, checking the seat for crumbs and assessing its strength, a nervous habit he had picked up over the years. Finally, he nodded and sat, distracted by the ritual rather than the moment.

As he settled, he caught a fleeting glimpse of himself in the bevelled glass hanging by the door, hazy and half-lit in the flickering candlelight. The air in the room was cool, raising goosebumps along his arms despite his neat attire: a dark blue tunic draped over a crisp white shirt, light yellow breeches, and well-polished black boots. His brown hair was unruly, and he looked tired, his observant eyes, a blend of green, brown, and gold tones, darting anxiously. Mortain felt exposed. Every detail, the cold, and his untidy appearance reminded him how unsettled he was, especially when thinking of the country of Iverna, his birthplace.

“Mortain, I’d like to introduce you to Tiberius O’Brien.” The mayor gestured, indicating a man in a priest’s attire, who looked up, brushed his oily, shoulder-length black hair out of his face, and gave a polite wave.

Mortain nodded.

“By King John’s authorisation, the council and I have appointed him leader of a religious quest in the land of Iverna. We believe a companion is needed.”

Mortain tried to hide his discomfort, glancing towards the sunlight peeking out from rainclouds. “A companion? That would be perfectly splendid.” His voice was tight, clearly hoping he wouldn’t be chosen. “Certainly, you aren’t suggesting me?” He laughed awkwardly, but the tension was obvious. When the mayor remained silent, he protested, clutching for any excuse. “But my students, they … they … need me for their exams.
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