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Premise

Love and Friendship is once again put to the test when, two years after the ordeal of having been kidnapped by a powerful politician four friends have to deal with the ugly past that re-surfaces to turn their lives upside down. 

Three best friends have to deal love triangle on their respective lives as old flames and buried secret one night-stands come back to haunt them. 
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Chapter 1
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Wedding 

"Hey man, how are you feeling?" Sbu asks a nervously looking Tsepo as he fixes his bow-tie in the mirror. "Uhmm...well, I should be fine but you know, I'm a nervous wreck. I don't even know why because I'm marrying the woman I love." Tsepo says with a rather low voice unconvincing voice as he avoids eye contact with Sbu and Jabu.

It's been about 2 years since that fateful night where MEC Tendai Lebese kidnapped Buhle and her friends and had Lerato's boyfriend Ndoda, killed. A lot has happened since then, with Sbu and Buhle having had another child, a boy who is about a year and 3 months now. Their marriage has had ups and downs since that time, especially after Sbu was, oblivious to Buhle, compelled to dropped charges against Tendai. She never understood why he did that after all that man had put them through...and she still can't really make sense of it. Sbu himself has had to be evasive over this question for a very long time. Luckily for him Buhle's pregnancy kept them occupied until the dust settled.

Lerato on the other hand has struggled for the better part of the two years as she can't seem to move on from Ndoda, the only man she claims was the true love of her life. Even though she goes out on a date from time to time, she's not really looking for anything serious right now. She is focused on the businesses that Ndoda left for her. 

Lindiwe's situation is a little unfortunate because her divorce is not finalized as of yet because her husband Bheki Khuzwayo is doing everything he possibly can to drag it as long as possible. Being on the run for over a year after the kidnaping of Lindiwe and her friends, Bheki finally came back to the country when Sbu dropped the charges against Tendai, his friend. He had warned Lindiwe before that he'd make the divorce settlement negotiations very difficult for her and that's exactly what he's been doing. He perhaps fancies his chances of getting back together with her.

Katlego is back in the city after transferring from Cape Town. She did this as a gesture to Jabu who will now have more time to see his child that is close to 3 years now. She and Jabu never really ended up being a couple because this whole thing of Sbu being in the mix didn't sit well with Jabu. It would have complicated their friendship. 

Besides, when Katlego transferred to Cape Town she and Dr. Thabang Ralani grew close and developed some sort of an on and off relationship. It's hard to know what's really going on there. Thabang travels to Durban as often as he can so that his relationship with Katlego won't fade. Katlego hasn't bumped into any of her former best friends yet since transferring back to Durban just over 6 months ago and it's unlikely she will bump into Buhle at work because she(Buhle) works in private and also runs her own practice while Katlego works at a government hospital.  

Tendai's image and reputation took a serious knock after he was arrested for kidnapping Buhle and her friends but after Sbu dropped the charges Tendai started to quickly rebuild his name once again. It helps that he has friends in high places who can make any allegations go away. It's incredible that he remained MEC even after the scandal. 

He and Sharon now live together and their daughter who happens to be Sbu's daughter, Naledi's friend. This does complicate things a little bit for both Tendai and Sbu, who has never seen Sharon since the day she showed up at his home and demanded he drops charges against Tendai or else she spills the bins. Sbu is still confused by the fact that Tendai may actually be aware about his affair with Sharon but he hasn't jumped at the opportunity to ruin his marriage with Buhle yet again. He is not delusional by the fact that one day Tendai will seek a way to use this as a blackmail of sorts. 

Well, Grace's friend Lumka is still a hot model; and still travels all over the world for her work, but after the fling she had with Bheki she decided to take a break from dating married me...even though she still loves them boys rich.

Lastly, rich boy Tsepo is finally marrying the woman he truly loves today- Grace. They had been building towards this day for a little while even though the past few months haven't been without drama in their lives as well. Grace has long moved on from whatever feelings she had for Sbu and has been dedicated to Tsepo since they started this relationship. Some may feel two years of knowing a person is such a short time to commit to another, especially if you will be marrying a former playboy like Tsepo. 

"Oh come on man, you know why you are nerveous, don't you? Did she call you today?" Sbu says with a low voice. This topic seems to be irritating Tsepo a little as he comes back to sit down on the chair. They are in one of he rooms at the church where the wedding is taking place.  

"Yeah man, ofcourse she called but you know I had to set her straight" Tsepo says with an annoyed voice. "I don't know why Puleng had to wait until now to tell me that I had a 3 year old kid. You can imagine how this makes Grace feel. Just when she was at her happiest moment preparing for the wedding and a woman shows up with a kid and claims it's mine"

This makes Jabu and Sbu to look at each other not knowing what to say to make their friend cheer up. "Uhmm...did you manage to do a DNA test?" Jabu asks curiously as he looks at Sbu. Tsepo thinks for a second before saying, "No man, time just never availed" as he rubs his face but Sbu quickly jumps in, "What?" he shouts in shock. "You never did a DNA test? Shouldn't you guys then have delayed the wedding until you know...I mean, what did Grace say? Is she okay about this?"

He comes and sits next to his somewhat discouraged friend. Jabu joins them also.

"Well, Grace actually wanted us to hold off the wedding atleast until we had done the DNA test because she felt that if it turns out that the child is indeed mine, it will complicate our lives a little. " Tsepo says as he shrugs his shoulders. "But I managed to convince her that we continue with the wedding. I mean, it's not like this will change anything, I love Grace. She is the woman I want to spend the rest of my life with. Whatever happened between me and Puleng happened a very long time ago, before me and Grace were together" This seems like it's creating a little of anxiety in him, albeit on his wedding day.

"But can you blame her though man?" Jabu says as he also shrugs his shoulders. "Grace is right, this will complicate your relationship and it will change your life in particular. It's not like this is a child you had abandoned but you didn't know about it. So you, being a good guy that you are, you will want to make up for lost time which will mean less time for Grace"

This makes Tsepo think for a second as he looks at Sbu who nods in agreement with Jabu. He stands up and start to walk around the room, which makes his friends a little worried. "Look man, if you are sure about this then you know you have our full support" Sbu says as he looks at Jabu who nods. "But you definitely will have to set boundaries for Puleng. It won't be fair for Grace to start her marriage life with doubts and uncertainty, especially over another woman. It will make her miserable." he says with a smile so that his friend can see that he means well.

"Yeah I agree man. If you want to continue with the wedding, then we got your back." Jabu says as he looks at Tsepo who is deep in thought. "But just like Sbu is saying...make sure that Puleng knows that if the child is yours there's nothing that gives her any rights to your marriage. The only thing that will connect the two of you is the child"

Tsepo nods as he listens to her friends' advices and thinks for a second. "Look guys thank you for the words of wisdom." he says as he takes a deep sigh. "But yes, yes...I'm ready for this. I'm ready to marry the woman that I love, the love of my life. Nothing will stop this wedding and I know that Grace and I will be the happiest couple ever"

This seems to be pleasing in both Sbu and Jabu's eyes as they get up and hug their friend. They continue to get ready because the wedding starts in an hour's time.

***
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IN THE OTHER ROOM GRACE and her maid of honor Lumka are getting ready for the wedding. Grace looks absolutely beautiful in her cream wedding gown that Tsepo insisted on. In fact Grace actually wanted to do only the African Traditional Wedding  but Tsepo insisted that they do both, which she didn't mind. They did the African Traditional Wedding last week, which was small and intimate but today there is a lot of people in attendance. There's a lot of business people and other dignitaries because Tsepo is often amongst influential people in the country.

"So now that Mbali is out for a moment let you and me have a frank talk my friend" Lumka says as she stands next to Grace who is looking at herself in the mirror. "Are you sure you are ready for this?" she asks as she looks at the bride through the mirror, which makes Grace think for a second. Lumka is the only true friend she has and a person that she can confide in if something isn't going right.

"Uhmm...yeah friend I'm ready why you asks?" Grace says as she continues to fix her hair while looking at the mirror but Lumka just looks at her without saying anything. This makes Grace to think for a second. She knows nobody knows her like she does. "Okay fine..." she says as she takes a deep sigh. "Look, yes I'm ready...I couldn't be more excited to be marrying the man that I truly love. I'm the luckiest girl in the world. But this thing with Puleng does get to me a little bit sometimes" she says as her voice becomes sad a little bit. "I know it shouldn't bother me but sometimes I can't help it"

Suddenly a mood turns sombre in the room as Lumka leads her friend to sit down in the chair and she sits next to her. "How did the DNA go?" Lumka asks curiously. Grace thinks for a second before saying, "Uhmm...that's the thing. I had asked Tsepo if perhaps its not better if we postponed the wedding until after the DNA test was done but he insisted that we continue" she shrugs her shoulders.

"But what do you say? Do you agree with that?" Lumka probes, to which again Grace takes a moment to think. "Look, he assures me that nothing will change even if it turns out that Puleng's child is indeed his" she says with a rather unconvincing voice, which sort of concerns her friend. "But friend, you know that it will change things a little right?" Lumka says with a low voice. "I mean, even though Tsepo's love for you will probably not change, the introduction of two people connected to him will surely complicate your life friend. You must be prepared that at some point you will play second fiddle"

This makes Grace think for a second. She hates that her friend could be right, because it does interrupts her mind just a little bit. 

"Look, I guess we'll have to deal with that when we get there hey" she says as she shrugs her shoulders. "But right now, all I want to do is marry Tsepo and be happy. And friend, I am really happy" she says with a beautiful smile which Lumka can't dispute as she emotionally hugs her best friend who has a tear coming out.

That moment is interrupted by a knock on the door. "Hey guys, uhmm...Lumka, can I please have a moment with Grace alone?" That's Sbu's wife Buhle who stands at the door with a nervous smile on her face. Lumka doesn't protest but says, "uhmm...sure" with a smile as she walks out the door, leaving Buhle and Grace standing there looking at each other. 

There's a little bit of awkwardness as it seems these two aren't quiet sure how to start a conversation. "Even though it was such a very long time ago when Buhle and Grace had an argument about Sbu, it seems that little bit of history will forever make things a little awkward between them. "Uhmm you look really beautiful wow" Buhle says as she breaks the ice. "Oh uhmm...thank you very much Buhle. As long as I don't cry I'll stay beautiful, hahaha..." Grace says with jokingly, which makes Buhle laughs as well. Atleast that's enough to make the environment better. 

"So how is Naledi?" Grace asks as she sits on the chair, to which Buhle joins. "Uhmm...she is really good hey. She is actually out there as well...very excited" Buhle says with a smile. "Oh that's good. I hope to see her" Grace says as she nods. "Oh uhmm...I'm sorry that I haven't  been able to see her lately...you know, it's been a little hectic with work and trying to plan for this..." she doesn't finish as Buhle cuts in, "Oh no, you don't have to worry about that okay? She understands" she says with a nervous smile to which Grace appreciates.

"Oh and the little Siqalo? How is he? Growing fast I presume" Grace says she takes Buhle's hands. "Oh yeah, Siqalo is okay, thank you" Buhle says with gratitude. "He's a handful but me and his dad are happy to have him around but you should take them both sometime so that me and Sbu can breathe a little bit you know, hahaha"

This light moment is followed by a more serious one when Buhle pulls something from her purse. "Uhmm...I just wanted you to have this" she says as she gives Grace a beautiful blue pearls bracelet and she is in absolute shock. "Uhmm...I don't know if people still do this but here's something blue, hahaha" Buhle says with a excitement as she puts the bracelet on Grace's hand. It is really beautiful and Grace can't contain the emotions as her eyes turn a little teary. "Oh wow Buhle, this is beautiful, thank you" she says as she gives Buhl an emotional hug that she appreciates.

***
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THAT MOMENT IS INTERRUPTED by a knock on the door once again. This time is husband to be Tsepo standing by the door. "Well, let me leave you to get ready okay? See you out there" Buhle says with a smile as they break the hug. "Hi Tsepo," she says on her way out. "Hi Buhle" Tsepo greets back with a smile he closes the door behind him.

"Babe what are you doing here? Don't you know it's bad luck to see the bride before the wedding?" Grace says with a smile as she comes over to Tsepo who is standing by the door. "Oh well, the joke is on the gods because guess what...we got married last week. These are just formalities, hahaha" Tsepo says with a laughter that luckily Grace understands as she also joins in. 

"Uhmm...no baby I just came to check if you are okay" Tsepo says as she pulls Grace to himself and plants a kiss. "Oh yeah Mr. Mphafudi I'm okay thank you. And by the end of this evening you'd be calling me Mrs. Mphafudi, hahaha" Grace says she kisses him back. 

They go and sit in the chairs by the mirror and they hold hands. "Uhmm...and love I just don't want you to worry about that Puleng thing okay because..." Tsepo says but he doesn't finish as Grace cuts in, "It's not just a thing babe okay?" she says with a low voice. "It's a child and a baby mama. It's not an ex who comes in here claiming you promised her marriage as well or anything like that. But Puleng claims you and her share a child and if that turns out to be true, then imagine how our marriage will start" 

This seems to make Grace a little emotional but Tsepo wants to arrest those nerves really quick. "Listen to me...do you trust me" he asks as he squeezes Grace's hands a little tighter. Grace thinks for a second and says "Of course love I trust you" as she takes a deep sigh. "It's not you that I don't trust okay?"

Tsepo pulls her closer once again and kisses her in the forehead. "Baby don't worry about Puleng okay? She will never ever be a factor in our lives. I will make sure of it." he says with a soft voice of assurance. "Now let's focus on marrying the hell out of each other and then look forward to building our future together. How about that, huh?" he says with a smile that seems to suddenly cheer Grace up as she begins to smile as well.

But they are interrupted by Lumka who comes in, "Knock, knock" she says cheerfully. "Hey rich boy, are you going to let her finish getting dressed or what? Come on you guys, you will finish this talk on your honeymoon. First things first, let's get you married. So go, go, go..."

Grace and Tsepo can't help but just like at her crazy friend. "Okay see you out there, aright?" Tsepo says as he gives his bride-be one last kiss before he walks out the door. 

***
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SOMEWHERE ELSE, AWAY from the weeding Lindiwe is meet her best friend Lerato. They are at Lindiwe's up market hotel, Lindy Hotel. They are dinning in the restaurant downstairs and this place keeps getting more and more beautiful with each day. In the past two years since the kidnapping incident Lindiwe has managed expand her hospitality business from not just only the Hotels but also now B&Bs in all major cities across the country and they are doing really great. Apart from the dragging and quiet frankly, emotionally draining divorce settlement negotiations with Bheki, Lindiwe's life is quiet alright.

Lerato has done well for herself as well. Even though the death of her boyfriend Ndoda was really tough on her, she has managed to turn the businesses he left for her into real profitable companies. She runs a Events and Marketing agency. It scores huge contract with government and private.

"So why aren't we invited to the wedding?" Lindiwe asks as she takes a sip of her cocktail drink. "Uhmm...wait, who do you know in that wedding? Hahaha...girl don't be silly" Lerato says with a huge laughter as she also takes a sip. "Hello, excuse me..." Lindiwe says as she laughs back. "I know Tsepo alright? Don't we know Tsepo?" she asks as she throws her hands in the air.

"Oh no, we don't know Tsepo okay...he is Sbu's friend and Buhle is at that wedding because she is married to Sbu" Lerato says as she shrugs her shoulders. "Oh and maybe because Grace used to look after her daughter. So you see...who was going to invite us friend?" She shakes her head as she takes another sip.

"I suppose you are right" Lindiwe says as she shrugs her shoulders, "Only famous and rich people will probably attend there anyways" she says as she also takes a sip but Lerato cuts in, "Oh hello, what are we?" she says as she throws her hands in the air. "Aren't we rich too...in our own way? Hahaha" They both bursts out laughing with that light joke. "Speaking of which friend, this place looks amazing hey" Lerato says as she looks around the restaurent. "You have really done well for yourself girl, haven't you? I mean you have your restaurants all over the country and they are all doing so well. And I remember last year when people cancelled coming to the Durban July because Lindy Hotels and B&Bs were fully booked. I mean, what are you feeding people in here? Hahaha"

That joke makes Lindiwe blush a little bit as she looks around the place and she is quietly pleased with herself. "Thanks friend but hey I couldn't have done that without you" she says with a smile to a blushing Lerato. "I mean, your Events and Marketing company did such a great job hey. I couldn't have asked for more than this. You have made us international my friend"

This leads to a toast between friends as they both lift their glasses in gratitude.

"So...Bheki?" Lerato asks softly. "Is he still making things hard for you?" This seems to annoy Lindiwe a little bit as she looks away. "Arg, that one is so irritating" she says as she finishes off whatever was left on her glass. "You know that bastard wants half of my wealth because I'm the one divorcing him?" she says with so much annoyance but Lerato quickly cuts in, “What" she shouts. "Is he crazy or something? That's your money. You made that money babe and I really hope that you are fighting that, huh?" she says she also finishes off what was left in her glass. Clearly they will need a refill here.

"Oh yeah, Sbu's friend Jabu is helping me with the settlement" Lindiwe says as she lifts her hand to call one of her waiters. "Hey, can we please refills here?" she says with a smile to which the waiter smiles back and leaves. 

"Speaking of which, you and Jabu are spending a lot of time together huh?" Lerato says as she lifts her eyebrow. "What? Oh come on girl...you know that Jabu is my lawyer and we are working on this divorce settlement" Lindiwe says as she seeks to brush off her friends assertions but Lerato interjects, "Uhmm...2 years is a long time to spend with someone, hey" she says as she lifts an eyebrow again which kind of puts Lindiwe off a little bit as she avoids eye contact...which really doesn't help her case with Lerato at all. 

"If it wasn't him it would have been someone else Lerato...geez" she says as she throws her hands in the air, which Lerato shrugs her shoulders as though she's giving up. This conversation is interrupted by the waiter who brings their refills. Lindiwe needed that drink so bad as she immediately takes a strong sip.

"Alright then friend" Lerato says. "Cause you know, after what happened with Katli and Buhle we'd agreed that sh*t like that will never happen again. And with Katli's baby turning out to be Jabu's...friend, you don't want her thinking you are paying back what she did to Buhle..." she says as she takes a strong sip herself. Lindiwe is getting a little annoyed by this topic. "But they aren't even together Lerato" she says as she throws her hands in the air but when Lerato wants to interject, Lindiwe says, "Hey enough about me okay? Change of subject. What's going on with you?"

Lerato knows when she has to back down as she throws her hands in the air to surrender. "You know I called you last weekend but I just couldn't get hold of you. Where were you?" Lindiwe asks curiously as she takes a strong sip of her drink but this suddenly threatens to change the mood in the room.

Lerato thinks for a second before saying, "Uhmm, yeah last Saturday I visited Ndoda's tombstone" with a very low and sad voice. "As you know it's another year since his passing so after that I just didn't feel like company. I pretty much locked myself in the house for the remainder of the weekend" She now looks sad as she takes another sip of her drink.

"I'm so sorry my friend...I really am" Lindiwe says with a low voice as she feels bad for her friend. "Buhle and I should have been there for you, you know? We know how much you loved Ndoda and how much he meant to you" she says but Lindiwe quickly cuts in, "No, no, no friend. No need to apologies" she says with an assuring smile. "You know I prefer doing this on my own you know."  as she takes another strong sip. "You know, Ndoda wasn't perfect and he had his faults...many. But I do believe that I had a positive effect on him and he actually had a positive effect on me. Because of him I learnt to truly love someone"

This leads to another sombre silence as both ladies takes sips of their drinks.

"But friend, can I ask?" Lindiwe says softly. "Do you think you will ever learn to live without Ndoda? Learn to love again?" she asks as she looks into her friend's eyes. This makes Lindiwe think for a second before saying, "Honestly? I don't know friend,  I really don't know. But perhaps maybe because I don't want to learn to live without Ndoda...or maybe I'm just not ready" she says as she shrugs her shoulder.

Lindiwe sees that the environment is now too sombre for people who had planned to have fun so thinks for a second before saying, " You know what? Enough about the sopie stuff. We are here to drink and have some fun my friend. So let's drink and be merry" as she lifts her glass to Lindiwe who seems cheered by that as she smiles and also lifts her glass. 



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Chapter 2
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Something Brewing

"So I really don't know what to do about all this doctor. I mean, I'm really freaking out because it is making my life a little difficult" Buhle says with a low and panicking voice as she looks at the woman who sits opposite her couch. This woman is hard to read as she wears a straight face underneath the glasses. She has been quietly listening to Buhle for the past 20 minutes without saying a word and perhaps that's what makes Mrs. Ndimande so nervous. 

It's been about two weeks since she attended Tsepo and Grace's wedding; and nothing really dramatic has happened between she and her husband Sbu. Unlike previously, she now makes huge efforts to spend as much time as possible with her family, especially now that there's a new addition into the family. These days she is focused more on her private practice because that is where she can have flexible hours, affording herself time to spend with her baby. 

"Look Buhle...you have been coming to these sessions for the last 3 months now and I think you and I both know what's the best solutions for this. You will have to tell your husband the truth okay? It's important for you to focus on your marriage without having to worry about your husband finding out the truth, right?" the woman says calmly with a smile as she takes off her glasses. "As long as there's this lingering issue you will always be anxious at home leading to more unnecessary tensions in the house. Come on Buhle, you are a doctor...you know this sort of thing" She takes a sip of her water.

"Well, I'm not that kind of doctor, you know that" Buhle says as she throws her hands in the air. "But you are my therapist Phathiswa, I come to you because you know...you are the only one that can help me with this" she says as she goes and stands next to the window as though she is thinking about something. She looks like she is panicking.

"Look, I see a lot of people everyday with similar challenges to yours and I always tell them the same thing" Phathiswa says as she shrugs her shoulders. "Nothing can ever beat the truth Buhle because in the end it always finds a way of coming out, at the wore of times. What do you do then afterwards? How do you explain to your husband that you have been keeping such a huge secret from him? Do you think you will have another chance to fight for your marriage after that? Building trust between two married people is such a very difficult thing to do but it's certainly very easy to tear it apart"

These words make Buhle to think for a while as she comes back to sit down. She doesn't seem to have a counter argument to that as she looks to the ceiling. But as she's about to say something, Phathiswa jumps in, "Uhmm...does your husband know that you are seeing a therapist?" she asks with keen interest as she folds her legs. 

Buhle thinks for a second before saying, "Uhmm...yeah he knows I'm seeing a therapist but he doesn't know exactly why. Well, he knows that it's got to do with the incident that happened 2 years ago when me and my friends were kidnapped. So he actually encourages it."

She suddenly feels a little embarrassed by saying that but Phathiswa cuts in, "So he has never perhaps asked to come with you...you know, for moral support?" she probes, which catches Buhle off-guard as she's never thought about what she'd ever say if something like that could actually happen.

"Uhmm...no, he's never really asked to come with me" she says with low voice as she shrugs her shoulders. "But he does asks me how it's going and stuff like that. Even that alone is making things very difficult for me but I can't just say to my husband that, 'Oh darling I'm seeing a therapist because I can't deal with fact that your one-year old son may not be yours but someone you hate with all your guts may just be the father...' That would really kill hi doc and I can't...I can't...not after all we have been through" 

She is starting to feel emotional once again as she drinks from the glass of water that was on the table but Phathiswa interjects, "What about the guy you say could be the father? Does he know that your one-year old son could be his? And when was the last time you saw him?" she asks as she writes something down on her notepad. 

"Oh no, no, no...he doesn't know" Buhle says in a panic. "I don't want that scambag near my son and I don't even know why Sbu dropped charges against him because he'd be locked up far away from us. All I want is to get my life...our lives, back to normal as a family. That is why I am here doctor...I want to be normal again" 

This makes Phathiswa to look into Buhle's eyes before calmly saying, "What you mean is that you want ways to live with the lie, right? Well, that's not how therapy works Buhle..." Well, this is not the hard truth Buhle want's to hear even though it maybe what she needs. "And you say you don't want this other guy near your son? Are you sure that's the only reason you don't want him near you or your son...or perhaps you are just afraid that seeing him more may rekindle feelings of the past?" Phathiswa probes as she looks into her patient's eyes. This is making things a little awkward in the room. 

"Look...I think I'm scared that if the child turns out to be his I may be tied up to him for the rest of my life doc and I don't want that" Buhle says with a low voice as she looks down. "I love my husband and if this ever comes out he will never forgive me." It is as though she's only now waking up to the fact as her eyes become teary.

Phathiswa thinks for a second before writing something down, much to Buhle's intrigue. "Tell you what..." she says as she puts her notepad down. "Why don't we meet again next week because I think we need to discuss a way forward to this. But in the meantime, I mean between now and then I need you to do an exercise for me, alright?" she says much to Buhle's interest as she sits straight and leans. "I need you to jot down everything you value about your husband. I mean things that make it worth fighting for him, no matter what. And then you jot down things that you feel aren't worth fighting for"

This makes Buhle think for a second. She looks a little confused by this part what choice does she have? She brought herself here. She stands and says, "Alright then doc uhmm...I will do that. I will see you in 2 weeks time" She smiles and walks out the door.

***
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SOMEWHERE ELSE JABU is having a meeting with Lindiwe to discuss a few things about her divorce and as usual, it's Lindiwe's beautiful penthouse. These two have been working on this settlement for just over two years now and it has been difficult to reach any agreement with Bheki's lawyers. His disappearance after the arrest of his friend and business partner Tendai didn't help matters at all. Lindiwe is not willing to give in to Bheki's demand of having part of her business as a settlement deal and Bheki himself is not backing out from those demands.

"Uhmm...so what's our move forward from this Jabu because this man is not backing out?" a worried looking Lindiwe asks as she sits on the far end of the table opposite Jabu's in the dinning room. She has a glass of dry red wine in her hand as it looks like they just had an early supper around 18:00 since there are plates on the huge table. Jabu must have enjoyed that because it seems he cleaned out his plate. Lindiwe has always been a great cook, which is no surprise-she is in the hospitality business. 

"Well, by the look of things this may just end up in court because it's clear that your husband is not willing to budge" Jabu says as he takes a sip of his wine. "And you are also not willing to give in to that, right?" he asks, to which Lindiwe quickly interjects, "Oh hell no, I'm not going to give that scambag a dime, especially not after what he and his friend did to me and my friends" she says as she raises her voice a little bit.

"Calm down Lindiwe okay? I'm here to help..." Jabu says with a smile as he tries to calm his client down. He can see the anxiety this is causing on her. "Uhmm...I'm sorry Jabu...yes, yes I know you are here to help" Lindiwe says with a shaky voice as she takes a sip to calm herself down. "It's just that this has been dragging for too long but that coward of a man does not know how to accept that he has lost. You know, I actually thought I had him cornered with all the dirt I have on him but what does your friend Sbu do? He goes on and drops the charges against Tendai Lebese who is Bheki's business partner. With Tendai locked away, Bheki was vulnerable...he didn't have influential connections. But now...hayi, I don't know"

This seems to be really frustrating Lindiwe as she takes another strong sip but Jabu cuts in, "Yeah eish...we were all shocked when Sbu dropped charges against Tendai" he says but Lindiwe quickly interjects, "But why did he do that? Did he ever tell you guys?" she asks curiously as she finishes off whatever was left on her glass. "Oh come on Lindiwe you know that wouldn't have been possible to tell you why, even if he had told us. But he didn't tell why he did it" Jabu says with a smile as he takes a sip. "But I think it's not far fetched to assume that that Tendai Lebese had something to do with that"

This leads to a little silence as Lindiwe pours herself another glass and takes a sip. She seems to be think about something. "Look, do you mind if we go sit in the lounge?" she says with a smile. "I mean...I think I need to be a little comfortable, plus it's warm over there" she says as she shrugs her shoulders.

"Oh okay, yeah for sure..." Jabu says with a smile even though he seems a little unsure about how to think of this. "Alright cool then...go ahead, I will just put these away" Lindiwe says with a smile as she takes the dishes to the kitchen while Jabu takes the bottle of wine and two glasses to the lounge. The TV is switched off but jazz music is playing in the background. This seems to please him for some reason as he lets out a little smile. Lindiwe was right, the lounge is a little warm so Jabu takes off his jacket and sits down on couch. In a minute Lindiwe joins him, but she doesn't sit on the opposite couch but rather next to Jabu.

This seems a little cozy for a lawyer and a client but hey who cares? It's after hours on a Friday afternoon. Lindiwe picks up her wine and starts sipping while looking at Jabu in the eyes. He looks at her back as he also sips his. The moment is not necessarily awkward but there's a sense that these two don't know how to react to all this.

"So what do your friends say about you spending so much of your time with me like this?" Lindiwe asks with a teasing smile while taking another sip, which sort of catches Jabu off-guard as he clears his throat. "Uhmm...well, they know that you are one of my client" he says as he shrugs his shoulders.” I mean, we have been working on this for over two years now...they understand. What? What do your friends think about it?" he asks as he raises an eyebrow because this is not something that has ever crossed his mind before. Now that Lindiwe has asked he is interested about the perception have on it.

"Uhmm well...2 weeks ago Lerato was cautioning me" Lindiwe says as she blushes away but Jabu interjects, "Cautioning you about what?" he asks as he raises his eyebrow once again. This makes Lindiwe think for a second before saying, "Well, uhmm...she thinks I'm spending too much time with you and she's weary that it may turn into another drama like that of Buhle and Katlego you know..."

Jabu looks a little confused as he tries to think but Lindiwe jumps in, "Speaking of which, uhmm...how does Katlego feel about it?" she asks as she takes a sip. "I heard that she transferred back to Durban. You know, I haven't bumped into her since she came back. Is she okay with me being your client? Uhmm...I don't wanna get between your thing"

Jabu takes a sip and thinks for a second. He is trying to find the right words because this topic was unexpected. "Uhmm...Katlego also knows you are one of my clients okay?" he says a lets out a little smile. "Oh and we don't have a thing okay? We share a child and she transferred back to Durban so that we won't have to do travelling for me to see my daughter. Now I get to see her as often as possible." He finishes off what was left in his glass as Lindiwe interjects, "Uhmm...so you guys aren't in a relationship? I know that Katlego and I aren't close anymore but you know..." she says but Jabu quickly interjects, "Oh come on, will you relax?" he says with a smile as he shakes his head.

"Like I told you, Katlego knows that you are my client and she has never said anything that suggests she has a problem with. And no we aren't in a relationship okay? I mean it would just be a little awkward between me and Sbu, not that this is something we have discussed..." he says but Lindiwe quickly jumps in, "But why should this be awkward? Sbu is married to Buhle for heaven's sake and it's not like Katli and Sbu share a baby" she says as she throws her hands in the air.

"Look, I don't know alright? I suppose it's just a guy thing" Jabu says as he shrugs his shoulders but Lindiwe doesn't let up on this topic as she jumps in again, "So, uhmm what if...uhmm...you and I end up getting close? Will Katlego be cool with it?" she asks with a naughty smile on her face. It could just be too much wine on her head but this catches Jabu off-guard as he blushes away. He wants to find a way of changing the topic. "Uhmm...look, it doesn't matter what I think but your vicious husband will never allow something like that okay? Hahaha..." he says as he loudly laughs this away, which makes Lindiwe laugh too.

***
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SOMEWHERE ELSE, BUSINESS partners Tendai Lebese and Bheki Khuzwayo have a moment to catch up at the former's mansion and it looks cordial, with all things considered. They haven't seen each other in a few weeks. These two did have a brief strained relationship after Tendai kidnapped Bheki's wife and her friends leading him to flee the country. When Tendai got out of jail after Sbu dropped the charges Bheki came back to the country and made contact with him-they are business partners afterall. It's hard to tell if these two still trust each other like before but that incident did stir the waters a little bit, testing their friendship.

"So how is your divorce settlement negotiations going?" Tendai asks as he puffs his cigar while they sit in the balcony of his lounge. "Arg, don't even start with that man. That woman can be so difficult but if she thinks I'm going to just let her walk all over me on this, she has another thing coming" a frustrated-looking Bheki says as he takes a sip of his drink. This is not the topic he likes to talk about.

"But man, why are you delaying this process? I mean, aren't you happy that you are getting divorced and will be free?" Tendai says with a smirk on his face. He enjoys teasing his friend over this. "No man, I'm not happy to be getting divorced okay?" Bheki shouts. "I didn't ask for you it, she did. I love my Lindiwe and I'm not going to give up on her without a fight" He takes a strong sip out of frustration but Tendai interjects, "Hey look, if you asked me...you are better off without that woman okay? You can't control her and she doesn't want to be controlled" he says as continues to puff his cigar.

"Oh yeah? Well, I didn't ask you man, okay?" Bheki says as he looks a little annoyed but Tendai quickly cuts in, "Yeah okay, now I'm telling okay? You are better off without that woman" he says as he puts his cigar down and picking up his drink. "You know what, I should have killed her when I got the chance"

Those words seem to piss Bheki off as he gives his friend and sharp eye. "What the f*ck is wrong with you Tendai, huh? That's my wife goddamnit" he shouts at him. "I'd have done you a favor okay?" Tendai says calmly as he takes a sip. "That woman there almost took us down, remember? Your precious wife almost destroyed not only us but other very important people. You need to stop trying to fix this and just let her go because it's not like you will change and become a better person, are you? She will never trust you again, so let her go and go bang those little bi*ches in hotels like you have always been doing"

This conversation is threatening to become tense as the two friends both look annoyed at each other. "You know Tendai, if you weren't my business partner..." Bheki says but he doesn't finish as Tendai quickly cuts in, "what?" he shouts. "You think you'd be where you are right now? Don't kid yourself Khuzwayo, you need this partnership more than I do alright? And don't forget that when I was arrested you ran like a coward, but I still didn't rat you out to our other friends. I didn't dump your ass on the street like you deserved because friends don't do that other friends" He finishes whatever was left on his glass.

"You got caught Tendai, okay? You got caught" Bheki shouts as he looks mad at his friend. "And you kidnapped my wife...my wife Tendai. Who does that to their friends, huh? Who does that?" He really looks like he will punch him in the face as his eyes turn red with rage. The tensions are running high in this balcony.

"Oh grow up Bheki okay?" Tendai shouts in frustration. "I told you why I had to do what I did okay? There were other powerful people implicated in the file your wife has and I wasn't going to be killed just because you were going soft on me. I did that for both of us and don't you dare ever forget it" He decides to pour himself another double, to calm himself down. "Alright, but the file is useless now right? Because Ndimande dropped the charges...so can you now leave my wife alone?" Bheki says as he shrugs his shoulders but Tendai seems to be irritated by that.

"Who says the file is useless?" he asks as he raises his voice a little bit. "That file never saw the light of day because I never went to trial. Ndimande dropped the charges but if he were to lose his mind and re-open the case and there's enough evidence to charge me, what do you think will happen? And what do you think will happen to you? Or you thought I'm the only one who will go down? Well, you better think again because you are on those files too my man. Your wife hates you and she won't hesitate to put you behind bars, especially since you are busy making her life difficult with the divorce"

These words makes Bheki think for a little bit as he takes a strong stiff to allow the tension to dissolve. "Alright look man, let's just calm down a little bit here okay?" he says with a low voice. "I'm sure there's other things we need to attend to right now besides killing my wife" he says as he looks at his friend in the eyes as though he is begging for ceasefire. 

Tendai looks at him with a smile and says, "That's fine by me..." much to Bheki's relief who smiles back at his friend. Atleast this will reduce the levels of tensions in this room significantly. 

"So tell me, how did you get Ndimande to drop charges?" Bheki asks curiously as he pours himself another double. "Arg, don't worry about that man okay?" Tendai says as he picks up his cigar. "All I need to do is make sure that he doesn't re-open the case" he says as he shrugs his shoulders. Bheki is a little confused by that as he wonders what could that mean because he knows his friend very well. "And his wife? Have you seen her lately?" he asks as he seeks to ignore that comment. Tendai thinks for a second before saying, "Uhmm...no I haven't seen her a long while" as he shrugs his shoulders.

"But hey, like you said...we are not here to discuss that are we? So let's go inside...we have a few things to discuss." he says as he stands up and takes his glass. They both go inside the lounge. "Let me quickly go to check on my daughter and her mom. I will be back soon" Tendai says as he climbs the stairs.

***
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SOMEWHERE ELSE KATLEGO who has moved back to her old apartment since transferring back to Durban, is visited Thabang Ralani- all the way from Cape Town. These two had started dating over the past few months when it was clear that Katlego and Jabu weren't clear about their situation. It is safe to say that Thabang wasn't really happy with Katlego moving back here, even though she had made it clear that it was for the purposes of ensuring Jabu doesn't miss a chance of seeing his daughter growing. So the two had to settle for the long distance relationship where they'd both travel to see each other. 

This has sort of slowed down things between them because they don't see each other everyday now like when they both lived in Cape Town. The fact that Katlego comes here to see his daughter anytime he wants doesn't help put Thabang at ease as far as his insecurities are concerned.

"I really missed this one I tell you" Thabang says as he puts Katlego's daughter Nandi on his lap. Thabang isn't a stranger in Nandi's eyes even though she's only 2 years and few months. When Katlego moved to Cape Town she was only a few months old and Thabang was the only friend Katlego had so he came to the apartment a lot. "Uhmm...so has Jabu come to see her?" Thabang asks with a rather nervous voice. "Oh come on babe, you know Jabu sees his daughter" Katlego says as she rolls her eyes. She seems a little annoyed with the question. "But he hasn't been here this week because he's been busy with work"

This leads to some uncomfortable silence for some reason. "Well, to think that you actually moved back here so that he won't have to travel to Cape Town every weekend you'd expect him to come see his daughter atleast once or twice a week" Thabang says as he also rolls his eyes and shrugging his shoulders.

"But love, I just told you...Jabu is busy" Katlego says as she throws her hands in the air. "Why are you making it sound like you'd be happy if he was here? Would you be happy if he came to see his daughter everyday?" She comes and sits next to her boyfriend who seems to take a minute to think about this. "Uhmm...well, actually I'm just still confused to why you had to move back here. I mean, you made that sacrifice so that Jabu won't have to, right?" Thabang says as he shrugs his shoulders one more time. "But then he's not available to see his daughter, so to me this feels like we are still in Cape Town but only in Durban"

This conversation is threatening to create a tense mood in the room. "So babe, are you going to compete with a 2 year-old now?" Katlego says as she raises her voice a little bit but Thabang quickly interjects, "No babe I'm...Uhmm...I'm not competing with Nandi, you know that alright?" he says with a calm voice to avoid escalating the situation. "But I'm saying that things were better when we were in Cape Town because our relationship was strong but now we are the ones who have to do the travelling to see each other. We had to make that sacrifice on our relationship, and or what, exactly? For someone who is not even here?"  

It's clear from Katlego's eyes that she's becoming a little uncomfortable with this whole thing as she looks at the somewhat upset Thabang in the eyes. "Okay look babe, I think we should drop this topic okay, because clearly it will end up causing tensions between us and I don't want that" she says as she takes a deep sigh.

Thabang looks up to the ceiling as though he's praying or think about something. "Okay fine...look I also I don't want tensions between us, and I'm sorry if I come across as being pushy" he says with a calm voice and a smile. "Anyways, so have you seen your friends lately? Have you seen them at all since you moved back to Durban?" he asks curiously as he puts Nandi on the couch between them. 

"Uhmm...I don't know if to them I still qualify a their friend but to me they will always be my friends" Katlego says with a low voice as she begins to be a little sad. "And no I haven't seen any of them since I moved back here" she says but Thabang quickly interjects, "Uhmm...do they even know that you are back here?" he says as he picks up his glass of juice from the table. "Oh yeah I'm pretty sure they know" Katlego says as she shrugs her shoulders. "I mean, Jabu must have told his friends and definitely Sbu has told Buhle so yeah I think they know that I'm back. Whether they'd be excited to see me is another story"

Thabang can see how this is making his girlfriend feel and he doesn't like it. "Oh okay, so don't you think maybe...uhmm...what if you go see them?" he asks with a reluctant tone as he shrugs his shoulders. He knows this may ruffle some furthers but he just wants his girlfriend to let out what's in her heart.

"Look, I don't know if that's such a great idea okay?" Katlego says with a low voice as her face changes to being a little sad. "While it would be hard as it is to face Lerato and Lindiwe I don't think I can...Uhmm...I doubt Buhle would want to see me at all. I don't know what I'd do if I bumped into her somewhere. I miss her as a friend and an industry colleague. You know, we'd sometimes help each other on certain cases we were dealing with at our respective work places but I doubt she'd want to see me now. I doubt we can ever rebuild the bridge of trust that I burnt" She is now really sad as she looks down in shame.

"Eish, I'm really sorry about this babe, I really am" Thabang says as he softly rubs his sad girlfriend's shoulder to comfort her. "But you know, you can't avoid them forever, you know that right? At some point you guys will have to sit down and say what's needed to be said and then from there you will know where you all stand. You may just find that they also miss you but they just don't know how to approach you"

This makes Katlego to think for a second as she looks at her daughter who has fallen asleep between them. She smiles while shaking her head. "Look, let me put this one to sleep I'll be right back to dish up. I cooked your favorite meal tonight" she says as she picks up Nandi. "Oh wow that's great news" the excited Thabang says with a smile he makes himself comfortable on the couch.
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Chapter 3
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Suspicions

"So buddy, how was your honeymoon? You look very glowy...I take it as it was good?" Jabu asks his friend Tsepo as they sit by the pool area braaing meat at Sbu's house. It's been about 4 weeks since Tsepo's wedding and it is actually the first time these three friends meet just to relax and catch up. Since it's a Saturday Buhle took the kids with her to go meet with her friends and Sbu has decided to invite his friends as well to come and chill. They have set up a table by the pool, camp chairs and a cooler box. 

"Honeymoon was great hey but unfortunately we have to go back to work on Monday" Tsepo says as he takes a sip of his beer. "Oh well, you are the boss, aren't you? So you can take as much time as you want" Jabu says as he also takes a sip. "Well money never sleeps my friend. Besides, it was Grace's idea to go back to work" Tsepo responds as he shrugs his shoulders. 

"How is she man?" Sbu asks as he turns over the meat on the stand. "Uhmm...she's good. She's really good man and I'm the luckiest guy in the world" Tsepo says with a smile. "Oh and she was really happy that Buhle was also at the wedding. I know that the two once had a falling out but I'm happy that it is water under the bridge" he says as he lifts his beer up to salute but Jabu quickly interjects, "And Puleng? Has she come around, you know for that thing?" he asks with a nervous voice as he looks at the equally curious Sbu who is watching over the meat.

This makes Tsepo think for a second before saying, "Uhmm...yeah that one...she will come over some time next week so that we discuss the issue of DNA test" as he looks a little annoyed. "Oh wow, she actually agreed to it?" Sbu asks with a surprised look on his face but Tsepo quickly jumps in, "Oh well, ofcourse she wasn't happy that I suggested that but I wasn't giving her much of a choice" he says with a low voice. "She thinks this is an insult because she is certain that this is my child but I can't take that chance man. Some women can really be mean out there, so you'll never know"

Sbu and Jabu look at each other as they see that this is really worrying their friend. 

"And what is Grace thinking about all this? I mean, what this all mean for you guys?" Sbu asks with some level of curiosity. "Well, ofcourse she isn't happy" Tsepo says as he shrugs his shoulders. "I mean, we were engaged to be married. We were happy. Out of nowhere Puleng shows up with a kid and claims is mine, so you can imagine how she felt. Ofcourse she wanted us to postpone the wedding atleast until after the DNA was done but I couldn't hear any of it" He suddenly looks like a very worried man as he takes a sip of his beer to calm himself down.
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