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Chapter 1: The Subscriber
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The glow of the monitor cast blue shadows across Alex's face as he stared at the empty apartment around him. Another Friday night alone. Another week of small talk with coworkers who didn't really know him, of pretending to care about sports statistics and weekend plans that never materialized.

He hadn't meant to find her channel. A misclick, really. But there she was—Mistress Vivienne, sitting in a velvet chair like a queen on a throne, her dark hair cascading over bare shoulders, her eyes somehow managing to look directly through the camera and into him.

She wasn't like the others. She didn't perform desperation or fake enthusiasm. She spoke with the confidence of someone who knew exactly who she was and what she wanted. And what she wanted, apparently, was to guide lost souls toward something they didn't know they needed.

"Control," she was saying, her voice smooth as silk, "is a gift you give to someone worthy. Not something taken. The question you should be asking yourself is: are you brave enough to give it?"
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