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INTRODUCTION: THE MISSING TRUTH



Congratulations on giving your life to Jesus Christ! You've even been baptized (hopefully), you've experienced the joy of salvation, and now you're wondering: what's next?

There's a crucial truth that many Christians—even those raised in church (like me)—never learn. It's a truth hidden in plain sight in Scripture yet rarely taught from the pulpit. This truth will determine whether you walk in freedom or remain in bondage.

Here it is: Unforgiveness creates a spiritual contract that gives the enemy legal access to torture you.

Not just emotionally. Not just mentally. Spiritually.

Jesus made this crystal clear in Matthew 18:34-35:

"In anger his master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister from your heart."

Read that again. The word Jesus used is "tortured"—not "disappointed with" or "disciplined." Tortured. And notice who does the torturing: the jailers. In the spiritual realm, these jailers are demonic forces that gain legal access when we refuse to forgive.

This is why some Christians struggle with anxiety, depression, chronic anger, sleeplessness, and spiritual oppression even after salvation. They've been set free by Jesus, but they've unknowingly given the enemy a legal contract to harass them through unforgiveness.

And here's the part nobody talks about:

The hardest person to forgive isn't the one who hurt you the most—it's yourself.



WHAT YOU'LL LEARN IN THIS BOOK

This book will teach you:


	The biblical foundation of God's complete forgiveness

	How unforgiveness operates in the spiritual realm

	Practical steps to forgive others and revoke the enemy's access

	The battle of self-forgiveness and how to win it

	How to walk in sustained freedom



This is the missing piece between your baptism and your spiritual growth. This is where healing begins.

Let's start your journey to true freedom.
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PART 1: THE SPIRITUAL REALITY OF UNFORGIVENESS
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CHAPTER 1: THE CONTRACT YOU DIDN'T KNOW YOU SIGNED



THE LEGAL LANGUAGE OF HEAVEN

When you became a Christian, you entered a legal reality. Jesus' blood didn't just "cover" your sins—it legally purchased your freedom. The Bible uses legal terminology throughout:


	
Redemption (Ephesians 1:7) - a legal transaction where a price is paid


	
Justification (Romans 5:1) - a legal declaration of righteousness


	
Adoption (Romans 8:15) - a legal change of family status


	
Covenant (Hebrews 8:6) - a legal binding agreement




Heaven and hell operate under spiritual laws. God respects these laws. So does Satan.

Here's the critical truth: When you refuse to forgive, you create a legal opening for the enemy.



THE PARABLE THAT CHANGED EVERYTHING

In Matthew 18:21-35, Jesus tells a story that reveals the spiritual mechanics of forgiveness:

"Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, 'Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?' Jesus answered, 'I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.'" (Matthew 18:21-22)

Jesus then tells the parable of the unmerciful servant:

A man owed his master 10,000 bags of gold—an impossible debt, equivalent to millions of dollars today. The master, moved with compassion, completely forgave the entire debt.

That same servant went out and found a fellow servant who owed him 100 silver coins—a tiny fraction of what he'd been forgiven. He grabbed him, choked him, and demanded payment. When the man couldn't pay, he had him thrown into prison.

When the master heard about this, he called the servant back:

"'You wicked servant,' he said, 'I cancelled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. Shouldn't you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?' In anger his master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister from your heart." (Matthew 18:32-35)



––––––––
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WHAT JESUS IS REALLY SAYING

Let's break down what just happened:

1. The master represents God - who has forgiven us an impossible debt (our sins)

2. The fellow servant represents others - who owe us tiny debts compared to what we owed God

3. The torture isn't metaphorical - Jesus is describing real spiritual consequences

4. The jailers are spiritual entities - given legal access to torment the unforgiving

5. This happens to believers - "This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of YOU"

The Greek word for "tortured" here is basanistēs, which means tormentors or torturers. In the spiritual realm, these are demonic forces that have been given permission—by your unforgiveness—to harass you.



THE CONTRACT IN ACTION

Think of it this way: When someone hurts you and you refuse to forgive them, you essentially lock them in a prison cell in your heart. You become both the jailer and the prisoner. But here's what most Christians don't realize: You've just given Satan the keys.
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