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      This is a horror mystery.

      There are dark, uncomfortable, and challenging scenes.

      There is no sexual assault or rape. No animals are tortured or die.
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      Most men don't understand darkness like women do. They cause it.

      It goes beyond the headlines. Those, we’ve gotten used to as a society. Those, we’ve almost accepted. In every bunch of apples, there are a few bad ones. It’s expected.

      But no one thinks the nice guys will spend years getting to know you, gaining the trust of those around you, bringing homemade toffee to Christmas parties, then sell you to the highest bidder at a gathering of wealthy couples wanting to have an exotic dinner party where you’re on the menu. In what form? None of us know yet.

      Four years—we’ve spent four beautiful years together.

      Under the stars, here at a vineyard, far away from the city, the noises and shouts and horns and catcalls and hustle and bustle that throws me into a tizzy at random, I thought he was going to propose. When he told me to wear something nice, I put on that dress he liked. It’s soft and teal, clingy, with a flair at the bottom that has me wanting to spin to see it billow around me.

      It wasn’t what they wanted, though.

      That’s what he said. “I think they were hoping for something fancier.”

      I didn’t know what he was talking about—maybe the vineyard had a dress code?

      Before I could tell him it was the nicest thing I brought, that it would look beautiful on our walk through the vines, that it was the dress I wanted to get engaged in, that I’d already imagined the pictures of him on one knee in his khaki button-up and me in this dress with an orange and purple sunset behind us, I was falling. My knees cracked as I hit the cement.

      I never saw the person who hit me.
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      This half bath is larger than our whole bathroom at home. There’s nothing but marble for miles. I wonder what could be under the counter—or if it's as empty as their smiles. Though there is wasted space everywhere I look, the deep purple wallpaper makes the room feel like our first closet, which held two winter coats and a few of her dresses. It’s suffocating, restricting, too close.

      Or maybe I’m just feeling watched. I’ve had that nagging sensation since the moment a hand grasped my shoulder.

      “Dress for dinner,” a man said from behind me. "And make sure your future wife gets all dolled up. We like old Hollywood glamour around here.”

      I booked the honeymoon suite, telling them we weren’t engaged… yet.

      Knock. Knock.

      I must have used up all my time. I figure there isn’t one thing they don’t keep track of.

      When I open the door, someone rushes past me. “Thanks,” a tall woman says.

      The scent of onions and synthetic flowers linger in her wake.

      The monster I assumed was waiting for me isn’t waiting for me. I’m alone in the hallway.

      Mere feet away to my right is the exit.

      There’s a cough on my left. My heart jumps to my throat, throbs like a bullfrog, tastes sours. I wait for one second, then two, three. But no one emerges from behind the closed doors.

      I turn right.
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