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Chapter 1

THE GREAT COMMISSION AND PASTORAL CARE

It is no longer any debate among Bible scholars that Christ in His basic theological concepts and presuppositions undeniably sets forth the implicit universality of salvation and the Gospel. All His major theological concepts – Kingdom of God, Fatherhood of God, Son of Man, sin and salvation or redemption, the purpose of His life, His Commission to disciple all nations and judge all nations – lift Him above His own nation, culture and religion, and place Him into race relationships, and make Him the Redeemer of Mankind and the world. 

Most scholars of high integrity compel our minds to remember again that these fundamental concepts are not merely theological concepts. First and foremost, they are vital, dynamic missionary ideas and ideals, which Christ boldly proclaimed, and deeply imbedded in the mind and conscience of His disciples. After Pentecost the Holy Spirit progressively unfolded the missionary dynamic of these ideas, and fashioned the disciples into flaming, irresistible and unconquerable missionaries throughout the Roman Empire and beyond its borders. Thus the centrifugal force nurtured by the missionary ideas of Christ overcame the traditional centripetal force. Christianity shattered the bonds of Jewish nationalism and particularism. It became a true missionary movement in keeping with the racial promise of Genesis 3: 15 and the idealism of the Old Testament.

Its missionary status is not over yet, but above this, Christianity has reached a stage where it is faced with challenging social responsibility issues on an increasing measure. Not only faith in God is sufficient to address those contemporary critical issues, but also the mind is highly exercised to a point where it is clear that something more has to be done. The Scripture is clear on what should be done.

In Matthew 22: 37, the Lord Jesus was compelled to answer a question from the Pharisees. His words were revealing. In loving the Lord our God, He listed three areas of our lives that should be engaged in the loving of God:


	All our hearts

	All our souls

	All our minds




Therefore, the answer from the Scriptures is clear that our hearts and souls are not enough in serving God, but our minds also need to be engaged fully. As a result of this fact, this chapter has its place in this book. Your mind will be led into areas that you might have formerly thought are carnal or worldly, and have nothing to do with your spiritual responsibility. Now, let us go on to engaging our minds in addressing the contemporary critical issues around our ministry in social responsibility – in this book we target economic development as a subject of discussion.
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Go ye into all the world, and preach
the gospel to every creature.
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