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	In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

	Praise be to Allah, the Lord of all worlds, in a manner befitting His majesty and supreme authority. Peace and blessings be upon the noblest of messengers, our Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him and his family), and upon his pure and virtuous Household.

	Preface 

	In a world marked by rapid change and an increasing fragmentation of voices, the fundamental questions of existence are often marginalized, while moments of reflection on purpose and the Creator become increasingly rare. Contemporary thought has, in many instances, become absorbed in material and superficial concerns, leading to a detachment of the innate human disposition (Fitra) from contemplation of life’s meaning, a separation of the spirit from the integration of reason and faith, and a disconnection of human conduct from enduring ethical principles.

	It is within this intellectual and existential context that the motivation for this study emerges, grounded in the conviction that the Qur’an possesses a unique capacity to revive hearts and guide minds. This work does not seek merely to present doctrinal assertions or abstract theological claims; rather, it aspires to offer an analytical framework through which the reader may rediscover the illuminating guidance of the Divine, reconnect with the original Fitra, and engage with life in
a reflective, purposeful, and ethically grounded manner.

	Commencing with the Qur’an and Rational Reflection

	The authentic starting point for knowing God lies in the Qur’an, as it is the Scripture that seamlessly integrates spiritual guidance with rational inquiry, addressing the human being as a unified entity of innate disposition (Fitra), spirit, and intellect. 

	The Qur’an does not call for unexamined or blind belief; instead, it consistently stimulates intellectual reflection and critical awareness through an open invitation to contemplate the universe and its order, as expressed in the verse:

	 


﴾أَفَلَا يَتَدَبَّرُونَ الْقُرْآنَ﴿

	(النساء:82)

	“Do they not reflect upon the Qur’an?” (Surah An-Nisa, 4:82(
[image: Image]

	Through such reflection, the precise order of the cosmos—from the motion of celestial bodies to the coherence of biological systems—emerges not merely as a collection of material phenomena, but as signs (Ayat) pointing to a Wise and intentional Creator. The Qur’an reinforces this connection between sensory observation and intellectual certainty by posing foundational existential questions that awaken human consciousness from heedlessness, as stated:

	﴾ أَمْ خُلِقُوا مِنْ غَيْرِ شَيْءٍ أَمْ هُمُ الْخَالِقُونَ﴿ 

	(الطور: 35)

	“Were they created from nothing, or are they themselves the creators?”  (Surah At-Tur, 52:35) [image: Image]

	This Qur’anic methodology, which harmonizes rational demonstration with spiritual reassurance, has continued to attract reflective minds across cultures and historical periods. The intellectual journeys of figures such as Maurice Bucaille, Yusuf Islam (Cat Stevens), Muhammad Ali, Maryam Jamila (Margaret Marcus), Malcolm X, and Muhammad Iqbal illustrate the enduring relevance of the Qur’an as a living and universal source of guidance, rather than a text confined to a specific historical or cultural context.

	The Purpose and Objectives of the Study

	In light of contemporary intellectual challenges, there is an urgent need to reestablish Qur’an-based monotheistic knowledge within a coherent and rigorous epistemological framework. Modern discussions of Tawhid have often oscillated between rigid theological abstraction, which isolates belief from lived reality, and superficial simplification, which fails to provide adequate intellectual grounding in the face of doubt and skepticism. From this perspective, the present study seeks to construct a comprehensive framework that offers a dual contribution.

	On the theoretical level, the study aims to consolidate the core concept of monotheism through an analytical examination of the model presented in “Surah al-Ikhlas”, to clarify the principal avenues of divine knowledge—reason, innate disposition (Fitra), and revelation—and to develop a disciplined critical approach for addressing contemporary intellectual deviations.

	 


On the practical level, the study seeks to demonstrate the existential and ethical impact of knowing God by articulating the concept of the ethical embodiment of the Divine Names. It examines how sound belief is transformed into moral motivation and responsible conduct, contributing to the cultivation of the individual and the establishment of a society grounded in justice and benevolence.

	Significance and Methodology of the Study

	The "faith-based intellect" as a bridge to certainty. It employs a critical analytical and comparative methodology to examine Qur’anic texts, presenting the material with both scholarly precision and clarity. The study’s methodological foundations and intellectual framework draw on the monotheistic treatments of the esteemed scholars Allāmah Sayyid Muḥammad Ḥusayn al-Ṭabāṭabāʾī and Allāmah Sayyid Kamāl Al-Ḥaydarī.

	This work integrates the analytical framework of Sayyid Kamāl al-Ḥaidarī with independent contributions by the researcher, encompassing chapters on critical analysis and the integration of theoretical and practical aspects. This combination of established methodology and the researcher’s original insights aims to present a comprehensive doctrinal study, delivering the material to the contemporary reader with rigor, clarity, and scholarly objectivity.

	Methodological Approach and Framework

	Rationale for an Analytical Study of al-Tabataba’i and al-Haydari This research is designed as an “Analytical Study” of the works of Allama al-Tabataba’i and Allama Sayyid Kamal Al-Haydari for several methodological reasons:

	
		
Integration of Traditional and Rational Discourses: Both scholars represent a unique synthesis of Quranic exegesis (Tafsir) —specifically the method of explaining the Quran by the Quran— and in-depth philosophical inquiry. While al-Tabataba’i laid the foundational framework in his monumental work, “Tafsir al-Mizan”, al-Haydari has further developed these concepts, addressing contemporary intellectual challenges and modern epistemological questions.
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