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            A proverb is a short sentence that communicates a moral truth in a concise and sharp form. Teaching by means of proverbs originated in the East and is one of the oldest forms of instruction. The main message of these proverbs is that wisdom begins with God.

   A proverb is a short statement that communicates ethical and moral truth. Teaching through proverbs originated in the East and is one of the oldest forms of instruction. The book contains sayings, parables and comparisons that help to apply God's wisdom to everyday life. The statement 'the fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom' establishes the basis for the pattern of conduct for the children of God. Proverbs contains several collections grouped by author or subject: Proverbs of Solomon, sayings of the wise, words of Agur and Lemuel, and the virtuous woman.  

A proverb is a truth condensed into a few words, set out in an easy-to-remember form to be applied in a variety of life situations. This collection describes vivid imagery, contrasting issues such as foolishness and wisdom, laziness and diligence, adultery and faithfulness, unjust use of finances and godly stewardship, right and wrong use of the tongue, true and false friends, and so on. As you read this book, look for principles for building a solid marriage, raising children, and relating in the workplace. Distinguish carefully the fruit that those who follow God's wisdom reap in contrast to those who do not. Remember that these proverbs are not rigid rules, but godly descriptions of how life normally works.

   A careful study of this book will bring you excellent returns. If you choose to live by these proverbs, you will grow in wisdom. Because Proverbs is an anthology of different proverbs, it is not designed to be read like other books, from cover to cover through a quick read. It requires slow, thoughtful meditation. You may want to consider reading a chapter a day for a month to give yourself time to reflect and more importantly, implement the wisdom you will find.

      

    



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Introduction

[image: ]




As we come to this book of Proverbs, we find ourselves again in the section of the Bible that we have classified as the poetry of the Scriptures. In this section we have the books of Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and the Song of Solomon. These all belong to the same group having been written in what is known as Hebrew poetry. But we should note that the book of Proverbs is different from any other book.

And we should also point out that Solomon is the writer of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and the Song of Songs. It is assumed that he wrote the Song of Songs in his early adulthood, Proverbs in his middle age and Ecclesiastes, towards the end of his life, reflecting the maturity of his experience. Proverbs is a book about wisdom. Ecclesiastes, on the other hand, is the book that deals with vanity. And Solomon's Song of Solomon is the book that talks about love. And love is the middle ground between wisdom and vanity. And we can say that Solomon was an expert in these three subjects. The Word of God itself expressed it clearly in the First Book of Kings, chapter 4, verse 32. There it says, speaking of Solomon: "And he composed 3,000 Proverbs, and his Songs were 1,005". We now have only one of those Songs, out of the 1005 that he wrote. And we have very few of his Proverbs. Now, in verses 33 and 34, of that chapter 4, of the First Book of Kings we are told: "He discoursed also concerning the trees, from the cedar of Lebanon even unto the hyssop that springeth out of the wall. And he also discoursed on the animals, and on the birds, and on the creeping things, and on the fishes. To hear Solomon's wisdom they came from all the peoples, and from all the kings of the countries where the fame of his wisdom had reached".

In this book we are going to hear the wisdom of Solomon. Now, we ask ourselves, what is a proverb? "A proverb is a saying that expresses a specific truth in a direct and concise manner". We can also share this other definition: "Proverbs are short phrases that are the product of long experience". It is also "a truth presented in a form easy to remember; a philosophy based on experience and a rule for conduct". Therefore a Proverb is a sententious saying, a maxim, an adage, a proverb, a saying, an epigram.

Now, the main or key verse in this book of Proverbs, we can say that we find it in the first chapter, verse 7, where it says, "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; fools despise wisdom and instruction".

There are some rather unusual features in this book of Proverbs that we would like to talk a bit about today.

We must say that the ancient East is the home of the Proverbs. We think that Solomon collected many of them from different sources. He was the editor of all of them and the author of some. That means that what we have here is the inspired record of the Proverbs that are from the pen of Solomon or from other authors, to whom God has given his approval, as we shall see later.

Dr. Thirtle and other scholars have noted that there is a change of pronouns in this book from the second person to the third person. The conclusions reached by these scholars was that the Proverbs that used the second person were taught to Solomon by his teachers. And that the Proverbs that used the third person were composed by Solomon himself.

We can say that there is a difference between the book of Proverbs and the Proverbs of other writings. For example, the Greeks were important in the task of writing Proverbs, especially the Gnostic poets. One can appreciate this more by reading the Greek. They were very clever in the way they expressed themselves in the Greek language and many of them were a play on words in that language.

Now, there are some characteristics of Proverbs that we believe we should highlight.

1. The first of these is that Proverbs does not have any statement that is unscientific or any observation that is erroneous. For example, in chapter 4, of this book of Proverbs, verse 23, it says: "Above all that is stored up, guard your heart; for out of it flows life." And it was some 2700 years before Harvey discovered that the blood circulated in the body driven by the heart. As a contrast to this, in an apocryphal book, the letter of Barnabas, mention is made of the mythological Phoenix Bird, a fabulous bird, which was consumed in the fire and rose from its own ashes, returning to life. Well, that is a fable that does not appear in the book of Proverbs or anywhere else in the Bible. Now, it is strange that in a book that contains hundreds of proverbs, not one of them goes against current science. We believe that that in itself should alert any intelligent person to the fact that the book of Proverbs has been inspired by God.

2. The second thing we can observe from Proverbs is that it is on a high moral level. The immoral sayings that appear in other works, you cannot find them here. For example, Justin Martyr said that Socrates was a Christian before the coming of Christ, which of course would be an impossibility. And his admirers say that he presents a high concept of morality. However, Socrates also gave instructions to prostitutes on how to behave. Well, the best one could say about him is that he was amoral.

3. We can also say that Proverbs does not contradict itself, while proverbs written by people today often contradict each other. For example, we could say, "The early bird catches the worm, God helps him." But there is another proverb that says, "The early bird does not get the worm earlier". Then there is another proverb that says: "Water makes you ill, and wine makes you sing". But there is one that contradicts it by saying: "Water does not make you sick, nor does it make you drunk, nor does it make you ill, nor does it make you debit". And there is also another that says: "Running water does not kill people". As we can see, human proverbs contradict each other because ideas among people differ, sometimes radically. But there are no such contradictions in the book of Proverbs because, as we have said, it was inspired by God and He does not contradict Himself.

In his Commentary on Proverbs in the Encyclopedia of Biblical Knowledge, Professor Sid Buzzell highlighted the following peculiar characteristics of the book of Proverbs. Many ancient Middle Eastern cultures had works devoted to wisdom. Although the book of Proverbs is somewhat similar to such literature, the wisdom promoted by this book contains an element not found in those other works. The wisdom of these Bible Proverbs contains practical shrewdness, mental acuity, and functional ability, as well as an upright and upright moral life that flows naturally from a right relationship with the Lord. The phrase found in 9:10, The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, makes the Hebrew concept of wisdom unique. To be wise in the Biblical sense of the term, one must begin by establishing a proper relationship with God. To fear the Lord means to respect Him for who He is and to respond by placing our trust in Him, rendering Him our worship, obedience and service. If God is not honored and His Word is not obeyed, then wisdom, as the Hebrew sages defined it, can never be attained. The purpose of the book of Proverbs, then, is to develop in others, especially the young, a skillful approach to life, which begins with being properly related to the Lord. So much for Professor Buzzell's views.

Now, while the book of Proverbs seems to be a collection of sayings without any intention of presenting a particular order or a preconceived orderly arrangement, some of us believe that the book develops a story, which we will perceive as we advance in its study. In reality what is related here is the image of a young man beginning his life. And the first lesson he receives is found in verse 7 of the first chapter, which as we have already said is the key to this book. "The beginning of wisdom is the fear of the Lord; the foolish despise wisdom and learning."

The aforementioned Professor Buzzell concluded that, according to 1:2-4, we can distinguish 5 purposes in the writing of this book: (1) To learn wisdom and instruction (or discipline); (2) To know prudent reasons or discern profound sayings; (3) To acquire instruction and prudence in wise conduct, justice, judgment and equity; (4) To give sagacity to the simple-minded; and (5) To give the young intelligence and sanity. These purposes actually focus on helping readers to live wisely.

Proverbs were employed by parents to impart wisdom in a way that made learning a challenge, an adventure. The purpose of using proverbs was to help young people acquire mental skills that would promote wise living. Both the content and structure of these sayings contributed to the development of the listeners. The learning process was presented as a challenge that culminated in a reward. In wisdom literature, having the wisdom of God implied having the ability to cope with the demands of life in a God-honoring way. Professor Toy, author of a Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the book of Proverbs, wrote that "wisdom is the knowledge of right living in the highest sense."

We said then that the book of Proverbs tells us a story. And that this young man that is mentioned here discovers that there are two schools that are in contention trying to get him to go to one of them. It's as if he has received the college catalogs let's say, telling him the benefits that he can receive by attending one of them. One of these schools is known as the school of wisdom. The other is known as the school of the foolish.

Well, going forward we can say that the advice presented in this book of Proverbs transcends all ages of God's dealings with human beings. It makes no difference whether you are in the Old Testament or the New Testament. Its truths have not ceased to be and it is a profitable book for all.

Now, someone may raise an objection saying, "But in this book nothing is found about the gospel". The One whose wisdom this book speaks of is none other than the Lord Jesus Christ.

The book of Proverbs is not a jumble of unconnected or unrelated statements. On the contrary, it is a book that does make a lot of sense, which we can see, and it has a plan and an orderly arrangement. Solomon had something to say about his own teaching. In Ecclesiastes, chapter 12, verse 9, he said: The wiser the preacher was, the more he taught wisdom to the people. He listened, and searched, and composed many proverbs". Another version translated: "He pondered, investigated and ordered very many proverbs".

Here is something that will make the book of Proverbs an exciting experience for you: there is in this book a little sketch of every character in the Bible, and we are going to suggest some of them. And as you read it, you will surely enjoy discovering others. We also believe that you will discover that there are suitable proverbs to describe some of your friends and acquaintances, although it is left to you to evaluate the appropriateness of informing them as to which proverb best describes them. Surely there is a suitable proverb for each of us, and we will find it interesting to go through this entire book.

As for the literary structure of the book of Proverbs, it is based on stanzas formed by two paired sentences. The two sentences of each couplet are generally related to each other by what has been called "parallelism", in accordance with Hebrew poetry. It is that Hebrew poetry has no rhyme or meter, like our poetry. Hebrew poetry consists of parallelism of ideas. Four kinds of parallelism can be highlighted:

1. Synonymous parallelism. In this case, the second clause restates what was said in the first clause. That is, it expresses the same idea with different words.

We have an example: in chapter 19, of this book of Proverbs, verse 29, we read: "judgments are prepared for the insolent, and stripes for the backs of fools".

We can see other examples in 1:2, which says to learn wisdom and instruction, to know prudent reasons. And in 2:11, which says Discretion will guard you, and understanding will preserve you.

2. Antithetical or contrast parallelism. In this case, a truth that is expressed in the first clause is reinforced in the second clause by contrast with the opposite truth.

We have an example in chapter 13, verse 9: "the light of the righteous shines brightly, but the lamp of the wicked will be put out". Here we can see that the second statement is stating the same truth but, by contrast, from the opposite point of view. We have other examples in 10:1, which says The wise son rejoices the father, but the foolish son is his mother's sorrow. We can also read 11:1 which says: The Lord hates an adulterated scale, but the right weight pleases him.

3. Synthetic parallelism. In this case, the second clause continues or develops the thought of the first clause. We have an example in Proverbs chapter 20, verse 2, which says: "the wrath of the king is like the roaring of a lion's whelp; he who angers him sins against himself".

Sometimes the second line gives a result of the first line, as we can see in 3:6 which says Acknowledge him in all your ways, and he will make your paths straight. And we can also see the same case in 16:3, which says Commit thy works unto the Lord, and thy thoughts shall be established. On other occasions, the second line describes something of the first line, as we can see in 6:12 which says The wicked man, the depraved man, is the one who walks in perverseness of mouth. And we can also see the same case in 15:3 which says The eyes of the Lord are in every place, beholding the evil and the good.

Sometimes a line gives preference to what is quoted in the other line. There are 19 such cases, recognized by the expressions "better it is" or "better it is". Let us look at the following examples: in 12:9 we read Better is the despised who has one who serves him than the boastful who lacks bread. And in 16:16 we read It is better to acquire wisdom than fine gold, and to acquire understanding is better than silver.

4. Emblematic parallelism. In this case, one line illuminates the meaning of the other by means of a simile or metaphor. We have an example in 10:26 which says As vinegar to the teeth and smoke to the eyes, so is the sluggard to those who send him. We can read another case in 25:12 which says As an earring of gold and an ornament of fine gold is the wise man who reproves the attentive ear. And in this same chapter 25:23 we have another example that says The north wind brings rain, and the murmuring tongue, the angry countenance.

Now it is important to clarify that not all the verses in Proverbs have 2 lines. Some have 3 (as we can see in 1:27), a few have 4 (as we can see in 30:9) and one verse even has 6 lines (as is the case in 30:4).

We will now present a general outline that shows the guidelines on which the book is organized:

I. Wisdom and vanity contrasted, chapters 1 to 9. This section is headed by the phrase "The proverbs of Solomon" in 1:1. Considering that Solomon reigned from 971 to 931, the proverbs he wrote could be dated to the 10th century BC.

II. The Proverbs of Solomon, chapters 10 to 24 (written and organized by Solomon himself).

III. The Proverbs of Solomon, between chapters 25 to 29, arranged by Hezekiah's collaborators. Considering that Hezekiah reigned from 729 to 686, these chapters must have been recorded in that period.

IV. The oracle of Agur, an unknown sage, in chapter 30.

V. The Proverbs of a mother to Lemuel, in chapter 31. It is believed to have been Bathsheba, Solomon's mother,

In the study of the next chapter, we will begin in the text of this book itself. In the meantime, we suggest that you read the first chapter of Proverbs so that you are familiar with its contents and can get the most out of this study. Recall that this book repeats over and over again the contrast between the wise person, who has a right relationship with God, and the foolish, who is wicked or unjust. This contrast is summarized in Psalm 1:6, which says: The Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the path of the wicked will perish.
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Proverbs 1:1-5
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We've reached the first chapter of the Book of Proverbs, and we're sure you've already started reading it. Some may not find it an exciting story, but it is. We hope we can carry the pace of God's Spirit as we go through this book, because in it we have a real message for each of us. It is geared toward young men and women. It has a special message for the youth. Today, as in every age, young people are looking for answers to life's questions.

As we introduce this book, we want you to note that this work has not been prepared in a piecemeal fashion, without prior planning. It has a concrete message. We know a great many people who think they can pick and choose a few proverbs from various parts of the book. This can be done, of course, but the truth is that when we choose one of them and consider it, we should read it in the paragraph to which it belongs, to examine it in its proper context. For example, a diamond or an emerald, for example, belongs in the gold or silver setting in which it has been set. And in this occasion the setting or frame is the book of Proverbs.

Now, there are some who tend to read the Book of Proverbs in the same way that one man said he read the dictionary. This man said, "I really like to read the dictionary. But the stories are really short." Well, maybe you feel the same way about this Book of Proverbs, but we hope that as you join us in your study, you will see it in a different way. Now, let's listen to what it says here in verse 1:

"The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel."

Now, these words identify at the very beginning of the Book its writer, King Solomon. Solomon evidently gathered many proverbs from other sources. He was the editor of all the proverbs and the author of some. We are also told that he wrote more proverbs that do not appear in this book.

This first section before us presents a contrast between wisdom and foolishness. The section covers chapters 1 through 9.

Let us now read verses 2 to 4, where the idea revolves around the
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"To learn wisdom and doctrine, to know prudent reasons, to acquire instruction and prudence, justice, judgment and equity; to give sagacity to the naive, and to the young intelligence and sanity."

There are ten words that have been used in this section that appear to be synonyms and, of course, are related to each other, but they are not the same. We would like to take each of these words and put them under the microscope so that we can look at them. And then we will see that they are not simply synonyms, nor have they been accumulated here to make an impressive beginning. We have been told that every word of God is pure so let's examine some of them.

It says here that proverbs are for learning wisdom. What is meant by wisdom? The word wisdom in the Bible means "the ability to use knowledge correctly". It appears in this book 37 times. It is an important word in the Scriptures. It means the right use of knowledge. There are many intellectually brilliant people, who have knowledge, but they lack wisdom. They do not seem to use their knowledge correctly.

And let's add something else. Wisdom in the Old Testament, for today's believer, means Jesus Christ. In the First Epistle to the Corinthians, chapter 1, verse 30, we are told: But by him you are in Christ Jesus, who was made unto us wisdom by God, and let us take note: wisdom, justification, sanctification and redemption. Let us note that wisdom is number one. Christ is wisdom for today's believer. And to know wisdom is to know Jesus Christ. Paul said in Philippians 3:10 that his ambition was to know Him." It would be ideal if the same ambition to know Christ could take hold of your soul and mine today. We really need it.

Wisdom here, therefore, is Christ. And it is the ability to be able to use knowledge wisely. To know Christ is not to act foolishly, it is to be a wise person. you may not be a brilliant person, but when you receive Christ and know him, then you will have wisdom.

The second word we have is doctrine or instruction; it appears about 26 times in this book. What is interesting is that sometimes the same word in Hebrew is translated by the word "correct" or "punish". For example, we can read in Proverbs, chapter 13, verse 24, which says: He who does not apply punishment hates his son; he who loves him corrects him in time. So the word "correct" here, means in reality, "give instruction" Therefore the word "instruction" means to teach by means of discipline, and this is a truth that has been lost sight of today.

Our contemporary society is truly off-center and out of tune with the Word of God. Sometimes we are told that the only reason criminals are put in jail is to discipline them and to reform them. That was never the purpose in dealing with criminals according to the Word of God. In dealing with criminals. The purpose was to judge and punish them. No other reason was given. On the other hand, when you are dealing with a son, you have to discipline him because that is part of your instruction. You have to correct him. You have to teach him through discipline. Your purpose is not to punish him. And what does all this mean? You have to teach him by discipline and not by penalties or punishments. We often hear it said, "That child must be punished. No. That is not the purpose. It is to teach him by discipline. Our purposes today are confused: we discipline offenders and punish our children. We need to get back to God's purposes. And speaking of schools, with the growing state of aggressiveness, violence and abuse of students against teachers, and of students against each other, we cannot say in any way that the current methods, both at home and at school, are adequate and effective.

One father was asked. Do you hit your children? "Well, he replied: only in self-defense". This expression is not a humorous way out but reflects a worrying and growing reality, such as violence by children against parents. It seems that the roles have been reversed and children are instructing parents on what they should do and how they should be treated. It is true that many parents need to receive lessons on discipline, and on what they should have done at the time, but not exactly from the children.

To recapitulate then, instruction consists in teaching through discipline. And God, our Heavenly Father, is excellent at teaching us that way. We learn much when His hand has exercised discipline over us.

We are further told in this passage that proverbs are for knowing prudent reasons or profound sayings. Knowing and understanding imply intelligence. Also today we have another word: "discernment". Today we need to recognize that God expects us to use our intelligence. He expects us to use common sense.

In verse 3 we have the word righteousness. It implies righteousness, correct behavior. A certain Sociology professor at the university, who used to teach his students that right was relative, used to ask his students with a satisfied smile: But well, what is right? Well, we can answer that although perhaps we did not know it before, as students we were, we know it today and we can say that what is right is what God defines as right. It was God who separated the light from the darkness. We cannot make the sun rise or set. Only God is controlling the workings of the universe. He made the light and the darkness. He is then the one who declares what is right and what is wrong.

You may say today: Well, is it right to do this? It is right, it is right, if God says it is right. Somebody will say, "And, is it wrong to do this?" Well, it is wrong if God says it is. Right and wrong today are not relative terms except in the mind of the human being of our time.

The prevailing belief today is that the average person is the one who becomes the norm, the reference model. That is one of the reasons why there is so much dishonesty, immorality and corruption today. Because, good and evil have become relative terms. God has said they are not. And just like light and darkness, good and evil are absolute terms.

And in verse three we also have the word judgment. It means that we have to judge, we have to make judgments. It is the same as making a decision. During his journey through life the believer comes to crossroads. And he has to make decisions about which way to go. And when we don't know what decision to make, we have to consult God to make the right decision. And we have the assurance that the Lord will direct us in such a way that we do not have doubts or make mistakes.

And in this verse three we come to the word equity. And this word refers to principle rather than conduct. We believe that the child of God has not been placed under certain rules, but we also believe that we have been given great principles, and that these principles should guide us. For example, when we were studying the Apostle Paul's Epistle to the Romans, you will remember that we said that the great principle was mentioned there. It is found in 14:22 and says Blessed is he who does not condemn himself in what he approves. Another version translates it this way: blessed is he whose conscience does not accuse him for what he does. The believer should be enthusiastic about what he does. There is too much Christian behavior that is done as if one were stepping on eggshells. Many Christians say "well I don't know if I should do this or not." the principle states that if you adopt a certain conduct or a certain act or action in an enthusiastic way, then you should not do it at all. Whatever we do, we should do it with an attitude of anticipation, excitement and joy. We should be fully convinced that this is the right action. We should have no qualms of conscience after we have acted. That is why he is happy who after having done something has no qualms of conscience. If you, looking back, think, "I wish I had not done this," then it was a mistake that I did it. In doubtful matters in which the Bible is silent, this is a great principle that will guide you in your conduct. If you can remember what you did yesterday and feel satisfied before God that you did something or acted in a certain way, then you will know that you did what was good and right.

Another great principle is that we should share weaknesses with one another rather than simply please ourselves. We should ask ourselves: Is what I am saying or doing an offense to my brother or sister in Christ? Those are great principles of conduct that should guide the believer. Well, let's move on since we've spent enough time on this.

Verse four goes on to tell us that the proverbs are to give shrewdness to the naive or inexperienced. In other words, to act wisely. It implies being wise in what one does. A child of God should not act foolishly.

Some individual and family decisions are sometimes made impulsively, unwisely and with time bring disastrous consequences. It is in those critical moments of decision making where wisdom that only God can give is required, we must apply it to those concrete situations. Let us remember the words of the Lord Jesus Christ, pronounced when he sent the twelve apostles on their first evangelizing mission to the Jews; words pronounced in Matthew 10:16. Jesus said: Be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves. These words are also addressed to us, to be applied in the most varied circumstances.

Verse 4 goes on to say that the proverbs are to give the young men intelligence or knowledge. Here this intelligence or knowledge consists of useful information for a young person. In a certain scientific laboratory of a university, a poster had been put up which served as a motto for the students there, and which read as follows: "After knowledge, the most important thing is to know where to find it". And that is the reason why it is good to have the Bible at hand and get used to read it, to be able to find in it what you want to know about a certain topic or subject.

The last word used in this verse was sanity or discretion. Now, what does sanity mean? It means seriousness, solicitude or consideration. Young people in general are being thought of here. Let them be careless in those aspects of character. It is always nice to meet kind, thoughtful Christians, who sometimes surprise us with a detail, with something they know we need that we don't have. And in that way they reveal their solicitude and concern for others. These are characteristics that we should all have and that honor the Christian faith we profess and, above all, honor the name of Christ.

This Book of Proverbs, as we can see, is extremely practical. And bearing in mind our natural inability to acquire these lofty virtues by our own efforts, it will instruct us as to what needs to be added to our Christian character, so that, with the help of God's Spirit, these beautiful qualities may be incorporated into our lives.

Let us now read the fifth verse of this first chapter of Proverbs, which heads a paragraph in which we will hear about that which constitutes
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The challenge

[image: ]




"The wise man listens to them and increases his knowledge, and the intelligent acquires ability."

This virtue mentioned here has been the characteristic of all great men. They never reached a point at which they considered that they had learned everything.

Sometimes we have come across, in all sectors of society, people who have achieved fame for having excelled in the exercise of their profession. Some of these characters reveal a great arrogance. They do not accept the slightest suggestion, or correction, because they believe they have reached the totality of knowledge in their professional area. They think they know everything. And with this attitude, what they show is their lack of wisdom, and their inability to assimilate new knowledge. Something that characterizes them is that they are always talking about themselves, and they do not know how to listen to others. That is why this book contains a warning and reminds us that he who is truly wise will listen and increase his knowledge.

But here we are told: The wise man shall hear, and he goes on to say: and his knowledge increases, and the intelligent man acquires ability. This is the challenge, the challenge that characterizes the whole of this book of Proverbs. Solomon said that if a person is intelligent, he will listen to what is being said in these proverbs.... Another version of this verse 5 translates it as follows. He who is wise and intelligent listens to them and thus acquires more wisdom and experience.

it is not a matter of listening to what I have to say, but of listening to what the Spirit of God has to say in this Book of Proverbs. As we are already seeing from this first chapter, this work exposes great truths, expressed in short sentences. And they are eminently practical truths, issues and themes of our daily life, and which can enrich our relationship with God, teach us how to live with a clear conscience, explain how to be wise and prudent in the important decisions of life, and explain how to live in harmony with our family and with our friends. In fact, we could almost say that these proverbs are like a mirror that reveals to us directly and simply how we really are, while warning us about the consequences of foolishness and pride. In other words, they help us to fulfill God's purpose in our walk on this earth.

For all these reasons, we insist on reading and studying the Bible. In all its books, both in the Old and New Testaments, God reveals Himself in a direct way to human beings, who are distant from Him and controlled by sin, calling them to establish a relationship with Him through the Lord Jesus Christ. We invite you to respond to that revelation, to that invitation, so that through the work of His Spirit, a work of liberation and transformation may begin in you that will affect your whole life. For even though your life will end, after the resurrection you will live eternally in the presence of God with all those who belong to Him.
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Proverbs 1:6-33
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In the previous title we had a study of words found in verses 1 to 5 of this chapter 1. We come now to a challenge, a challenge, as we could see; in the first part of verse 5, speaking of the proverbs it said: The wise man hears them and increases his knowledge, and the intelligent man acquires ability. Now, here in verse 6, he tells us what he acquires ability for.

"To understand the proverbs and sentences, the words of the wise and their riddles."

There is another proverb that expresses the same idea, in 25:2, which says: It is the glory of God to cover up a matter, but the honor of the king is to investigate it. God has given the gospel clearly so that it can be proclaimed publicly. But there is much truth to be found in the Word of God, which is like diamonds. God has not scattered diamonds upon the earth. Jewels, and all that is of much value, he has hidden, so to speak, so that man has to seek and find it. Man has to make an effort to find it. Gold has to be extracted from the bowels of the earth, as well as diamonds and other valuable things, as in the case of oil for example, which requires a search and drilling the earth. Why? Because that is how God does things. It is part of God's glory to hide a matter or to have secrets.

Now, the Word of God deserves all the study you can devote to it. The Lord Jesus Christ said in John 5:39: Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life. In other words, He clearly said that they must be studied. You think you have found it because you have not yet sought it. Perhaps you have been reading the Bible in a superficial or occasional way, and you have not found the true treasure, the message that is there. The real treasure is there and it is Christ. The whole of this verse in John 5 says: Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and he adds, and they are they which testify of me. if you have not found Christ Jesus in the Bible, then you have not been looking for the diamonds; you have not been digging deep enough to find them. That's what we are told here in the Book of Proverbs chapter 1, verse 6; let's read it again. To understand the proverbs and sayings, the words of the wise men and their riddles. That is, God has placed those great truths here in His book. And we would say that the tragedy of our time is the ignorance of the Word of God at all the levels where it was meant to be read and known in depth. There has to be a serious, intense study of that Word. Somehow there exists today the idea that one can quickly read a passage of the Bible and understand everything that is said there. We trust that we have been able to discover at least one thing in this study, coming to the conclusion that you will not be able to discover the golden nuggets of the Word of God without an attentive and careful study of it.

In the town of Fort Myers, in the state of Florida, in the United States, is the home and laboratory where Thomas A. Edison worked, and where there is also a museum. Edison worked, and where there is also a museum. One of the things he was looking for, trying to discover, was synthetic rubber. Edison had Firestone and Henry Ford as neighbors, and one can already see why these two characters would be so interested in following the project closely and were working with him. In his laboratory there were hundreds of test tubes and test tubes. Edison was taking every element you can imagine, and doing experiments to see if he could get synthetic rubber out of them. And do you know where he got it in the end? In that plant that is known as dandelion or bitterroot. Now, that would be one of the last places you would look for synthetic rubber. But that was the way he worked, experimenting and looking for all possibilities.

And looking at the work that goes on in such a laboratory, and the hundreds of test tubes that these people use, and the long hours that the members of a research team have to spend working there to try to find something, one cannot but think how little attention we devote today to the Word of God, where one can perform real experiments and one can carry out real studies. And today, the challenge before us in the Book of Proverbs, and to which we must react positively, is this, as eloquently expressed by the apostle Paul in 2 Timothy 2:15: Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. This is the great challenge that the author of the Bible puts before us. Let us now read verse 7, which presents to us
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The key idea of the book
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"The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; the foolish despise wisdom and learning."

Here in the second line or part of this verse we have an interesting contrast. It explains to us why the foolish or foolish do not come out of their ignorance. Experience teaches them nothing.

To illustrate this we have a simple story that may illustrate this reality. Once upon a time a businessman was traveling down the road in his car, and suddenly one of the tires blew out. He had to pull off the road and stop his car next to an insane asylum. On the other side of the fence was a man watching him with great curiosity, and he watched as this motorist changed the tire on his car. He never said anything to him, he just stood there watching him. The motorist didn't want to say anything to him either, because he didn't know the condition of the man who was in there. So, when he removed the wheel from his car, he put the corresponding nuts on the hubcap. But he accidentally tilted the hubcap and then the nuts fell down a manhole and he couldn't retrieve them. And this man stood there scratching his head not knowing what to do. So the man who had been watching him said, "Why don't you take one nut off each of the other wheels and put it on the one that doesn't have any and go to the service station, and there you can get the other ones you're missing to fix the wheel." At that suggestion, the motorist looked at him in surprise and said, "Why didn't I come up with this idea?" You are in a psychiatric institution and I am out here, and yet you are the one who thought of the solution." To which, the inmate replied, "Well, I may be crazy but I'm not stupid." Well, in a sense, this book of Proverbs is trying to remove you and me from an attitude of permanent foolishness that prevents us from seeing obvious things in everyday life, which thus go unnoticed. This book we are studying has a lot to say about foolishness, foolishness or stupidity, that is, about that clumsiness to understand things. Let us now see what verses 8 and 9 tell us:

"Hear, my son, the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the instruction of thy mother: for they shall be ornaments of grace upon thy head, and chains about thy neck."

This is an important family relationship. There are many of our readers who come from homes where they had godly parents. They instructed them, taught them to love God and His Word, and never strayed from the good things they learned at home. On the other hand, we wish God to have mercy on parents who are not instructing their children in God's teachings.

Let us now move on to another topic, Let us read verse 10, of this chapter 1, of Proverbs, where it begins to speak about
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Temptation outside the home
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"My son, if sinners try to deceive you, do not consent."

Now, the circumstances are outside the home. When the young man leaves home, who is the first person he will talk to? Well, he will generally come in contact with a sinner because most of the human race is made up of sinners who have not yet come to Christ. We are all sinners, but the young man is going to meet the sinner who has not yet been redeemed and consequently his life is controlled by sin. And so, what should be his attitude towards this person? Well, if that person tries to deceive him, the proverb says Don't consent.

Let us remember that in the introduction to the book of Proverbs, we mentioned that in this work one finds Proverbs that correspond to Bible characters. And that one will probably also find proverbs with which one can compare friends. Let us read again this proverb: My son, if sinners try to deceive you, do not consent. We think this one fits with a character in the Bible. Doesn't it seem to describe Joseph when he was taken as a slave to Egypt and Potiphar's wife tried to seduce him? But he did not consent. This proverb of verse 10 is then a positive example of his experience in that temptation.

"If they say to you, 'Come with us, let us lay wait to shed blood, let us lie in wait without cause for the innocent; we will swallow them alive, like the grave, and whole, like those who fall into the pit; we will find all kinds of riches, we will fill our houses with the spoil.'"

The sinner already has a plan and a program to obtain something without paying anything. He lives at someone else's expense and makes someone else suffer so that he can prosper. Now verse 14 says:

"Come, join your luck to ours and let's make a common bag between us all."

This is the philosophy of our times: "Let us all live from the same common fund". And usually, those who have this way of thinking are not doing anything for themselves. They want the people who work to share the fruits of their labor, but they don't have any kind of contribution to make. That is a false philosophy of life. It is about using all kinds of methods, even dishonest methods, to get something for nothing. That is the way some people see life in our time.

(The author of these Bible studies, Dr. Vernon McGee related that when his father died in an accident (he was 14 years old), his mother and sister took him back to Nashville, where their home was. And he had to go to work. He couldn't continue in school because there was a lack of money in the house. He got a job in a hardware store that sold everything wholesale. Not only did they sell things related to hardware, but they also sold candy and all kinds of other items. And he had to work in the mailroom with other young people. Well, Dr. McGee was telling that these young men were not very good, they had figured out that you could take out of the candy boxes a small package, and no one would notice it because it was sold wholesale, and there were at least about fifty boxes there. Well, one could fill several of them by oneself, and Dr. McGee confessed that the first day he cooperated with the boys and then his conscience began to bother him during the night, as he realized that this was not right, because he was stealing. So, the next day he went and told his young co-workers that he did not want to continue taking what did not belong to him, but to dedicate himself to honest work. He figured that was the best thing he could do. 

Now, we must say that it is easy for a young person to fall into the shady habits of a group of slackers, because of the pressure exerted by bad friends and company in certain types of jobs. There are people who work as little as possible and do not produce according to the pay they are getting. And it's easy to get sucked in and cooperate with those kinds of people. It is for this reason that in these proverbs the young man is given advice for when he leaves his home. In verse 15, we read:

"Thou, my son, go not in the way with them, but remove thy foot from their paths."

This is the kind of separation on which the Bible is very clear. The apostle Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 6:17, Come out from among them and be ye separate, saith the Lord. The apostle was referring to idolatry, but certainly his words can be applied here. It is as if Solomon had advised that young man who had left home: "get rid of those evil companions that surround you", Now, in verses 16 to 18, of this chapter 1, of Proverbs, we read:

"Because their feet run to evil, they hasten to shed blood. It is in vain to spread a net before the eyes of the bird, but they lay snares to their own blood, against themselves they lay the snare."

When you get entangled in these evil or dubious actions, they will eventually lead to your own destruction. You will be caught in your own net. And verse 19, says:

"Such are the ways of everyone who is given to covetousness, which takes the life of its possessors."

And this is the condemnation at the beginning of greed. You and I live in a materialistic age today. There is no shortage of university professors today who believe that these centers of study should turn away from the teaching of extreme materialism. They think there should be a return to the values of religion. They are waking up to a worrying reality. Greed is the great sin of the present time. And that is what this proverb is condemning here. Let us now read verse 20, which presents
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An invitation to the school of wisdom
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"Wisdom cries out in the streets, raises its voice in the squares."

Wisdom is here recommending the young man to come to her school to really learn something. And then, verses 21 and 22, of this chapter 1, of Proverbs, say:

"He cries in the chief places of assembly, at the entrance of the gates of the city he speaks his reasons, How long, ye simple-minded, will ye love naivety? How long will the scornful desire to mock, and the foolish abhor knowledge?"

Simplicity equals stupidity, foolishness. It was as if wisdom was asking, "How long will you remain in that state?" A certain young man in his early twenties said that he had been trapped by drugs for three years. And in speaking of his past condition he would repeat over and over again, "Ah, how foolish, how foolish I was." And our question is addressed with real affection to all those who find themselves in that condition; how long are they going to remain in that state? Does it not seem to them that the time has come to enter into this school of wisdom? And verse 23, continues expressing an urgent invitation and says:

"Turn ye at my rebuke! for I will surely pour out my spirit upon you and make my words known to you."

Let us now advance to the end of Proverbs chapter 1 and read verse 32, which reads:

"For the waywardness of the ignorant will kill them, the prosperity of fools will spoil them."

To turn away, to turn away from Christ, the Savior, the only one who can restore people's lives, is spiritual suicide. And the last verse of this chapter 1, of Proverbs, verse 33, says:

"But he who hears me will live confidently, he will be at ease, without fear of evil."
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