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Introduction

Wanted: Faithful Christians

There is a statement in Matthew 25 that ought to arrest the heart of every believer. When the Lord commended the servant who had wisely used what was entrusted to him, He said, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant.” That single word—faithful—tells us much about what God values most in the life of a Christian.

The apostle Paul echoed the same truth when he wrote, “Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful” (1 Corinthians 4:2). Notice that God does not first require brilliance, success, or popularity. He requires faithfulness. In the end, God measures His servants not by how gifted they were, but by how trustworthy they proved to be.

Faithfulness carries the idea of reliability, dependability, and trustworthiness. When we speak of a steward, we are speaking of someone who has been entrusted with another’s goods and expected to manage them wisely. Every Christian is such a steward. God has placed into our hands the gospel, the local church, time, resources, and opportunities. What He desires is not perfection, but consistency. Not greatness, but dependability.

This book is written to sound a simple but urgent call: God is still looking for faithful Christians. The Lord Jesus looked upon the multitudes in His day and was moved with compassion, not because opportunity was lacking, but because laborers were few. His plea then remains His plea now. The harvest is still great. The need is still urgent. Faithful servants are still required.

Throughout these pages, we will consider what faithfulness looks like in the everyday Christian life. We will examine faithfulness to the local church, faithfulness in giving, faithfulness in prayer, and faithfulness in witnessing. These are not extraordinary expectations. They are the ordinary responsibilities of those who belong to Christ. Yet it is precisely in these ordinary areas that faithfulness often fades.

This is not a book written to scold, but to stir. Not to condemn, but to call. God’s work has never moved forward on the strength of a few spectacular Christians, but on the steady obedience of faithful ones. Churches stand or fall on it. Families rise or weaken by it. The gospel advances through it.

The question this book ultimately asks is not complicated, but it is searching: Will you be one of the faithful?

God is still calling.

The work is still waiting.

And faithful Christians are still wanted.
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There are words in Scripture that are so familiar we risk reading past them without letting them weigh on our hearts. One of those words is faithful. Yet when the Lord Jesus Christ chose to commend a servant in Matthew 25, that is the word He used. “Well done, thou good and faithful servant.” He did not praise talent, creativity, or visibility. He praised faithfulness.

The apostle Paul reinforces the same truth in 1 Corinthians 4:2: “Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.” God’s requirement for those who serve Him is not complicated. He does not begin with ability. He begins with dependability. The great test of a Christian life is not how high one rises, but how steady one remains.

When we speak of faithfulness, we are speaking of trustworthiness, reliability, and consistency. A faithful person is one who can be counted on. He shows up. He stays at it. He does not quit when the work becomes difficult or unnoticed. In simple terms, faithfulness means doing what God has given you to do—again and again—whether anyone is applauding or not.

That is the very heart of stewardship. A steward is not the owner; he is the manager. What he has was given to him. What he does with it will be evaluated. Every Christian is a steward. We have been entrusted with the gospel, placed into a local church, given time, strength, resources, and opportunities. God’s expectation is not brilliance in handling these things, but faithfulness.

When you come right down to it, every Christian is a servant of the Lord. There are no exceptions. Salvation brings us into service. However, not all servants serve faithfully. Some are diligent and obedient. Others are disobedient and slothful. The parable in Matthew 25 makes that distinction very clear. The issue was not how much each servant received, but what each servant did with what he had been given.

This explains why the Lord Jesus looked upon the multitudes in Matthew 9 with such deep compassion. The Scripture says He was moved because the people were fainting and scattered, “as sheep having no shepherd.” Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.” That was not merely a statement about need. It was a plea for faithful servants.
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