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| Dedication

This brief tome is formally dedicated to Ms. Vinton Liddell Pickens whose tireless pioneering and determined efforts in the area of land planning and zoning saved Leesburg, and indeed much of Loudoun County, from unregulated urban sprawl. Without her work Leesburg would not be the Leesburg it is today.

Also, as usual, this work is informally dedicated to two Leesburg natives, my grandsons Zack and Brian.


| Preface

“The name we give something,

shapes our attitude to it.”

-Katherine Patterson

This work evolved out of several visits to my grandchildren who live in Leesburg. While residing in a relatively new home, they are located comfortably close to the historic downtown area and many visits included walks to downtown, usually with accompanying wagons, tricycles, bicycles, etc.

I was often struck by the fact that the new blended so comfortably with the old in this area and repeatedly marveled at how Leesburg had retained its historic identity (and dignity) while also steadily growing and adapting to meet the needs of the twentieth century.

I have written several local history books on the place of my residence, Pittsburgh, and decided to do one on Leesburg. There have been many wonderful books written on Leesburg. This is both remarkable, when you consider the size of the town, and also a tribute to the long historic lineage of the town. I certainly have no intention on intruding on these works. However what does strike me is that much of the town’s history is preserved and presented in the names given to the streets, buildings and subdivisions. These are used routinely throughout every day but little attention is paid to the meaning behind them. Thus, this work evolved which is a study of the names that adorn the town of Leesburg.




This then is the story primarily of the origin of the names of many of the town’s features as well as the origin and development of many of the features themselves.  It is offered in the hope that it may help residents and visitors to further enjoy and appreciate Leesburg.


Bob Regan, September 2009



| Introduction

“Local names…are never mere arbitrary sounds,

devoid of meaning. They may always be regarded

as records of the past, inviting and rewarding

a careful historical interpretation”


-Isaac Taylor, Words and Places


Leesburg is a captivating town. Indeed it could, and should, be used as an example of well controlled suburban development. Close scrutiny of the entire town reveals a well preserved historic downtown area surrounded by well controlled and planned twentieth century commercial and residential developments that do not diminish the appeal of the entire town. In Leesburg you have a town that while still serving as the center of government and commerce for Loudoun County evokes a feeling of an era long ago. Indeed the downtown historic district is an authentic town center and routinely cited as one of the best-preserved and most picturesque downtowns in the state. Yet, within easy walking distance are modern homes in comfortable settings as well as current commercial establishments.

All of the new and some of the old streets, buildings, and subdivisions are of necessity adorned with names.  And the names given to a town’s various entities such as these typically reflect various aspects of its nature, culture, and history. Knowing the stories behind such names can help one to better understand and appreciate the locale.

The many proper and familial names used throughout Leesburg are thus one more element that adds to its overall charm. However in addition to using the names in one’s daily life, it is also worthwhile and interesting (I hope) to discover their origin.


In any study such as this it is important to clarify the terms of the study and the first step is to consider a dictionary definition of the word name. One of the most succinct is that a name is a label for a thing, person, place, product (as in a brand name), and even an idea or concept, normally used to distinguish one from another. In the search for that definition I discovered that there is an American Name Society (True!). It was founded in 1951 to promote onomastics, the study of names and naming practices, both in the United States and abroad.  It seeks to find out what really is in a name, and to investigate cultural insights, settlement history, and linguistic characteristics revealed in names. A branch of onomastics is toponymy, which is the study of toponyms or place names. So, welcome to a toponymic study of Leesburg.



| The Town

“Leesburg! Paradise of the youthful warrior!

Land of excellent edibles and beautiful maidens!”

-Confederate artilleryman in late 1861
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Being the first town in the county, Leesburg and Loudoun County are intimately connected as both share a fairly common heritage and history. However, the Town of Leesburg veritably exudes history. Its picturesque quaintness masks the fact that it was the home of a U.S. President, once the repository of the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution, the source of the building material for the U.S. Capitol, and the place where the Monroe Doctrine was written.
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