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​A Life Lost, A Grave Forgotten
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On December 4, 1798, Ann Hawks was laid to rest in Kingston, Upper Canada. Her final resting place, like so many others from this era, was eventually built over by St. Paul’s Anglican Church, erasing any visible trace of her burial. Today, her name lingers in the records, a quiet reminder of a life lived in the shadows of history.

Very little is known about Ann Hawks. No surviving documents reveal her age, family, or origins. Was she a young woman taken too soon, a wife and mother leaving loved ones behind, or an elderly matriarch closing a long chapter of resilience on the Canadian frontier? The lack of details only deepens the mystery.

What is certain is that Kingston in 1798 was a town on the edge of a changing world. As a key military and trading post in Upper Canada, it was home to British loyalists, soldiers, merchants, and settlers striving to carve out a life in this new land. Life was difficult, and death was a frequent visitor. Epidemics, harsh winters, and the dangers of frontier living claimed many lives, and Ann Hawks was among those who did not see the dawn of the 19th century.

Her burial in St. Paul’s cemetery placed her among fellow residents of early Kingston, many of whom remain unidentified. When the church was built, their graves became part of its foundation—an eerie yet fitting tribute to the town’s early inhabitants, whose sacrifices helped shape the Kingston we know today.

Ann Hawks' story, though largely unknown, is a reminder that history is often built on forgotten lives. Perhaps, through continued research, her name will one day find its place in the broader tapestry of Kingston’s past.

Ann Hock's Family Tree

St. Paul's Anglican Churchyard, Kingston, Eastern Ontario, Ontario, Canada | BillionGraves Cemetery and Images

Genealogy Travel Itinerary: Retracing the Life of Ann Hawks

Ann Hawks was laid to rest on December 4, 1798, in Kingston, Upper Canada, in a cemetery that would later be built over by St. Paul’s Anglican Church. With little known about her age, family, or origins, her story remains a mystery. However, exploring the world she lived in can offer valuable insight into the lives of early settlers in 18th-century Kingston.

This itinerary is designed for genealogists, historians, and descendants seeking to walk in Ann Hawks' footsteps and uncover traces of Kingston’s Loyalist, military, and settler history.



📍 Stop 1: St. Paul’s Anglican Church – The Lost Burial Ground

A Final Resting Place Beneath History

Ann Hawks was buried in what was once Kingston’s early cemetery, now beneath the foundations of St. Paul’s Anglican Church. Like many others, her grave was absorbed into the churchyard as Kingston expanded.

Things to Do:


●  Visit St. Paul’s Anglican Church – Walk the grounds where Ann was buried and reflect on Kingston’s earliest residents.

●  Ask about church records – The church may have preserved burial or membership records from its early years.

●  Look for memorial plaques – Some early settlers and church members have been commemorated inside.






📍 Stop 2: Kingston Frontenac Public Library – Research Ann Hawks

Unlocking the Past Through Records

Since so little is known about Ann Hawks, a visit to Kingston’s archives may reveal potential connections to her family or social circle.

Things to Do:


●  Check early Anglican burial records for more details about Ann’s death.

●  Search Loyalist and settler records to see if any Hawks families were recorded in the area.

●  Review 18th-century newspapers for possible obituaries or community mentions.






📍 Stop 3: Fort Henry – A Military Town in 1798

Understanding the Kingston of Ann Hawks’ Time

Kingston in 1798 was a military hub, with Fort Henry overlooking the town and British Loyalist settlements growing around it. Was Ann Hawks connected to a military family, a merchant, or a settler?

Things to Do:


●  Explore Fort Henry – Learn about the British military presence in Kingston during Ann Hawks’ lifetime.

●  Visit the Kingston Archaeological Centre – See artifacts from 18th-century Kingston that provide a glimpse into everyday life.

●  Tour Kingston’s historic downtown – Walk the same streets Ann may have known.






📍 Stop 4: Museum of Health Care – Life and Death in 18th-Century Kingston

Understanding Ann’s Possible Cause of Death

Life in Upper Canada was harsh. Disease, epidemics, childbirth complications, and the hardships of pioneer life claimed many lives. Ann Hawks’ untimely passing could have been due to any of these factors.

Things to Do:


●  Learn about 18th-century diseases and medical treatments settlers faced.

●  Explore historic medical records to understand common causes of death at the time.

●  See early medical instruments used in Kingston hospitals and homes.






📍 Stop 5: Cataraqui Cemetery – Searching for Early Kingston Families

A Place of Later Generations

Though Ann Hawks’ original grave is lost, Cataraqui Cemetery became the burial site for many early Kingston families. Exploring its records may reveal potential relatives or descendants.

Things to Do:


●  Visit Cataraqui Cemetery – Walk through the resting places of Kingston’s early settlers.

●  Search cemetery records for possible Hawks family members.

●  Look for 19th-century tombstones that could connect to Ann’s unknown family.






🔍 Research and Next Steps

Since Ann Hawks’ life is largely unknown, genealogists can dig deeper by:

✔ Exploring Loyalist and British settler records – Was she connected to a military or merchant family?

✔ Searching church archives – Baptism, marriage, or burial records may offer clues.

✔ Reviewing land grants – Did she or her family own property in Kingston?

✔ Studying 18th-century Kingston census records – Even limited records may hint at her presence.

Final Thoughts

Ann Hawks’ life is a mystery, but this itinerary allows genealogists and history lovers to step into the Kingston of 1798. Through research and exploration, her name may one day be restored to its rightful place in the town’s history.
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​A Name Beneath the Stone
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On November 21, 1798, Edward Hayward was laid to rest in Kingston, Upper Canada. His grave, like so many others, became part of the foundation of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, built over the burial ground where Kingston’s earliest settlers were interred. His name, preserved only in burial records, offers a fleeting glimpse into a life now lost to time.

Who was Edward Hayward? Was he a soldier, a merchant, a farmer, or a craftsman trying to build a future in the newly established town of Kingston? Without further records, his story remains incomplete, yet his presence in the town’s earliest burial registers confirms that he was part of Kingston’s growing community at the close of the 18th century.

Kingston in 1798

At the time of Edward Hayward’s death, Kingston was a small but important settlement. As a former Loyalist stronghold, it was home to refugees from the American Revolution, British soldiers, and their families, as well as Indigenous allies who had long occupied the land. Life was harsh, and survival often depended on resilience and strong communal ties. The fact that Edward was buried in St. Paul’s cemetery suggests that he was Anglican, part of a religious tradition that would play a significant role in the town’s development.

Though time has erased much of Edward Hayward’s story, his burial marks him as one of Kingston’s early settlers—one of many whose lives formed the foundation of the city that stands today.

Edward Hayward (-bef.1798) | WikiTree FREE Family Tree

St. Paul's Anglican Churchyard, Kingston, Eastern Ontario, Ontario, Canada | BillionGraves Cemetery and Images

Genealogy Travel Itinerary: Retracing Edward Hayward’s Kingston

Overview

Edward Hayward was laid to rest on November 21, 1798, in Kingston, Upper Canada, in a burial ground that would later be built over by St. Paul’s Anglican Church. His name survives only in burial records, yet his presence in Kingston’s earliest cemetery confirms that he was part of the town’s growing community at the close of the 18th century.

This itinerary is designed for genealogists, historians, and descendants seeking to walk in Edward Hayward’s footsteps and explore Kingston’s Loyalist, military, and settler history.

—-

[image: ]


📍 STOP 1: ST. PAUL’S Anglican Church – The Lost Burial Ground

Edward Hayward’s Final Resting Place

Edward was buried in what was Kingston’s earliest cemetery, now beneath St. Paul’s Anglican Church. Like many of Kingston’s first settlers, his grave was built over, becoming part of the town’s foundation.

Things to Do:

Visit St. Paul’s Anglican Church – Walk the grounds where Edward was buried and reflect on Kingston’s earliest residents.

Ask about church records – St. Paul’s archives may contain burial records or early parishioner lists.

Look for historical plaques and memorials – Some early settlers are commemorated inside the church.

—-
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📍 STOP 2: KINGSTON Frontenac Public Library – Genealogical Research

Uncovering Edward Hayward’s Story

Since little is known about Edward Hayward, a visit to Kingston’s archives may reveal potential connections to his family or trade.

Things to Do:

Check early Anglican burial records for any additional details about Edward’s death.

Search Loyalist, militia, and settler records to determine if he had ties to the military or early land grants.

Review 18th-century newspapers for obituaries or community mentions.

—-
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📍 STOP 3: FORT FRONTENAC – Kingston’s Military Stronghold

Understanding the Kingston of Edward Hayward’s Time

Kingston in 1798 was a key British military post, and many of its residents were soldiers, officers, or tradespeople supplying the garrison.

Things to Do:

Tour Fort Frontenac – Learn about the British military presence and its impact on Kingston’s development.

Explore historical exhibits on Loyalist settlers, Indigenous alliances, and frontier defense.

Walk along the old fortifications to see where Edward may have lived or worked.

—-
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📍 STOP 4: MACLACHLAN Woodworking Museum – The Craftsmen of Kingston

Was Edward Hayward a Tradesman?

If Edward Hayward was a carpenter, wheelwright, or builder, the MacLachlan Woodworking Museum offers a glimpse into the tools and techniques of early craftsmen.

Things to Do:

Explore 18th-century woodworking tools and techniques used by Kingston’s settlers.

Learn about Loyalist and Indigenous craftsmanship and their role in building the town.

Participate in hands-on demonstrations to experience the skills settlers like Edward may have used.

—-
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📍 STOP 5: KINGSTON’S Historic Waterfront – The Town Edward Knew

Trade, Fishing, and Shipbuilding in 18th-Century Kingston

Kingston’s waterfront was the lifeblood of the settlement, supporting trade, fishing, and shipbuilding. Edward Hayward may have worked near the bustling docks, contributing to Kingston’s early economy.

Things to Do:

Walk along Kingston’s historic waterfront – See the same shoreline that Edward would have known.

Visit the Marine Museum of the Great Lakes to learn about Kingston’s shipbuilding and trade history.

Explore the Kingston Market Square – A hub of commerce since the town’s early days.

—-
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🔍 RESEARCH AND NEXT Steps

Since Edward Hayward’s life is largely unknown, genealogists can dig deeper by:

✔ Exploring militia and Loyalist records – Was he a soldier or settler?

✔ Searching early Anglican church archives – Baptism, marriage, or burial records may offer clues.

✔ Reviewing land grant records – Did he or his family own property in Kingston?

✔ Studying 18th-century Kingston census records – Even limited records may hint at his presence.

Final Thoughts

Though time has erased much of Edward Hayward’s story, his burial marks him as one of Kingston’s early settlers. Through research and historical exploration, his name may one day be restored to its rightful place in the town’s history.
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​A Life Marked by Change
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Born in 1740, William Badgley lived through an era of profound transformation. He was just 12 when Benjamin Franklin’s famous kite experiment proved that lightning was electrical—a discovery that would shape the future of science. As he grew into adulthood, he witnessed the rise of the American Revolution, the formation of new nations, and the advancement of human ingenuity. At 43, he would have heard news of the first successful hot air balloon flight in France, a marvel of engineering that seemed to defy nature itself.

By the time of his death in 1798, William had seen the world change in ways his ancestors could never have imagined. His final resting place was in Kingston, Upper Canada, a young and growing settlement where Loyalists and early pioneers sought to rebuild their lives after the upheaval of war. Though little is known of his personal story—whether he was a soldier, a merchant, a farmer, or a craftsman—his presence in Kingston’s burial records ties him to the town’s early history.

Kingston in 1798

At the time of William Badgley’s death, Kingston was a vital outpost of British North America. It had become home to many Loyalists fleeing the aftermath of the American Revolution, and its strategic location on Lake Ontario made it an important military and trade hub. Life was often difficult, with harsh winters and the ever-present challenge of building a new community from the ground up.

William’s burial in St. Paul’s Anglican Church cemetery suggests that he was a member of the Anglican faith, one of the dominant religious traditions among Loyalists and British settlers. In 1845, nearly 50 years after his death, St. Paul’s Anglican Church was constructed over the old burial ground, where William and many other early settlers were interred.

William Badgley may not have left behind letters or personal records, but his presence in Kingston’s burial records ensures that his name, at least, is not forgotten. His life was one of resilience, adapting to a rapidly changing world, and finding a place in the ever-expanding story of Canada.

William Badgley's Family Tree

St. Paul's Anglican Churchyard, Kingston, Eastern Ontario, Ontario, Canada | BillionGraves Cemetery and Images

Genealogy Travel Itinerary: Retracing William Badgley’s Kingston
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