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        Faerie Maeve Hemlock, lead detective in the Spells and Misdemeanours Bureau of Crossroad City, confronts a wraith about a report of an unauthorized spell.

      

        

      
        A routine disturbance.

      

        

      
        Until the wraith tries to bedazzle her.

      

        

      
        Now Maeve must use all her magic to stop a spell and save her life.

      

        

      
        Visit the strange world of Crossroad City, where magic and the normal world collide. And where detective Maeve Hemlock and the Spells and Misdemeanours Bureau struggle to keep the law and the magic in check to save all.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Tear Away

          

          A CROSSROAD CITY TALE

        

      

    

    
      The night air held a crisp edge of chill that seeped through my thick, leather coat as I trudged from my car down the dirt lane. The red flashing light stuck in the front windshield illuminated my path in alternating flashes of red and darkness. Even the glow from the streetlights didn’t penetrate this far. Too many overgrown hedges and clumps of trees.

      I wrinkled my nose at the earthy smell. Already my brand new suede boots were splashed with mud from the lane. The rain had been a bare sprinkle in the centre of town but out here, it had obviously been torrential, or at least strong enough to turn this dirt to slippery mud.

      It would be just my luck to slide right down onto my rump.

      As if to deliver my thought, my right boot started to slide sideways as I leaned my weight onto it. I heard a distant snort from the officer stationed back at the car. He knew better than to laugh.

      But I wasn’t going to give him the satisfaction of any amusement at my cost.

      I whispered a short spell under my breath. The back panel of my leather coat parted and my faerie wings burst forth. A few strong flaps lifted me an inch above the muddy ground, enough for me to get my feet under me again. I settled back down then folded my wings back under my coat.

      A disapproving grunt sounded behind me. Probably one of the new officers who thought I got the detective job based on my faerie magic.

      They didn’t know that having magic on my side made it even harder to advance. I had to go to even further lengths to prove my cases on fact and repute anyone who claimed my magic solved or influenced my solving of crimes.

      It was annoying as well as exhausting.

      I ignored the officers behind me and focused on the small bungalow that appeared at the end of the lane. A spell of an unauthorized level had been reported in the neighbourhood and this was the fourth house on the block. Unlike the others, this one was set back from the road on this long, narrow lane. A single, bare, white bulb hung beside the front door, illuminating a narrow, concrete porch. Wooden stairs creaked under my boots as I stepped up.

      Three paces brought me to the door and I could see through the screen that the front door was ajar. As I reached for the screen door handle, the interior door swung open. A tall, shockingly thin man hunched just inside the doorway. The sleeves of his pale yellow shirt barely reached past his elbows, revealing forearms that looked no thicker than my thumb. The hand holding the door knob was like a gigantic daddy long legs, ending in well-manicured, nicely trimmed nails.
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