
        
            [image: cover]
        


THE MYSTERY OF THE THORN

A STUDY OF PAUL’S THORN IN THE
FLESH

Written by: Roderick Levi
Evans

*****

PUBLISHED BY:

Abundant Truth
Publishing on Smashwords

The Mystery of the Thorn

A Study of Paul’s Thorn in the
Flesh

Copyright ©2009 by Roderick L.
Evans

ISBN 13: 978-1-60141-132-7

Smashwords Edition License
Notes

This ebook is licensed for your
personal enjoyment only. This ebook may not be re-sold or given
away to other people. If you would like to share this book with
another person, please purchase an additional copy for each person
you share it with. If you're reading this book and did not purchase
it, or it was not purchased for your use only, then you should
return to Smashwords.com and purchase your own copy. Thank you for
respecting the author's work.

*****

Table of Contents

​Introduction

Chapter 1 – Defining the
Thorn…

What is a Thorn?

Thorns in the Old Testament

Chapter 2 – Decoding the
Thorn…

The Most Controversial
Theory

The Most Unlikely Theory

The Most Unreasonable Theory

The Most Accepted Theory

The Most Probable Theory

Chapter 3 – Deciphering the
Thorn…

The Originator of the Thorn

The Perpetrator of the Thorn

The Character of the One
Afflicted

Chapter 4 – Discovering the
Thorn…

The Work of the Thorn

The Product of the Thorn

Chapter 5 – Discerning the
Thorn…

Prerequisite for a Thorn

Recognizing a Thorn

Living with a Thorn

*****



​Introduction

What is a mystery? In the scriptures,
the term “mystery” was used to describe a hidden spiritual truth
that was made known through Christ. Paul expressed that the
apostles were stewards over the mysteries of God. They had the
responsibility to make known the hidden truths of God through His
word that the saints would stand on a sure foundation.Today, this
responsibility rests upon the New Testament minister.

In this
Publication

In this publication, we will explore
the mystery of the thorn in the flesh. Paul stated that God had
given him a thorn in his flesh in order to keep him humble because
of his supernatural experiences. However, there has been much
controversy over what the thorn in his flesh was, and how God could
allow such a thing to exist.

In addition, there are Christians
claiming that certain afflictions in their lives are a “thorn in
the flesh,” when they may not be. Therefore, we will endeavor in
this book to bring understanding to these concerns and discover
what impact this has upon the believer today.
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​Chapter 1 -
Defining the Thorn

The apostle Paul was one of the
greatest New Testament ministers. His teachings and insight into
God’s plan for the Church encourages believers to this present day.
The Book of Acts introduces Paul (then Saul) as the leader of
fierce opposition against the Church. We read of his dramatic
conversion and subsequent zeal for the Lord. Further study of the
New Testament reveals to us that Christ taught Paul the Gospel
Himself.

Paul also exercised great authority and
power. Signs and wonders were manifested in his ministry. He was
known as a prophet and/or teacher before his call to the apostolic
ministry (Acts 13:1-3). We also discover that he was a man consumed
with a love for Christ and the Church.

Through his writings, his love for the
Lord and believers was evident. It is made clear to us that he
would strive daily to please the Lord and fulfill God’s plan for
his life. We find that in spite of his love for the Church, he
constantly met opposition.

In his 2nd epistle to the Corinthian
church, though deeply personal, Paul had to address many issues
surrounding the local assembly and himself. We can divide this
epistle in three parts as Paul confronts the concerns presented to
him:

(1) Paul speaks of his enduring
ministry and life thus far, and reveals his love toward the
believers at Corinth (2 Cor. 1-7).

(2) He gives specific instructions
about the collection that was to be made for their poor brethren in
Judea (8-9).

(3) He defends his ministry as an
apostle (10-13), and defends himself from the charges and
insinuations of the false teacher and his adherents.

These chapters, along with the rest of
this letter, shows the uniqueness of the apostle. Human weakness,
spiritual strength, the deepest tenderness of affection, wounded
feeling, sternness, irony, rebuke, impassioned self-vindication,
humility, a just self-respect, zeal for the welfare of the weak and
suffering, as well as for the progress of the church of Christ and
for the spiritual advancement of its members, are all displayed in
turn in the course of his appeal.

It is in this third division of this
letter that Paul shares intimate details of his relationship with
the Lord; introducing us to the mystery of the thorn in the flesh.
After defending his ministry in chapters 10 and 11, Paul begins to
close his argument in chapter 12. Following his description of
previous revelatory experiences, Paul reveals to us that a thorn in
the flesh was given to him to keep him humble.
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