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Revelation 3:21



To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.

Proverbs 6:20-22



My son, obey your father’s godly instruction
    and follow your mother’s life-giving teaching.

21 Fill your heart with their advice
    and let your life be shaped by what they’ve taught you. 

22 Their wisdom will guide you wherever you go
    and keep you from bringing harm to yourself.

    Their instruction will whisper to you at every sunrise and direct you through a brand-new day.


Preface
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7 Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.” 8 And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.

9 Then he said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!’” And he said to me, “These are the true sayings of God” (Revelation 19:7-9).

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba,[a] Father.” 16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together (Romans 8:14-17).

In the spirit I see the sun setting over the horizon, casting golden hues across the sky, the mature bride and the mature son stand overlooking the vast expanse of the ocean below. The mature bride of Christ is adorned in a gown of pure white, sparkling in the light of the setting sun, and her head is crowned with a diadem of precious stones. The mature son stands by her side, dressed in his finest garbs, his eyes fixed on the beautiful scene before them.

They have all fought long and hard to reach this moment, enduring trials and tribulations that would have broken the spirits of lesser men and women. Yet through it all, they have remained steadfast, their faith never wavering as they pressed on toward the goal of becoming Overcomers through the grace of God.

1.	Revelation 2:7 - "To him that overcomes, I will give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God."

2.	Revelation 2:11 - "He that overcomes shall not be hurt of the second death."

3.	Revelation 2:17 - "To him that overcomes, will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knows saving he that receives it."

4.	Revelation 2:26 - "And he that overcomes, and keeps my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations."

5.	Revelation 3:5 - "He that overcomes, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels."

6.	Revelation 3:12 - "Him that overcomes will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name."

7.	Revelation 3:21 - "To him that overcomes will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne."

And now, as they stand on the brink of victory, they feel a sense of awe and wonder at the enormity of what they have accomplished through Christ. They have fought the good fight, they have finished the race, and they know that the crown of glory awaits them at the finish line.

But it is not just the crown that fills their hearts with joy and gratitude; it is the knowledge that they will soon be seated with their Lord and Savior at His throne, a position of honor and authority that is beyond their wildest dreams (Revelation 3:21). For it is not just a reward for their perseverance, but a symbol of their intimate relationship with the King of Kings, a relationship that has been forged through their love and devotion to Him alone.

And so, as the night falls and the stars begin to twinkle in the sky, the bride and the sons look forward with eager anticipation to the moment when they will hear their names called and take their places beside their beloved Lord Jesus. They know that it will be a moment of great joy and celebration, a moment that will mark the beginning of a new chapter in their eternal life.

For they are Overcomers, champions in the eyes of their Lord and Savior, and nothing can ever take that away from them. With every step they take, with every breath they draw, they know that they are guided and sustained by the manifest presence of God, the Lily of the Valley, who gives them strength even in their darkest moments.

And so, with their hearts filled with love and their spirits filled with courage, they press on toward the ultimate prize, confident that they will emerge victorious as His remnant of Overcomers -- vessels dedicated to carrying out His will here on earth.

Let us follow in their footsteps, dear friends, and vow to never give up, no matter how fierce the fight may be. Let us be like the mature bride and the sons, standing on the edge of victory, with the wind at our backs and the sun on our faces, knowing that with Father on our side, there is nothing that can stand against us. And as we march forward, let us do so with courage in our hearts and determination in our souls, always striving to serve Him with all that is in us.

As we embark on this spiritual journey, let us hold fast to the image of that faithful bride and son, shining like a radiant star in the presence of their Lord. Let us be encouraged by the thunderous applause and cheering crowds that await us when we stand before the throne, having overcome trials and tribulations through the grace of God.

For in that moment, we will know without a doubt that we have fulfilled our purpose as His faithful servants, and that our journey has been worth every sacrifice we have made. So let us never waver in our dedication to Him, but rather strive to serve Him with all that is within us. May we be as a faithful bride and son, shining bright for all to see, and may our lives bring glory and honor to His holy name forevermore.

"Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven" (Matthew 5:14-16, KJV).


Introduction


[image: ]



 

There shall be a group of people who will seek to live in accordance with God's holy will. They will not be just any ordinary people, but they will be as a beautiful, mature bride, adorned with fine linen that will represent the righteous acts of the saints (Revelation 19:7-9). Their hearts will be filled with love and empathy, and they will seek to follow in the footsteps of their Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

As they will journey through life, they will seek to grow in their faith and knowledge of God. They will know that the road ahead will not be easy, but they will not be afraid, for they will have the Spirit of God within them, leading and guiding them along the way.

These beautiful people, whom God will call His children, will be as mature sons and daughters, possessing the authority and responsibility that will come with their inheritance. They will not be just ordinary children, but they will be matured heirs, with the right of access and the responsibility of carrying out their Father's will for all eternity.

As they will continue on their journey, they will face many challenges and trials, but they will not falter. They will speak the truth in love and will avoid deceitful teachings, for they will know that the path to spiritual maturity will require a steadfast heart and unwavering faith.

And so, these with beautiful hearts will continue to grow and mature, becoming more and more like their Lord and Savior with each passing day. As they will walk closely with Christ, His beauty will be reflected through them - the beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, a heart of compassion, and a sincere devotion to God's will. They will radiate the Lord's peace, joy and love. They will co-labor with Christ, fulfilling God's purposes in the world and bringing light to the darkness through their Christ-like fruit, character, and actions. The beauty of the Lord will grow within them, transforming them into His glorious image.

In the end, they will be a mature son and mature bride, ready to be united with Christ in marriage. They will have fulfilled their purpose, and their hearts will be filled with joy and peace, knowing that they will have lived a life worthy of their holy calling.



The Journey Begins

Welcome to "The Overcomers: A Compilation of Spiritual Writings for the Mature Sons and Mature Bride."  This special book reminds readers of our calling as believers to spiritually overcome in this life and one day reign with Christ. It uses the biblical imagery of the "mature sons" and Christ's "bride" to depict this future hope for those who persevere in faith. As the mature bride of Christ, we ready ourselves to be united with Him, having walked closely with God and reflecting Christ's beauty in our character. As the mature sons of God, we prepare to receive our full inheritance and responsibility as heirs. Together, these depictions point us toward our purpose - to become like Christ and partner with Him in His continuing work in the world. This book compiles writings to encourage those on this journey, reminding them of God's purposes, empowering them to overcome, and keeping the end goal in sight.

As we journey through these pages, we are challenged to grow in faith and intimacy with God. The writings offer encouragement and guidance for navigating life's trials, which refine and mature us. This book takes us on a transformative spiritual journey, teaching us to lean on the Lord amidst challenges. Through tests and trials, we learn of God's faithful love and provision. Encouraged by the stories of those who have gone before us and guided by Scripture, we can overcome anything and emerge stronger in faith. We are reminded to persevere, fix our eyes on Christ, and trust His sustaining grace. We are challenged to pursue deeper intimacy with Him and lay down our lives for His sake. God walks with us, guiding and empowering us to overcome.

Let us open our hearts to receive all God has for us. May we be filled with the courage, determination and faith to overcome every obstacle and reign victoriously with Christ as His bride and son. Called to be Overcomers, may we serve Him wholeheartedly with thankful hearts, fully devoted to His will on earth.

“Mature Bride" and "Sons of God"

The Bible often speaks of the "Mature Bride" and "Sons of God," referencing believers who have grown in spiritual maturity and are living in alignment with God's will. This crown is not for the self-absorbed, but for those who humble themselves and yield to God's high calling. Let us aspire to win this crown by pursuing purity of heart and Him alone.

"I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward (high calling in the KJV) call of God in Christ Jesus" (Philippians 3:14 italics mine).

In this verse, Paul is talking about pursuing spiritual maturity and intimacy with Christ as the ultimate aim in life. The "upward call" refers to God inviting us and drawing us into deeper relationship with Himself through Christ.

Some key things about this "high calling":

	It is God who initiates the call to a more devoted, mature relationship "Draw me, we will run after thee: the king hath brought me into his chambers: we will be glad and rejoice in thee, we will remember thy love more than wine: the upright love thee” (Song of Solomon 1:4).

	The call comes through our deep connection to Jesus Christ.

	It represents the "goal" and "prize" that Paul presses on toward, indicating its supreme importance.

	There is an upward progression implied, as we shed lesser things and ascend closer to Christ.

So, in summary, this verse presents the passionate pursuit of knowing Jesus Christ in a deep and intimate way as the highest purpose, goal, and calling for the deeper abundant Christian life. As we respond to this high calling, we grow toward spiritual maturity in Him.

In Ephesians 4:13-15, the Apostle Paul writes, "until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of Him who is the head, that is, Christ."

Here, Paul is describing the process of spiritual growth and maturity, which he likens to becoming a "mature body" that is unified in faith and knowledge of Christ. He emphasizes the importance of speaking the truth in love and avoiding deceitful teachings to reach this level of maturity.

Quickly I want to list some passages in the Bible that warn about false teachers and deceitful doctrine:

1.	Matthew 7:15 - "Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves."

2.	Acts 20:29-30 - "I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them."

3.	Romans 16:17-18 - "I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them. For such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, and by smooth talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the naive."

4.	2 Corinthians 11:13-15 - "For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. So it is no surprise if his servants, also, disguise themselves as servants of righteousness. Their end will correspond to their deeds."

5.	Galatians 1:6-9 - "I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel— not that there is another one, but there are some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed."

6.	2 Timothy 4:3-4 - "For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths."

Romans 8:14 asserts, "For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God." This powerful verse reminds us that as believers, we are intimately known as God's children. What an incredible privilege to be sons and daughters of the Lord! As our heavenly Father, He lovingly guides those who belong to Him. His Spirit leads us each step of our journey, transforming us into reflections of Christ's image. Our identity as God's children calls us to obediently align our lives to His perfect will. When we submit to our Father's lead, we experience the depths of His love (John 14:15) and enjoy sweet fellowship with Him. Let us then wholeheartedly follow where His Spirit leads us today. As the mature, may we walk in step with our Heavenly Father and reject all false teaching, refusing to entertain deceitful doctrines that appeal to itching ears.

Similarly, in Revelation 19:7-9, the "Mature Bride" is described as the Church, adorned in fine linen that represents the righteous acts of the saints. This imagery speaks to the idea of the remnant Church as a pure and holy bride that is ready to be united with Christ in marriage. Importantly, this remnant bride represents a subset within the broader Church. As Matthew 25 illustrates in the parable of the wise and foolish virgins, the true remnant walks in intimacy with Christ while the foolish are unprepared. This remnant bride is the "church within the church," a holy and devout people set apart within the larger body of believers. They have refused compromise and false teachers while cultivated through the shed blood of Christ His righteousness and purity of heart, setting themselves apart for the return of the Bridegroom. As we examine the mature bride, we must look inwardly to see if we are walking in wisdom and maturity, prepared to meet Christ. For more on the bride of Christ I recommend my books in the “The Bride of Christ series.”

Our identity in Christ begins with salvation, through which we are born again and receive the gift of eternal life (John 1:12, 13; 3:16; 1 John 3:1). However, our spiritual journey does not end there. We are called to grow and mature into mature Sons and Daughters of God, possessing the authority and responsibility that comes with our inheritance (Rom. 8:14-19; Gal. 4:5-7).

The distinction between being a child of God and a mature Son or Daughter is an important one. While a "teknon" (Greek for child) refers to a newly born believer, a "huios" (Greek for mature son) is an adult heir with the right of access and the responsibility of carrying out the Father's will by being led by Him. They have yielded and learned to crucify the flesh.

Here are some good Scripture references about carrying out the Father's will by being led by Him and yielding/crucifying the flesh:

John 6:38 - "For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me." (Jesus modeling obedience to the Father's will)

Romans 12:1-2 - "I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect." (Discerning and carrying out God's will)

Romans 8:13-14 - "For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God." (Crucifying fleshly desires and being led by the Spirit)

Galatians 5:16-17 - "But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit..." (Walking by the Spirit vs. the flesh)

Galatians 2:20 - "I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me." (The believer's crucifixion with Christ)

As mature Sons and Daughters of God, we are called to carry out the Father's will by being led by the Spirit, just as Jesus modeled obedience to the Father. We have been crucified with Christ so that we would no longer live according to the flesh, but instead be renewed in our minds and discern the perfect will of God. By walking in step with the Spirit, we put to death our fleshly desires and are transformed into Christ's image as beloved, adopted children who have full rights to sonship. Just as Christ came to give us abundant life (John 10:10), He now lives in us by the Spirit, allowing us to partner with Him in fulfilling God's redemptive work on earth. All creation eagerly awaits the full revelation of these mature sons and daughters of God—the ones who yield to be led by the Spirit and co-labor with Christ to carry out the Father's purposes.

John 10:10 "The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly."

The abundant life Jesus promises in John 10:10 is a life of intimate relationship with God, marked by His manifest presence and nearness. It is a life of spiritual depth that comes from choosing communion with Christ above all else, allowing His Spirit to permeate our innermost being. This abundant life manifests within us, filling us with supernatural joy, peace, purpose, and the profound sense of living in harmony with Him.
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