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Chapter one

THE TRIPLE THREAT STRATEGY





The whistle blew, echoing off the gym walls, but ZuZu didn't flinch. She aimed at the basketball with the laser-focus of a scientist looking through a microscope.  She leaped, her locs flying behind her like a superhero's cape, and sent the ball through the net. 
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SWISH! Zuzu made the winning game shot. 

"Clock it!" her teammates cheered.

ZuZu grinned, wiping a bead of sweat from her forehead. To most people, she was just a fifth grader playing a game. But to ZuZu, everything was a puzzle to be solved.

Whether it was a perfect serve, a complex long-division problem, or the exact moment to pull a chocolate cake out of the oven, ZuZu loved to win. 

But as she walked to her locker after practice, her phone buzzed with three notifications that made even her super-brain stall:

1.     Coach Miller: Regional Finals confirmed for Saturday at 10:00 AM. Be there or be square!

2.     Ms. Johnson: Reminder: Innovation Fair setups start Friday at 4:00 PM. Don’t forget your display boards!

3.     The Big Bake-Off: Congratulations, Uzuri! You are a finalist! Judging begins Saturday at 11:30 AM at the Community Center.
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