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The Short Chapter Book Series helps in transitioning beginning readers to more advanced readers and reluctant readers into beginner readers. 

The series also introduces children to different genres.
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Chapter 1: Birthday Wish
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Niki believed fairies were real, and Fairyland was an actual place. When she was in second grade, she asked her best friend, Beth, “Don’t you wish we could see fairies?” 

“You are such a baby,” Beth said. “Fairies aren’t real. They’re made-up people.”

That night, Niki asked her grandmother, “Are fairies made-up people?”

“Fairies are not people, and certainly not made-up people. One needs imagination and vision to believe in them, which most people don’t have,” her grandmother said.

“Are they imaginary?” Niki asked.

“I didn’t say that. Fairies are real, but you need the imagination to believe in them. Fairies have always been around, and that is how we have fairytales.”

Three years later, Niki still believed in fairies, but no longer spoke to others about them. When Beth asked why she had sixteen different Cinderella storybooks and multiple copies of many other fairytales, she said, “I enjoy collecting them. The artwork is cool.”

Niki truly loved looking at the beautiful pictures in the books. But she read fairytales, hoping to find a way to visit Fairyland. She had her mother check out books about fairies from the library. Some of them had words she didn’t understand and had to refer to the dictionary for their meaning. 

When the books did not tell how she could visit Fairyland or meet a fairy, she went to bookshops that sold used books and bought old and musty books about fairies.

One day, Niki had an idea. She would start making a wish to see a fairy. Her tenth birthday was in four months. What better gift than a visit from a fairy?

She closed her eyes and made her wish. “Dear Fairies, far and near, please visit me on my birthday this year.” She also added the date and her address. 

She made the same wish every morning and night and waited eagerly for her birthday, hoping her wish would come true.
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Chapter 2: Getting Ready
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Niki and Beth were cycling in the park. Niki’s birthday was just two days away.

“Guess what I’m getting for my birthday?” Niki asked.

“A rare book about fairies, like 2000 years old or something?”

“No.”

“A rare book about fairies, like 200 years old or something?”

“No!” Niki said, laughing.

“All right. A not-so-rare book about fairies.”

“I’m not getting any book.”

Beth braked to a stop. “What?”

“What’s so strange about that? It isn’t a catastrophe,” Niki said. Reading had given her a love for big words.

“But you always want fairytales! Everyone gives you fairytales. I’ve already bought one for your birthday! Oops! It was supposed to be a surprise!”

“You haven’t ruined the surprise. I knew you would give me a fairytale book.”

“I can’t believe this,” Beth said. “You usually ask your parents for more books.”
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