
        
            
                
            
        


		
			Advance Praise for 
The Sumter Gambit

			“Robert Spencer is a national treasure and one of the few conservative writers whose language and tone rise to the gravity of the future we face. Arm yourself with this insightful, truthful, and immensely disturbing book.”

			–David Horowitz, author The Final Battle: The Next Election Could Be the Last

			 

			“As the leviathan security state becomes ever more nakedly obvious, this book should serve as timely warning for how the right should not respond. Spencer reminds us that to be goaded into violence is exactly what many in the DOJ and FBI want. We must listen to our better angels and know God wins in the end, come what may.”

			–Kara McKinney, Tipping Point Host, One America News Network (OAN)





Also by Robert Spencer

			Confessions of an Islamophobe

			 

			The History of Jihad: From Muhammad to ISIS

			 

			The Palestinian Delusion: The Catastrophic History of the Middle East Peace Process

			 

			Rating America’s Presidents: An America-First Look at Who Is Best, Who Is Overrated, and

			Who Was An Absolute Disaster

			 

			Did Muhammad Exist?: An Inquiry into Islam’s Obscure Origins—Revised and Expanded Edition

			 

			The Critical Qur’an: Explained from Key Islamic Commentaries and Contemporary Historical Research





[image: ]

			




 

			Published by Bombardier Books

			An Imprint of Post Hill Press

			ISBN: 978-1-63758-532-0

			ISBN (eBook): 978-1-63758-533-7

			 

			The Sumter Gambit:

			How the Left Is Trying to Foment a Civil War

			© 2023 by Robert Spencer

			All Rights Reserved

			 

			Cover Design by Matt Margolis

			Interior Design by Yoni Limor

			 

			No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted by any means without the written permission of the author and publisher.

			 

			[image: ../black_vertical.jpg] [image: ]

			Post Hill Press

			New York • Nashville

			posthillpress.com

			 

			Published in the United States of America





 

			 

			 

			 

			 

			 

			Dedicated to every sane American who 
wonders what happened.





Chapter One
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			The Sumter Gambit

			Biden Declares War

			On September 1, 2022, in a nationally televised address, the nominal president of the United States, Joe Biden, declared war on half the country.

			In a dark, threatening speech before an ominous red-and-black background and flanked by two Marines in full dress uniform, Biden declared that “Donald Trump and the MAGA [Make America Great Again] Republicans represent an extremism that threatens the very foundations of our republic.”1 For the first time in American history, a president declared that his primary political opposition was outside the bounds of acceptable political discourse. The message couldn’t have been clearer: The establishment Left, entrenched in power in the United States but deeply afraid of losing that power, was intent on criminalizing political opposition. Dissent from Biden’s agenda and you could end up with the thought police breaking down your door at four a.m.

			Probably more out of historical illiteracy than historical awareness, Biden’s handlers chose the 83rd anniversary of Hitler’s invasion of Poland and the beginning of World War II for Biden’s profoundly disturbing and un-American speech.

			“As I stand here tonight,” Biden declared in front of his ersatz Nazi background, “equality and democracy are under assault. We do ourselves no favor to pretend otherwise.”2 Biden said equality and democracy were under assault, and then he proceeded to assault them. He said he intended to “speak as plainly as I can to the nation about the threats we face,” but he wasn’t referring to China, or Russia, or North Korea, or the Islamic State and al-Qaeda, and certainly not to the woke America haters who infest our public schools, colleges, and universities. No, Biden’s big threat to the nation was Americans who dared to vote against him and reject his policies. Biden came closer to calling for war upon American citizens than any president since Jefferson Davis.

			“Too much of what’s happening in our country today is not normal,” Biden complained. “Donald Trump and the MAGA Republicans represent an extremism that threatens the very foundations of our republic.”3 He immediately drew a distinction between them and the “good” Republicans: “Now, I want to be very clear…up front: Not every Republican, not even the majority of Republicans, are MAGA Republicans. Not every Republican embraces their extreme ideology. I know because I’ve been able to work with these mainstream Republicans. But there is no question that the Republican Party today is dominated, driven, and intimidated by Donald Trump and the MAGA Republicans, and that is a threat to this country.”4

			The point Biden was making was clear: The Republicans who played ball with the globalist, socialist Democrats and allowed them to implement their agenda with just a few quibbles here and there—Mitt Romney, Liz Cheney, Susan Collins, Lisa Murkowski, Adam Kinzinger, and all the rest—were the “good” Republicans. A “good” Republican was one who acted and spoke and voted just like a Democrat, but who had an “R” behind his name. A “bad” Republican was one who offered an actual alternative to the “America Last,” bug-eating, open-borders, Third World socialism that Joe and his henchmen were forcing upon us.

			After making this frankly authoritarian statement, the corrupt senescent liar in the White House had the unspeakable audacity to add: “But I’m an American president—not the president of red America or blue America, but of all America.”5

			No, that was exactly what he wasn’t, not any longer, if he ever was. He effectively resigned from that position with that September 1, 2022, speech. He was not the president of Americans who wanted to see a strong, independent, self-sufficient America and a president who put America and its citizens first. He was at war with those Americans, and only God knew what was coming next.

			“MAGA Republicans have made their choice,” Biden declared. “They embrace anger. They thrive on chaos. They live not in the light of truth but in the shadow of lies.”6 This was the “accuse your enemy of what you’re doing” strategy to a T. He went on to claim that the MAGA Republicans refuse to accept the results of free elections (not a word, of course, about the increasing evidence not only of election fraud but of FBI interference in the 2020 election, and all manner of oddities in the 2022 elections), and, with more of his trademark breathtaking dishonesty and audacity, proclaimed that political violence was unacceptable under any circumstances. Not a word about Nancy Pelosi, Kamala Harris, and all the others who cheered on the Left’s political violence in the summer of 2020. This wasn’t really about democracy and the rule of law at all. It was about criminalizing the legitimate political opposition, something that no previous president had ever dared to do.

			Just days before this speech, Biden had called MAGA Republicanism “semifascism.”7 Fascism was once again on the rise, as it was in the darkest days of the 1930s. Biden’s speech embodied it.

			Back on March 23, 1933, before he became the world’s universal symbol for the embodiment of evil, German chancellor Adolf Hitler spoke before the Reichstag, urging it to pass the Enabling Act, which would give him dictatorial powers. He said that this was urgently needed in light of an imminent threat to the nation. Hitler claimed that in 1918, Marxist organizations had seized power in Germany, leading to “a time of boundless misfortune for Germany, that is to say the working German Volk [people].”8 But he assured the Reichstag deputies that “the German Volk itself has increasingly turned away from concepts, parties, and associations which, in its eyes, are responsible for these conditions.”9

			 

			These were the same rhetorical notes Joe Biden sounded during his ominous speech branding Donald Trump and his supporters as enemies of the state.

			In his Enabling Act speech, Hitler accused the Communists of “pillaging, arson, raids on the railway, assassination attempts, and so on—all these things are morally sanctioned by Communist theory.”10 He also declared that the German people were already in the process of defeating these great enemies. He spoke of “the necessity of thoroughly rejecting the ideas, organizations, and men in which one gradually and rightly began to recognize the underlying causes of our decay.”11 He added: “Filled with the conviction that the causes of this collapse lie in internal damage to the body of our Volk, the Government of the National Revolution aims to eliminate the afflictions from our völkisch life which would, in future, continue to foil any real recovery.”12

			Biden sounded the same notes here again, declaring that the nation was bouncing back despite the best efforts of these internal enemies to destroy it: “American manufacturing has come alive across the heartland, and the future will be made in America—no matter what the white supremacists and the extremists say,” as if America First patriots, whom Biden was busy smearing as white supremacists and extremists, were against American manufacturing.13 “I made a bet on you, the American people,” Biden continued, “and that bet is paying off. Proving that from darkness—the darkness of Charlottesville, of COVID, of gun violence, of insurrection—we can see the light. Light is now visible.”14

			These resonances were real and ominous. For the first time in over two hundred years of American history, a president had declared that his primary political opposition stood outside the bounds of acceptable political discourse. The logical next step was the one Hitler took: He blamed one of his strongest adversaries, the Communist Party, for the Reichstag fire, and outlawed it accordingly. With the Communist deputies barred from being present, the Reichstag passed the Enabling Act, and Germany’s unfortunate fourteen-year experiment with a representative republic was over.

			But that couldn’t possibly happen here, could it? It would be as outlandish and frankly inconceivable as the prospect of a president of the United States standing in front of a couple of Marines and a strongly Nazi-esque backdrop and denouncing his legitimate political opposition as an enemy of the state. Simply could not happen! Not in what leftists piously refer to as “our democracy”!

			The day after this speech, Biden took it all back. Fox News’ Peter Doocy asked Biden: “Do you consider all Trump supporters to be a threat to the country?”15 Biden replied: “I don’t consider any Trump supporter a threat to the country.”16 Yet on September 4, Biden tweeted: “The MAGA agenda represents an extremism that threatens the very foundations of our Republic. It doesn’t respect our Constitution. It doesn’t believe in the rule of law. And it doesn’t recognize the will of the people.”17 The implication was clear: If Americans abandoned the “MAGA agenda,” they would have nothing to fear.

			But what of those who refused to do so?

			The Trump Raid

			Biden’s handlers made clear what was in store for defiant supporters of the former president when the FBI raided the home of the biggest MAGA Republican of all on August 8, 2022.

			When the FBI raided Donald Trump’s home, a key aspect of what made the United States of America great and free was lost, and it likely cannot be recovered. John Adams and Thomas Jefferson detested one another for years before their eventual reconciliation, but neither one ever used the agencies of the U.S. government to hound, persecute, or discredit the other. Other bitter political opponents throughout the history of the republic have never used the government’s own mechanisms of justice to tyrannize their foes.

			With the Trump raid, Joe Biden, Attorney General Merrick Garland, and their henchmen brought America to a new phase of its history, and it is not likely to be one that is marked by respect for the rule of law or defense of the rights of individual citizens. Instead, we are entering an ugly age of authoritarianism, in which the brute force of the state is used to bend the people to the will of the tyrant.

			Trump announced after the raid: “These are dark times for our nation, as my beautiful home, Mar-a-Lago in Palm Beach, Florida, is currently under siege, raided, and occupied by a large group of FBI agents. Nothing like this has ever happened to a president of the United States before. After working and cooperating with the relevant government agencies, this unannounced raid on my home was not necessary or appropriate.”18

			The 45th president is not given to understatement, but the FBI raid on his home was much more than just unnecessary and inappropriate. It was criminal. The FBI that had been heavily involved in trying to frame and destroy Trump in the Russian-collusion hoax was now trying once again to destroy him by claiming that he had improperly taken classified material from the White House. FBI agents never cared when Hillary Clinton misused classified material on a grand scale; what was the difference? They were also likely trying to find something to link him more firmly to the January 6 “insurrection” that never was. The Left’s January 6 narrative was full of holes from the beginning. Trump told the demonstrators to proceed peacefully, the people who entered the Capitol had no weapons, and no one had sketched out any kind of plan to do what the Left continued to claim that Trump was trying to do all along: overthrow the government and rule as a dictator.

			But Joe Biden’s handlers were desperately afraid that Trump would return to the White House on January 20, 2025, and that things would be harder for them the next time than they were during his first term. They were afraid that a vengeful Trump would do a genuine and thorough housecleaning of the desperately corrupt and compromised Washington bureaucracy, and that many of them would—quite justly—end up out of power, and some of them would—even more justly—end up in prison. So they determined to do the same to Trump preemptively. If they couldn’t actually find anything to prosecute him for (and Lord knows they had tried; this was the most investigated, poked, prodded, and scrutinized man in American history, and still those who hated him had nothing), then at the very least, they hoped to taint Trump so completely in the eyes of the distracted and indifferent public that they would have a fighting chance in 2024 even without cheating.

			This was banana republic stuff. This was the kind of thing that moved Woodrow Wilson to intervene militarily in Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, and Nicaragua, explaining: “We are friends of constitutional government in America; we are more than its friends, we are its champions. I am going to teach the South American republics to elect good men.”19 Wilson was an authoritarian scoundrel and one of the worst presidents we have ever endured, but as much as he hated Theodore Roosevelt and feared that the man would be reelected to the presidency in 1920 (instead, Roosevelt died in 1919), Wilson never had rogue government agents raid Roosevelt’s home looking for something they could use to pin some crime on him.

			Merrick Garland had signaled that something like this was in the offing when he emphasized that no one was above the law and anyone could be prosecuted. No one was above that law, that is, except Hillary Clinton, Hunter Biden, and all the FBI officials who were implicated in the Russian-collusion hoax, and all the other leftists who escaped and will continue to escape prosecution because they hold what the elites consider to be acceptable political opinions.

			The two-tier justice system that aggressively prosecutes conservatives while turning a blind eye to leftists who have committed similar or worse crimes is now out in the open. Trump did nothing, but the FBI will find some crime for which the Justice Department will prosecute him. Hillary Clinton and Hunter Biden did a great deal, but none of it matters to corrupt officials who share their worldview.

			The lesson is clear: In America today, in the corrupt kleptocracy of Joe Biden, you have to have the right opinions. Then all doors will open for you, and you can even break laws with impunity and have no fear of prosecution. But if you dare to dissent from the opinions of the elites, prepare to be hounded by the new super-IRS and the weaponized FBI, and you’ll face raids and prison. And who knows what else is coming?

			Many conservatives are saying that this will ensure Trump’s victory in 2024. But what makes them think that this corrupt regime will allow the man whom they fear and hate above all others to return to the White House? It’s clear now: they will stop at nothing.

			This is no longer a republic, except of the banana variety. It may be a republic again someday, but for now, the great American experiment is over. Born July 4, 1776, in Philadelphia; died August 8, 2022, in Mar-a-Lago, at the hands of Joe Biden, Merrick Garland, and FBI director Christopher Wray. These men and their allies are determined not just to defeat their opposition but to destroy it, by provoking a civil war and then using all the power of the state to crush it.

			The Looming Conflict

			Civil war is looming, and the Left wants it, but leftists want patriots to start it. One way they’re trying to make that happen is by the relentless demonization of their opponents. On September 11, 2022, on Meet the Press, Chuck Todd asked Vice President Kamala Harris, “Look, we’re at the twenty-first, um, marking, if you will, of the September 11th attacks. This was a foreign terrorist attacking our democracy, attacking this country. We’re now as a nation battling a threat from within. Is the threat equal or greater than what we faced after 9/11?”20

			Harris could have seized the opportunity to remind Todd and the nation that political dissent was not terrorism; instead, she took Todd’s comparison seriously, although she declined to take Todd’s bait and rank the alleged domestic terror threat higher than the jihad threat. “That’s an interesting question,” Harris parried. “Um, I have held many elected offices, as district attorney, attorney general, senator, now vice president, and there’s an oath that we always take, which is to defend and uphold our Constitution against all enemies, foreign and domestic. We don’t compare the two in the oath, but we know they both can exist, and we must defend against it.”21 She was taking for granted that the nation faced domestic enemies as formidable as the 9/11 terrorists, if not more so. Biden’s speech ten days before had made it clear whom those domestic enemies were.

			Harris’ assumptions were not singular. Far left comedian Kathy Griffin, whose idea of comedy in 2017 was to distribute a photo of herself holding an effigy of Trump’s bloody severed head, tweeted on September 6, 2022: “If you don’t want a Civil War, vote for Democrats in November. If you do want Civil War, vote Republican.”22 When she was called out for this, Griffin resorted to the familiar tactic of projection: “You guys. The maga blue checks are at it again. Because they are constantly threatening Civil War, they are now trying to suggest that I am the one who is threatening a Civil War. Because you know, that’s my thing.”23 She had just threatened civil war two hours before this, but never mind.

			The New York Times made the Left’s thirst for a new civil war clear yet again on August 13, 2022, five days after the Mar-a-Lago raid, when it trumpeted alleged violent responses from conservatives: “The armed attack this week on an F.B.I. office in Ohio by a supporter of former President Donald J. Trump who was enraged by the bureau’s search of Mr. Trump’s private residence in Florida was one of the most disturbing episodes of right-wing political violence in recent months. But it was hardly the only one. In the year and a half since a pro-Trump mob stormed the Capitol, threats of political violence and actual attacks have become a steady reality of American life, affecting school board officials, election workers, flight attendants, librarians and even members of Congress, often with few headlines and little reaction from politicians.”24

			This kind of coverage, however one-sided and tendentious, is designed to give leftist authorities a pretext to crack down hard on political opposition.

			On September 3, 2022, MSNBC guest Roland Martin, a leftist pundit and motivational speaker, condemned Republicans as “evil” and declared, “We are at war with these people.”25 Also on MSNBC on August 18, 2022, network host Tiffany Cross railed against news outlets that offered viewpoints opposing the dominant Left: “You have millions of people tuning into a propaganda network every night. And then, as if that were not bad enough, that’s an extremist network itself, you have these fringe pop-up outlets from OAN to Newsmax, then you have the social media component. That train has left the station. There is no ‘Let’s deal with the rhetoric.’ At this point, I do think we have to have serious conversations around preparing for actual violence.”26

			Cross added: “People keep saying a civil war is coming—I would say a civil war is here. And I don’t mean to be hyperbolic. We can look at what has happened just in the past week alone since all this has happened. We’ve had two people try to declare war with FBI field offices. I don’t think, at this point, we’re going to pack up our bags and go home and sing ‘Kumbaya.’ So, from a law enforcement angle, what would you recommend the infrastructure of the country do? Because not everybody has the security of Capitol Hill.”27

			There is also a great deal of projection and accusing the Left’s enemy of what leftists are actually doing. On June 11, 2022, Representative Jamaal Bowman (Democrat of New York) claimed during an interview on MSNBC that a Republican victory in the November midterm elections would “embolden” the far Right and “white nationalists” who, he said, “have been pushing” for “civil war.”28

			Bowman declared that if the Republicans won, the Democrats’ investigations into what they insisted was an “insurrection” on January 6, 2021, would be “completely suppressed.”29 The Republicans, Bowman said, would “impeach President Biden as quickly as possible, and they will continue to find ways to impeach him going forward.”30 He added, “It would also embolden Republicans and the far right, and white nationalists across the country to begin to believe that it is their time to not just take power in the House but the Senate, the White House, and statehouses across the country.”31

			Bowman explained, “We’ve got to understand that this is a group that has been radicalized by the great replacement myth and many other things, and have been pushing for violence and pushing for even civil war, so that is what’s at stake right now in terms of this election.”32 The “great replacement myth” is the idea that the white population of the United States is being intentionally targeted and replaced by nonwhite migrants. Bowman, who is a person of color, concluded, “Our democracy is hanging by a thread; and black and brown people, our lives are in the balance if these people come back into power.”33

			These statements came as an increasing number of Americans believe we really are headed toward a new civil war in the United States. In April 2022, the far left Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC) conducted a survey that purported to show that 44 percent of the public believes that the United States “seems headed toward a civil war in the near future.”34 That 44 percent included 53 percent of Republicans.

			Bowman, however, was engaged in classic projection tactics. The threat of civil war is real, as is the possibility of racial conflict and general violence. But the threat is coming from his friends and allies on the Left, not the Right. It is the Left that is relentlessly pushing the nation into an ever-deeper crisis.

			We’ve been hearing for so long that America is in deep crisis that the claim has become part of the background noise, the apocalyptic chatter that confronts us everywhere these days, even in weather reports. Yet the claim is becoming increasingly difficult to tune out, because it is ever more obvious that it’s true: America is currently confronting a large number of challenges to its very character as a nation and continued existence.

			While this has been said at many other points in American history—even at times with more truth than hyperbole or campaign blarney—it has never been more true than it is now.

			What’s more, these existential challenges are all unnecessary. They could easily have been avoided. But they have all been provoked, exacerbated, and driven to the point of crisis by the Left.

			The Left is doing nothing less than trying to foment a new American civil war.

			On April 12, 1861, at four thirty a.m., the Confederate States of America began firing on Fort Sumter, a United States Army outpost in the harbor of Charleston, South Carolina, that Union forces had refused to surrender and even dared to supply with provisions.

			The civil war that began at that moment; four years later, 655,000 Americans were dead and the nation was forever changed.

			That war started when the Confederate side forced it to begin. The Southerners had demanded that the Union surrender the fort, which the new president, Abraham Lincoln, refused on the grounds that to do so would be to acquiesce to a rebellion. Then the South warned that even resupplying the fort with food would be considered an act of war. The choice was clear: surrender the fort and accept the secession of the Southern states or go to war.

			And so, the war came. In retrospect, it seemed inevitable to many because the United States had steadily and inexorably become two nations, bitterly divided over the issue of slavery. Yet as deep as the division was between the two Americas at that time, they still largely had a common culture, a common religion, a common heritage, and a common outlook.

			The divisions between the two camps in America today are much wider. The two Americas for the most part have nothing in common beyond a common language, and increasingly, we don’t even have that. And one side, the Left, is relentlessly pushing the conflict on its foes, edging the nation ever closer to a new civil war—a war that it seems to want.

			Call it the Sumter Gambit: the Left’s active efforts to foment a new civil conflict in the United States.

			The United States of America, “one nation, under God, indivisible” according to the Pledge of Allegiance, has effectively become two nations, each hating and fearing the other, locked together under a common government.

			One of these nations still believes that the nation is under God, that the nation is and should be bound by the rule of law, and that that rule of law should apply equally to everyone, regardless of his or her power or privilege. The people in this nation believe that the United States is the greatest country on earth because it has allowed for individual freedom and protected individual rights to the extent that the power of individual creativity led to unprecedented prosperity and made the nation a global power. They revere the Founding Fathers for establishing the parameters of a society and government that has allowed for a flowering of the human spirit to a degree never seen before, and one that has created a more egalitarian society, in which virtually anyone has the opportunity to make something of himself or herself, than the world has ever known.

			Those of us who believe these things acknowledge that the nation is not perfect and that no nation on earth can be perfect, but we maintain that the United States of America has made for a flowering of the human spirit that has never been seen before in history and may never be seen again.

			The other nation lives among us. It is made up of our children, our parents, our coworkers, our peers. It believes that America is not now and never has been the greatest country on earth, and that the United States is more or less monstrous, a corrupt pesthole of injustice and hatred. The people in this nation insist that America was founded on racism, was built on racism, and—to a tremendous degree—is still institutionally racist today. They believe that the justice system, the police, the job market, and more have been and still are rigged in favor of white males. They believe that those white males are responsible for making America not only racist but imperialist, rapacious, and dangerous for racial minorities and the poor.

			These people also believe that despite these and many other faults, America, because it has been relatively peaceful and prosperous, has become the destination of choice for tens of millions and maybe even hundreds of millions economic migrants, and that to turn any of these people away would be even more racist and would reinforce ancient and continuing inequalities.

			They believe that America is far too inhospitable to racial minorities, gays, women, immigrants, and numerous other groups. They believe that white people have created structures that reinforce and perpetuate societal inequalities, and that these institutions must be dismantled in order for the country as a whole to realize the great promise contained in the words of its founding documents, words that the United States of America has never lived up to.

			The people in this nation believe that the Founding Fathers were racist slave owners whose memory should not be revered, and that those who believe that America is the greatest country on earth—that is, the other nation in America today—are ignorant, racist jingoists who are full of hatred for the downtrodden and disadvantaged. Those white supremacist yahoos must be driven out of every position of power and influence, and their places taken by women and people of color, so that a new, diverse, inclusive, harmonious America can dawn upon the world stage. They must be forcibly silenced, for their hate speech only injures people and perpetuates age-old inequities.

			The people in the first nation believe that the second group is made up largely of ignorant, miseducated, and manipulated young people who have been systematically misled by a corrupt educational system that has fallen under the control of those who wish to inculcate hatred and contempt for this nation’s founding principles. They believe that the second group, which enjoys a great deal of political power and cultural influence, will do nothing less than destroy America as a free society if it is able to consolidate its power and destroy its opposition utterly, as it is trying to do now.

			Thus, there are two opposing nations in America today, both of which regard each other with considerable fear and contempt, and both of which believe that the other will destroy everything that is good about the United States if given half a chance. America was this divided before, long ago, but at that time, with some notable exceptions, the two camps were geographically distinct. Today, America may be even more divided than it was then, but the two sides are all mixed up together, scattered across the nation.

			The next few elections will be about which side will have that chance. That is why it is truly a crossroads for the nation as a whole. What’s at stake encompasses virtually every aspect of life: economics, culture, education, even the entertainment industry.

			The playing field, however, is not level. This is not a fight between two evenly matched opponents. One side already controls the White House, both houses of Congress, the educational system, the establishment media, the entertainment industry, the social media giants, and more. Likewise, the political and media elites in Europe and Canada are made up largely of people in this camp.

			The Sumter Gambit is the concerted effort by the Left to administer the coup de grace to its opponents, once and for all. It’s an attempt to push the most extreme policies and ideologies into American public life, while simultaneously labeling any opposition to their overreach as treason.

			While this strategy has been developed for decades, only since the Trump years has it become their central organizing principle—and, indeed, the only governing strategy of the Democratic party. Critical race theory (CRT) in schools, extreme gun-control and abortion laws, and COVID lockdowns and mandates are just a few examples.

			What’s the purpose? To push non-leftist Americans into an impossible corner, where they are forced to choose between giving up their liberty and most dearly held principles, going to jail, or fighting back. When the last becomes the only choice, the Left plans to unleash the entire might of the military-industrial complex to defeat and destroy any vestiges of dissent. Leftists will say they’re forced to do this in order to put down an “insurrection.”

			At that point, we will have the civil war that they have wanted—and have been planning for—since at least the 1960s.

			In the 1960s, leftists began what Communist activist Rudi Dutschke indelibly dubbed “the Long March Through the Institutions.” In China, Communist leader Mao Zedong began the Long March in 1934 to evade nationalist forces; the term, however, came to be associated with his slow, steady, patient rise to power, culminating in the Communist takeover of mainland China in 1949. The Long March Through the Institutions was the same kind of slow, steady takeover, as Communists, leftists, and their allies gradually gained control of America’s colleges and universities, its primary and secondary educational systems, its popular culture, and above all, its ever-growing federal bureaucracy.

			This has created a situation in which those who oppose this multifarious and all-encompassing establishment are universally derided virtually everywhere one turns—in what are supposed to be objective and impartial news broadcasts; in lessons about the nation’s history, present condition, and future prospects at every level of the educational system; in movies, popular music, and more. All of the late-night comedians who host talk shows are part of this camp, and although they hobnob with the political elites, they still posture as if they were plucky outsiders going up against a stultified and stultifying entrenched orthodoxy.

			In fact, the antiestablishment rebels of the 1960s have become the establishment all over the world and are working hard now to consolidate their power and crush all dissent. Although they have been rising to power in all fields for decades, only in recent years, most notably as part of the fallout from the election of Donald Trump as president of the United States in 2016, has the true extent of their hegemony—and the sweep of their future plans—become widely known.

			The 2022 election took place amid greater general awareness of the motives, goals, and general endeavors of this group than for any other election in American history, and yet the left still largely staved off the expected “Red Wave.” Gen Z, people born in the late 1990s and early 2000s, voted for leftists in large numbers. The indoctrination they received at schools and universities all over the country proved effective. Mail-in ballots, ballot harvesting, and other chicanery that is now taken for granted also helped a great deal.

			The Two Americas

			In 2019, 65 percent of Americans identified themselves as Christian, down 10 percent from 2009.35 The number of those who said they were “nothing in particular” grew by 4 percent, to 16 percent of the total population. There is still a sizable percentage of Americans who, despite being subjected to decades of propagandizing to try to compel them to drop traditional values, still hold to their faith. They believe in God, in family, in country. But there is also a growing percentage that believes in a new de facto creed that has developed from an encapsulation of the Left’s pet causes. It’s the Long March Through the Institutions on a yard sign.

			The popular yard sign features a summary of the stated beliefs of the people in the house. There are numerous variations, but most contain these statements: “In this house, we believe: Black Lives Matter / Women’s Rights Are Human Rights / No Human Is Illegal / Science Is Real / Love Is Love / Kindness is Everything.” Other variants include “Health Care Is a Human Right / Diversity Makes Us Stronger / Feminism Is For Everyone / We’re All Immigrants,” and even “Water Is Life.”

			This is indeed the new religion of many leftists today, and so it’s fitting that it is presented as a credo and has the cadences of one. The slogans are designed to allow for no disagreement: After all, virtually everyone agrees that black lives matter, that women’s rights are human rights, that no human is illegal, that science is real, and that love is love. The real agenda of the sign, however, is to push the Left’s causes of racial division and hatred, white guilt, radical feminism, mass migration and open borders, climate change, COVID mythology, and gay marriage and transgender fantasy.

			The paradox of these popular yard signs is that while they proclaim that “kindness is everything,” the people who put them up generally have nothing but contempt and often open hatred for those who don’t believe it wise to embrace all these causes. The division in America today between those who would put up these signs and those who think them silly at best and a statement of falsehoods and propaganda at worst is large, steadily widening, and likely unbridgeable.

			The yard signers believe that anyone who rejects the proposition that “black lives matter” is a racist. If you try to explain that of course black lives matter, but all human beings should be treated equally under the law and no group should be given special favor or privileges, you’ll be accused of ignoring the allegedly systemic inequities of American societies that supposedly make it impossible for black Americans to succeed. If you affirm that women’s rights are of course human rights but deny that this includes the right to take the life of another human being in an abortion, you’ll be accused of misogyny and of being a hidebound defender of the “patriarchy.”

			In a similar vein, no one denies that science is real, but that doesn’t mean that every fashionable assertion made by climate scientists, or by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) about the COVID pandemic, is accurate and should be uncritically accepted. But there are millions who believe otherwise, and indeed, they control virtually all the major positions of influence today, both inside and outside of the government.

			Their hegemony has brought us to the very brink of destruction. This is not hyperbole or hysteria. It is the state of affairs in America as I write this after almost two years of Joe Biden in the White House.

			And we face those problems with our most cherished and important institutions having been corrupted from within. Up until recently, it would have been unthinkable, but one of the numerous catastrophic consequences of the Biden administration’s reign of terror has been a plummeting of trust in once-revered institutions. Former Trump advisor Roger Stone said it in November 2021: “We have a group of politicized thugs…at the top of the FBI who are using the FBI…as Joe Biden’s personal Gestapo.”36

			After the FBI’s raid on Trump’s Mar-a-Lago, Rasmussen Reports surveyed Americans regarding their attitude toward the FBI and reported on August 18, 2021, that “a majority (53%) of voters now agree with Stone’s statement—up from 46% in December—including 34% who [s]trongly [a]gree.”37 That’s an extraordinarily severe credibility problem for the FBI. But will it do anything to correct this impression? Almost certainly not.

			Rasmussen noted that its “new national telephone and online survey” found that “44% of [l]ikely U.S. voters say the FBI raid on Trump’s Florida home made them trust the FBI less, compared to 29% who say it made them trust the bureau more. Twenty-three percent (23%) say the Trump raid did not make much difference in their trust of the FBI.”38

			The news wasn’t all bad for the bureau that the overwhelming majority of Americans once regarded as impervious to corruption and above the political fray. Despite all that Merrick Garland, Christopher Wray, the Steele dossier that was full of false claims about Trump’s supposed collusion with Russia (leading to the entire Russian Collusion hoax), and the undercover-agent-laden (if not undercover-agent-driven) plot against Michigan governor Gretchen Whitmer, and all the unresolved questions about FBI agents’ involvement in the January 6 non-insurrection had done to damage the FBI’s reputation, half of the surveyed voters still had “a favorable impression of the FBI, including 26 percent who have a [v]ery [f]avorable view of the bureau.”39

			It’s hard not to wonder what planet these people are on now that the Russian-collusion business has been definitively exposed as a hoax. On the other hand, former FBI agent Peter Strzok is still claiming that Trump has a Russian passport hidden away in Moscow, so you know what they say, there’s one born every minute.40

			Meanwhile, back on Planet Earth, “forty-six percent (46%) now view the FBI unfavorably, including 29% who have a [v]ery [u]nfavorable impression of the bureau.” The only real question here is why those numbers are still so low, but the Rasmussen survey does indicate that Americans are catching on to how corrupt and politicized Biden’s handlers’ FBI has become: “Fifteen percent (15%) of voters believe FBI Director Christopher Wray is better than most of those who held the job before him, while twice as many (30%) think Wray is worse than most of his predecessors.”

			That’s good, although Wray’s total corruption of the bureau calls into question the conduct of his predecessors in new ways: did the FBI really dig up all that dirt on Martin Luther King Jr., for example, or did rogue feds cook it all up themselves? We may never know. But for over a third of the electorate, all is well, and the feds were still as unimpeachable as ever: “Thirty-eight percent (38%) think Wray’s performance is about the same as most previous FBI directors, and another 18% are not sure.”41

			Meanwhile, Democrats, heedless of the fact that a rogue, lawless authoritarian government could one day turn on them, were popping the corks over the Mar-a-Lago raid: “Approval of the FBI, including its raid on Trump’s Mar-a-Lago estate, is highest among Democratic voters. Seventy-five percent (75 percent) of Democrats now have a favorable opinion of the FBI, up from 63 percent in December. Only 30 percent of Republicans now view the FBI favorably, down from 38 percent in December; nearly half (49 percent) of GOP voters now have a [v]ery [u]nfavorable impression of the FBI.”42 Independents were becoming disenchanted with the feds also: “Among voters not affiliated with either major party, 45 percent have a favorable impression of the FBI and 50 percent view the bureau unfavorably.”43

			These results were tied directly to the raid itself: “Fifty percent (50%) of Democrats say the FBI’s recent raid on Trump’s home made them trust the FBI more, but 70% of Republicans say the Mar-a-Lago raid made them trust the FBI less. Among unaffiliated voters, 46% say the raid on Trump made them trust the FBI less, while 18% said it made them trust the FBI more and 29% say the Trump raid did not make much difference in their trust of the FBI.”44 Half the Democrats said they trusted the FBI more after it raided Trump’s house.

			The support for the idea that FBI agents are now Biden’s enforcer squad is also sharply divided along party lines: “Seventy-six percent (76%) of Republicans agree with Roger Stone’s quote about the FBI leadership using the bureau as ‘Joe Biden’s personal Gestapo,’ while 57% of Democrats disagree. Among unaffiliated voters, 49% agree with the ‘Gestapo’ quote, 38% disagree and another 14% are not sure.”45

			Will the FBI ever get its reputation back? It will on the day that it starts administering impartial justice, as Merrick Garland boasted that it did. But that day doesn’t look as if it’s going to come around anytime soon.

			What Can Be Done?

			A great deal is at stake in the upcoming elections. Yet elections alone cannot solve America’s problems. America’s troubles are extremely deep-rooted, and they didn’t spring up overnight; the seeds of today’s headlines were planted as far back as when the Long March Through the Institutions began, and even before that. Many, if not most, of our problems as a nation revolve around what is generally known as the “culture war,” a war that is being fought on many battlefields and which has been waged during Republican and Democratic presidential administrations alike, as well as while both Republicans and Democrats have been in control of the Senate and the House of Representatives. The culture war will rage on no matter which party is in control of the various branches of government and will advance even in the face of attempts to stop it.

			Leftists today have embraced insanity on a large scale, and insanity cannot be reasoned with, but since this fantasy and falsehood is being pushed on Americans so relentlessly, it has to be answered point by point or it will gain traction. But some of the difference between the Left and those who reject it stems from differing core assumptions: belief in God (to be sure, many Leftists believe in a God or gods, but generally one made in their own image), and an ordered universe versus belief in matter alone, moral absolutism versus moral relativism, an ethos of respect for all people versus a valuation of people based on their alignment with one’s own principles. At certain points, there is no reasoning; there is only action to safeguard ourselves and our children from the sinister influences of those who would recruit them for a life that would ultimately lead them to physical and moral ruin. For that is all too often the progression of moral relativists who follow their principles.

			Leftists like to call themselves “progressives,” a name that has come to be favored because it gives their pet programs and policies an air of inevitability. History, they will tell us, is progressing in the direction they want, and those who oppose their agenda will find themselves “on the wrong side of history.” Leftists are patient and even complacent in the face of what they see as this historic inevitability, although that complacency never manifests itself as passivity. If they don’t get what they want in this election, or from this president, they will get it from the next. They never give up on their program or agenda, no matter how often or thoroughly they are defeated.

			In the face of that, many patriotic Americans who reject the Left’s program and agenda are tempted to be discouraged and to see the upcoming elections as not promising much relief from the Left’s relentless assault upon American culture, history, identity, and more.

			However, those who reject the Left’s idea of an inevitable historical progression should also reject the Left’s collectivism and recover a sense of the power of the individual. Imaginative, intelligent, courageous individuals have made a decisive difference at numerous points in American history. The nascent republic might not have survived without George Washington, a figure who was acceptable to all factions and respected by everyone, and who was able to navigate through numerous difficulties with consummate skill. If Abraham Lincoln had not been elected president in 1860, the Civil War might not have started at that point, the intractable problems the nation was facing at that point would have remained unresolved, and the entire history of slavery and race relations in this country would have been different. It is virtually impossible to imagine World War II in America without Franklin Delano Roosevelt. In the 1970s and 1980s, only one man, Ronald Reagan, saw that the Soviet Union was in imminent danger of demise and needed only a bit of pushing to meet its downfall.

			Those were all presidents, but the same thing can be said of innumerable key figures inside and outside of the government. Every individual has a huge effect on those around him or her, for better and for worse. How different America would be today if Thomas Edison, Henry Ford, Robert Oppenheimer, Martin Luther King, or Elvis Presley had never lived. The power of the individual is so massive that every election in the United States and elsewhere could be absolutely pivotal. This nation’s problems didn’t spring up overnight and won’t be solved overnight, but if the right people are elected—people with clear vision and sound values—an immense amount of what seems to many (above all, to leftists themselves) to be the inevitable march of the Left to total victory and absolute dominance can be stopped.

			This book is an exploration of how drastically America has gone wrong, and what we can and must do to put the nation right. The nation is still full of people who hold to Judeo-Christian values, who believe men are men and women are women and reject the Left’s sexual politics, who believe that the nation’s laws should apply to everyone equally without fear or favor, and who don’t think it either wise or productive for America to become the new home of everyone in the world who wishes to make the move. There are still Americans who believe in American exceptionalism in the sense that America is or should be a uniquely just and free society, outside of the control by arrogant elites and super wealthy oligarchs.

			The next election, and likely several elections after that as well, will be the arena of the showdown between the individualists and the collectivists, the pious and the libertines, the patriots and the internationalists, the free people and the socialists. Everything, truly everything, is at stake.

			How This Book Works

			Every chapter in this book after this one is divided into three unequal parts. The first, “How We Got Here,” is a capsule summary of how the crisis discussed in the chapter came about. The second and longest section of each chapter, “The Crisis: Where We Are Now,” is an in-depth discussion of some important aspects of each crisis about which many Americans—indeed, far too many—remain largely unaware, and which is part of the Left’s Sumter gambit: its efforts to push the nation into a new civil war.

			There are other crises that America faces—the question of election integrity being an all-consuming one—but the eight that are outlined in this book involve deep questions of who we are and where we are going, as a people and as a nation. It is on that basis that they were chosen for this volume.

			Then follows a section entitled “The Gambit,” which sketches out how this particular gambit of the Left could lead to a new civil war—how it could be a new Fort Sumter. Each of these sections also includes a brief plan of action. These sections are intentionally brief, giving just a broad outline of what must be done, because each person will find his or her own plan of action within the sphere of his or her own talents, abilities, level of commitment, and more. Brief they may be, however, the suggestions included in each chapter are indispensable. If the actions are not taken, all will be lost, sooner or later. The Sumter Gambit will be tried and will succeed. This is not because I am so wise as to offer inescapable prescriptions; I’m not. This is because my suggestions are simple common-sense suggestions for a way out of these crises and back to sanity. If we do not take that path, no good will come to us.





Chapter Two

			[image: ]

			The Political Gambit

			How We Got Here

			Both leftists and those who oppose them are issuing dark warnings these days about how our freedom, our democracy (a favored leftist locution; it’s actually a republic), and our very way of life are hanging in the balance. That is absolutely true. However, on one side there are Americans who are trying to preserve the nation as a republic that respects the freedom of its citizens, while on the other side, there are powerful forces telling Americans that their very freedoms are the problem, and that the nation and the world at large need to be radically remade.

			Those who wish to remake it are a deeply entrenched elite class made up of leftists who have contempt for America’s traditions and heritage, and who are bent on imposing their agenda upon the nation and the world. They are pursuing the implementation of that agenda even at the expense of carrying out the responsibilities they have been given, and even at the expense of the republic itself, for they are engaged in nothing less than an effort to criminalize their opposition and allow only their viewpoint to be aired in the United States.

			This has been a long time coming. As the Alger Hiss case confirms, the far left had operatives at the top levels of the American government as far back as the 1930s. Hiss was a State Department official in the 1930s and 1940s who was unmasked as a Communist operative in the late ’40s. Despite all the evidence against him, which earned him a jail stint for perjury (the statute of limitations had run out for espionage charges), Hiss and his defenders, including people of the stature of former first lady Eleanor Roosevelt, continued to insist that Hiss was innocent—the victim of a frame-up by an unscrupulous and ambitious young congressman named Richard M. Nixon. While that case in itself shows that leftists have suffered setbacks, they were never entirely removed from positions of power, and patiently, gradually extended their influence. The Vietnam War in the 1960s made open anti-Americanism fashionable and mainstream on the American Left and became the impetus for a general cynicism toward patriotism and any attachment to American values to be imparted to the wider culture.

			The radicalization of the Democratic Party began with William Jennings Bryan, its candidate for president in 1896, 1900, and 1908 (he lost all three times), and the linchpin of its transformation from a party defending the states’ rights against the federal government into a party of big government and ever-increasing federal power. Bryan was also largely responsible for being one of the first to advance the now near-ubiquitous conflation of charity for the downtrodden with government action ostensibly to aid them. This became U.S. government policy—and the Democratic Party mainstream—with Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal beginning in 1933. Lyndon Johnson’s Great Society programs in the 1960s further mainstreamed the idea that it was the government’s right, and indeed its responsibility, to provide a massive welfare safety net that went way beyond providing aid to those in desperate financial straits.

			Then the nomination of a far-left antiwar candidate, South Dakota senator George McGovern, for president in 1972 represented the legitimization and mainstreaming of Vietnam-era anti-Americanism in the Democratic Party. When McGovern suffered a catastrophic defeat, the party appeared to tack to the right, nominating a supposedly centrist Southerner, Georgia governor Jimmy Carter, in 1976, but the far left had captured the party, and has never let it go since. The Democrats’ rhetoric became increasingly shrill: Those who opposed its big-government program were racists, bigots, xenophobes, and worse. Over time, this became more than a talking point; it became the entirety of the Democrats’ response to their opponents.

			By the beginning of the third decade of the twenty-first century, leading Democrats such as Vermont senator and perennial presidential candidate Bernie Sanders and Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (Democrat of New York) were openly socialist, and contempt for the flag and American principles was mainstreamed as a rejection of the “systemic racism” that supposedly permeates American society. And now the tables have been turned: The antipatriots are accusing the patriots of antipatriotism. It is a common view of mainstream Democrats today that this systemic racism must be dismantled, and that the purveyors of this “hate speech” must be forcibly silenced. They are, we are told, “insurrectionists” who are threatening the very foundations of our existence as a free society, or as Democrats like to refer to it, “our democracy.”

			These accusations progressed in earnest with the January 6 “insurrection,” the subject of protracted and multifaceted investigations that have done nothing beyond confirming that there was no insurrection at all. There was no ringleader, no plan, no weaponry, and no goal. But the Left is attempting to use the events of January 6, 2021, to portray essentially all supporters of Donald Trump as “insurrectionists,” and to exclude them from the political process as a result.

			A key element of the January 6 hysteria was a smearing of Trump’s supporters, portraying them as terrorists on par with al-Qaeda and ISIS.

			The Crisis: Where We Are Now

			On January 16, 2021, eight days after Twitter banned Donald Trump, who was still president of the United States, NBC’s Mehdi Hasan counted down five reasons supporting the claim that “the far-right domestic terror threat is more dangerous than even Al Qaeda after 9/11.”46 Hasan included this: “Al Qaeda didn’t have the president of the United States or his daughter inciting them or praising them during the attacks as ‘special people’ and ‘American Patriots.’”47 He added: “Al Qaeda wasn’t umbilically connected to the U.S. conservative moment and the GOP; didn’t have sympathizers in the House GOP caucus who spoke at its rallies and offered cover for them.”48

			Such comparisons weren’t limited to the media. Former CIA officer Kevin Carroll wrote on February 1, 2021: “We defeated al Qaeda and can do the same to the fascist thugs who attacked our democracy last month. But only if we take similar hard measures against the enemy within.”49 Who was that enemy within? Another former CIA official, Robert Grenier, said on February 2, 2021, that “even at the seeming height of the crisis immediately after 9/11, there really weren’t that many members of al-Qaida in Afghanistan.”50 He was making the point that the actual January 6 “insurrectionists” shouldn’t be the sole target of law enforcement authorities; rather, Grenier said what had to be done was “to remove the supportive environment in which they were able to live and to flourish.”51

			The implication was unmistakable: The “supportive environment” in which the alleged insurrectionists could “flourish” was the company of law-abiding Americans who supported Trump and disliked Biden and his colleagues.

			January 6 gave the Left’s efforts to stigmatize and ultimately criminalize conservatives a new impetus, but it didn’t start there. On August 4, 2019, leftist media personality and former CNN host Reza Aslan tweeted: “The President is a white nationalist terror leader. His supporters—ALL OF THEM—are by definition white nationalist terror supporters. The MAGA hat is a KKK hood. And this evil, racist scourge must be eradicated from society.”52

			Then on November 5, 2020, Wajahat Ali, an op-ed writer for the New York Times, offered the Biden camp some advice: “Biden/Harris needs to establish a war room just for media and messaging. You have treat [sic] the Republican Party and right wing media as the increasingly extremist group that they are. Biden has to heal the nation, court the voters, but the right wing movement is hostile.”53

			The following day, the Washington Post’s Jennifer Rubin, who was once promoted as a conservative, declared: “Any R now promoting rejection of an election or calling to not to [sic] follow the will of voters or making baseless allegations of fraud should never serve in office, join a corporate board, find a faculty position or be accepted into ‘polite’ society. We have a list.”54

			These were the Left’s voices of reason. Then there was novelist D. C. Petterson, who tweeted on November 8, 2020: “Oh, the crimes of the Trump Reich must be punished. We need a Truth and Reconciliation Commission, or a series of Nuremberg Trials, or an extradition treaty with The Hague. That’s a necessary first step.”55

			Many other respected leftist spokespeople expressed enthusiastic support not only for deplatforming Trump but for silencing people who agreed with him. On February 22, 2021, Biden’s then attorney general nominee, Merrick Garland, who took office on March 11, declared that domestic terrorism was “more dangerous” than it had been even at the time of the 1996 Oklahoma City bombing. Garland promised to investigate not only the January 6 Capitol “rioters” but the “aiders and abettors who were not present on January 6.”56 These terms were elastic enough to encompass virtually anyone who supported Trump. And Garland proceeded accordingly.

			Imagine a country that imprisons peaceful protestors on false charges of participating in an attempt to overthrow the government as part of a greater effort to discredit and ultimately criminalize all opposition to the ruling party’s agenda. People who entered a public building when police held the door open for them are being held in solitary confinement and given draconian punishments far out of proportion to what they actually did.57 This is the sort of thing that happens in Third World countries. This is the sort of thing tinpot dictators do in banana republics, where the rulers gain power by underhanded means and have no respect for due process, the rule of law, or the rights of their citizens. Yet all this and worse is happening right now in the land of the free and the home of the brave, where up until quite recently, it all would have been unthinkable.

			Take, for example, the case of Matthew Perna, who traveled from his home in Pennsylvania to Washington on January 6, 2021, to protest the widely reported election irregularities.58 He pleaded guilty on December 9, 2021, to entering the Capitol and committed suicide on February 25, 2022, while awaiting sentencing.

			Perna’s obituary tells an appalling story of injustice and railroading. Perna, it says, “attended the rally on January 6, 2021, to peacefully stand up for his beliefs.”59 He was no revolutionary or radical activist: “After learning that the FBI was looking for him, he immediately turned himself in.”60 What had he done on January 6 to attract the attention of the FBI? Nothing much: “He entered the Capitol through a previously opened door (he did not break in as was reported) where he was ushered in by police. He didn’t break, touch, or steal anything. He did not harm anyone, as he stayed within the velvet ropes taking pictures.”61

			The government, however, was bent on portraying him and others like him as an “insurrectionist,” and destroying his life accordingly. The obituary adds: “The constant delays in hearings, and postponements dragged out for over a year. Because of this, Matt’s heart broke and his spirit died, and many people are responsible for the pain he endured. Matt did not have a hateful bone in his body. He embraced people of all races, income brackets, and beliefs, never once berating anyone for having different views.”62

			Perna’s aunt, Geri Perna, said of Matthew: “They broke him. They mentally broke him. He had run out of hope. I know he couldn’t take it anymore.”63

			Compare the treatment of Perna and the other January 6 scapegoats to the treatment of Quintez Brown, a Black Lives Matter activist who shot at Louisville, Kentucky, mayoral candidate Craig Greenberg. Journalist Miranda Devine notes that Brown was “portrayed sympathetically by the media and immediately bailed out of jail by his Black Lives Matter comrades, who crowdfunded the $100,000 cost.”64 Devine adds that Brown is a “celebrated gun control advocate, anointed as a rising star by the Obama Foundation, he was an honored guest on Joy Reid’s MSNBC show. He was granted a biweekly opinion column in the Louisville Courier-Journal to spew boilerplate leftist, race-based, anti-cop sentiment.”65 Brown had, Devine says, “BLM privilege.”66 Indeed.

			In America, we no longer have a single justice system for all people, regardless of race, power, privilege, or the protected victimhood status they may have among the leftist intelligentsia. We no longer have a justice system that is indifferent to and independent of political pressure. The politically and culturally dominant Left is not content with the massive power and influence it wields now; it is determined to silence all opposition and destroy it utterly.

			We have seen the totalitarian impulse of the far left play out in revolutionary France, as well as in the Soviet Union, Communist China, democratic Kampuchea, Fidel Castro’s Cuba, and a host of other places. In every one, the judiciary serves as a tool of the political elites, who wield it in order to prosecute, persecute, and obliterate their opposition. American schools used to teach that our system has a series of built-in checks and balances that would prevent that kind of tyranny from developing.

			But now the schools focus on teaching that the Founding Fathers were evil slave owners and the system they created is just another vehicle of white privilege to be dismantled. By the time the fanatics they have indoctrinated get around to dismantling that system altogether, doing so will be just a formality. The Left has long since hollowed out the system and rendered its safeguards meaningless. The persecution of the January 6 defendants proves that.

			Yet for all the use they have attempted to make of it, the results of investigating the January 6 “insurrection” didn’t work out quite the way the Democrats obviously had hoped: Trump wasn’t convicted in his second Stalinist impeachment show trial, no one was charged with orchestrating or participating in any “insurrection,” and the witch hunt to demonize and marginalize Trump and his supporters as “white supremacists” who pose an imminent threat to our “democracy” (it’s a republic) was implausible from the beginning. But that didn’t stop the establishment Left from pursuing it. Three ferociously partisan retired generals were thinking ahead when they published an op-ed in the Washington Post in December 2021 warning that those dastardly Trump supporters would certainly stage an “insurrection” in 2024, so the military must start preparing now to “preserve our democracy”—that is, destroy our republic.

			Paul D. Eaton, a retired U.S. Army major general and senior adviser to the far-left group VoteVets; Antonio M. Taguba, a retired Army major general; and Steven M. Anderson, a retired Army brigadier general, begin their manipulative and disingenuous piece by noting that “the first anniversary of the deadly insurrection at the U.S. Capitol” is approaching.67

			They don’t bother to mention, of course, that the insurrection was deadly only for Ashli Babbitt, a Trump supporter. Nor do they bother to remind their Post audience, which wouldn’t have wanted to hear it anyway, that the supposed “insurrectionists” were unarmed and were let into the Capitol by guards, and that no evidence of some premeditated coup attempt has emerged or is likely to emerge.68

			Facts, however, are not the order of the day at the Washington Post, and so Eaton, Taguba, and Anderson write that “we—all of us former senior military officials—are increasingly concerned about the aftermath of the 2024 presidential election and the potential for lethal chaos inside our military, which would put all Americans at severe risk.”69 Lethal chaos would be just the warm-up. “In short,” the generals continue, “we are chilled to our bones at the thought of a coup succeeding next time.”70
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