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SUPREME COURT BUILDING, 400 Royal Street

The Louisiana Supreme Court building, a hulking Beaux-Arts marble monument, is an architectural anomaly between Royal and Chartres Streets, in a corner of the French Quarter densely packed with late 18th and early 19th century masonry and stucco buildings. The site has an intriguing past. The Supreme Court first convened not here, but nearby in the Presbytere. In 1804, after the purchase of the Louisiana territory by the United States, the Superior Court of the Territory of Orleans, the court of the colonial French tradition, was transformed into the Louisiana Supreme Court. The new court was convened for the first time in 1813. (Billings 2). The Court was housed in the Presbytere from this time until 1862, when confederate New Orleans was taken by Union troops. For six years the court was held in Shreveport, before being moved back to the Vieux Carre, this time in [image: image]

the Cabildo. It was housed in the Cabildo until 1901, and during this time heard 

The Supreme Court while housed in the Cabildo

many important cases, including the famous segregation case Plessy V. Ferguson, and the Myra Gaines Case, the longest running lawsuit in American history, over women’s rights to inherited property. (Wood 62)  

As far back as 1891 the need for the court to have its’ own building was known. This was expressed in a Times-Picayune editorial article, which pled, “it is urgent that something be done by the present municipal authorities to give New Orleans its first modern courthouse” (timeline). In 1898 prominent members of the Louisiana Bar Association united to lobby the Louisiana Legislature for the cause. The Courthouse Commission was established by legislature in 1902 to oversee acquisition of a new courthouse site for both the Supreme and Civil District courts and was provided $200,000 from the state and $375,000 from the city for such. In 1904 the city provided $750,000 more in bonds (Billings 10).
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