
  
    [image: Passion’s Promise]
  



  	
	    
	      Also by Sapphic Shelley

	    

      
	    
          
	      Contemporary Sapphic Romances

          
        
          
	          Passion's Promise

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Gaslamp Bedtime

          
        
          
	          Mina & Evelyn

          
        
          
	          Mina, X, & Evelyn

          
        
          
	          Brenda & Tina

          
        
          
	          Brenda, Tina &  X

          
        
          
	          3-Book-Bundle: Mina & Evelyn - Mina, X & Evelyn - Brenda & Tina

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Lesbian Gothic Romance

          
        
          
	          Mistress of Blackwood

          
        
          
	          Whispers of the Forgotten

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Lesbian Ladies have Fun

          
        
          
	          Velvet Chains at Midnight Masquerade: 5 Sweet Steamy Short Sapphic Stories

          
        
          
	          Sultry Nights

          
        
          
	          Ladie's Pavilion

          
        
          
	          Sapphic Heat

          
        
          
	          3-Book Bundle: Sapphic Heat -Sultry Nights - Ladies Pavilion

          
        
          
	          3-Book Bundle: Discovering Our Desires - Brenda, Tina, &  X - Passion’s Promise

          
        
          
	          Manhattan Desires

          
        
          
	          No One Needs to Know

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Lesbian Steamy Love Series

          
        
          
	          Crafting a Fantasy

          
        
          
	          Hands On Instruction

          
        
          
	          Forbidden Fruit

          
        
          
	          Lesbian Steamy Love Series Books 1, 2, 3, & 4.

          
        
          
	          First Sapphic Love

          
        
          
	          Sapphic Ink :Tattooed Bride

          
        
          
	          Unbroken Bonds

          
        
          
	          Discovering Our Desires

          
        
          
	          Colors Of Love

          
        
          
	          3-Book Bundle: Colors of Love - First Sapphic Love - Unbroken Bonds

          
        
          
	          The Bawdy Suffragettes

          
        
          
	          Christmas Cabin Confessions

          
        
          
	          Christmas Scandal

          
        
          
	          Snowed in Desires

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Sapphic Second Chances

          
        
          
	          When We Meet Again

          
        
          
	          Hidden Love

          
        
          
	          Whispers of Us

          
        
          
	          Love's Second Act

          
        
          
	          Sapphic Second Chances 3-Book Bundle: Whispers of Us - When We Meet Again - Love’s Second Act

          
        
          
	          Unfinished Christmas

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Standalone

          
        
          
	          3-Book Bundle: Christmas Scandal - Unfinished Christmas - Christmas Cabin Confessions

          
        
      

      
    
    


  
    
      PASSION’S PROMISE

      
        CONTEMPORARY SAPPHIC ROMANCES

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

    

    
      
        SAPPHIC SHELLEY

      

    

    
      
        
          [image: Ink Pour]
        

      

    

  


  
    
      Copyright © 2023 by Sapphic Shelley

      All rights reserved.

      No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems, without written permission from the author, except for the use of brief quotations in a book review.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            FOREWORD

          

        

      

    

    
      Nineteen-year-old Jaqueline is a skilled carpenter's apprentice who spends her days crafting beautiful pieces of furniture and dreaming of her MILF teacher.  Her persistence pays off, and she finally gets the chance to explore her deepest desires with the woman of her dreams. This story is a bold exploration of sexuality and identity, a powerful reminder that sometimes, the things we want most in life require us to take risks and push beyond our comfort zones.
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        Jackie seeks solace in the world of BDSM as Nina expertly guides her through intensely pleasurable - and emotional - scenes, Jackie discovers a newfound sense of liberation, strength, and hope amidst her pain. But opening her heart again after loss comes with risks. Can Jackie embrace the possibilities of a new love while still honoring the past? Or will the ghosts of her trauma close her off from the chance at happiness once more?

        Surrender to the magnetic pull between two complex women seeking connection in this stirring lesbian romance that proves it's never too late to take a chance on love. As Jackie explores the intoxicating highs and vulnerable lows of intimacy on her journey toward healing, that just might forge a bond that defies heartbreak itself.
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        * * *

      

      The room was dimly lit, the only source of light coming from a small bedside lamp as Jackie sat on the edge of her unmade bed, her eyes staring blankly at the wooden floor beneath her feet. The weight of uncertainty and self-doubt pressed heavily on her chest, making it difficult to breathe. She couldn't shake the thoughts that swirled around in her head, causing her heart to race with each passing moment.

      Jackie's short dark hair was a tangled mess, evidence of her restless tossing and turning throughout the night. Her once vibrant green eyes were now bloodshot and framed by dark circles, a clear indication of her sleepless nights and inner turmoil. The pained expression on her face revealed the emotional distress she was experiencing.

      Her usually pristine white tank top was now wrinkled and stained, and her carpenter's jeans lay discarded on the floor beside her. As she ran her fingers through her disheveled hair, she couldn't help but feel lost in the chaos of her thoughts. Her body longed for release, for the comfort of Marissa's touch, but her mind rebelled against the very thought, entangling her further into the web of uncertainty.

      "Damn it," she muttered under her breath, frustrated by her inability to make sense of her feelings. The conflict within her seemed insurmountable, and the more she tried to understand it, the more tangled it became.
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        * * *

      

      Jackie closed her eyes, allowing the memories to wash over her. She saw herself at the workshop, completely absorbed in her work as she meticulously crafted intricate designs on a wooden chest. Marissa had been there, watching her with a predatory gaze, fueling Jackie's desires and fanning the flames of their forbidden attraction.

      "Your hands... they're so skilled," Marissa had whispered huskily, her breath hot against Jackie's ear. The sultry words sent shivers down her spine, igniting a fire deep within her core.

      "Marissa," Jackie pleaded, her voice trembling with need and uncertainty. "I don't know if I can do this."

      "Trust yourself, Jackie," Marissa had urged, her voice laced with desire. "Give in to what you want."

      Jackie's heart raced as she recalled the taste of Marissa's lips on hers, the way their bodies had intertwined in a passionate dance of lust and exploration. The memory was intoxicating, but it also brought with it the stinging recollection of pain and loss – moments when Jackie's heart ached, and she questioned everything she thought she knew about herself.

      "Please, don't leave me," she had sobbed into Marissa's shoulder, clinging desperately to the woman who had come to mean so much to her. "I can't lose you."

      "Shh, Jackie," Marissa had soothed, her fingers tracing circles on Jackie's back. "I'm not going anywhere."

      But despite Marissa's reassurances, doubt gnawed at Jackie's insides like a relentless itch she couldn't scratch. Would Marissa still be there when the passion faded? What would happen when the novelty of their secret relationship wore off? These questions haunted her, leaving her vulnerable and exposed.

      "God, why is this so damn hard?" Jackie muttered, clenching her fists as her body trembled with frustration. Her inner conflict raged like a storm, threatening to tear her apart from the inside out.

      "Because love is never easy," a voice whispered in her head, sounding suspiciously like Marissa's. "Especially when it's worth fighting for."

      Her thoughts swirled like a turbulent whirlpool, dragging her deeper into the churning waters of doubt and desire. Jackie was caught in the current, unable to break free from the pull of her emotions. The weight of her doubts bore down on her, suffocating her with their intensity.

      "Help me," she whispered, her voice barely audible. "Help me understand what to do."
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        * * *

      

      "Is it even worth it?" Jackie questioned aloud, her voice cracking under the strain of her emotions. She paced back and forth in her small bedroom, her bare feet making soft thuds against the hardwood floor. The dim light from the bedside lamp cast shadows on the walls that seemed to dance and mock her with each step she took.

      "Am I just chasing a fantasy? What if this all blows up in my face?" The risks were evident. Pursuing Marissa meant jeopardizing their careers, her marriage, and potentially destroying the bond they had built so far. Jackie's hands trembled as she considered the sacrifices she had already made - pushing her own limits, compromising her beliefs, and stepping into uncharted territory.

      "Are you really going to give up now?" a defiant part of her argued. "After everything you've gone through?" She recalled the rush of forbidden pleasure, the intimacy shared, and the deep connection they had forged despite the obstacles. The memories enveloped her like a lover's embrace, igniting a fire within her that burned brighter than any doubt.

      "Marissa...I can't help but want you," she admitted to herself. But the fear of rejection loomed large, casting a dark cloud over her heart. Just the thought of losing Marissa, of having her turn away in disgust or disappointment, was enough to bring tears to her eyes.

      "Damn it, I can't let these fears control me!" Jackie growled, slamming her fist against the wall. The sharp pain that shot through her hand served as a grounding reminder that she was still here, still fighting for what she desired most.
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