
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


When Silence Wears Chains

Poems and Prose on Racism — An African Voice

by Edward Kelvin Kamara
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To every African whose story has been silenced, and every voice rising in defiance.

Introduction

Racism does not always arrive with sirens.

Sometimes it whispers in systems. Sometimes it hides in silence. Sometimes, it wears a smile.

I did not grow up in chains. I did not stand on auction blocks. But I carry their memory in my skin, in my accent, in how the world responds to my presence.

This book was not written for pity. It was written because silence is a cage. And writing is how I unchain my voice.

These poems come from the heart of Africa, but they speak across oceans — to every Black child who’s ever been told they were too much, to every ancestor erased, to every system built to forget us.
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