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Chapter 1 Maggie’s Life & Times

Maggie was a young fairy. She was still too young for puberty. Just about 30. Her childhood hadn’t been a bad one. One she didn’t regret. But that all changed rapidly when the wicked elves ran through her forest and wrecked havoc on her small world.

There was no real warning. At least the centaurs didn’t mind the fairies living in the forests. Fairies and centaurs had learned to co-exist a long time ago. They could agree to look after the plants and animals together when their homes were so close to each other’s. Or they took care of their areas by themselves. There were no fights over territory between fairies and centaurs. They could share when they agreed how the plants and animals needed to be care for. Typically they did agree how the forest should be cared for. At least in general. Sometimes the specifics and smallest details weren’t exactly the same. Yet, they didn’t mind those disagreements.

But some elves weren’t so nice. They were wicked. They killed and caused all sorts of trouble and destruction wherever they went. They thought it was a way to prove their warrior prowess by killing centaurs, fairies, dragons and even other elves without giving them any warning. It was cruel.

Maggie was practicing her magic when the wicked elves came running into the forest with weapons drawn. Fairies screamed. Some flew away. Centaurs ran to the scene. There was lots of shouting. Animals fled the area. It was a cacophony in the forest.

Maggie gasped as she watched the horror. Her wings beat faster and she found herself flying upwards out of the way of the wicked elves. No one seemed to notice her. She saw her family and friends murdered in front of her. Tears streamed down her face. She didn’t stop her descent. She just wanted to get away far away from the horrific scene.

Eventually, she stopped rising. She was nearly as high as the tallest trees. She grabbed a trunk and held on. She couldn’t stop watching through her tears. She knew there was nothing she could do. She couldn’t help anyone. She wasn’t sure she could help herself either.

The wicked elves cheered themselves once they had thought they killed all the fairies and centaurs as they were able to find. They soon ran out of the forest to celebrate their victory. Maggie watched them go and saw the direction they went. She committed it to memory. For now, she would check on those on the ground left for dead. Perhaps she could help someone.

She let go of the tree and flew down to the ground. She flew over the dead and studied each one. It was clear all the fairies were dead. She saw the centaurs and checked on them.

“Oh, is there anything I can do? Please don’t die. Too many have died here…” Maggie pleaded with the only centaur alive.

He opened his eyes to see a fairy flying in front of him. He smiled. “How did you escape those wicked elves?”

“I flew up high and hid in the trees.”

“Good girl. I don’t know if there’s anything you can do for me. I’m afraid the wound is pretty deep.”

She saw the wound. “I know some healing arts. Let me clean it.”

“Okay. Let’s get closer to the river.”

“Can you walk there?”

“Yeah. Just give me some time.” He stood up slowly on all four feet. He grimaced.

She frowned. “Are you sure you can make it?”

“Yes. It’s not that bad. This way.” He led her to the river. “Now you may clean wound.”

She used water from the river and slowly and gently cleaned his wound. She flew over to the centaur. She had to use her wings to help her reach the wound. She said nothing as he watched. When she was done cleaning, she began making a bandage.

“I guess it wasn’t so bad. Thank you.”

“You’re welcome. Now what are we going to do? I saw which way the wicked elves went.”

“That’s helpful. I can tell the Guardians.”

Maggie finished bandaging him up. “I thought they were a myth.”

He shook his head. “No, they are real. They have accepted centaurs and fairies in their ranks.”

“They aren’t wicked elves?”

“No. They will want to know about this incident. They might recruit you into their ranks.”

She shook her head. “What good could I do as a Guardian?”

“You’d be surprised. They do appreciate healers and domestic staff.”

She sighed. “Look, I just lost everyone I knew. I don’t know you very well, but at least I know centaurs and fairies can co-exist. I’m not sure about elves right now.”

“Neither were we when we were first approached by the Guardians.”

“Then why did you join them?”

“We didn’t all join them. We just work with them on occasion. We don’t usually leave the forest, except for Faedin. She travels all over the world. She’s the most famous of us all.”

Maggie smiled. “Faedin, huh? Is she on some sort of quest?”

“Yes. She’s still a child, but she went on a quest not too long after her parents were murdered by a wicked elf. One that the Guardians ended up killing later on.”
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