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Theodore McPherson checked the address on his phone, then glanced at the dark brown door. Yup. It was the right place. 

He lifted his hand to knock, hoping his sister was in her dorm room so he could get his check-in out of the way and move on to the next item on his list.

He sighed. That wasn’t the best attitude to approach Brianna with. She was standoffish on her best day. Antagonizing her wouldn’t suit his purpose.

Theo had volunteered to visit his younger sister. Brianna had started university in September and then disappeared off the map. 

She hadn’t returned home for any of the breaks and refused to answer her phone whenever anyone from the family called. A brief clip on the local station, highlighting the campus’s communication department, confirmed she was alive. 

He banged louder when no one responded to his initial knock.

“I’m coming. I’m coming.”

The strident female voice drifted through the wood seconds before the door jerked open.

Hello, nurse.

The phrase whipped through Theo’s mind as his eyes raked the figure before him. The tall, leggy, dark-skinned goddess wore a Silver Creek University t-shirt that slipped off one shoulder, exposing a thin black strap. 

She leaned against the doorjamb, an insolent smile teasing the corner of her lips.

“Cat got your tongue, handsome?”

Right. Theo shook his head. He was here on a mission, not to get distracted by some college student. 

“I’m looking for Brianna McPherson.”

The young woman scanned him from head to toe.

“She’s not interested in coming to your party.”

“Good to know.” 

He could tell his parents their daughter was not frittering her time away at fraternity events.

“Please tell her Theo McPherson is here to see her.”

The young woman’s eyes widened as she raised a finger. 

“One second.”

She ducked into the room and slammed the door in his face. Oh-kay. That was not weird at all. Theo resisted the urge to press his ear to the door to check for sounds.

A moment later, the door flew open, and he was glad he hadn’t given in to the urge to eavesdrop. His sister glared at him.

“What do you want?” She lifted a hand before he could say a word. “Never mind.” She dragged a hand through the coils of blue hair that draped over her shoulders. 

“I can’t stop to hear it.” She slipped past him. “You can stay in the room with Gabrielle. I’ll be back.”

He stared at his sister’s back as she hustled away. Should he follow her or stay? Either choice felt like it would be the wrong one. He didn’t want to stay in the room with her roommate, especially given his earlier reaction to her.

But if it already annoyed his sister when he’d barely interrupted her life, what would it be like if he were to pursue her and further disrupt it?

“Are you coming in? Or risking Brianna’s ire by following her?”

Theo wasted another minute staring at the door through which Brianna had disappeared. He hesitated so long that he doubted he could find her if he pursued her.

Theo flipped his gaze between the two doors. 

“Uh…”

Gabrielle shrugged one elegant shoulder before walking away. “Suit yourself.”

She left the door open, unconcerned. Dare he follow her inside? Theo cast his eyes heavenward.

Lord, help.

He entered the dorm room and closed the door behind him.
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