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  Chapter One – How to Ruin a Morning

  
  




“Most people wake up to sunlight and birdsong.”

I woke up to a demon in my closet gnawing on a severed leg.




To be fair, the leg was already dead when it got here. Probably.




“Tell your fur ball to stop accusing me of eating his ancestors,” the demon grumbled, its fangs slick with something I didn’t look too closely at.




Mortimer, my cat, licked his paw in exaggerated innocence. “I never said you ate them. I said you look like you could.”




That was my morning: one dismembered limb, one sarcastic cat, and one very grumpy closet demon.




By the time I wrestled the demon back into the jar (don’t ask where I keep the jar — you don’t want to know) and convinced Mortimer to stop swearing in Latin, I was already late for first period.




When I walked into Potions, the air felt colder than it should have. Not just “draft from an open window” cold — more like “something just crawled out of the grave and hasn’t warmed up yet.”




The source was obvious. The new boy was sitting in my seat.




Lucien D’Armoire. Tall, pale, all sharp cheekbones and eyes that looked like they’d watched someone die recently.




Our gazes met. For a second, it felt like he saw straight through skin, muscle, and bone — right into the dark corners I didn’t show anyone.




I hated him instantly.

I also wanted to kiss him. Which was annoying.
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