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Introduction

Ministry and service are gifts from God. The ministries are multifaceted and sometimes complex. The Ministry Guides Series is designed to offer information that will strengthen, enlighten, and encourage those involved in Christian ministry.

In this publication

In this book, we will bring clarity to the roles of teachers, the functionality of the teaching ministry, and the expressions of the teaching gift. This study is comprised of 3 distinct works on the teaching office and gift:

1) The Building of the Teacher: The Preparation of the Teacher and the Teaching Disciple for Ministry and Service

2) Now Concerning Teachers: Establishing the Role of the Teacher in the Body of Christ

3) The Training of the Teaching Disciple: The Preparation of the Teaching Disciple for Ministry and Service 

It is our prayer that a greater understanding and appreciation for the teaching gift and ministry will be achieved.




Book 1 - The Building of the Teacher: The Preparation of the Teacher and the Teaching Disciple for Ministry and Service

The training of a teacher is oftentimes unending. God will allow disruption in every area of his life. It will prepare him for service. Those called to the teaching office should understand that preparation for ministry is in the development of godly character, characterized by love. If this is done, the teacher will never fail as he discharges his ministry. In this book, we will discuss how God builds the teacher for ministry.

Introduction

Ministry and service in the kingdom of God is a privilege. God calls every member of the Body of Christ to serve for the benefit and welfare of the Body of Christ. However, we must remember that there are personal preparations that God requires for service. 

The Potter’s Wheel Study Series is designed to help believers recognize and apply the personal preparation that God implements for those called to minister and to serve. It is our prayer that the minister and the laymen will respond to God’s personal preparations for ministry and service.

In this Publication

The teacher’s ministry comes with a charge to equip, instruct, and mature the Body of Christ. These are only parts of the teacher’s ministry. His ministry serves as a reflection of Christ, the living Word. Therefore, the teacher’s character has to be solid. God will take teachers through tests, trials, and temptations in order to prepare them for ministry. It is the only way they will be able to teach “line upon line” and “precept upon precept.”

The training of a teacher is oftentimes unending. God will allow disruption in every area of his life. It will prepare him for service. Those called to the teaching office should understand that preparation for ministry is in the development of godly character, characterized by love.  If this is done, the teacher will never fail as he discharges his ministry. In this book, we will discuss how God builds the teacher for ministry.




Chapter 1 - The Vision of the Teacher:

Jeremiah’s Vision

Jeremiah prophesied to Judah during a time of great rebellion and sin against God. At the beginning of his commission, Jeremiah received visions from the Lord.

Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Jeremiah, what seest thou? And I said, I see a rod of an almond tree. Then said the LORD unto me, Thou hast well seen: for I will hasten my word to perform it. And the word of the LORD came unto me the second time, saying, What seest thou? And I said, I see a seething pot; and the face thereof is toward the north. Then the LORD said unto me, Out of the north an evil shall break forth  upon  all  the   inhabitants   of    the land. Jer 1:11-14 (KJV)

When we consider this, we discover that God shows Jeremiah two things. The first is a rod of an almond tree. It meant God’s word would come forth. The teacher has to be convinced of the validity and authenticity of the word of God. Every promise and exhortation of scripture is law to the teacher.

The Role of Faith

 God will impart an unwavering faith and trust in the scriptures in those called to teach. They will be able to teach with all authority and grace. The rod of an almond tree also represents the teacher’s resolve to grow personally while causing other to grow in the faith.

Without this unwavering faith, the teacher will not be able to stand against criticism and opposition to the truths of the Bible.  Unwavering faith  in  the scriptures is the foundational building block to a teacher’s spiritual make up. 

