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If this is your first, welcome to the ZamaShort series!

If not, welcome back!

What is ZamaShort?

From the publisher StoryTime that brought you the StoryTime Magazine, African Roar anthology series, and AfroSF anthology series, ZamaShort is a new digital imprint solely focused on the amazing powerhouse that is the short story. We will give each single short story its own publication so that it may have its own spotlight. To be read and savoured as a stand-alone publication.

ZamaShort is decidedly genre agnostic. We are keen to publish all stories that resonate with us no matter the genre, be it contemporary, satire, science fiction, africanfuturism, fantasy, etc.

ZamaShort will only publish original fiction that has never before been published and that we have edited to a final with the author.

ZamaShort works on a 50% revenue share with each author, so you can know that 50% (less distributor fees only) of what you have paid for this story will go to the author.

ZamaShort will be the exclusive publisher for each licenced story for a period of one year after publication, thereafter it will remain with us and available, but the author will be free to reprint it elsewhere and always retains all rights to their work.

All ZamaShort selections for editing and publication are made from submissions. We also have a strict no-genAI policy and accompanying blacklist.

To begin with ZamaShort will be publishing one story a month, this may increase in time depending on how things go.

As per the StoryTime mandate initialised in 2007, with the ZamaShort imprint we will continue to champion and add to the ever-growing canon of African literature excellence and diversity.

With all that said, welcome again, we hope that you will enjoy this short story and all the ones in the series!
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CARMELO RAFALÀ
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Carmelo Rafalà, a child of Sicilian immigrants, travelled the world and somehow managed to finish his MA in Comparative English Literature at the University of South Africa. His stories have been published in various anthologies and cross genres, from science fiction to gothic horror. His fiction has been praised by such outlets as The LA Review of Books, SF Revu, and BlackNerdProblems.com. He is a 2024 SFFSA Nova Award winner for his story, ‘The Stars Must Wait’. A collection of his fiction will be released later in 2025. His novella, The Madness of Pursuit, was published by Guardbridge Books. He currently resides on the south coast of England.
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I often don’t know why I am writing a story until my characters decide to reveal themselves to me, warts and all. Oh, I know what the beginning and the end will be, but it is only on the journey do I come to understand them, their hopes, dreams, and fears. And when I reach the story’s end, I understand those deeper things that I did not originally pick up on in the initial writing. And in that I come to understand what my subconscious has been worried about or agonising over.

When writing this particular story, the characters battle internal and external forces—personal, political, and social. Failures and false starts are a part of most scientific endeavours. But failure was not an option for these characters. And I wanted to know why that was the case, and how that was possibly affecting me.

What I discovered was that they were living hybrid identities. (Coming from an immigrant family and having been an immigrant twice myself, it was something I found to be all too familiar.) And the structures they lived within—created institutionally and which, in turn, fed dark and nefarious ideas into their society—made sure they had to work that much harder to prove their worth.
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