

  

    

  




  




  Here's what people are saying about
 BRASSBONES & RAINBOWS




  "Shirley LeFlore is an original. Her collaborations with musicians, dancers & artists, is obvious—she is as much a musician as a poet—improvising/using melody, harmony & rhythm in her writing. Some of the images she conjures / go thru you/hip & insightful. Brassbones & Rainbows is a powerful work!"




  —Oliver Lake, Poet and Musician




  "You can't be jivin when her voice be horn." Shirley Bradley LeFlore's poems refine our world. Her voice is bold, vivid, brave, thick with heart and history. These poems snatch the wind from b'tween the legs of ancestors, and sing, sing her beautiful deepthroat brassband into our skins. LeFlore is a river woman mending our pain, renewing our spirits. Listen! She be whistling griot songs from the Gullah of her drum."




  —Cheryl Boyce Taylor,
 Poet/Curator Calypso Muse Reading Series




  "Brassbones & Rainbows is not an all inclusive collection, but it is representative of the spirit, the power and the unique voice that is Shirley Bradley LeFlore."




  —Deborah Mashibini, Poet and Teacher




  "Shirley Bradley LeFlore's book has come just in time. The beauty and majesty of her words has saved me from the paralyzing grip of "poetic humdrum." Its been quite a while since I’ve jumped heart first into a book. Sang and danced a blue light grind with its metaphors. Thank you Shirley. You've got me believing in magic again."




  —Layding Kaliba.
 author of In The Absence of God Blind Beggar Press, co-founder of "The Linyak Project"




  "My closest literary colleague among a worthy group of writers with whom I have worked with for decades, Shirley Bradley LeFlore personifies her unique expressions of black feminine experience as she gets "my bread buttered on both sides" one way or another."




  —J.D. Parran, Multi-woodwind improviser, composer and educator




  "Shirley LeFlore has long been regarded as a great performance poet and served her community, as few poets do, as unofficial spiritual minister, presiding at weddings, funerals, and other significant life events. Here in her first full collection, essential poems to turn to & return to like valued friends. A book to be celebrated and treasured."




  —Michael Castro, Poet and Arts Activist
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  P.O. Box 4378
 Grand Central Station
 New York, New York 10163-4378
 www.2leafpress.org




  2LEAF PRESS INC.
 is a nonproﬁt 501(c)(3) organization that
 promotes multicultural literature and literacy.
 www.2lpinc.org




  BRASSBONES & RAINBOWS, The Collected Works of Shirley Bradley LeFlore, Copyright © 2013 Shirley Bradley LeFlore (www.sblfoundation.org). All rights reserved under international and Pan-American Copyright Conventions. Please purchase only authorized electronic editions and do not participate in or encourage electronic piracy of copyrighted materials. Your support of this author’s rights is appreciated. By payment of the required fees, you have been granted the non-exclusive, non-transferable right to access and read the text of this e-book on screen. No part of this text may be reproduced, transmitted or stored in or introduced in any form or by any means (electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise) now known or hereinafter invented, without the express written permission of both the copyright owner and 2LEAF PRESS INC., the publisher of this book, except in the case of brief excerpts in critical reviews or articles.




  2LEAF PRESS is a Black/Brown female-led press whose mission is to publish books of passion and purpose that also celebrate the authentic voices of multicultural writers, because we recognize the need for writers to breathe on their own without suffocating the premise of multicultural literature to death. We understand the importance of allowing writers to express themselves freely, without stifling the essence of multicultural literature. In our view, every writer, regardless of race, embodies multiculturalism.




  2LEAF PRESS is an independent publishing company, with its trade distribution handled by 2Leaf Press Inc., which utilizes various distributors for global print and ebook distribution. For questions regarding bulk pricing, educational sales, or requests for review and exam copies, please contact 2LEAF PRESS INC. at sales@2lpinc.org. All rights are reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means—whether electronic, mechanical, photocopied, recorded, or otherwise—without written consent from 2Leaf Press, Inc., except for brief quotes used in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial applications allowed by copyright law. For permission requests, please reach out to the publisher at editor@2leafpress.org.■




  Library of Congress Control Number:  2013933086
 Print Edition, ISBN-13: 978-0988476349
 ePub Edition, 978-0-9884763-8-7
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  Disclaimer:
 Note to the Reader




  Viewing this eBook at a higher than optimal text size will cause the reading experience to be altered considerably. Since eBooks are formatted as reflowable text and have to work on many different screens and devices, it is impossible to guarantee that the poems will display as the poet intended. As such, some of the lines will display as multiple lines of text. When this occurs, the turn of the line will be marked with a slight indent, prompting the reader that this is a continuation of a previous line. In order to read the poetry as it was written, we suggest that you read this book at the default font size on your device. Please note, that spacing of some of the poems were either truncated or eliminated to accommodate reflowable text format. Please refer to the print edition of this book for a more accurate rendering of the poetry.
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  Dedicated to




  my children, Hope, Jacie, and Lyah;




  my grandchildren, Noelle, Jullian, Jordan




  and Bella Grace




  my now deceased parents, my sister Barbara,




  my grandparents and extended family




  that passed on the spirit of the creative arts




  from a spiritual and cultural practice and perspective
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  THE POET SHIRLEY BRADLEY LEFLORE is a literary griot. Writing and telling stories, creating lyrics we can sing and dance to, she paints the lives of African American people through the eyes of a poet. Celebrating fifty years of being a literary composer, her blood runs blue, that of a survivor . . . .




  Brassbones & Rainbows is a collage of Southern African American metaphors. In the first section, aptly titled, "Brassbones Reality," you can hear the music in the opening poem, "The Musician, for Julius Hemphill," and in "Saturdaynite Houserent," you can feel the characters come to life. Words dance off the page when you read "Singing the HooDoo Blues (haints on me)" and "Sonnybrotherman Dance," along with a number of homage poems found in this section. In "War—What is it Good For," the poems are dedicated to life, liberty, equality, justice and peace, which provoke deep and profound thought. "Rivers of Women" are lyrics made from love, drawn from strength and suffering, celebrating womanhood. It is here where you will find the poet’s signature poems, "Rivers of Women" and "Illumination." "Rituals" the final section in this collection, rides the tide of "herstory" that touches on friendship, love, weddings and death. The poems are charged with an energy that continually explore what it’s like to be female, what it’s like to be a woman.
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