
  
    
      THE AMERICAN WORLD WAR II HOME FRONT IN 29 OBJECT

    

    
      
        LINDA SHENTON MATCHETT

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            CONTENTS

          

        

      

    

    
    
      
        Dedication

      

      
        Introduction

      

    

    
      
        1. Remember Pearl Harbor

      

      
        2. Registration Required

      

      
        3. Greetings!

      

      
        4. Any Bonds Today?

      

      
        5. Let Me Call You Sweetheart

      

      
        6. Please, Sir, May I Have Some More?

      

      
        7. A Bicycle Built for…One

      

      
        8. Take a Number, Please

      

      
        9. Can You Hear Me Now?

      

      
        10. Food, Glorious Food

      

      
        11. The Best Defense is a Good Offense

      

      
        12. Junk Ain’t Junk No More

      

      
        13. Sew and Save

      

      
        14. Put Out That Light!

      

      
        15. Fun and Games

      

      
        16. Rally Round the Flag!

      

      
        17. Eyes on the Sky

      

      
        18. Food Fights for Freedom

      

      
        19. Take Me Out to the Ball Game!

      

      
        20. Up in the Air, but Not Junior Birdman

      

      
        21. More Than a Good Time

      

      
        22. Dear Mom…

      

      
        23. Badge of Honor

      

      
        24. “…regret to inform you…”

      

      
        25. All Work and No Play…

      

      
        26. Enemies and Friends

      

      
        27. A Tomato in Every Pot

      

      
        28. Here Comes the Bride

      

      
        29. Quack, Quack!

      

    

    
      
        Acknowledgments

      

      
        Bibliography

      

      
        About the Author

      

      
        Other Books by This Author

      

      
        Romance: WWII

      

      
        Mystery: WWII

      

      
        Non-Fiction

      

      
        Romance: Old West

      

      
        Romance: Contemporary

      

    

    

  


  
    
      The American World War II Home Front in 29 Objects

      By Linda Shenton Matchett

      

      Copyright 2025 by Linda Shenton Matchett. All rights reserved.

      Cover Design by: Wes Matchett

      Photo Credits:

      

      Photo Credits Objects: Wes Matchett

      Photo Credit - House: Shutterstock/Kirk Fisher

      Cover Design: Wes Matchett

      

      Hardback ISBN: 979-8-9877458-8-5

      Paperback ISBN: 979-8-9877458-9-2

      

      Published by Shortwave Press

      

      Without limiting the rights under copyright reserved above, no part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in or introduced into a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form, or by any means (electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise), without the prior written permission of both the copyright owner and the above publisher of this book.

      

      The scanning, uploading, and distribution of this book via the Internet or via any other means without the permission of the publisher is illegal and punishable by law. Please purchase only authorized electronic editions, and do not participate in or encourage electronic piracy of copyrighted materials. Your support of the author’s rights is appreciated.

      [image: Vellum flower icon] Created with Vellum

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            DEDICATION

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        To the Greatest Generation

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            INTRODUCTION

          

        

      

    

    
      Unlike its European allies during World War II, the American mainland escaped physical devastation, as it was not subjected to full-scale invasions. Instead, Japanese submarines lurked off the West Coast after the attack at Pearl Harbor and sank an estimated ten US, Canadian, and Mexican ships. Additionally, negligible damage occurred during two shelling incidents: on February 23, 1942, submarine I-17 shelled the Ellwood oil field in Santa Barbara, California, then four months later, in June, Fort Stevens in Oregon was shelled. No further attacks occurred until 1944 when Japan launched approximately nine thousand incendiary balloon bombs, which, fortunately, did little damage. Tragically, a family of six was killed when one of the children came upon and “tampered” with one of the bombs.

      German “attacks” were more subtle and started well before the country was at war with America. Instead of bombing the US and her northern neighbor, Canada, Hitler ordered infiltration by spies in the two countries. Comprised of thirty-three members, the Duquesne spy ring began in New York City in 1937. Two years later, William Sebold, who had been blackmailed into spying for Germany by threats to his family, confessed to the FBI and was converted to a double agent. He helped bring down the ring in 1941. A second mission, Operation Pastorius, on June 12, 1942, entailed eight agents landing on Long Island, New York with explosives. However, its leader, George Dasch, also turned himself in to the FBI, which led to the capture and arrest of the other agents. The third and final mission, Operation Elste, took place in September 1944, when two agents were sent to the US to gather intelligence about military and technological facilities. As with the Duquesne and Pastorius rings, one of the men relinquished himself to the FBI, resulting in the capture and arrest of the other agent.

      These relatively minor incidents don’t mean the United States wasn’t impacted by the war. The ramifications of large economic, cultural, and societal changes forced Americans to reconsider entrenched beliefs and traditions.

      Citizens went from barely surviving the Great Depression when 25 percent of the population lost their jobs and millions lost their farm, to the government and factories paying formerly unheard-of wages, Americans now had more money than they could spend. However, thanks to rationing and unavailability purchases were limited. Wages increased, but so did savings which affected the postwar economy.

      The public watched as their fellow citizens, Japanese Americans, were interned simply because they resembled those who attacked Pearl Harbor. During this time period prejudice not only existed but was sometimes rampant. However, reports indicate not all non-minorities accepted the action against these individuals, calling on leaders to reconsider what many felt was an unjustified knee-jerk reaction against law-abiding citizens.

      Women, formerly “household managers” who left the wage earning and driving to their husbands or fathers, entered the workforce, at first in limited numbers and industries. Then as mass vacancies occurred after men went into the military and production requirements skyrocketed creating a need for more employees, single and married women, including African Americans, took jobs never before held by the “fairer sex.” To men’s consternation, women donned uniforms, picked up rivet guns and welding torches, brought in the harvest with the Women’s Land Army, and even joined the ranks of secret agents. Would women lose their femininity, their desire to marry or have children? What would happen when the men returned from war? These and similar questions gave Americans pause.

      Technological advances in the military and on the home front changed the way men and women performed tasks that until then had taken hours or days. Medical advances allowed doctors to cure illnesses and diseases that formerly were certain to bring death. The development of penicillin was considered nothing short of a miracle.

      But as important as these innovations are, it is the everyday objects that tell the story of the American home front. Twenty-nine items have been selected—surely there are more that can add to the narrative. Or perhaps there are other objects that could tell a different story. You be the judge.

      Please note that quotes from individuals and publications have been included as original printed. The instances of incorrect grammar, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling have been retained.
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        Pair of Commemorative Drinking Glasses,

        Libbey Glass Company, American, 1942, Paint on Glass

      

      

      More than two years had passed since the war began in Europe when Japanese bombers filled the skies above Pearl Harbor at 7:48 a.m., local time. Most of the soldiers and sailors were caught unawares; however, an hour earlier the Wickes-class destroyer USS Ward attacked and sank a midget submarine near the entrance of the harbor. A periscope had been spotted above the water by the minesweeper Condor which alerted the crew on the Ward. Unfortunately, the incident failed to put the base on full alert. The sub’s unconscious pilot, Kazuo Sakamaki, would later surface and be taken prisoner, spending the remainder of the war as a POW.

      Japan depended on supplies from the United States, primarily oil, to support their naval forces, but the Tokyo government began to look elsewhere and targeted Southeast Asia, which is rich in minerals and oil. America’s foreign policy in the Pacific centered on support for China against Japan’s aggression, thus creating potential conflict. Since the 1931 Japanese invasion of Manchuria, periodic skirmishes occurred, but on July 7, 1937, tensions came to a head at the Marco Polo Bridge near Beijing when gunfire was exchanged between Japanese units and the United Front of Chinese Nationalists. The Second Sino-Japanese war had begun.

      In response, the US extended a loan to China in 1938. The following year, America terminated the 1911 Treaty of Commerce and Navigation with Japan. Twelve months later, export of materials “useful in war” to Japan were restricted. After Japan occupied Indochina and entered into an alliance with the Axis powers of Germany and Italy, the US severed all commercial and financial relations with Japan, froze Japanese assets, and declared an embargo on shipments of petroleum and other war materials. Despite these acts, negotiations between the two countries limped along.

      Meanwhile, arguments about the war in Europe continued between isolationists and interventionists. Isolationists believed America’s interests were best served by avoiding conflicts overseas and dealing with problems at home, especially those related to the Great Depression that continued to grip the US. Congress agreed with the isolationists and passed several neutrality acts designed to prevent future involvement in foreign wars by banning American citizens from trading with nations at war, loaning them money, or traveling on their ships.

      Isolationist organizations emerged such as the American First Committee that used rallies, print advertisements, and radio to sway public opinion. Two of its more famous advocates were aviator Charles Lindbergh and Catholic priest Father Charles Coughlin whose radio broadcasts had made him popular. The mindset was to keep America safe by building up its own defenses and avoiding offending any of the war’s combatants, to let Europe “sort out its own problems.”

      On the other side of the issue were the interventionists who were concerned that if Europe was unable to stand against Hitler, the US would become isolated in a world where the oceans, large tracts of land, and resources were controlled by a single power. Some interventionists thought US military action would eventually come. Others believed that sending military aid and equipment was the answer. Newspaper editor, author, and politician William Allen White chaired the Committee to Defend America by Aiding the Allies and used his newspaper, the Emporia Gazette, to spread his opinion that the way to keep America out of the war was to send help to Britain. He said, “If I were making a motto for {this} Committee, it would be ‘The Yanks are Not Coming.’”

      In January 1940, 88 percent of US citizens opposed the idea of getting involved in Europe’s conflicts. However, by September of that year, 52 percent felt America should risk war to help the British. By April 1941, the number had risen to 68 percent. Both isolationist and interventionist ideologies became moot on December 7, 1941.

      Unmoored from its berth in Battleship Row, the USS Nevada attempted to thwart the attack by heading to the harbor entrance. Repeatedly hit by bombs and torpedoes, the ship beached itself on Hospital Point; however, gunners managed to shoot down three of the Japanese Zeros. A few Army P-40 and P-36 pursuit planes were able to get airborne, some from the untargeted airfield at Haleiwa on Oahu’s northern coast. It is thought they managed to taken down almost a dozen enemy aircraft.

      Thirty-seven pairs or trios of brothers were assigned to the SS Arizona, twenty-three sets of whom were killed. As a result, the navy made efforts to discourage family members from serving aboard the same vessels; however, no official regulations were ever enacted. By the end of the attack, forty-two of the 126 planes on the ground were destroyed, forty-one were damaged, and forty-three remained fit for service. More than 180 aircraft were destroyed. Within thirty days of the attack, 134,000 Americans enlisted in the military.

      A little-known fact is that a second Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor was attempted on March 4, 1942. Japan’s Operation K used two naval flying boats that could each carry one ton of bombs with a crew of ten. Nicknamed the Flying Porcupine, each plane had five 20mm cannons and four machine guns. However, this time the aircraft were seen on radar, and just after midnight, US fighters took to the air and patrolled the harbor. Cloudy skies reduced visibility, and one Japanese aircraft released its bombs over a remote hill, and the other dropped theirs into the ocean.

      During the week following the attack, Sammy Kaye and Don Reid penned the march, “Remember Pearl Harbor.” A few days later, the song was recorded, then released on January 17, 1942. Within two weeks, the song was No. 7 in sales and peaked at No. 3 on the Billboard singles chart. By January 1942, Kaye had donated $4,000 from the song’s royalties to navy relief funds. Printed on matchbooks, war bonds, license plate toppers, signs, plates, handkerchiefs, games, playing cards, flags, posters, buttons, cardboard shields, envelopes, and more, “Remember Pearl Harbor” became a rallying cry.

      Interviews conducted decades later confirm the “day that will live in infamy” was still remembered.

      “It was 7:55 a.m. I was sitting on the veranda overlooking the ocean and Pearl Harbor, drinking morning coffee. When I heard the blasting going on, I assumed it was the Army Air Force out on the usual Sunday-morning maneuvers, and I paid no attention. Then the radio came on, and the alert started, and I heard them say over the radio, ‘Hawaii is under attack. The Japanese are attacking Hawaii. Take cover. Do not go into the streets. Pour as much water as you can into big pots and bathtubs.’ That was repeated over and over.” (Cornelia MacEwen Hurd, West Farmington, Ohio who lived in Honolulu eight years)

      “I was in Washington. That was Sunday afternoon, and I had gone over to the office for some reason or other. On the ticker, I saw that the Japanese had attacked Pearl Harbor, no extent of the damage done. The next day, I recall Senator Toby of New Hampshire said to me, ‘The report is that they’ve destroyed a good share of our fleet over there.’ That was the first we knew of it. Of course, Pearl Harbor made our part of the war inevitable. I remember [Sen.] Bill LaFollette, who had opposed our entry into the war and aid to England. The day after the bombing, he came into my office with his uniform on, ready to go.” (Senator George Aiken of Vermont)

      “I’ll never forget. I was at Camp Lee, below Richmond, visiting some friends. We were getting ready to come back to Washington when we heard about Pearl Harbor. All I could think about was getting home, as if something might happen at home. I was in school in Howard University. I was just scared to death of the war. I didn’t know what it meant and didn’t know what would happen about my brother. He was not in the service at the time, but he was old enough to be drafted. My father had been in World War I. I didn’t know what was going to happen. I didn’t know whether they were going to bomb Washington. It was a really funny feeling.” (ViCurtis Hinton, Howard University student, Washington, DC)
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        Publishers Printing Company, New York City

      

      

      

      
        
        “Whereas the Congress has enacted and I have this day approved the Selective Training and Service Act of 1940, which declares that it is imperative to increase and train the personnel of the armed forces of the United States and that in a free society the obligations and privileges of military training and service should be shared generally in accordance with a fair and just system of selective compulsory military training and service; and Whereas the said Act contains, in part, the following provisions…

        The Congress has debated without partisanship and has now enacted a law establishing a selective method of augmenting our armed forces. The method is fair, it is sure, it is democratic-it is the will of our people.”

        Excerpted from Proclamation 2425

        President Franklin Delano Roosevelt

        September 16, 1940

      

      

      

      During the Revolutionary War, the Civil War, and World War I, America held drafts to fill their need for troops. However, the Selective Training and Service Act of 1940 (also known as the Burke-Wadsworth Act for the two senators who introduced the legislation), was America’s first peacetime draft. As noted in a previous chapter, in January 1940, 88 percent of US citizens opposed the idea of getting involved in Europe, but by September of that year 52 percent felt America should risk war to help the British. President Franklin Roosevelt could see what was on the horizon as could many of the country’s legislators, thus prompting the presentation of the bill.

      The act required men who had reached their twenty-first birthday, but not yet their thirty-sixth birthday, to register with local draft boards. After the US entered the war, all men from their eighteenth birthday until the day before their sixty-fifth birthday were required to register, while those between eighteen and forty-five were subject to military service. Service was determined by a national lottery, and the draftee was required to serve on active duty for twelve months, then remain in a reserve status for ten years, until he reached forty-five years of age or was discharged, whichever came first. The act also stated that except in times of war, not more than nine hundred thousand men were to be in training at any one time.

      A month after the bill’s passage, the draft began with the first inductees entering service on November 18, 1940. In early summer 1941, the president asked Congress to extend the service time for draftees to a total of thirty months, plus any additional time needed for national security. The extension squeaked through the House by one vote, with Roosevelt’s former Secretary of War, Harry Woodring, among those against the legislation. The Senate approved the bill by a wider margin, and Roosevelt signed the Service Extension Act of 1941 into law on August 18, 1941.

      OHIO—Over the Hill in October. The acronym was reportedly painted on barracks’ walls in bases across the nation, as many of the draftees selected in October 1940 threatened to desert at the end of their twelve-month requirement. Some desertions did occur but were not widespread. Then Pearl Harbor was attacked, and further amendments were made to the act.

      Passage of the changes on December 20, 1941 made all men between the ages of twenty and forty-four liable for military service and required all men between eighteen and sixty-four to register. The end of service was extended to the duration of the conflict, plus six months. Another amendment signed on November 13, 1942, made the registered eighteen- and nineteen-year-olds liable for military service. By March 1947, over ten million men had been inducted into America’s armed forces.

      The Selective Service System was created as an independent agency with a director responsible to the president. Governors had responsibility for administering the Selective Service laws in their individual states, and appeal boards were composed of civilians.

      Appointed by President Roosevelt, Dr. Clarence B. Dykstra was the first director, and he served from October 15, 1940 to April 1, 1941. An educator by training and by trade, he was the first city manager of Cincinnati, Ohio after having been a professor of history at University of Chicago. Shortly before his term as director was completed, he was appointed to the National Defense Mediation Board by Roosevelt and served from March 19 to July 1, 1941. The organization’s role was to settle “wartime disputes.”

      General Lewis Blaine Hershey was Roosevelt’s second director of the Selective Service System. He served in the Indiana National Guard prior to WWI and was commissioned as a second lieutenant in 1913. His guard unit was called to active duty at the Mexican border in 1916, then sent to France with the American Expeditionary Force in December of that year. After the war, he stayed in the National Guard until being commissioned as a captain in the regular army in 1920. By 1936, he was part of FDR’s general staff in Washington, DC. Hershey was the longest-serving director, holding the position through three wars: WWII, Korean War, and Vietnam War.

      Between 1940 and 1945, seven mass registrations were conducted, and over forty-five million men were registered. Part of the system included a “sorting process” that applied classes and subclasses to those called. Local boards were given jurisdiction over the classifications, and appeals were allowed. The nation’s economy, especially agriculture and industry, was taken into consideration during selection to minimize disruption. Exemptions were granted for conscientious objectors who were assigned work “of national importance.” Quotas were established based on the total number of acceptable registrants, and a lottery system was used to determine the order of call. Three national lotteries were conducted, after which order numbers were based on birthdate. Physical examinations assessed a person’s acceptability, then the individuals were inducted into the armed forces, which made the final determination of acceptability.

      Needless to say, both men and women waited on tenterhooks for the dreaded draft notice.
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