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Introduction

The theatre of a kingdom in ruins history is a vast theatre of operations, where kings, generals, and anonymous multitudes play roles determined by destiny, ambition, and the social structures of their time. in the setting of 15th-century france, this historical play reached a climax of despair and disorder, a period of profound calamity known primarily as the hundred years' war, but which, in essence, was a multifaceted conflict: dynastic, territorial, economic, and, above all, civil. the kingdom that joan of arc was born to try and save was less a unified nation and more a mosaic of fragmented loyalties, torn apart by the alliance of the duke of burgundy, philip, with the english invaders. this internal schism transformed the conflict into a self-inflicted wound, where treason was more common than bravery and hope, a scarce commodity. the great military defeats, whose memory hovered like a ghost over the french cavalry, had undermined the confidence of the nobility and the people in the king's ability to govern and, even more so, to win. the dauphin, charles vii, was a figure paralyzed by illegitimacy and hesitation, crushed by his mother's bad reputation and the uncertainty about his own divine right to the throne. he was, at the time, the "king of bourges," a regional and demoralized monarch, whose only refuge was a court more known for intrigue and inaction than for strategic wisdom. in this panorama of imminent ruin, where military logic and human politics had failed spectacularly, the fate of france seemed sealed, dangerously poised over the fall of the last great fortress on the loire river.




The emergence of the transcendent factor it is precisely in the vacuum created by the collapse of earthly authority that the transcendent, the uncontrollable, manifests with historical force. the story of joan of arc, the maid, is not just a military or political biography; it is, fundamentally, the narrative of a spiritual intervention that challenged the very hierarchical structure of medieval society. where would salvation come from, if not from a place completely external to the failed elite? joan was a peasant girl from domremy, an illiterate and deeply pious young woman, whose life, shaped by the immutable cycles of faith and rural labor, was the antithesis of the courtly and military world she would come to dominate. however, faith in her border community was not an abstraction, but a tangible reality, intertwined with popular prophecies and the active belief in divine intervention in human affairs. what differentiated her from other mystics of the time were the "voices" she claimed to hear, an non-negotiable calling that pulled her from the obscurity of her village towards a destiny of epic proportions. the command imposed upon her was not purely devotional in nature, but one of historical imperative: she should accomplish what was militarily impossible and politically subversive. her mission, then, was not just to win battles, but to restore the monarch's legitimacy through a visible miracle, proving that charles vii was, in fact, the king chosen by god, a divine seal that would annul all treaties and all political intrigues. her arrival, dressed in men's clothing and armed only with a mystical conviction, was the disruptive factor that the court could never have predicted or controlled.




The fragility of the instrument and the strength of the symbol joan's journey, from the first contact with the skeptical captain robert de baudricourt to the dramatic encounter in the court of chinon, illustrates the profound cultural clash and institutional distrust she had to overcome. for the generals and theologians, she was an irritating anomaly, an arrogant peasant girl who dared to speak about military strategy and theology with the authority of an envoy of god. her purity and her virginity, however, were her strongest armor, the moral attribute that qualified her to be the maid of the prophecy, the ideal vehicle for the manifestation of the divine will in a world stained by corruption and hesitation. her initial challenge of identifying the king disguised amidst the crowd was more than a trick of divination; it was the first public and undeniable proof that she operated under a superior source of knowledge, resolving, in a moment of private revelation, the crisis of legitimacy that paralyzed the dauphin. from that recognition, what followed was not just the acquisition of armor and a standard, but the transformation of the king's personal faith into a state project. her investiture, marked by the search for the sacred sword in fierbois, provided her with the necessary symbols to catalyze the troops' fervor. her standard, which did not carry the royal fleur-de-lis, but the images of christ, elevated the hundred years' war from a feudal dispute to a religious crusade, an appeal that resonated powerfully in the hearts of the people and common soldiers, who found in her a transcendental reason to fight, something that went beyond loyalty to a questionable monarch.




The myth in action and the cost of conviction joan of arc's true genius did not reside in conventional military strategy, but in her unparalleled capacity for moral and psychological mobilization. she transformed a demoralized army, accustomed to defeat and fatalism, into a crusading force infused with the certainty of victory. the liberation of the crucial fortress on the loire, which had resisted for months under the english siege, was achieved in just nine days, not only by the force of arms, but by the demoralization of the enemy, who could not fight against a force they believed to be divine. her audacity and her insistence on ignoring the caution of traditional generals reversed the narrative of the war, proving that the miracle was, in fact, the new historical reality. the march to reims, through hostile territories, and the subsequent consecration of charles vii were the apex of her mission, the act that sealed the monarch's legitimacy and fulfilled the prophecy. however, the glory achieved in reims also marked the beginning of her tragedy. with the king anointed and secure in his crown, joan's mystical impulse clashed with the politics of delay and the intrigue of the court. she, who had been the key to redemption, progressively became a nuisance for the counselors who preferred cautious negotiation to total war. her isolation and abandonment culminated in an act of political betrayal that led her to captivity and, finally, to face a manipulated trial.


Chapter 1: the voices of Domremy







The rural cradle: childhood and piety in the heart of France

Life in 15th-century france, for most people, was defined by an immutable cycle of land, labor, and faith. It was in this context that Joan of Arc was born, around 1412, in the small village of domremy, a peasant community located on the eastern border, a crucial region where the influence of the kingdom of france met the sphere of the duchy of lorraine and the territories loyal to the duke of burgundy, which made political stability a constant mirage. This instability forced its inhabitants into a sharp, albeit rustic, awareness of the divisions tearing the country apart and the complex loyalties required of each individual to survive in a zone of intermittent conflict and passage of unpaid troops who existed outside of any authority. The daily life of the d'arc family was relatively safe compared to the misery in other regions, as her father, jacques d'arc, was a prosperous peasant, owning enough land to guarantee sustenance and even achieve a modest position as a local official, responsible for collecting taxes and defending communal interests before the lords. This conferred upon Joan a solid material foundation that manifested in a childhood dedicated to domestic tasks, caring for animals, and, centrally, fulfilling the religious obligations that structured time and the meaning of existence in the middle ages.


Christian faith was not, for these people, a choice or a philosophy, but the very atmosphere in which life unfolded, with the church being the only institution that offered a transcendent narrative capable of giving meaning to the suffering and insecurity imposed by war. Joan, from a young age, showed an intense and singular devotion, a common trait in many rural girls, but which manifested in her with a fervent interiority that distinguished her. The village itself was a microcosm of belief: the church of saint rémi, the fairies' oak (the arbre des dames), and local legends mingled in a cultural fabric where the supernatural was an integral part of practical reality, an essential backdrop for understanding how the extraordinary events that would follow would be accepted and incorporated into her life without the rupture that modern rationality would impose on such experiences, but rather as a logical, albeit terrifying, extension of the divine will. The constant fear of external violence, characteristic of domremy, shaped the mentality and social cohesion, demanding vigilance and solidarity among neighbors to repel the routiers, bands of demobilized mercenaries or unpaid soldiers who frequently plundered the countryside, turning every nocturnal noise into a potential harbinger of tragedy and every distant journey into a risky adventure, which gave Joan's childhood an underlying harshness, contrasting with the softness of her devotion, as she grew up hearing tales of looting, fires, and the constant threat of death hanging over those loyal to the dauphin, seeing in the flesh the price of french political division.


The young woman's religiosity was manifested in daily rituals of intense prayer and long moments of contemplation, and later testimonies from her neighbors and childhood friends would describe her as a remarkably pure and pious young woman, whose charity towards the poor and the sick was unusual, being frequently seen in church or kneeling in moments of devotion, which established her local reputation as a soul of genuine fervor, unconsciously preparing the community for the acceptance of her future mission, because, for the society of the time, a person of proven holiness was a natural candidate for receiving divine messages, unlike what would happen with any figure of ill repute. The border culture that Joan absorbed was also rich in traditions of prophecy and miracle, an environment where god's intervention in human affairs was not only believed but actively expected, especially in times of national crisis, a fact that permeated the collective imagination and materialized in stories about the hundred years' war and the belief that france, which had been lost by a woman (in allusion to queen isabeau of bavaria and her unpopular policies), would be saved by a virgin maid, a narrative that, although empty of concrete meaning, hovered in the air as a psychological necessity. Joan, therefore, did not emerge in a vacuum, but from a soil where faith, insecurity, and the need for transcendent salvation were intrinsically linked, the simplicity of her origin being, in fact, a powerful component of her subsequent appeal, as the voice that would come to challenge kings and generals was born in the anonymity of a peasant home, representing the deep, ignored, and suffering france, which sought refuge and leadership outside the flaws and intrigues of the decadent nobility.

The social structure of domremy, although simple, reflected the hierarchical and patriarchal order of all medieval society, which makes the breaking of paradigms that Joan's life would represent even more remarkable, as women, at that time, had their roles strictly defined and limited to the home, motherhood, and agricultural work, being bound to obedience and seclusion, and any deviation from these norms was viewed with deep suspicion or condemnation, especially when involving matters of a military or political nature, which were strictly male and noble domains. The education of Joan, like that of 99% of rural women, was practical and oral: she knew how to do her chores, but she could neither read nor write, a crucial detail that would later be used both to validate the purity of her messages (as she did not read them in books, but heard them directly from god) and to cast doubt on her capacity for theological understanding during the trial that would condemn her. Domremy's border with the neighboring village of maxey was frequently disputed, and the village church itself had already been burned, which illustrated the chronic instability of the region and kept the war in a state of perpetual proximity, allowing the young woman not only to hear about the hundred years' war but to experience the fragility of life in a kingdom without an effective centralizing power, a fact that, unconsciously, provided the immediate political context for the mission that would be imposed upon her, transforming the celestial visions into an imperative necessity for temporal action. Thus, Joan of Arc's childhood, viewed in retrospect, was not just a period of innocent piety, but a gradual and unintentional preparation, where the discipline of faith combined with the harsh reality of violence, paving the way for the absolute conviction that, if the earthly world was in ruins and human authority was failing, only an intervention from a higher sphere could restore order and justice to the kingdom of france.
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