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Dedication

This time its for all the supporting people who come through in a pinch. Here's to the unacknowledged relatives that're sometimes lost in the shuffle. Thank you all for your support in the rougher times!

Summary

In a world filled with couples, regardless of gender or species, there are always a few misfits that don't quite belong. In this story, there are at least five, if not more, significant misfits that finally create their own Niche, the Loner's Niche, where outgoing narcissists aren't welcomed.

The five individual stories that'll be intertwined are as follows. They begin with Kiernan Prawl, and he's an exciting person indeed. While he is entangled in a situation beyond his wildest expectations, Isaac is given a painful lesson in dealing with sisters that cross boundaries and lines he would no longer put up with. Anya discovers who her real friends are and gets a bonus gift for being accepted back into her clan. Kellen is forced to recognize bonds he's always been aware of but ignored through sheer stubbornness. Now, Mesala is faced with difficult decisions as well. Not only that, but her future, as well as her brothers, has broadened considerably.

In a considerably rough time four distinct individuals, two kidnapped, and two ambiguous, now it is time to hear the voices and thoughts of Dorian and Ferron Jenelle. Later, to hear the voices and thoughts of Isadora and Vanessa as they learn hard lessons of what boundaries and lines not to cross and whether or not they've learned something of value from this entire experience and whether they're willing to repent on thier actions or not.

While Kiernan, Anya, Isaac, Kellen and Mesala were the main five characters and snapshots of their stories gave their viewpoints of the adventure. There are now four more that'll evolve the tale, but in the end, it may only be the five that create their own Loner's Niche that no one else can fully appreciate.

Eventually, there'll be one last wrapup of an epilogue that'll tie up the loose ends and give a peek into the futures of the five loners and the supporting characters that gave assistance in their time of desperate need.

The Miscellaneous Foursome

The miscellaneous foursome, otherwise known as Isadora and Vanessa Kin, Isaac's triplets, are in an uproar about the whole shebang and then come to learn that two friends of theirs, with different names and identities than what they're known by in the same school as the two sisters, went missing. Now they're in a dilemma. Do they help, or still refuse, because they hate Kiernan's guts, and why do they hate him?

The last two individuals are Ferron and Dorian Jenelle, Mesala's missing brothers. They've just turned adults at twenty-one and are real troublemakers. However, this time, they've managed to get into the kind of trouble that could turn fatal if they're not careful. They also have to decide whether Kiernan, aka Kila, is trustworthy and can help them out of their jam in return for alerting their sister and others to his dilemma to gain further help.
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Chapter 1
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When had everything gone so horribly wrong? His eyes were blindfolded, his mouth gagged, and his arms and feet bound uncomfortably. Only his ears and nose registered anything. Otherwise, Dorian needed help to discern what his surroundings were made up of. Besides the fact that he could smell dampness and a hint of mustiness, it was cold. Dorian sensed movement on either side of him. He heard faint noises, suggesting Dorian wasn't the only one in this place. Nor was he the only one caught as a prisoner. The main question was why it happened and who lured him and the others into such a nasty situation?

{Are you awake?} It was Ferron. Evidently, he'd been trying to get Dorian's attention for some time now.

{I am now. I'm trying to figure out who drugged us.} Dorian confirmed somewhat grimly.

{Well, I can tell you who tricked us, but you're not going to like that information since it's also a betrayal of that nice guy, Kiernan, too. I'm sure he's going to show up as well.} Although Ferron confidently stated it, he sounded hurt and furious that it would be in these conditions.

Dorian contemplated the implications of what Ferron implied and grunted. {All right, so who betrayed us?} Even as he asked, it hit him that only two people close to them had major hate for Kiernan. {Ah, never mind, I can guess. It was Izzy and Ness, right?} Those girls were close to them in age. Still, they often acted immaturely because they were essentially spoiled brats who'd gained fame and fortune too early as successful models.

{Yeah, though I don't believe they'd intended to involve us. We were at the wrong place at the wrong time.} Ferron confirmed Dorian's suspicions. {We're in a holding room with about fifteen others. I'm trying to figure out how many came here on their own initiative or, like us, were snapped off the street or from a supposedly safe club from predators such as these assholes.}

Even Dorian thought that was a lofty goal. However, he knew Ferron had ways of discovering the truth of the matter. Before either of them could continue their conversation, there was shouting and clattering, and one of the walls shattered as a big man dragged a protesting and writhing, snarling draconic-shaped thing into the room.

Right about then, Dorian's blindfold fell off, and he witnessed the incredible sight of a transformation.

The struggling creature resolved into a slender, tall man who was visibly cursing his captor, who was doing his best not to hurt him. Dorian turned his head toward Ferron, who watched the two with a grim expression. {Who're they?} Dorian wasn't sure what to think of the situation other than it stank of another kidnapping. This time, it was intentional, and the beating horrified Dorian in the violence displayed.
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