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    To those who have lost their parents—I see you, I feel your pain, and I stand with you.The void they leave behind is deep, but I truly believe there is sunshine after the rain.Don't give up. Even in the darkest hours, hold on to hope.Pain and suffering may visit for a time, but they do not stay forever.

And to those who still have their parents—Love them fiercely.Appreciate every sacrifice, every word, every quiet moment.Cherish it all, because none of us know what tomorrow holds.

This story is for you. All of you.With love and light—L.H.

      

    



  	
        
            
            Epigraph

"The truth is rarely pure and never simple."— Oscar Wilde, The Importance of Being Earnest

"Sometimes the story we're born into isn't the one we're meant to write.But in the end, we all become the authors of our own redemption."— Anonymous
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"The truth is rarely pure and never simple."

— Oscar Wilde, The Importance of Being Earnest

"Sometimes the story we’re born into isn't the one we’re meant to write.

But in the end, we all become the authors of our own redemption."

— Anonymous
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Daniel Chainbridge was never supposed to be a hero. He was just a writer—of fiction, of heartbreak, of stories that never dared cross into the real world. Until one manuscript changed everything.

When Daniel uncovers fragments of his late parents' hidden past—pieces buried in journals, forgotten letters, and government shadows—he’s pulled into a dangerous web of lies that threatens not only his life but the very fabric of the truth itself.

Beside him stands Elena, a woman with her own ghosts and a vendetta that collides with Daniel’s journey. Together, they chase answers through encrypted corridors, masked enemies, and painful memories. But with each revelation, the line between hero and villain blurs, and Daniel must ask himself not just what the truth is—but whether the world is ready for it.

This is not just a thriller. It’s a reckoning.

This is The Author.
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Chapter One: The Last Drive
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The rain began as a whisper on the windshield—soft, steady, and unwelcome. It was just after 1:00 a.m. when Mr. and Mrs. Chainbridge left their son’s house, the weight of a bitter argument still pressing between them like fog on glass.

Mrs. Chainbridge sat quietly in the passenger seat, hands clasped in her lap, her eyes following the water trails racing down the window. The tension in the car was thick, sharp as the words they’d exchanged just an hour earlier.

“Do you think we were too harsh?” she finally asked, her voice barely above the hum of the engine. “Maybe we should’ve—”
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