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The new school year had begun and Jimmy was having trouble. Instead of being with his friends Willis, John and Jett he had been placed in a classroom of low achievers. And being the brightest kid in class was not the way to win friends in junior high school.

Jimmy was being picked on but strangely it wasn't by another student, it was by his math teacher, Mr. Darnell. In class, Jimmy was constantly called to the board to solve problems, which he did, but he did it somewhat haltingly. Mr. Darnell always commented about how slow he was, so even if Jimmy did the problem correctly, he still got criticized.

Jimmy's dread of math class was affecting his whole school day and his grades were suffering, and he had no one to tell since his schedule kept him apart from the other three until the weekend when the gang got together.

“Honestly Willis, I almost feel like quitting.”

“Why don't you just transfer out of Mr. Darnell's classroom?”

“I checked, there's no other place for me to transfer. I'm in the lowest tier class and I can't transfer into a higher tier until I prove I can handle the work. Anyway, that's what the guidance counselor said.”

“I don't now why they allow robots to teach anyway,” said John.

“Because there aren't enough human teachers John, you know that. Every area of endeavor in this habitat has supplemental help in the form of robots. School is no different.”

“Yeah, but most robots aren't screwing with kid's heads,” said Jett. “Your mom and dad should file a complaint Jimmy.”

“Naw, I already talked to them. They said I had to learn to get along with all different types and that my problems with Mr. Darnell might teach me something if I can get them worked out.”

“Well you can't drop out Jimmy. This isn't a planet where manual labor without an education might still have some value. This is a space habitat where even the most basic job has a technical language that must be learned and followed for the sake of safety.”

“Well then I could go live on a planet.”

“Did you like it when we were on Earth?” asked Jett.

“It was interesting to visit but no, I don't think I would like the idea of living there. It either seemed too open or too enclosed. You know what I mean?”
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