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​INTRODUCTION

 


 


As a young boy I became aware of the
existence of God through my parents and my schooling. I was
christened in the Church of England and was confirmed at the age of
14. I went to a church youth club and became a server at the eight
o’clock communion service. I occasionally went to evening service
with my father and grandmother. Interestingly, both my father and
grandmother were baptised and confirmed after my confirmation.

In my mid twenties I got married and started
a family. I still went to church about once a month with the
family, but it was more a case of feeling I should go than wanting
to go.

In 1968 my marriage faltered. My wife and I
separated and I was left with a young family. My parents, both in
their mid sixties, came to live with me to help look after my
children. About 18 months later my mother was diagnosed with cancer
and died within a short period of time.

At this time whatever faith I had was tested
most severely, and I often sought God’s help. Fortunately for me
and my family most of my prayers were answered, and once the
divorce was finalised and custody was settled, life took on new
dimensions. In the latter part of my divorce proceedings I had met
my second wife to be, and although this was a very happy period my
relationship with my God suffered again. I could not come to terms
with the fact that my second marriage could not take place in my
church, such were the rules then of the Church of England. As an
innocent party in the divorce I could not see the logic of this.
This tended to isolate me somewhat from the Church, but not from my
belief in God.

Fortunately it did not affect my second
marriage, which has prospered now for over forty years and is still
going strong. However it did start me thinking about the Church and
religion in general, and I started to read the occasional book on
the various origins and aspects of religion and Freemasonry. I had
been a Freemason for about five years. It was a great help, and
taught me to accept people of all races and creeds, and that
brotherly love has no bounds; in fact brotherly love, relief and
truth are the principles on which the order was founded.

Since the end of the Second World War many
archaeological finds have been made and much has been learned,
particularly from the Dead Sea Scrolls and the Nag Hammadi texts.
Many early documents have come to light which were buried to avoid
the destruction of all kinds of early religious beliefs and
practices ordered by the ‘orthodox’ Church. As a result a host of
scholars, archaeologists, theologians and fiction writers have
since written hundreds of books on the subject matter, which had
been hidden for nearly 1800 years.

OVER THE PAST TEN YEARS I HAVE READ OVER TWO
HUNDRED BOOKS, PAMPHLETS AND PAGES FROM NUMEROUS WEBSITES. I HAVE
READ THEM ALL WITH INTEREST, BUT MORE IMPORTANTLY WITH AN OPEN
MIND, WHATEVER THE PERSUASION OF THE WRITER AND WHATEVER ANGLE OR
MESSAGE THEY HAVE BEEN TRYING TO CONVEY.

This book has been put together by
amalgamating many of the thoughts, ideas and claims written in
these books, interspersed with my own thoughts and ideas. The aim
is to provide for me, and I stress for ME, an explanation of what
may have happened historically, and how that has affected my
thinking. We do not have sufficient information to state
categorically what did happen most of the time, but I have tried to
sort out from my own study of the literature what is feasible, or
to be precise, what may possibly have happened. It is not meant to
be cast in stone; it is for my own satisfaction to try to gauge the
course of the history of creation and religion through to the
establishment of the early Christian Church, and of course in so
doing studying other religions as well.

At this point it is probably wise to put into
words my definition of Christian.

From my earliest recollections, living a good
Christian life was what I was brought up and expected to do and it
entailed three main principles – love your neighbour, be kind and
charitable to all people and always tell the truth. For me this was
my first conception of being a Christian, and I understood that if
I fulfilled these principles I could call myself one. To me now it
is no coincidence that these are the principles of Freemasonry as
well.

One thing is certain: you will not agree with
all of my observations and thoughts or with some of the quotations
I have taken from other sources. Indeed you may not agree with any
of it, but please remember that I am not doing this for you to
convince or convert you to my way of thinking, I am doing it for my
own peace of mind and satisfaction. This is the problem with having
an enquiring mind.

In the following pages I have set out a
sortie into history, an attempt to explain to myself certain
beliefs, certain events, certain teachings and certain thoughts
which have formed part of the history and development of mankind.
This is a kind of framework of possibility, which I hope you will
find interesting. I have found it challenging, but then it is my
quest and so it should have been.

What quickly became apparent in my study was
just how many learned people through the ages had tried to find out
for themselves exactly what I have been trying to find out, and how
they have carried out exhaustive research to try to prove their
belief from whatever angle they have approached the subject
from.

My study of the history of religion has
revealed that human beings are spiritual animals. Indeed, there is
a case for arguing that Homo sapiens is also Homo religiosus. Men
and women started to worship gods as soon as they became
recognisably human; they created religions at the same time as they
created works of art. This was not simply because they wanted to
propitiate powerful forces. These early faiths expressed the wonder
and mystery that seems always to have been an essential component
of the human experience of this beautiful world. Like art, religion
has been an attempt to find meaning and value in life, despite the
suffering that flesh is heir to. Like any other human activity,
religion can be abused, but it seems to have been something that we
have always practised, some spark within us that can be ignited
when we consider with awe and wonder the natural beauty of our
planet.

The first books I read which started me
thinking were Who Moved the Stone, by Frank Morrison and Jonathan
Livingstone Seagull, by J S Bach. Both these books set me thinking.
They started my real quest to try to discover why I believed in
God.

My thanks go to all the authors whose books I
have read, which you will find listed at the end. I have
unashamedly used transcripts from many of them and in many cases
adjusted some of their ideas and thoughts to add to my own.

Finally I owe a debt of gratitude to certain
members of the clergy of the Church of England who helped me on my
way and encouraged me to complete the project. I thank one in
particular whose theological knowledge, enthusiasm, help and
support has ensured that the quest has been completed.

Last and not least, my thanks go to my dear
wife, who has put up with many rantings and ravings, typed numerous
drafts and amendments and been a constant source of
encouragement.

All the quotations from the Bible are taken
from the Peshitta Bible translated from the Aramaic, except where
specially mentioned, as this, for me, is the closest translation to
the meaning of the original language used at the time much of it
was originally written.



​Chapter
1

 


Origins

 


 


It seems logical to begin my serious quest by
looking at arguments against Jesus and Christianity, to consider
the evidence as to why some scholars are convinced He never existed
and that Christianity is an amalgam of old Pagan stories which used
a mythical man to propagate a new cult within the Roman Empire,
inflicted on humanity by force and oppression.

My starting point was a book called The
Christ Conspiracy, the Greatest Story Ever Sold, by one Acharya
S, a female author. One of the reviews of the book reads as
follows:

‘In this highly explosive book archaeologist,
historian, mythologist and linguist Acharya S marshals an enormous
amount of startling evidence to demonstrate that Christianity and
the story of Jesus Christ were created by members of various secret
societies, mystery schools and religions in order to unify the
Roman Empire under one State Religion. In making such a fabrication
this multinational cabal drew upon a multitude of myths and rituals
that already existed long before the Christian Era and reworded
them for centuries into the story and religion passed down today.’
This one review encapsulates all the doubts in one’s mind. All the
contradictions, all the historical mistakes, all the invented
material in the Bible, all the false claims made over the years by
the Church in order to convince its ‘believers’ that they are not
listening to an enclave of men bent on protecting their own
position but to the voice of God.

The book itself is packed full of
information, providing a detailed synopsis of many other books
written by authors who have conducted much research into disproving
the Christian belief from one angle or another. Some of the
challenges it poses are undoubtedly correct, being based on fact or
alternatively on information now available to disprove what has
been accepted in the Bible and publicised by the Church as fact;
quite simply because the Pope said so, it must be fact.

Where does this lead me? Well one thing is
certain: it has led me to consider my quest even more thoroughly to
try to sort the wheat from the chaff in my own mind, once and for
all to put my mind at rest and provide me with some sort of
acceptable path to follow, to find some sort of core belief or
maybe non-belief. More important, the final product must be
possible. In other words, whatever the conclusion reached from the
path I have taken must satisfy my mind as being possible, feasible
and above all acceptable as such to me.

 


SO WHERE DO WE START?

 


Scientists tell us that the Earth and the
Universe were created from a ‘big bang’ and that the conditions on
our planet that permit life come from that big bang and the
combination of the elements that came together to form the Earth
and the universe.

Mankind, as it has developed on our planet,
has gradually become aware of the significance of the cosmos. In
the scientific view of the universe, matter comes before the mind;
mind is, if you like, an accident of matter, extraneous to matter.
On the contrary, if one believes in a mind-before-matter universe
the connection between mind and matter is a living thing.
Everything in the universe is alive and to some degree conscious.
In the mind-before- matter universe, not only was matter created by
a supreme being, ie God, but it was created to provide conditions
in which the human mind would be possible and would function and
develop.

In this situation, as an idealist, you
believe that the universe was created by an intelligence (ie a
cosmic mind) for human minds.

The places of the sun, the moon, the planets
and the stars are arranged in such a way that they affect our
consciousness. Throughout mankind’s history they have been an
influence in our development, and especially of the mind.

What then tells more about the reality of
being human? Is it the scientific approach or the esoteric one,
encoded and developed and transferred in the ancient myths through
generations? These stories preserve a memory of the experiences
that transformed the human psyche over thousands of years.

The ancients believed that every single thing
that happens on Earth was guided by the motions of the stars and
the planets and controlled by gods. In their minds, mountains were
the pedestals from which the gods viewed the handiwork of their
creation. Occasionally these gods would descend from their lofty
thrones to communicate with their human creations. These
communications manifested themselves in various forms - fire and
earthquake, thunder and lightning, wind and storm. The gods spoke
with these thunderous voices that shook the earth, and were the
essence of nature.

 


Sources and development of civilization,
with the beginnings of religion as we know it

The major cultural advances in development of
mankind discovered through archaeology

 


YEARS AGO / DEVELOPMENT

c 2,500,000 / Use of small flints

c 1,700,000 / Use of stone tools, 12 main
types so far found

c 700,000 Use of fire

c 250,000 / More advanced stone tools, 6 main
types found

c 100,000 Ritual burials

c 40,000 / Complex tools - ivory animal
figurines, drilled necklace beads - musical instruments

c 28,000 / Venus figurines - pottery

c 21,000 Cave painting

c 16,500 / Advanced cave art - geometric
patterns

c 11,000 Agriculture–stone buildings
urbanisation - protowriting

c 6,000 / City states

c 5,000 / Pictographic writing

 


Many archaeologists and catastrophists now
believe that a huge catastrophe occurred on our planet around
11,500 years ago, probably caused by the impact of a comet or
asteroid in the ocean off the Carolina Coast in NW America, sending
huge tsunami waves around the world causing wholesale destruction
and chaos. It would seem that mountain-inhabiting peoples survived
and in the 6th and 5th millennia BC they began to migrate to the
lower lands.

 


AS IT WAS IN THE BEGINNING - THE CREATION
STORY

 


Most traditional cultures of the world honour
their stories of the creation of the Earth and mankind through
myth, story-telling and ritual oration. The early people kept the
creation stories alive in their hearts for a long time and without
the need or ability to write them down as ‘hidden’ tribes and
peoples do in underdeveloped areas to this very day. The stories
are told by ritual play-acting combining poetry, gesture, movement
and chant. As the first accounts were written they only included
the bare essentials of the story, as it was still being orally
developed and expanded.

The Hebrew language of Genesis lends itself
to multiple translations and interpretations in much the same way,
and allows the people to openly discuss meanings and
interpretations among themselves. There is a psychological power in
reciting, singing, reading poetry and chanting together in a group
which is not found in individual renderings.

The earliest peoples in the Middle East laid
great emphasis on their creation stories. Every story from the Epic
of Gilgamesh to the many different stories of the Egyptian gods and
goddesses either contained or assumed a particular version of the
origin of life. Without knowing how things began one could not know
where one was in the very moment, or might be in the future.

Nowadays in the modern western world,
scientists have reopened the mysteries of our origins by admitting
that they actually do not know (despite the Big Bang Theory) what
happened in the first instant in the creation of the universe. If
there was a big bang, what preceded it?

Much of what the earliest cultures preserved
as myth or mysticism was simply their intuition or vision of the
way things actually were. Their visions guided their lives and gave
them a sense of awe and reverence for their environment, which
included the farthest reach of the stars and the sky that they
could see.

In the Middle East the ancient people told,
chanted and enacted creation stories in the form of rituals at
important moments in their lives and those of the community; for
instance the birth of a child, the beginning of a new agricultural
year and so on. The creation story was as important as it was
ongoing. The birth of the cosmos (‘the world or universe as an
orderly or systematic whole as opposed to chaos’-Chambers’
Dictionary) was continually before them. They did not consider the
creation of the cosmos or the first human being as objective
historical facts. The idea of an objective history outside of
‘sacred time’ had not yet arisen. The creation stories simply
reaffirmed ongoing living realities and beliefs.

The phrase ‘in the beginning’ in Hebrew
reminded people that at one sacred moment, which included now,
creation is happening.

According to Jewish tradition the prophet
Moses, the liberator of the Jewish people from Egypt, received the
Genesis creation stories, as well as the whole Torah, direct from
God. God also gave Moses the mysteries of creation as a spiritual
practice and alchemy. Another Jewish mystical tradition relates
that the knowledge of how to recreate creation was given to Abraham
and then passed on by oral tradition.

Nowadays Jewish scholars have
widely-differing views on the sources of the tradition
incorporating the Garden of Eden theory and creation from a watery
chaos. Some place it as late as the tenth century BC, during the
United Kingdom of David and Solomon, while others go back to 6000
years or more BC. The various strands handed down through Genesis
and Proverbs point to much earlier oral traditions.

The Genesis account of Abraham and his
immediate descendants may indicate that there were three main waves
of the early Hebrew settlement in Canaan, the modern Israel. One
was associated with Abraham and Hebron and took place in about 1850
BC. A second wave of immigration was linked with Abraham’s grandson
Jacob, who was renamed Israel (‘May God show his strength!’); he
settled in Sheeham, which is now the Arab town of Nablus on the
West Bank. The Bible tells us that Jacob’s sons, who became the
ancestors of the twelve tribes of Israel, emigrated to Egypt during
a severe famine in Canaan. The third wave of Hebrew settlement
occurred in about 1200 BC when tribes who claimed to be descendants
of Abraham arrived in Canaan from Egypt. They said that they had
been enslaved by the Egyptians but had been liberated by a deity
called Yahweh, who was the god of their leader Moses. After they
had forced their way into Canaan, they allied themselves with the
Hebrews there and became known as the people of Israel. The Bible
makes it clear that the people we know as the ancient Israelites
were a confederation of various ethnic groups, bound together
principally by their loyalty to Yahweh, the God of Moses.

Jesus in his teaching continued the telling
of the living creation story. Matthew 22.31-3: ‘But concerning the
resurrection of the dead have you not read what was told unto you
by God, saying ‘I am the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac and
the God of Jacob and yet God is not the God of the dead but of the
living.’ And when the people heard it they were amazed at this
teaching.’

Here Jesus connects to the ancient tradition
of living beginnings. Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were not dead. Their
divine image and breath lived on, moving ahead in the procession of
divine life. The resurrection was to do with uniting with the
source of one’s own divine image, which God created at creation and
which has never died.

In the Gospel of Thomas, Logo 18, Jesus acts
as an embodiment of Holy Wisdom and counsels his disciples toward
experiences of knowing the self and experiencing Creation as one’s
own story:

 


The disciples said to Jesus ‘Tell us how our
end will come

Jesus said ‘Have you found the beginning
then

That you are looking for the end. The end
will be what the beginning is

Congratulations to the one who stands at the
beginning

That one will know the end and will not
taste death.

 


In John 3 Jesus advises Nicodemus to be born
again, a phrase which has generated enormous theological
discussion. However the Peshitta Bible’s strict Aramaic translation
means to be regenerated from the first beginning, and so to Aramaic
ears it would be as follows:

 


Unless you are reborn

From the first beginning

The first beginning moment of the cosmos

You will not be able

To understand the realm of God

 


Now in John ch. 1 v 1 we find the famous
prologue from which some Christian interpretations enshrine Jesus
as the ‘Son’ of God.

The King James version relates: ‘In the
beginning was the Word and the word was with God and the word was
God’. The Peshitta uses Aramaic expressions that can be rendered as
follows:

 


Aramaic In the very beginningness

Was, and is and will be existing

The word-Wisdom of the One.

The ongoing Word and sound

The message and conversation

That has not stopped

And has never started

Because it is now.

 


Peshitta

The world was in the beginning

and that very word was with God

And God was that word

 


The Aramaic here conveys the message that the
creation is a continuing process in which anyone can participate: a
distinct message of the unique understanding Jesus had of creation,
and of the fact that it was ongoing, hence the use of the present
tense.

When we consider and begin to understand the
community that produced the Peshitta Syriac Aramaic version of
Jesus’ words and sayings, we cannot be surprised that the rendering
of Jesus’ words in their original form led the Eastern (Christians)
to ignore the councils and creeds of the Roman Church after
Constantine.

This difference remains in the Assyrian
Church to this day. Some of these interpretations undermine quite a
bit of Western Christian theology, but they are the spiritual
experiences of Jesus, to whom they are attributed using as a
background the actual spiritual practices and cosmology of the
time. Many Western interpretations arose from a non-Semitic
rendering of Jesus’ words and a total disregard for the
understanding and view of the Universe that he and his
contemporaries held.

All this would not have been so bad if these
later interpretations had not caused the forces of power using them
to justify turning their backs on and refuting his primary emphases
by ignoring his belief in Creation and ongoing love for one’s
friends, enemies, neighbours and self. They are all embodied in the
first two commandments. Thus in Western culture the inability to
understand the creation story as a spiritual experience and
practice, together with centralised political power as introduced
by the old Roman Empire, produced incalculable consequences.

Jesus spoke of the ‘I am’, the self, the
inner person within us all. When we look at our lives, what do we
see, where we have been or where are we going?

Imagine that each day on awaking you remember
those who have gone before you and feel your connection with them.
As you go through each day you have the comfort and support of
knowing that those ahead of you have faced similar situations, but
none exactly the same as those you are facing. They succeeded and
failed, or maybe part succeeded, but life carried on. They went
ahead, sometimes changing their whole direction - nothing is
written in stone. You are also conscious of what you are leaving
for those who may have had, the changes you may have made. The
focus should be on today, not on what might happen tomorrow because
that may spoil what you have done and achieved today.

In the earliest stages of human development,
when far fewer humans inhabited the planet, people gathered
together for safety, comfort and a desire for companionship.
Communities were formed out of physical and emotional necessity,
and nature was stronger than any individual being.

The practice of living the creation story was
handed down from generation to generation. The view of the creation
story as an actual spiritual practice takes centre stage in both
Jewish and Islamic mysticism (Kabbalah and Sufism) respectively.
What has happened since is that the Western world has lost this
living spiritual practice.

Today, after a few centuries of trying to
control nature, we need to rediscover the sense of community spirit
again, if only out of physical and emotional necessity. We have
neglected the link to nature which was there at creation and the
links to other humans who are not of our tribe. Vast sums of money
are spent on creativity, worldly possessions, weapons and travel,
but these efforts focus on acquiring something outside ourselves
rather than trying to recover what was ours in the beginning. As
Jesus repeatedly says, we must divest ourselves of these worldly
possessions and habits if we are to find the kingdom of God, which
is within ourselves and has been there since creation (as it was in
the beginning!)

 


AS IT WAS IN THE BEGINNING - THE OLD
TESTAMENT OF THE BIBLE

 


The Bible is recognised as the world’s
greatest work of epic literature, not only for its scope (spanning
hundreds of generations) but also in its vivid portrayal of
humanity as seen through the eyes of one ‘chosen’ people-the
Children of Yahweh. But the Old Testament, in so many respects,
does not glorify these people in the way other documents of the
ancient world do their kings and champions. The heroes of the Bible
are humans with frailties and flaws. Their successes and failures
are measured against their allegiance to one God - the God of the
Israelites, who, through time, was known by many names: Eya/Enki,
El/El-Shaddai, Yahweh, Adonai and simply Ya. This God Yahweh is
both redeemer and executioner, a miracle- worker and yet a jealous
deity who puts his chosen people through terrible trials and
tribulations whenever they stray from his path, which they
constantly do. Even Yahweh’s heroes, such as Moses, Joshua and
David, are sanctioned to commit what we today would regard as
crimes against humanity. Life in the ancient world was bloody and
cruel as different groups of humans vied to control the Earth’s
limited resources.

But is any of it true? For many years,
leading archaeologists in the field had come to the conclusion that
most biblical stories are not supported by the archaeological and
textual evidence. These scholars are not anti-Bible - they simply
looked at the remains from the past and saw no correlation. In a
sense they have been courageous to point out and highlight the
problems which have come to the fore over the last century and a
half of research. One by one the biblical eras came under scrutiny
and were found wanting.

Testament finds himself in today. Either you
accept the biblical story as unerringly true through blind faith or
you have to face up to the archaeological reality that most of this
extraordinary book is fiction.

However, a new and revolutionary approach to
the synthesis of Bible and archaeology is now on offer in the form
of a new Chronology.

Professor David Rohl holds a degree in
ancient history and Egyptology from University College London. He
has been involved in many projects and excavations and is Field
Director of the Eastern Desert Survey in Egypt. His books,
including The Lost Testament, A Test of Time and
Legend, have been responsible for proposing a new chronology
which involves the adjustment of the archaeological timeline
downwards by several centuries. This has the effect of placing
events in the Bible in their proper historical position and
context.

In the New Chronology the whole narrative of
the Children of Yahweh comes to historical life. The people of the
Bible did not live in an archaeological and historical vacuum. They
existed and interacted with many ancient Near Eastern civilisations
and their renowned leaders. As with Galileo, Professor Rohl’s
findings will take a long time to be fully recognised.

The New Chronology is able to explain and
illuminate many of the events by setting them in an historical
world reconstructed from the archaeological remains of our
ancestral past. It is a world which is tangible, giving the
biblical narrative a credible background to which to set the lives
of its people.

What was ‘the beginning’?

According to Genesis Chapter 1.v.1, ‘God
created the Heavens and the Earth in the very beginning’. Genesis
is a Greek word meaning origins. The first book of the Hebrew Bible
is headed by the word Bereshit, which literally means in the
beginning.

In the beginning… one particular valley in
the Zagros range of mountains in Iran with a canopy of ‘every kind
of tree’ became the setting-off point on the long march to
civilisation. This was the place where humankind turned away from
the Neolithic (late Stone Age) and headed first east, then south
through the mountain passes towards the Copper Age and on into the
early Bronze Age.

The tribal system, based on the extended
family, was already in existence. It centred on a ruler-chieftain
who was both king and high priest of his clan.

Genesis 2.8 continues: ‘And the Lord planted
a garden eastward in Eden and there He put the Man whom He had
formed.’ Eden has long been identified as a place from which four
of the ancient world’s great rivers flowed, namely the Tigris,
Euphrates, Pishon and Gihon.

According to scripture Eden was the place
that gave birth to civilisation as we know it. This was the womb of
the great Earth goddess, the mother of the Neolithic revolution,
when Stone Age man stopped his wandering hunter-gatherer style of
life and settled in villages, when crops were raised and animals
domesticated.

The author of Genesis tells us that the river
of Eden parted into four streams, which he calls the ‘heads’ (ie
sources). These headwaters became the four great rivers which
flowed down from Eden to water the rest of the then-known primeval
world.

In the creation myths of Mesopotamia, man was
made in the likeness of the Gods by combining the clay of the earth
with the blood of a sacrificed God. The area is full of red clay or
earth taken from the Red Mountain overlooking the Garden of Eden.
Excavations have shown that red ochre was used to decorate walls of
houses as well as clay figures, and to cover the bones of the
dead.

Adam appears on the scene at the end of the
Neolithic Age (circa 5375 BC) when the archaeological record
reveals the first signs of agriculture and the domestication of
animals in the Middle East.

The strict and correct translation of Adam is
‘red earth’ or ‘red earth man’, Genesis 2.7. ‘And the Lord formed
Adam out of the soil of the earth and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life and Man became a living being.’

The people of Eden especially sanctified the
places where the life-giving waters of the abyss burst forth upon
the dry earth. This practice would continue in the Zagros Mountains
for thousands of years, right down to Persian times, when it was
clearly still manifest in the fire-temple rites of the
Zoroastrians.

The holiest site of all for the red-earth
people was the sacred well at the summit of the Mountain of the
Chalice, for this was the source of the waters of the Garden and
the high throne of the ‘Lord of the Earth’ and the other Gods.

The Bible tells us that Adam was brought into
the garden by his God. Adam was the red man, the first chieftain of
the garden tribe. Then God said ‘let us make man in our image after
our likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish and the sea,
and over the fowl of all the air and over the cattle, and all over
the wild beasts of the earth and over every creeping thing that
creeps upon the earth’ (Genesis 1.26)

‘And the Lord God took the man and put him in
the Garden of Eden to till it and to keep it’ (Genesis 2.15.)

Who was Adam? He is a metaphor for the oldest
ancestor in memory, the first historical man, the head of a
genealogy, a spiritual and political leader in one. He is the
representative of the first settled people, former
hunter-gatherers, who through the Neolithic revolution learned to
domesticate animals and plant crops. Religion is a function of
settlement, of social organization, of hierarchy, and of needing a
leader/shaman-priest who is in touch with the gods of nature. Adam,
with Eve, probably represents an important marriage between two
such settled tribes. They were the founding family of civilisation
as we know it.

But you can ‘find’ these founding characters
in different ancient legends. Eve in Genesis is described as ‘the
mother of all the living’, the same epithet used for Ninhursag, the
Sumerian ‘Mistress of the Mountain’. In the Sumerian creation myth,
Enki is cursed by Ninhursag for eating forbidden plants growing in
paradise. Enki begins to fade away - his ribs pain him- but
Ninhursag relents and creates a goddess called Ninti to cure him.
Ninti means ‘Lady of the Rib’ but it also means ‘Lady of Life’.
It’s a Sumerian pun. But the Genesis author took the first meaning.
And so the story of Eve’s creation from Adam’s rib was born.

To the south beyond the mountain of God in
Eden lay the land of Havilah, where the Huwawa tribe lived. The
chieftain had a daughter, a priestess of the Goddess Ninhursag, the
mistress of the mountain peaks and mother of all the living. The
chieftain offered his daughter Eve (Hawwah in Hebrew) in marriage
to Adam and so it follows that Eve was given the epithet ‘Mother of
all the living’ and so became the great female ancestor of the
Hebrew line. The annual sacred marriage union was performed, and
3000 years later it was still being performed in the chambers at
the top of the great ziggurats of Mesopotamia. Its purpose was to
secure an heir to the throne and ensure the fertility of the land
at the birth of each New Year.

If the dates given in the Bible are correct
this places Adam no earlier than 5400 BC. However science has long
since demonstrated man’s existence long before, so it is obvious
that Adam was not the first physical human being on earth. He and
two of his sons had wives from other tribes.

Adam was in fact the first of a dynasty. He
was the original ancestor of oral tradition and the first recorded
as communicating with and worshipping the God of the Hebrews.

A thousand years later, in the time of Enoch
(the city builder), the earliest cities were founded in the
southern marshes of Mesopotamia. The ancient text of this region
then tells of a great flood and a hero who saves mankind by
building a ship in which to ride out the mighty storm. The story is
set in the late Ubaid period at around 3113 BC - the time of the
flood at Ur.

The Bible does not tell us where the events
leading up to this flood (ie the building of the ark) took place.
What we do learn is that the ark came to rest on the ‘mountains of
Ararat’ - that is to say the Zagros mountains in the region later
known as Urartu, but which was earlier known as the kingdom of
Aratta. Ancient historians state that the ark came to rest on the
mountains of Kurdistan.

After the flood subsided the survivors
returned to the lowlands and began to rebuild the ravaged world.
The Bible story tells us of the saving of the pious man Noah by his
God while all around perished. In reality thousands, perhaps
millions, died, but those living in the high mountain passes of
Zagros survived. of the Arabian peninsula to reach the coast of
Africa near the Red Sea. They came ashore in the land we know as
Ethiopia, then known as Kush. Noah had three sons, and we are told
they were the ancestors of many nations. The Israelites’ line
descended through Shem down ten generations to Abram of Ur, who
became the great biblical patriarch.

There exist Sumerian myths that were
concerned with the hero of the floods, and this written text
affords the best link between the Bible and extra biblical
sources.

The epic of Gilgamesh was first discovered at
Nineveh in 1853. It is the tale of the legendary hero king of Uruk.
In tablet XI of the Gilgamesh epic, Gilgamesh, the King of Uruk,
seeks out and finds Utnapishtim, the legendary hero of the flood,
who is supposedly immortal. Utnapishtim explains how the Gods
brought the floods and how he was instructed to build a boat to
rise out the storm and flood. As the storm subsided he released a
dove, then a swallow and finally a raven to see if dry land could
be reached, which of course it ultimately was.

After the deluge or great flood in around
3000 BC Meskiagasher (known as Cush), who was the son of Ham and
grandson of Noah, was king of Eridu. He expanded his kingdom and
begat a son, Nimrod. Genesis 10:9: ‘He was a mighty hunter before
the Lord wherefore it is said even as Nimrod was a mighty hunter
before the Lord.’

Around 2830 BC a new wave of Mesopotamian
colonizers began to arrive in Upper Egypt at the same time as
Semitic- speaking tribes from the west. Towards the end of the Uruk
period (c 2800 BC) the first known Ziggurat or tower-temple was
erected at Eridu - the prototype upon which the legend of the
biblical Tower of Babel is based. Eridu’s sacred temple was built
on an island of pure sand surrounded by water. The island was
called Nun ki - the ‘Mighty Place’. The builder of the tower temple
was Enmer the Hunter (Sumarian Emmer-kar), the biblical Nimrod, ‘a
mighty hunter against Yahweh.’ His generation and that of his
ancestral predecessor, Meskiagkasher (biblical Cush), successfully
colonised northern Mesopotamia, Canaan and the Nile valley to
herald the historical age of the great Old World civilisations.

Through their religious beliefs and burial
incantations, the Egyptians of later times remembered the place of
their ancestral homeland on the Isle of Flame in the Waters of Nun.
Even as late as the Ptolemaic period temple, reliefs recall the
journey made by the ‘Founders’ who brought the secret knowledge of
the primeval temple of the ‘First Time’ from Mesopotamia to the
Nile valley.

The most dramatic evidence of Sumerian
technology, both artistic and religious, in Egypt and in particular
the Nile Valley was the introduction of niched façade architecture
round about 3000 BC. Thus the Mesopotamian culture had spread to
Egypt. This has been substantiated by finds of pottery and
ceremonial weapons. They also buried their dead in a totally
different way. It is hard to refute the evidence that a foreign
élite did migrate into the Nile Valley and so these land and
seafaring travellers helped initiate the Pharaonic state. The
stepped pyramid at Sakkara built by Djoser closely resembles the
Ziggurats of Mesopotamia and had the same purpose - to provide a
stairway for a dead ruler to reach the Gods, and at the same time a
means for the Gods to visit the earth.

The official history of Egypt starts with the
reign of Menes in 2920 BC, and the time before this and before the
pyramid builders tremendous upsurge of building and the practice of
astronomy, due to the imported knowledge of the migrating
peoples.

The date 2920 BC is specific, thanks to the
work of Manetho, an Egyptian priest (c 250 BC) who recorded for
posterity a list of the Kings of Egypt from Menes onwards.

We then leap forward a thousand years to the
end of the Early Bronze Age when Abraham (c 1855 BC) migrated down
into Canaan from Harran across the Euphrates. He entered Egypt in
the time of the Heracleopolitan 10th Dynasty as a guest of Pharaoh
Nebkaure Khety 1V. Having been expelled from the eastern Delta for
deceiving Pharaoh over his wife Sarah, Abraham settled in the hill
country of Canaan at a time when the Amorite tribes were moving
into the region from the north. Abraham himself was an Amorite
chieftain and a part of this historically-recognized movement. He
became embroiled in a major revolt against the great superpower of
the time, the Third Dynasty of Ur. Amar-Sin (biblical Amraphel) of
Ur sent a great army to crush the rebellion among the Cities of the
Plain (south of the Dead Sea). Abraham’s nephew, Lot, was taken
captive but then rescued by his uncle. Lot returned to the Dead Sea
region to witness the great cataclysm which overwhelmed Sodom and
Gomorrah. The imprint of that disaster was manifest in the Arabah
basin.

Abraham had children by his wife Sarah and by
two concubines called Hagar and Keturar. Abraham’s wife Sarah
forced his sons from these two concubines to be banished, and so
began the schism between two factions, who became lifelong enemies
as the Arabs and the Jews.

After Abraham, the Israelites are said to
have descended through Isaac, born in the land of Israel, and then
through their eponymous ancestor Jacob who was also known as
Israel. Israel’s sons took Canaanite wives, adopting Canaanite
customs. The Bible also describes a time when the Israelites
relocated to Egypt, and following the Exodus back from Egypt, a
time when they conquered (sometimes exterminating and sometimes
absorbing) the ethnic groups there, reclaiming the land God
promised them.

The earliest Canaanite to be mentioned in the
Bible is Melchizedek, who is clearly associated with Abraham, the
acknowledged father of the Jewish nation.

The aristocracy and middle classes of coastal
Canaan controlled a profitable international trade. These
well-to-do seaside cities did not need a large labour force; they
made their money abroad and imported all the goods they needed.
They lost contact with their unemployable peasant stock, the Apiru
and the demoralized Apiru became an underclass who travelled the
countryside looking for employment and food. Some went to Egypt to
work, so the story of Moses being a Hebrew (Apiru) could be based
on the actions of a successful mercenary general in the Egyptian
army. The account of the Hebrews’ exodus from Egypt now makes
sense, as they escaped eastwards and northwards in search of their
own land promised to them by birth.

On their return these Apiru organized the
underclass into a new social order led by the Judges. The Canaanite
city kings worried when they saw the country dwellers demanding a
better lot for themselves.

By now two strata of Canaanite society had
developed: the city dwellers, typically Byblos and Tyre, and the
rural unwashed. The urban people were better educated in science,
philosophy and theology. They enjoyed culture and tradition, while
the Apiru could boast only a jumble of old myths, but the Apiru
organised their myths into our religious heritage of
monotheism.

The Canaanite city dwellers, ruled by
Melchizedek in Jerusalem and Hiram in Tyre, worshipped the Sun and
Venus, understood astronomy and practised secret rituals for
king-making. The Apiru followed a less complex peasant religion,
where the God or his son died each season to be reborn next
spring.

This Canaanite astral religion grew from a
race of extremely successful seafarers and traders who worshipped a
Goddess who manifested herself as the planet Venus. The original
Canaanite settlements, with their traditions of
astronomically-aligned temple building, fused with a new wave of
invaders who sailed in from Western Europe.

There are many Megalithic sites across
Western Europe dating from 5000–4000 BC. They were built in such a
way as to allow light from the sun, the moon and Venus to enter
certain parts of their buildings on certain days of the year,
particularly solstices and equinoxes. From the development of these
buildings there emerged skilled craftsmen and priests who had
superior knowledge as magi, and were fully acquainted with
astronomy. They employed a standard unit of measurement, the
megalithic yard, in building a wide range of structures, and this
has close connections with the Sumerian foot and Pharaonic inch.
Archaeologists have found that certain symbols used on buildings in
Neolithic Western European settlements are also found in
predynastic buildings in Egypt. There are striking similarities of
procedure in the ancient Jewish text of the book of Enoch and the
astronomically-aligned sites of Neolithic Britain and Western
Europe.

Some two hundred years later in 1666 BC, a
young man named Joseph became vizier in the court of Pharaoh
Amenembat III - the most powerful king of the 12th Dynasty. He
saved Egypt from the worst of a terrible famine by diverting the
waters from a series of massive Nile floods into the Faiyum basin
via what was later to be known as the Bahr Yussef (‘waterway of
Joseph’). His reward was to be given his own private estate in the
eastern delta region of Goshen, where he settled his Hebrew
brethren (including his father Jacob). Their extended sojourn in
Egypt was marked by the cultural phase known as Middle Bronze (c
1800-1440BC). When Joseph died he was buried in a pyramid tomb
furnished with its own cult- statue. The empty tomb, with its
(subsequently) smashed statue, has been unearthed at tell ed-Daba
within the earliest strata of the ancient city of Avaris.

Moses was born in the middle years of the
13th Dynasty (c1530BC) and adopted by the Queen of Pharaoh
Khanefere Sobekhotep IV, the greatest King of that dynasty. Moses
Prince of Egypt, of Hebrew parentage, fought a war on Kush on
behalf of his Egyptian father-in-law, but dynastic rivalries and
intrigue forced him to flee into exile. He remained for several
decades with a community of nomadic Midianites wandering the Negreb
and Sinai wilderness, marrying the daughter of Jethro, Priest of
Yahweh.

Through his Midianite kin, Moses learned of
the common heritage between the ‘sons of Abraham’ (through Ishmael
and Isaac). The Israelite slaves in Egypt had forgotten their
ancestral history and the God of the patriarchs, but the
descendants of Abraham dwelling in the desert had retained their
knowledge of the past through oral tradition. Moses, as an educated
prince with language skills, was able to read cuneiform tablets
which were circulating in the Middle East thanks to their wide
publication during the reign of Hammurabi of Babylon (1565 -1523
BC). These tablets contained the great epic poetry of the early
Mesopotamian period, including the stories of Creation, Paradise,
the Flood and the Tower of Babel, all of which involved Enki/Eya -
the God who was ‘the friend of Man’. Eya was the same as Ya (Hebrew
Yah), the ancestral deity worshipped by the Midianites and dwelled
upon Mount Horeb at the heart of the black peaks in southern
Sinai.

When Moses later compiled the Bible’s own
legendary epic - the book of Genesis - these early Mesopotamian
stories relating to Eya and his followers were incorporated into
the work to become one of the finest pieces of ancient
literature.

Having returned from exile, Moses challenged
the new pharaoh Dudimose to ‘let his people go’ out of Egypt and
worship their God Ya in his Sinai abode. But Pharaoh refused to
allow his slaves to abandon their servitude. In 1447 BC a terrible
disaster struck the Egyptians, resulting in the deaths of
thousands. The dead were cast into makeshift burial pits (now
unearthed at Tell ed-Daba/Avaris.) The city of Avaris, in which a
major part of the Israelite slave population dwelt was
abandoned.
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